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Rail sell-off is thrown off track 




CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

The Government's rail privati- 
sation programme was in jeop- 
ardy last night after opponents 
of . the scheme won the right to 
a judicial review of the whole 
process. 

Plans to franchise out the 
coun tiy's 25 raU lines wOJ be de- 
layed for several months if a 
court challenge, to be heard ear- 
ly next month, is successful. 
Such a postponement would not 
only be enormously embar- 
rassing for the Government as 
its rail privatisation programme 
is one of its flagship policies, but 
it could also mean that no ser- 


Privatisation may be delayed after opponents win right to judicial review 


vices would be franchised out 
before the general election. 
Next year’s sale of RaU truck may 
also be delayed as a result of the 
campaigners’ victory. 

The High Court case victory 
by Save Our Railways — formed 
by local authorities, rail cam- 
paigners and several rail unions 
- centred on proposals by the 
franchise director. Roger 
Salmon, to allow private oper- 
ators to run fewer trains than 
the current timetable. 

In court. Nigel Pleming QC. 
counsel for SOR. said an in- 
struction from former transport 


Inquiry into 
‘police sex’ at 
Cromwell St 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

An inquiry has been launched 
into allegations several police- 
men knew that young women 
were being abused at the home 
of Rosemary and Frederick 
West and that three officers 
used the house as a brotheL 

A senior officer from a po- 
lice force not connected to the 
West casewill cany out the in- 
vestigation, under the supervi- 
sion of the Police Complaints 
Authority. 

But Douglas French, the 
Gloucester MP, last night said 
the inquiry did not go far 
enough. He said there should a 
public inquiry into the han- 
dling of the West case by police 
and social services and dis- 
missed the PCA investigation as 
inadequate. “Then? needs to be 
a public inquiry into all as- 
pects of this case, not just into 
a few narrow areas. If we are to 
leant from what happened we 
have got to bring in a wide range 
of expert views.” Mr French 
said. “1 have never been happy 
with police investigating po- 
lice. independent people should 
be used to investigate the com- 
plain L” 

Yesterday’s development fol- 
lows allegations from a 33- 
year-old witness, known only as 
Sharon X for legal reasons, 
who claims she was at 25 
Cromwell Street when police of- 
ficers visited for sex. She also al- 
ls^.., they used the home 
as an ihegui She 

said this happeued over the 
same period that the Weal's 
were torturing and killing 
women and girls at the house in 
Gloucester. 

The mother of two stayed at 
the West household after run- 
ning away from Jordans Brook, 
a nearby children s home. She 
has named three officers who 
she claims- used the West’s 
home as a brothel and a drink- 
ing dub. The names of a further 
three officers, who allegedly 
knew about that sex was avail- 
able at the house, have also 
been forwarded to Lhe PCA. 

Sharon X told the Daily Ex- 
press that on one occasion she 
was tied to a chair after having 
been assaulted. “The next thing 
I was aware of was a man in a 


beige raincoat coming in. He 
had a policeman’s uniform on 
underneath. The man freed me 
and told me to get out quickly . 
There was a lot of commotion." 

She reportedly added: “I 
used to see this policeman a lot 
at the house. J remember his se- 
rial number, and his shirt, his 
uniform he always wore under 
that coat. I remember him and 
another policeman would be at 
the house.” 

During the murder investi- 
gation she was questioned sev- 
eral times, but was toldthat no 
one matched the name and se- 
rial number she provided. She 
was not called to give evidence 
in the trial of Rosemary West, 
who was convicted on Wednes- 
day of 10 murders. 

Sharon X wrote to the PGA, 
an independent organisation, 
saying that the original allega- 
tions about the police officers 
had not been investigated prop- 
erly. The Authority forwarded 
the letter to Gloucestershire 
Constabulary. Tbny Butler, the 
Chief Constable, yesterday vol- . 
untarily referred the case. 

A statement from Glouces- I 
tershire police said: “In view of i 
the nature of these complaints j 
the force will be seeking to ap- 
point a senior officer from an- 
other force area to conduct 
the inquiry." 

However, the use of a police 
inquiry overseen by the PCA 
was criticised yesterday. A 
spokeswoman for Liberty, the 
civil rights organisation, said: 
“The PCA is not wholly inde- 
pendent or accountable - police 
officers are still investigating the 
police." 

Chris Mullin, Labour MP, a 
well known campaigner against 
miscarriages of justice, added: 

. “The PCA should be given the 
powers to do its job property - 
this should include ensuring 
that inquiries are conducted by 
people who are not police offi- 
cers." 

It also emerged yesterday 
that Gloucestershire soda! ser- 
vices used private detectives to 
check up on Frederick and 
Rosemary West while their chil- 
dren were in care. The detec- 
tives were used m 1993 by the 
council which was concerned 
that the couple were breaching 
a court order. 


ChadrenofGodiuSng 

A grandmother has lost her bat- 
tle for custody of her three year- 
old grandson to his mother, a 
member of the controversial 
Children of God sect now 
known as the Family, after lead- 
ers of the movement assured a 
High Court judge that its abu- 
sive and sex-obsessed past had 
been buried. Page 3 


Centre Point feted 

A works' canteen in Dagenham, 
a Wool worth's branch in Can- 
terbury, and the Centre Point 
skyscraper in London were 
among 21 modern buildings 
given listed status. Page 5 

Dangerous cars 

Citroen 2CVs and Dyaries, old- 
er Toyota Carinas and Vhuxhall 1 
Carltons should be avoided by 
drivers who want to avoid crash- 
es, according to an analysis of 
accident statistics. Page 8 


secretary John MacGregor 
aimed at safeguarding services 
based on existing timetables 
and prelecting the travelling 
public “has not been obeyed". 
The Railways Act 1993. the 
legislation enabling privatisation 
ol the railways, says that in 
drawing up the minimum level 
of trains which operators must 
provide. Mr Salmon had to 
take into account the existing 
service level. 

However, when Mr Salmon 
published proposals for the 
first two groups of lines lo be 
privatised, they contained re- 


ductions of up lo a half. Mr 
Pleming said : “In these cir- 
cumstances passenger service 
requirements have not been 
lawfully set and it would be a 
wrong exercise of power to let 
franchises on that basis.” 

Mr Justice Brooke agreed 
that SOR had an arguable case 
which would now fie heard in 
full on 7 and 8 December. 

Clare Short, the shadow 
transport secretary, said: “The 
Government should call an im- 
mediate holt to rail privatisation 
before any more taxpayers' 
money is wasted." 


Mr Salmon has always argued 
that his “passenger service re- 
quirements" were not intended 
to represent the full timetable, 
but only listed those services 
which operators would be legal- 
ly obliged to run. A spokesman 
in his office said: “We are not 
proposing cuts in services. We 
are saying that operators should 
run the specified services and 
they will find it commercially 
profitable to run the service's 
which we have not specified. 
This gives them a level of flex- 
ibility which is much greater 
than if we specified all services 


in our requirements/' 

However campaigners have 
argued that Mr Salmon's plans 
give lhe opportunity for private 
operators to make massive cuts 
in services. They are also wor- 
ried that there is no obligation 
on operators to provide ameni- 
ties like buffet cars, seat reser- 
vations and first class. 

The plan to privatise the 
railways is already running al- 
most two years behind the orig- 
inal schedule set by Mr 
MacGregor when they were 
first published soon after the 
3992 genera] election. Howev- 


er. the first three fraffliriscs, cov- 
ering South West Trains, Lon- 
don Tilbury and Southend, 
and Great Western Railway 
were due to be announced by 
the end of the year with the 
hope that private operators 
would take over in the spring. 
Now, however, Mr Salmon gave 
an undertaking to the court that 
no franchise would be let with- 
out notifying Save Our Railways 
48 hours in advance and clear- 
ly it is now impossible for him 
to let die franchises until the le- 
gal position is dear. 

While the court judgement 
has no direct effect on the sale 
of Rail track, it will have an im- 
pact on City confidence. 


today and 


independent on 
Sunday for only 


*V. .■_* / 


The British ambassador to Argentina 
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The Princess of Wales's seif-appointed new role as roving ambassador for Britain began with mixed fortunes yesterday. In Buenos Aires, she 
lunched with the President of Argentina, Carlos Menem, seen here with his daughter. But she was heckled by the mother of a sailor killed 
during the Falklands War who shouted: “Bitch! You bitch! ... You daughter of a thousand whores. Go away.” Saturday Story, page 19 
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Howard opposed racism 

law ‘to protect Rushdie’ | x x r\ i 


Simon 

Hopkinson-. the 
secret of the 
perfect oyster 


SARAH HELM 

Brussels 

Fears that Salman Rushdie, the 
author of Satanic Verses , could 
have been charged with reli- 
gious discrimination, may have 
been a key factor in persuading 
Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, to block Europe’s 
new anti-racism laws, it 
emerged yesterday. 

A secret British draft, pre- 
sented to European ministers 
on Thursday, shows Britain's 
main objection to the plan was 
the call for a ban on incitement 
to hatred on the grounds of 
religion. Mr Rushdie outraged 
Muslims with his attack on 
Islam in the Satanic Verses. 
Britain, unlike many of its Eu- 
ropean partners, has no law 
against religious discrimination 


and has defended the author’s 
right to free speech. 

The draft British document, 
presented to justice ministers 
before their acrimonious meet- 
ing in Brussels on Thursday, 
shows Mr Howard was prepared 
to consider changes to British 
law to harmonise British and 
European measures against “in- 
citement to violence or racial 
hatred” on the grounds of 
“colour, race or national or 
ethnic origin.” The resolution, 
backed by Britain’s 14 partners, 
included “religion" in the list of 
grounds for discrimination, but 
British drafters scotched the 
word from their proposed list. 

The possibility that a law 
against religious discriznina lion 
could have brought Rushdie, or 
others who speak out against a 
religion, before the British 


courts, is believed by Brussels 
officials to have been one rea- 
son why Britain opposed lhe 
measure at the last minute. 

The Home Office last night 
denied the Rushdie case had 
been a factor, saying Britain did 
not deem it necessary to pass a 
law againsL religious discrimi- 
nation. Whether Rushdie would 
have faced prosecution had Lhe 
European proposal passed was 
“hypothetical”, a spokesman 
said. 

Mr Howard has been criti- 
cised for blocking the European 
measure, which included pro- 
posals lo outlaw the excusing or 
denial of crimes against hu- 
manity, in particular the Holo- 
caust However. the secret draft 
obtained by the Independent , 
shows Britain was prepared “to 
consider” introducing a law to 


ban “denial" of crimes againsi 
humanity if the action was 
degrading to people of a certain 
colour, race, national, or ethnic 
origin. However, Britain again 
refused to consider making 
"Holocaust denial" illegal if it 
was degrading to the people on 
the grounds of religion. 

Jewish leaders yesterday 
protested to the Home Secre- 
taiy, who is also Jewish, over his 
action. The President of the 
Board of Deputies Eldred 
Tdbachnik said it was “deeply re- 
grettable and unfortunate that 
the British government has 
chosen to veto this initiative". 

Jack Straw, Labour's home 
affairs spokesman, said Mr 
Howard “will not have 
enhanced Britain's reputation as 
a country deeply concerned 
about racism”. 
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Hard-up monks get in party habit 
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Today's weather 

Showers across the whole of the 
UK, continuing through, the 
night Pag® 2 


LOUISE JURY 

It is the newest novelty venue 
on the party circuit. The monks 
of Belmont Abbey, near Here- 
ford, are throwing open then- 
doors for wedding receptions, 
dinner-dances and discos. 

The closure last year of the 
abbey’s private school for boys 
left the 25 resident monks at 
Belmont with a giant unused re- 
fectory next door. With bills for 
running the abbey rising, the de- 
riaon to turn it. into a ban- 
queting hall was an act of 
economic necessity. 

“Benedictines nave always 


been great ones for hospitality 
and inviting guests to stay 
throughout the centuries,” Fa- 
ther Nicholas said. “We've had 
a guest house for some time. 
When we closed our school, we 
were left with a redundant re- 
fectory and this was a way of 
paying the bills. We had to race 
the commercial facts of life.” 

An advertising campaign de- 
scribes the ball as a “new place 
for a party". 

Thenxmksare sc rut ini s ii igall 
applications carefully. “I don't 
think any rave-ups will be the 
order of the day. We don’t 
want to jeopardise the tranquil 


nature of our life.” So far they 
have had a 25th wedding an- 
niversary and a couple of wed- 
ding receptions, ideal with the 
abbey church and beautiful 
grounds near by. 

The hospitality venture is in 
the hands of former hotelier 
Paul Rynehart and iris team. But 
the monks will not actually be 
partying themselves. “Most of 
our monks will be tucked up in 
bed. We’re employing a pro- 
fessional staff," Rather Nicholas 
Welz said. 

“You won't find monks ac- 
tually playing the records on the 
turntable." 
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TODAY'S FORECAST A dapras- 
■ion Just to the west of 
Scottead wH drift south, doni- 
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country Is going to bo affected 
by abmmrs or spalls of run 
today, but with temperature* 
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Sheer of horses (7) 
Topics of conversation 


11 Great (8) 5 System of meditation 

12 Exam success (4) and exercises (4) 

13 Tills (4-9) 6 Flow out (7) 

17 Repair (4) 7 Feverish (6) 

18 Hairdresser (8) 8 13th or 15th of Roman 

21 Mobile home (7) month (4) 

22 Religious teacher (5) 14 Warm spot (7) 

23 European capital (5) 15 Crocus (7) 

24 Tidings (4) 16 Dirty (6) 

27 Chib (4) 

19 Joint (5) 

20 State (4) 

Solution to yesterday’s Concise Crossword: 

Across: 1 Fine. 4 Alley, 9 Optic. 10 Cabaret, 11 Airraids, 12 Rum, 13 Con- 
demned «1L 17 Wted. IS Epidemic, 2j De facto, 22 Eagle. 23 Loose, 24 Neck. 
Down: 2 Inter. 3 Enclave, 4 Accident prone, 5 Lobe, o Yardage. 7 Mosaic, 8 
Stun H 14 Needful, IS Dudgeoon. 16 Lackey, 17 Wide, 19 Magic, 20 Echo. 
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news 


Drug barons get 


COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

A Ip cut in the 25p basic rale 
of income tax was being fore- 
cast by senior Whitehall sources 
iast night in a clear attempt to 
damp down expectations of 
bigger cuts in taxes in next 
week's Budget 
The Treasury was last night 
accused by Labour of deliber- 
ately leaking the report as a 
smokescreen for Kenneth 
Carke's Budget, but the Trea- 


sury denied being the source. 
The pre -Budget speculation un- 
derlined ibe fear among leading 
Tories that the Chancellor and 
the Prime Minister have fu- 
elled expectations of cuts of up 
to 3p in the pound, destroying 
the impact of the package to be 
unveiled on Tuesday. 

The markets responded bad- 
ly to the earlier leaks, as the 
pound slumped against foreign 
currencies, and ministers are 
keen to ovoid speculation caus- 
ing a further weakening . 


The Chancellor will face re- 
newed pressure from Tory MPs 
over the weekend to go for tax . 
cuts of at least £5bn, financed 
by cuts in public expenditure. 

Whitehall sources warned 
that room for manoeuvre was 
severely limited by spiralling 
public borrowing. 

Officials broke the tradition- 
al pre-Budget silence by con- 
tacting a national news agency, 
the Press Association, to damp 
down rising expectations of a tax 
give-away. The sources said lp 


off the current 25p basic rate 
could be accompanied by high- 
er personal allowances and 
modest reductions in inheri- 
tance and capital gains tax. 

John Townend, chairman of 
the Tory finance committee, 
warned that limiting the tax 
give-away to £3ba could cost the 
party the next election. “At 
£10bn I think we would win die 
next election, at about £6bn we 
could be in with a chance, but 
if it is only £Zbn or £3bn we can 
forget it,” he said. “I would like 


to see increased allowances for 
famili es and old people, an ex- 
pansion of the 20p rate of in- 
come tax so that it progressively 
becomes the standard rate, and 
25p the start of the Mgber rate, 
a package for housing and a 
phased reduction in inheritance 
tax and capital rate tax." 

But tbe Whitehall sources 
went out of them way to dismiss 
as "hopelessly optimistic" spec- 
ulation that Mr Clarke had up 
to £8bn at his disposal Public 
borrowing is heading for a sub- 


stantial overshoot of the Trea- 
sury’s £23.6bn target this year 

and was said to be severely lim- 
iting roomfor manoeuvre. 

The shadow Chancellor, 
Gordon Brown, said: “Mr 
Clarke admitted that the 
Tories have raised tax by the 
equivalent of 7p in the jxmnd 
and only a reduction of that 
scale could undo the 21 tax ris- 
es' tiie Tbiies have been re- 
sponsible for." 

Labour has pledged that it 
would bring in a lOp starter rate 


Postal disruption: Action over saving second deliveries now threatens to spread to English sorting depots 

wildcat 


up to o.uuu or the iauuu 
R oyal Mail employees north of 
the border were estimated to be 
taking indefinite unofficial 
strike action in protest at alleged 


working so that it could begin 
an official postal ballot. 


Mail anger: Postal workers demonstrating outside Hamilton post office near Glasgow 


Racism row may leave Major isolated 


COLIN BROWN and , 
HEATHER MILLS 
London 
SARAH HELM 

Brussels 

A row over European Union 
moves to bait the rising tide of 
racism and racial violence last 
night threatened to leave John 
Major embarrassingly isolated 
al next month's Madrid summit 
of European leaders. 

Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, faced a storm of crit- 
icism yesterday after blocking 
the measures - which include 
making it an offence to deny the 
existence of the Holocaust - at 
a European Council of Minis- 


ters meeting. Jewish leaders- 
yesterday protested to .Mr 
Howard,’ who is also Jewish, 
over his action, warning that lit- 
erature denying the Holocaust 
was already circulating in 
British schools. 

Mr Howard was standing 
firm, but Anita Gradin. the 
European Home Affairs Com- 
missioner, warned the propos- 
als would be put on the agenda 
for the Madrid summit She said 
pan-European measures were 
needed to combat racism. 

Mr Major has committed 
hims elf throughout his political 
career to opposing racism and 
would be embarrassed if he 
were forced to veto anti-racist 


-measures. But'Mnffowwi is a 
Euro-sceptic and his critics pri- 
vately suggested yesterday his 
veto was partly motivated by a 
refusal to allow Britain to be 
forced to accept European har- 
mony on borne affairs measures. 

Immigrants’ groups de- 
scribed the decision as “shame- 
ful and immoral” while the 
Board of Deputies of British 
Jews said it was “deeply re- 
grettable" that Britain had ve- 
toed plans which would have 
included malting it an offence 
to deny the Holocaust, and in- 
troduced tighter laws on in- 
citement to race hatred. 

The Home Secretary - al- 
ready accused of playing the 


tough and controversial re- 
strictions on asylum seekers 
and immigrants - was accused 
of further risking race rela- 
tions in this country. By refus- 
ing to sign up to the package, 
he was seen particularly by im- 
migrant, refugee and black or- 
ganisations as denying any 
degree of balance to the new 

Jack Straw, shadow Home 
Secretary, said Mr Howard 
“will not have enhanced 
Britain's reputation as a coun- 
try deeply concerned about 
racism”. 

Mr Howard said Britain al- 
ready had highly effective race 


■relations and that many of 

the EU measures were “un- 
necessary" and “counter-pro- 
ductive” 

■' Although he said he was 
prepared, to carry on talking 
with ’ Britain’s EU partners 
about the.pton, he told BBC ra- 
dio, he would not countenance 
any fresh EU legislation in an 
area where Britain already had 
its own laws in place. 

. “The laws we have in this 
country, we have developed 
over the years. We have bad 
them in place longer than most 
other countries in Europe, they 
are more extensive than most 
other countries in Europe and 
our race relations are bettor than 


Photograph: Gaetan Cotton 


in most other countries in Eu- 
rope." 

However, the President of the 
Board of Deputies, Eldred 
Tabachnik, said that as racist 
groups can move without hin- 
drance throughout the EU, it 
was vital there was a common 
European policy to tackle it 
“We find it deeply regrettable 
that the British government 
has choseo to veto this initiative. 
Britain is not immune from de- 
velopments in Europe and 
should not allow itself to be iso- 
lated on this vital issue.” 


for income tax, cut VAT on ftiel 
to 5 per cent and levy a wind- 
fell tax on the profits of the pri- 
vatised utiliti es to fund a joos 

and training programme. 

The lOp tax target has upset 
some Shadow Cabinet mem- 
bers, who regard ft as another 

shift to the right, and Brian Ma- 

wbinney, the Tory chairman, 
sought to exploit the divisions, 
bv claiming in a speech that 
Labour was “coming apart at 
the seams" over its plans. 

Scotch whisky plea, page 7 

Anger at 
report on 
water 
services 

JAMES CUS1CK 

After a summ er of drought, and 
ami d a deluge of complaints, 
Britain’s water industry regu- 
lator Ofwat yesterday angered 
a consumer group with the 
claim that “water companies 
continue to improve customer 
service". 

In the week that saw drought- 
hit Yorkshire Water resort to a 
f?m per week tanker operation 
to feny water from Northum- 
berland, the message contained 
in Ofwat’s report, 1994-95 Lev- 
els of Service, was branded “se- 
verely insensitive” by watchdog 
body Yorkshire Water Witch. 

The report details the per- 
formance of the 30 water com- 
panies in England and Wales, 
and states that in dealing with 
billing queries and written com- 
plaints, there have been im- 
provements. 

Ian Byatt, the Director Gen- 
eral of Water Services, reports 
that where performance, 
against one or more measure, 
falls short of what customers can 
reasonably expect, he “will be 
discussing with the companies 
I concerned - Mid Kent and 
Yorkshire - their plans for im- 
provement". 

Despite the threat of water 
cuts, Yorkshire W^ter scores two 
“very good^ in the. -.report's 
analysis ofits abflity to respond 
to billing queries and m re- 
sponding to written roraplaints. 

Diana Scott, one oftfie lead- 
ing a ctivistsoLyb ik^j ^ -Water 

shows tbe Insensitivity and lack 
of real power of OfWat. What 
is tbe point of praising the re- 
sponse time of written com- 
plaints if the answers they 
contain mention nothing about 
what the companies will now do 
about leaking pipes, poor in- 
vestment or stresses suffered by 
customers.” 

In yesterday’s report, two 
companies, south Staffordshire 
and York, received the lop clas- 
sification for the second year 
ru nnin g 


30 years each 

Two drug barons were each, 
jailed for 30 years ^yesterday ror 
International £125m cocaine. 


gigglin g. The sentences are be- . ; 
lievedto be the longest imposed : 
in England for drugs offences. 
George Sansom, 42, was sn ^ 


cnarge 01 

Britain while Coleman Mutter* fl] 
nns, 53, masterminded 
eration which began m J 

1992. Six men were acqui tted a . ■ .] 
Southwark Crown Court in 
cember 1993 of being knowtfig. .... 
hr concerned in the plot. - • 

At Snaresbrook Crown Q»rtr... 

in east London yesterday Judge- '* 
Andrew Brooks told the pair, ‘ 
both of south London, he had \ 
a duty to protect young people - 


who may be tempted by the. 
“dreadful drug”. 

Lord Owen ejected 

Sir David Owen, former leader 
of the Social and Democratic 
Party, has been elected Chan- 
cellor of the University of Liv- 
erpool. He replaces Sir Afistmr- 
FiUdngton who died on 5 May. 

Prison officer jailed 

A prison officer who caused a 
massive securit y scare at thetop 
security jail Wormwood Scrubs, 
London, was jailed far four years 
at Knightsbridge Crown Court. 
Haydn Southam, 59, had sold a 
former innate day imprints of 
strategic keys for £5,000. 

Children’s inquest 

The deaths of seven children in 
a fire at their home in Wexham, 
Clwyd, on 10 August, were ac- 
cidental a coroner ruled. Tbe 
most likely cause of the -fire, - 
which started in a foam-Tfikd 
rocking chair, was said to be 
children playing with matches, 
or a cigarette lighter. 

‘Express’ editors 

Richard Addis, associate editor 
at the Daily Mail . has been ap- 
pointed editor of tbe Daily Ex- 
press, and Susan Douglas moves 
from Sunday Times deputy ed- 
itor to edit the Sunday Express. 

Stuck in time 

A set of temporary traffic lights 
erected 16years ago near Bala, 
Gwynedd, is still in use today, 
the Government has revealed m 
a Commons written reply. 
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Cult ruling: Judge refuses custody claim for three-year-old after assurances that sect’s links with sex abuse have been broken 

Grandmother loses battle for ‘child of God’ 


r\ 


d. 


REBECCA FOWLER 

A grandmother has lost her bai- 
lie for custody of her three-ycar- 
old grandson to hik mother, a 
member of the controversial 
Children of -God sect now 
known as the Family, after lead- 
ers of the movement assured a 
High Court judge its abusive 
and sex-obsessed past had been 
buried. 

In a ruling handed down 
yesterday. Lard Justice Ward 
accepted the 28-year-old moth- 
er's claims that the sect, which 
has 9,000 members worldwide, 
bad genuinely denounced the 
pornographic teachings of its 

‘Original 
hippie’ 
preached 
the law 
of love 


David Berg, the maverick 
founder of the Children of God 
dubbed the “original hippie”, 
Grst took his anti-establishment 
from of Christianity to Califor- 
nia in the Sixties, writes Rebecca 
Fowler. 

It was here that the son of 
preachers began to build his 
worldwide empire, creating the 
movement's first communes. 

Mr Berg buDt up his com- 
munal movement among fol- 
lowers who called him David 
Moses or Dad, and obeyed 
every order he gave. His end- 
less writings, known as the Mo 
Letters, became the basis of 
their regime, and they would 
read them tirelessly. 

They included gaudy pam- 
phlets and the notorious “Law 
of Love” that encouraged mem- 
bers to share hasbands and 
wives, invited women to pros- 
titute themselves for new mem- 
bers, and condoned sex among 
children. 

Among the most infamous 
images is a picture of a naked 
woman sitting astride a man, 
with the caption: "Receiving 
God is like sexually going all the 
way.” 

The basic tenet of his law was 
that, with the exception of 
sodomy, there was nothing 
wrong with sex. “whoever it's 
with, no matter what age or 
what relative or what manner”, 
so long as it was done in love 
and not lusL 

The movement spread across 
50 countries from Europe to 
America, India and Australasia. 
As investigations into the prac- 
tices of the Family gathered 
apace from London to Ar- 
gentina, focusing on the treat- 
ment of the sect's children, Mr 
Berg went into hiding. 

He stUl ruled over his flock 
of 9,000 members, including 
3,000 children, with complete 
authority. 

When he died last year, aged 
75, the Family wrote adoring eu- 
logies to his memory, and the 
Mo Letters still form the basis 
of their faith. 

But Mr Berg’s teaching? were 
already being curbed by his 
flock in the 1980s. 

As the movement fell into 


original leader, David Berg, in 
new guidelines. The Family was 
notorious for excessive sexual 
behaviour including sharing 
spouses, encouraging prostitu- 
tion to win new members 
(known as “flirty fishing”), and 
exposing children to violent 
beatings and sex. 

“They haw come in from the 
cold,” Lord Justice Ward said. 
“They carry some mud on their 
coat, but If Lbev choose they can 
wash it off. They can sit at so- 
ciety's supper table, eccentric 
guests perhaps, but welcome ... 
We must all be ready to wel- 
come the return of the prodi- 
gal son.” 


The child, known only os S, 
was born into the Family, which 
his mother joined when she was 
travelling. Her own mother, 
who lives in Kenya, was deter- 
mined that he should not be 
brought up by the movement in 
one of its six British communes, 
and has waged a three year cam- 
paign to raise him herself. 

Lord Justice Ward has an- 
gered former members and cult 
experts by his decision to allow 
the boy to remain with his 
mother, on Lhe understanding 
she puts his welfare before her 
devotion to the Family. His 
ruling followed in-depth witness 
accounts of the corrupt excess- 


es of life in the movement by 
former members, alongside ad- 
vice from social workers and 
psychiatrists who visited the 
commune where the child lived. 

The Family, which has been 
fighting to improve its image 
with the outside world for a 
decade, welcomed the decision 
last night. “We are delighted be- 
cause we always knew this was 
never about one child,” said 
Rachel Scott, a spokeswoman 
for the Family. "If the judge had 
found this not a decent Uvmg en- 
vironment for a child, on the ba- 
sis of past literature and 
allegations, that puts all our chil- 
dren at risk ” 



Father figure: David Berg, who was called ‘David Moses', or ‘Dad’, by followers 


deeper disrepute, it dropped 
prostitution in 1987 and banned 
encouraging sex with or among 
children. 

Mr Berg, who went into hid- 
ing in 3971, left the movement 
in the hands of his widow 
Maria, also in hiding. She de- 
livered a prophecy from him last 
year apologising for any actions 
that might have hurt members 


of the cult, especially children. 
This weekend, members of the 
Family said publicly for lhe 
first time that they denounced 
the most salacious teachings 
from Mr Berg. 

However, they have retained 
the spirit of his letters on open 
sexual relationships. 

“He himself was wrong to 
have written in that way, and we 


do renounce his teachings,” 
said Gideon Scott, a spokesman 
for the Family. 

“We have rules that say you 
cannot have any sexual contact 
with anybody outside. But we 
believe that loving relation- 
ships are covered by God's in- 
junction to do unto others as 
you would have them do unto 
you.” 


The boy ’s mother was aiso in- 
structed to ensure he is prop- 
erly educated; that she forbids 
anyone to inflict corporal pun- 
ishment on him or subject him 
to periods of isolation; and al- 
lows him regular contact with 
relatives, including his grand- 
mother. 

Leaders of the movement 
had already rewritten guidelines 
for members to denounce past 
behaviour following the death 
of Mr Barg last year. They 
were circulated among the 
movement's 300 British mem- 
bers in February, and a copy of 
the charter was given to the 
judge to demonstrate how the 


Family had changed A newslet- 
ter circulated to members from 
leaders including Mr Berg's 
widow, Maria, also included a 
“prophecy" from him, de- 
nouncing their former excess- 
es from the grave. 

It said: “Dad is obviously sor- 
ry for any harm that was caused 
to anyone. Some young people 
got hurt by inappropriate sex- 
ual behaviour on the pan of 
adults, and in 19S6 he and I 
moved to ban all such acts.” 

But cuJl experts and former 
members of the Family ex- 
pressed concern at the out- 
come. "I just can’t see there is 
any way that you can watch over 


people 24 hours a day, said Au- 
drey Chaytor, chairman of 
FAIR., a cult-monitoring or- 
ganisation. “I am pleased to 
hear the judge say that the 
wrongs of the past have been 
stamped out, but I will wait to 
see evidence that is the case. 

“Everyone has to be gwen the 
chance to put their past aside, 
and it is wrong to blacken 
someone's name permanently, 
but I have never heard anyone 
from the Family condemning 
lhe past." she said. 

The Cult Information Centre 
expressed anger. “You ran t 
jusi change you’re name and ex- 
pect everyone to believe every- 


thing is suddenly okay, ” said lan 
Haworth, general secretary. “I 
am as concerned about the 
welfare of that child as I ever 
was, and it will take some time 
for people like me to be con- 
vinced by this change. 

Kristina Jones, 19. who left 
the movement seven years ago, 
was dismayed, having acted as 
a witness in the case. “I’m furi- 
ous because 1 am convinced 
they haven't changed in their 
hearts,” she said. 

“Why should we believe they 
are suddenly telling the truth, 
when they have hidden what 
they are doing from the world 
for so long?” 


Family behind closed doors 


The communes that house the 
Children of God, now known as 
the Family, are invisible to out- 
siders. Bui within the walls of 
the discreet properties that 
spread from Kent to Scotland, 
a movement that has had one 
of the worst reputations of any 
religious cult lives out its day to 
day life, writes Rebecca Fowler. 

Every detail of its regime has 
been lard out in endless writings 
by the movement's American 
founder. David Berg, dubbed 
Moses David. The FhmOy now 
has 9,000 members in 50 coun- 
tries who follow his writings, 
known as the Mo Letters. 

The cult fust fell into disre- 
pute in the 1970s when his 
pamphlets promoting the “Law 
of Love” were exposed as 
pornographic tracts. But in con- 
trast to the sexual liberalism 
there was also strict discipline, 
spartan living conditions and 
regular beating? for children, ac- 
cording to former members. 

Among those who recalls 
the harshness of the regime is 
Kristina Jones, 19, who es- 
caped from the movement 
when she was 12, and was 
awarded £5,000 compensation 
for being sexually abused by 
members from the age of three. 



Sea change: A new sect member being baptised into 
the Children of God at Brighton in the 1970s 


“We were constantly moved 
round the communes so we 
didn’t form dose bonds with 
anyone, and we couldn't ques- 
tion anything," Miss Jones said. 

“I was abused emotionally 
and physically, often hit on the 
bead with bells and knuddes for 
doing nothing at all, and sex was 
rife. We had no idea of what the 
world outside was like.” 


So what has changed to con- 
vince Lord Justice V&rd, who 
ruled yesterday that a mother 
could raise her grandson with- 
in the cult against the wishes of 
his grandmother, that the Fam- 
ily is a safe and happy environ- 
ment in which to raise a child. 

The movement was already 
concerned about the state of its 
image by the late 1980s. The 


practice of “flirty fishing”, or 
getting new members to pay 
women members for sex, was 
dropped, and in 1985 the cult 
says that it ruled anyone in- 
volved in sex with children 
would be thrown out. 

In 1991 the concern was re- 
vealed when internal docu- 
ments were leaked that 
instructed members to destroy 
any “explicit” videos or pictures 
in their possession. 

The FunDy opened its doors 
to childcare experts this year 
who visited the commune where 
the boy lives, showed them the 
dormitories where the children 
slept, the classes where they 
were taught, and the new guide- 
lines, aimed at rewriting tire 
wrongs of the pasL 

“A lot of people believe the 
Mo Letters are rife with sex, but 
that's only a small portion of 
them,” said Rachel Scott, a 
spokeswoman for the Family. 

“We’re only renouncing 
those parts that led people to 
believe interaction with minors 
was okay. That was wrong and 
should never have been written, 
but we are delighted the judge 
has recognised that we offer our 
children happy and safe 
homes.” 
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If you'd See to know more about our ototime whiskey-making ways, write to us at the Jack Daniel Drstiery, Lynchburg, Tennessee USA. 

WHEN JACK DANIEL first gazed upon the pure spring water in 
this limestone cave, he knew he was on to something. 

So he built a distillery around it. Because Mr. Jack realized 
right away the water he’d discovered was perfect for 
making his Tennessee Whiskey. For one thing, it’s 100% 
iron-free (iron is ruinous to good whiskey). This precious 
natural resource, along with our charcoal mellowing 
method, has accounted for Jack Daniel’s uncommon 
rareness since 1866. And, we believe, for its uncommon 
number of customers and friends. 
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Model shown 106 Escapade level 37 


It’s no wild prank. Buy the new 106 
Escapade over 2 years and Peugeot will give 
you a payment break until February 1996, 
which represents a saving of £485. (Who 
said Christmas is always the most expensive 
time of year?) 

And thanks to Passport - our flexible 
finance scheme - your deposit can be any- 
where between 10% and 30% (depending 
on how many presents you have to buy!) 
allowing you to spread the rest over 21 
months instead of our usual 24. 

If that sounds tempting, we have to 
admit that there is something about this 
chic and stylish 106 model that could 


make you think twice. Its colour range. 

Amethyst and Samoa Blue are just two 
stunning additions to an array of paint 


OAMUE; PASSPORT DEPOSIT ONE AMOUNT FINANCE TOTAL 21 GUARANTEED 

108 ESCAPADE PRICE* <20*1 PAVUENTON FINANCED CHARGES AMOUNT MONTHLY FUTURE 

LQ. 3 DOOR SH5NWG THE FWAHLE RWMENTS VAUJEVRHAL 

PETROL MSEEMNT MTMFNT 

(LEVEL 1! 


2 TEAR £7.493.00 £1.498.60 
PASSPORT 


E5.M-l.J0 1233 90 I £W2flJSL I £162.01 I £3-62600 
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finishes that’ll leave you scratching your head! 

While you’re mulling that one over admire 
the special graphics, special cloth trim and 
body coloured bumper skirts. 

Most models also offer a five speed 
gearbox and ‘plip’ central locking. 

Choose between 3 or 5 door models, 
opt for either a 1.0 litre or 1.1 litre petrol 
engine. Or go for our 1.5 litre diesel version. 

The new 106 Escapade range starts from 
£7,375 on the road. n Now there’s something 
to get excited about. 

For further information embark on an 
expedition to your local Peugeot dealer or 
call 0500 500 106. 


THE PEUGEOT 106 ESCAPADE RANGE. 


LEAVE IT ALL BEHIND. 


PEUGEOT 
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Skyscrapers listed as towering achievement 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

A works' canteen in Dagenham, 
a Woolwortfi’s branch in Can- 
terbury, and the Centre Point 
skyscraper in London were 
among 21 modem buildings 
given listed status yesterday. 

Virginia Boilomley, Secretary 
of State for National Heritage, 
admitted she didn't "particularly 
care for" some of the buildings 
she listed, including several 
1960s railway stations and a sig- 
nal box in Birmingham. But she 
liked Centre Point, which she 
described as exciting and inno- 
vative. Listed status gives the 
buildings, nearly ail from the 
1950s and 60s, strong protection 
against demolition. 

Mrs Boilomley chose the 
buildings, alt of them commer- 
cial or industrial, from a final list 
of 35 contenders pul forward by 
English Heritage, the Govern- 
ment's conservation watchdog. 

They are a tiny fraction of the 
thousands of factories, ware- 
houses and office blocks built in 
the post-war boom years, when 
steady economic growth, ram- 
pant property speculation and 
the opportunity provided by 
hundreds of bomb-sites com- 
bined to transform Britain's 
cityscapes. The chosen few are 
meanr to have the greatest ar- 
chitectural and historical in- 
terest and merit. 

For the first time, members 
of the public were asked to com- 
ment on English Heritage's 
choice of buildings before Mrs 
Bottom! ey made up her mind. 
More than 2,000 leUers were 
sent in. 

Much disliked by the public, 
according to English Heritage, 
was Eros House in Catford, 
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Highly rated: Centre Point, at the junction of Oxford Street and Charing Cross Road (Photograph: Edward Sykes) and the CIS BuOdirg in Manchester, which were given feted status yesterday (Photograph. News Team) 


south London, designed hy 
Owen Luder. ihe current pres- 
ident of itac Royal Institute of 
British Architects. This large 
early 1960s office block was put 
forward for listing, but not cho- 
sen by Mrs Bottomley. 

“Ultimately, it’s all very sub- 
jective,’* said Mr Luder yester- 
day. “If you go by majority 
vote, some of the best buildings 
in the world would never have 
been built. Wc should only pre- 


serve a few of the very finest be- 
cause cities arc organic and 
cver-chunging - they should 
not become fossilised." 

Some of the buildings which 
did not make the final list are 
likely to be demolished. The 
property company that owns 
Marathon House, an office 
building in Aibennarle Street, 
central London, has already 
made a planning application 
which envisages knocking down 


the 1963 building “of consid- 
erable delicacy,” according to 
English Heritage. 

But the strange, 120ft tall lea d 
shot tower in Bristol has been 
spared. It was built to make lead 
shotgun pellets - drops of 
molten lead fell down it, solid- 
ifying on the way - but is now 
redundant. Owners Shell UK 
had sought planning permission 
to demolish iL. but vnll have to 
think again. 


Some owners were dismayed 
at having their buildings listed. 
Heinz said it was “deeply dis- 
appointed” at the choice of its 
headquarters at Hillingdon, 
west of London, because of the 
constraints it placed on its 
“commercial freedom to de- 
velop the site." 

The number of post-war list- 
ed buildings in Britain now 
stands at 154 - out of a total of 
443.000 listed properties. 


Seven of the 21 listed bwklings are in central Ipbdpru ^DO fell 

in the Hayniarket: Mifibank Tower; theipfnjer offices. OT;®chitects ^bt^e, Rosejnbert and : . 
Martiefl in the City; 41 Alberroarte Street; Seke$, Soane and p£ntra Point . , 

The others are the CIS Building in PetBr 5 treet,\^H^phestef; CaT and Cpjrr SnitKty ; 
Birmingham; the Head Offices of PHkington Glassworks in Si 

in Wa ton-on -Thames, Surrey; the HeirttHeadquarteraB^ in Htllmgdon; tfeWoo^-- 
wotth store in St George’s Street, Canterbury; the Wyobe Pouferte ^teen.in O^enhatyt; - 
the John Lewis warehouse in Stevenage; the lead^Shot tower in Cheese Lane,. Bristol; 
Birmingham. New Street signal box; and four raifv^ .stations A Manchester Road, Har- 
low Town, Coventry, and the booking hall at Barking. v a • . .. . , 


‘Time bandit? angers 
Scots by delight plan 


The CC9PERATIVE BANK 


Why bank with one that isn’t? 


COUN BROWN and 
JOHN ARLfDGE 

The Scots were yesterday wak- 
ing up with anger to the plans 
of a southern Tory MP to put 
them on a different time-scale 
from the rest of Britain. 

Sir Hector Monro, a former 
Scottish Office minister, warned 
that John Rutteritfl’s private 
member's bill, which seeks to 
move Britain on to Central Eu- 
ropean Time ending the practice 
of puttirg* the docks back in win- 
ter, would threaten the Union. 

“The 72 Scots MPs will ve- 
hemently oppose iL It wOl cre- 
ate tensions,” Sir Hector 
Monro, Conservative MP for 
Dumfries, said. 

Sir Hector rejected as “ludi- 
crous” a co mpro mise offered by 
Mr ButterfiU to allow Scotland 
to continue putting the docks 
back, creating two time zones 
in the United Kingdom. He said 
people living in the borders 
would not be able to cope with 
two separate times - one for 



Monro: Warns against plan 

Dumfries and another for 
Carlisle. 

Scottish ministeis are also lin- 
ing up against the Bill, which 
would provide an extra hour of 
daylight in the evening but 
make winter mornings darker. 

Michael Rjrtyth, Ihe Secretary 
of State for Scotland, who wfl] 
announce on Thursday - St An- 
drews Day - government plans 
for devolving more powers to 
Scottish MPs, said he strongly 
opposed Mr Butte rfiii’s Ideas. 


In Scotland where, if Mr 
BulterffiTs proposals were ap- 
proved. most areas would re- 
main dark until 10am, 
nationalist politicians ridiculed 
the Tory backbencher as “a 
time bandit threatening Scot- 
land with daylight robbery”. 

But Mr ButterfiU, MP for 
Bournemouth TOst, strongly de- 
fended the BSL “It’s not a Ml pro- 
posed by an English MP. It’s 
backed by 130 organisations, in- 
cluding the RoyaJ Society for the 
Prevention of Accidents, the Po- 
lice Federation, the Sports Coun- 
cil. Age Concern, the British 
Tburist Authority and the CBL" 

He said it could save an es- 
timated 140 lives in accidents 
each year, and £250m ayear in 
energy. “Both of those would be 
particularly important in Scot- 
land because there are propor- 
tionately more accidents in the 
early afternoon and evening 
... and they have much harsh- 
er weather.” He said they would 
also benefit from an extra 
£ 1,000m a year in tourism. 


An offer of 

a lifetime. 


Free line rental this 
year. No tariff increases 
guaranteed for life. 




The COOPERATIVE BANK 
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NEW MODEL PCC-750. 

♦ 140 mins taflt-time ♦ 24 hrs 
standby-time ♦ Complete with 
standard battery and travel charger 

♦ Weight approx 310g 
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A gold card with no annual fee guaranteed for life 


The Co-operative Bank would like to offer you a golden opportunity. Our gold card 
comes with a guarantee of no annual fee for life. It also comes with a minimum credit 
limit of £3,000 and a balance transfer facility. This allows you to transfer the balance from 

your existing credit card and repay it at just \% interest a month. That’s 12.6% APR (variable). As it’s a Visa card, you’ll 
have the reassurance that it's welcomed at up to i I million outlets worldwide. If you earn £20,000 pa or more and already 


have a credit card, call us free quoting ref. 10802 
or post the coupon before 31st December 1995. 


0800 II 77 II 


Post to: Goldcard dept. Co-operative Bank pic, FREEPOST (MRS 1 92), Manchester Ml 9AZ or phone 0800 1 1 77 1 1 
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week). Please use block capitals. 
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news 


onn vpar-old Protestant enclave 

Irish divorce referendum: Campaign against liberalisation prevailing despite town s curious juu-yoai 

Catholic whisper 
enough to drown 
Calvin’s legacy 


ALAN MURDOCH 

Porta rlington, County Laois 

The electoral register in yes- 
terday's divorce referendum 
was not alone in showing 
Portarlington has a past differ- 
ent to other provincial towns. 

Gravestones and Great War 
plaques feature family names 
such as Blanc, Chump. 
LaCombre and Tabu lean, high- 
lighting the legacy of an earli- 
er conflict. French Huguenots 
and their descendants, reftigees 
from persecution at home who 
fled lo Holland and joined the 
army of William of Orange, set- 
tled here in the 169<'ls. 

Their leader, the Marquis de 
Revignie. “went native' 7 as “The 
Earl of Galway”. Thus was 
born a curious enclave of 
French Calvinism in the heart 
of Catholic Ireland. 

Inside “the French” church of 
St Paul's in the town, built first 
by Huguenots in 16%. Church 
of Ireland minister, the Rev- 
erend Scott Peoples, pauses 
before commenting on 5 per 


cent Protestant population in 
the vicinity. 

He is wary of Irish party 
leaders' warnings this week that 
a “majoritarian” imposition of 
Catholic views on divorce on re- 
ligious minorities in the 
Republic will send dangerous 
signals to Northern Ireland 
Unionists, at a time when 
Dublin is seeking the political 

accommodation of a Catholic 
nationalist minority there. 

“I'm not so concerned by 
lhaL because the community 
we're in has to express the be- 
liefs it holds ..." 

Like many he recognises that 
arguments, while intense, have 
been more controlled than dur- 
ing the 1986 referendum. Reli- 
gious affiliation locally, he 
suggests, is now less significant 
than social distinctions. 

In the neat town centre with 
its 18th century stone houses, 
the referendum seems muled. 
What little propaganda is visi- 
ble is all against divorce. In the 
main street is a solitary “scare” 
poster, warning** You Will Pay!” 


Wife hurled 
knives at MP 
over ‘gay affair 5 


David Ashby MP once had to 
lock himself and an elderly male 
friend in their rooms when his 
estranged wife began throwing 
knives and plates after accusing 
them of having an affair, the 
High Court heard yesterday. 

Mr Ashby, 55. the MP" for 
North West Leicestershire, who 
is suing for libel over an alle- 
gation in the Sunday Times that 
he Is a homosexual, had taken 
retired civil servant Edward 
O'Byme up lo his constituen- 
cy home. Ravenstone House, in 
June this year, his counsel Ge- 
offrey Shaw QC told the court. 

Sifvana Ashby. 52, who was 
convinced her hushand was 
having an affair with a doctor, 
Ciaran Kilduff. then arrived. 

“She was very angry and prob- 
ably expected lo find Dr Kilduff 
there," Mr Shaw said. “Kitchen 
knives and plates were thrown 
at Mr .Ashby. Then he got Mr 
O'Byme to his room and locked 
him in and eventually Mr Ash- 
by got to his room and locked 
hinisdfin, leaving his wife down- 
stairs shouting for some hours.” 

Mrs Ashby, who split from 
her husband at the end of 1993. 
was accompanied in court by 
their daughter Alexandra. 27." 

Mr Ashby is claiming dam- 
ages over the Sunday Tunes ar- 
ticle in January 1994 which 
said he had shared a bed with 
a male friend on a holiday in 
Goa the previous November. 

He says it alleged he was a 
practising homosexual who had 
misled Silvan a about the nature 
of his sexuality- that he bad lied 


to the public about having an af- 
fair with Dr Kilduff during a trip 
to France early in 1994: and that 
he was a hypocrite in empha- 
sising the importance of the 
family in his last election address. 

Times Newspapers Ltd and 
former Sunday Times editor 
.Andrew Neil deny libel, al- 
though they accept Mr Ashby 
did not holiday with a man in 
Goa. India. They claim that Mr 
Ashby was and is having an af- 
fair with Dr Kilduff. 

Mr Shaw said a private de- 
tective had been watching Mr 
Ashby on behalf of the Sunday 
Times. He said the newspaper 
had amended its defence last 
month to include the allegation 
that Mr Ashby spent the night 
of last Bank Holiday Monday, 28 
August with Dr Kilduff in the 
doctor's flat in Putney, south- 
west London, for reasons of 
“mutual homosexual affection". 

It had a video showing Mr 
Ashby arriving at 5.45pm on 28 
August and leaving at 8.30am 
the next morning. 

However, Mr Shaw said that 
Mr Ashby had in fact gone to 
the flat between 5pm and 6pm 
to put some plants in the gar- 
den before collecting Dr Kilduff 
from Heathrow’ at 9.25pm and 
dropping him off at the flat be- 
tween 11pm and midnight. 

He had gone into the flat for 
20 minutes but had spent the 
night at his flat in Wimbledon be- 
fore returning early next morn- 
ing to potter in the garden and 
have a cup of coffee with Dr Kil- 
duff before leaving at 830am. 


Give the joy 



This year, give them the joy of 
choosing their own presents with National 
Garden Gift Tokens. 

Easy to post, the colourful £1 to £20 
tokens can be bought and exchanged for a 
huge variety of plants and other gardening 
items at most Garden Centres, Garden Shops 
and Nurseries right across the UK. 

So give real joy this Christmas, give the 
gift chac grows. 




National Garden 
Gift Tokens 

Issued only by members of the 
Horticultural Trades Association 


10 per cent higher tax if the di- 
vorce ban is lifted- The oppo- 
nents of divorce are speaking 
rather than shouting. 

In her stationery shop Vera 
McLaughlin explains. “People 
here are very set in their ways. 
There are a lot of No voters 
around. What it is ispeople are 
afraid of an ‘explosion'. But if 
it is not passed it win be another 
20 or 30 years before it can be 
raised again. 1 * 

“In a whispered voice, she 
adds ruefully, “we will seem aw- 
ful backward if it is losL“ 

Ronnie and Jack Matthews, 
who run a busy cafe in the town, 
have Huguenot connections 
which include three Blancs mar- 
ried into the family. Despite ex- 
pectations of a “No” victory, 
Ronnie suggests that polls be- 
ing open until 10pm on a Fri- 
day could be significant in 
allowing Ireland's weekend mi- 
gration of tens of thousands of 
students to be in home towns in 
time to cast their mainly liber- 
al votes. “That was a dever 
stroke by someone." he says. 




Minority view: The Rev Scott Peoples in the churchyard of St Paul’s, Portarlington, founded by Huguenot settlers 


Photograph: Tony Gavin 



Now, at Hie touch of a 
button, capture a child's 
first steps, the big 
wedding day or the 
holiday of a lifetime - 
forever. At Dixons 
everyone can afford to 
awn a camcorder to 
preserve their memories. 

You'll find all the top brands, with the very latest in 
sophisticated easy-to-use electronic features: it's 
never been easier to make truly creative videos. 

And at Dixons, as well as all the blest models at 
very affordable prices - specially trained staff will 
be on hand to give advice and to help you choose 
the camcorder that's exactly right for you. 

You'll also find a huge range of 
accessories, from spare tapes and 
tripods to the very latest in 
additional lights and sound 
mixers. So if you're 
looking to buy a new 
camcorder, or replace 
your old one, why not 
check them out in Video 
Camera Magazine and 
then go info your nearest 
Dixons - and 
happy shooting! 




VIDEO 

camera 

MAGAZINE 


Eilher ask at your 
nearest Dixons store, or 
use the Video Camera 


easy-guide checklist to 
find out everything you 
need to know. 
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FREE 

HOLDALL 


FAMILY 8mm 
CAMCORDER WITH lOx ZOO 

• FuBy automatic operation with IQx optical zoonv 

• 3 programme AE modes. 

• 0.6 (ux law light capability. 

• Long play recording. 
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£50 FREE 
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8mm CAMCORDER WITH Dx POWBt ZOOM 

• 1 .5x inskrtf zoom facility. 

• Auto/nnxmcJ focus. 

• Dafe/time insert. 
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Budget countdown: Threatened by closures, the whisky producers of the Highlands and islands call for easing of tax burden 


scotch lobby in 
plea to protect 
distilleries 








i 


X * 


s 

-w 

• > 


COLIN BROWN 

Chief PoJrtical Correspondent 

Jiphn Major’s commitment to 
listen to Scottish opinion is be- 
ing challenged ahead of the 
Budget by the Scotch Whisky 
Association, which is lobbying 
hard to protect the distilleries 
from further closure. 

A total of four distilleries pro- 
ducing malt whisky dosed in the 
past year - Bruichladdich on Is- 
lay; Tullibardine in Perthshire; 
Tamnavuim in Speyside; and 
Glen Garioch in Aberdeen. 

But it is noL only the loss of 
the amber nectar that the Scots 
mourn. It is the loss of com- 
munities that the distilleries 
support. 

“There may be only a hand- 
ful of jobs in each distillery but 
the position of the distillery in 
the comm unify is very impor- 
tant Quite often, they keep the 
local school going, the district 
nurse, the hotel and the shop. 
The whisky lorries going to 
and fro keep the ferries open to 
the islands." said Campbell 


Evans, a spokesman for the 
Scotch Whisky Association. 

The four distilleries which 
closed brought the lota] num- 
ber of working distilleries down 
to S7 in Scotland. 

The SWA lobbies the Trea- 
sury every year for a freeze in 
duty on whisky, but in recent 
days, its leaders have met Ken- 
neth Clarke, the Chancellor, to 
demand a cut of S per cent 
which would take 5l)poff a bot- 
tle of whisk)-, with 4 per cent 
cuts ever year for the next 14 
years. 

The Treasury's revenue from 
whisky' fell by £80m when the 
duty was increased by 25 p on a 
bottle in J992. Mr Clarke avoid- 
ed any increase in his Budget 
last year, but reversed the de- 
cision. and increased it hv 26p 
a bottle in his mini-budget af- 
ter the defeat over VAT on fuel. 
The SWA say that revenue has 
fallen by £54 m as a result. 

“More duty means less Tor 
the Treasury," said the SWA 
spokesman. The association's 
atm is to reduce the tax on 


Scotch to the level of beer or 
wine. They complain that the 
duty on a glass of whisky is 29p. 
compared to nnly 17p Tor a glass 
of wine or 15p for a half pint of 
beer. 

They have hired a top-flight 
Westminster lobby organisa- 
tion, the Communications 
Group, and have been behind 
two delegations to see Mr 
Clarke at the Treasury to press 
their case. 

The campaign is being han- 
dled by Jonathan Caine, who 
was until a month ago the spe- 
cial adviser to Sir Patrick May- 
hew. the Secretary of Slate for 
Northern Ireland. 

Dame Jill Knight, the veter- 
an Tory backbencher, led a del- 
egation of Conservative MPs to 
Inc Chancellor a week ago. Mr 
Clarke met a group of senior 
SWA executives, including 
Hugh Morison. the director 
general, and John McGrath, 
chief executive, to hear their de- 
mands. 

Mr Clarke, a beer drinker, re- 
fused to give anything away. 
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Ring of bright water: A sample of whiskies from the Glengoyne distillery, in the Central region of Scotland 
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BRITAIN'S BIGGEST 
CAMCORDER RETAILER 


INTEREST & FREE 
ALL CAMCORDERS 
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SIEKEO SOUND 
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VHS-C CAMCORDER WITH 
Wx POWER ZOOM 

• 3 programme 
auto-exposure modes. 
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• Auto date record. JtW " m 
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SONY 

TRV30 


VHS-C lOx POWER ZOOM 
CAMCORDER 

• Hi-fi stereo sound. 

• 3 programme outo- 

exposure modes. m 

• Image stabilisation. P m 

• I lux low light capability. • » 
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8mm CAMCORDER 
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• 6 preset auto-exposure modes. 
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• Remote control. 
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8mm CAMCORDER WITH 
Qx VARIABLE SPffl) ZOOM 

• A mode programme AE. 

• Buifrin ¥ LCD screen. 

• 0.8 lux low light capability. 

• Remote control. 
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8mm CAMCORDER 
WITH 3x ZOOM 

• Optimal colour viewfinder. • LCD data screen. 

• Point and shoot camcorder. 

PLUS £69.99 FREE ACCESSORIES 

Was £299799. £369.99. 
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VIDEO 
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Call the Video Camera credit 
card hotline - 0171 284 01 25 
- and take out an annual 
subscription* and we'll send 
you a Scotch Video Album 
VMS tape worth £4.99 absolutely free! 
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Hard times for 
men who make 
the hard stuff 


JOHN ARUDGE 

Scotland Correspondent 

At the Glengoyne distillery, 
□ear the Trossachs, little has 
changed since whisky distilling 
began there in 1833. 

The burn, which provides 
the pure unpealed water for 
producing whiskies, still runs 
down a waterfall outside the 
granite stiHhouse. Inside, the lat- 
est generation of madmen and 
stilhnen shuffle from washback 
I to still checking the quality of 
I the distillate, which will mature 
for up to 10 years in oak casks 
before being bottled. 

But behind this quiet tradi- 
tion, workers at Glengoyne, 
like many in Scotland’s 87 dis- 
tilleries, are worried. Kenneth 
Clarke’s decision to levy an 
extra 26p duty on a bottle of 
whisky in his mini- Budget last 
December has led to a sharp de- 
cline in whisky sales. 

Figures based on returns 
from Customs and Erase reveal 
(hat clearances from bond, the 
warehouses where the spirit 
must mature for at least three 
years to meet the legal re- 
quirement to become Scotch, 
have fallen by around 20 per 
cent since January. 

Distillers insist that with 
whisky taxed at£7a bottle, com- 
pared with just over £1 for 


wine, Britain is pricing one of 
its finest products out of the do- 
mestic market. And sales on the 
Continent, which have been 
rising in recent years, are be- 
ginning to level off as foreign 
governments, taking their cue 
from the Chancellor, begin to 
lax whisky more heavily. 

Jim Turle has worked at 
Glengoyne for 20 years. He de- 
scribes the dramatic changes in 
the industry. “In the Seventies 
distilleries were selling around 
13 million cases of Scotch in the 
UK and around 22 tnillioa in the 
US. Now the figures are around 
10 million cases in each market. 
The figures speak For them- 
selves. One of Britain’s best 
products is at risk and unfair tax- 
ation is largely to blame.” 

Mr Turle argues that if 
whisky was cheaper, sales would 
rise and the Government’s tax 
take would grow. Mr Clarke, he 
says, should cut 50p off the price 
of a bottle of Scotch. He ac- 
knowledges criticism distillers 
have been slow to market 
Scotch to a “lost generation” of 
drinkers under 30 who now 
prefer vodka and white rum. But 
he points to a series of ground- 
breaking television adverts as 
evidence the industry is putting 
its slillhouse in order. “We are 
doing our bit. It is lime for the 
Government to do its.” 
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Splendid Christmas Wine Sale 
Fine & Rare Wines, Spirits & Vintage Port 
London, Wednesday 6th December 1995 

Glorious Burgundies from Henri layer and 
Leroy, extraordinary Clarets from the 1940s 
and 1950s, as well as classic years of the 1980s, 
Pdtrus, Romande-Conti, Yquem. Del a main 
old-landed Cognac, fabulous Darroze Armagnac. 

Plus exceptional historic Caion Sdgur. 

Special Pre-Sale Tasting 5th December 
for catalogue subscribers. 

1996 Wine courses start 22nd January 1996. 

Telephone (01 7 1 J 408 505 1 . 

SOTHEBYS 


For buying and selling wine at Sotheby’s please 
call (0171) 314 4423 or fax (0171) 40S 5961. 
To order catalogues please telephone 
(017 f I 314 4444 or fax (0171 f 408 5909. 
34-35 New Bond Street. London WlA 2AA 
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Citroens head 
table of most 
dangerous cars 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

Gtroen 2CVs and Dyanes, old- 
er Toyota Carinas and VatufaaU 
Carltons should be avoided by 
safety conscious drivers who 
want to survive crashes, ac- 
cording to an analysis of acci- 
dent statistics. 

The Department of Transport 
yesterday published research on 
which cars fare best in crashes 
and they show sharp diver- 
gences even between similarly- 
sized cars. 

The statistics arc divided 
into four groups depending on 
the size of the car and not sur- 
prisingly bigger cars tend to be 
considerably safer than small- 
er ones. 

From analysing forms died 
in by police following over 
1 70,000 collisions between cars, 
models have been classified ac- 
cording (o the rate of personal 
injury. Adjustments have been 
made to take account of the 
type of accident, such as 
whether it was side-on, and the 
type of driver, such as their age 
and sex. 

As with last year's analysis, 
when the siatistisdes were com- 
piled for the first time, the lit- 
tle ratify Citroens which look as 


! Vehicles not Hsted below have 
an average safety record. Cars 
are listed In a lp ha bet ic al order 

bleach group*. 

Smah Cars 

Above averagp 

Renault Clio Mar '91-Dec *94 

Peugeot 205 Jan *85-Dec ‘94 

Beta* average 

Rover Mini Jan *85- Dec '94 

Nissan Micra Jan ‘85- Dec *92 

Rat Panda Jan '85-Dec -94 

Citroen AX Jun ‘87-Dec W 

Citroen 2CV/Dyane Jan 85-Aug *90 


Lower Mediant Cars 
Above average 
VbMu'300 lan -85-Dec -91 - 

VW^Vento ftfr -92-060 ‘94 
Vw Gotfyjetta Jan '35- Jan '92 
YW Mkl/Cabrio Jan '85-Dec *93 
VauxhaU AstraiOei !9±-Dec *94 


if they would crumple on impact 
live up to their image. They are 
by far the most dangerous cars 
to drive, with a protection val- 
ue rating of around 35 per cent 
below the average for all cars. 
By contrast, the slick well-ad- 
vertised Renault Clio heads 
the small car table, with a safe- 
ty performance just below the 
average for all cars. 

The “lower medium*’ cars are 
dominated by VWs with the 
Goli/Vento. the GolKfetta and 
the Golf Mkl/Cabrio taking 
three of the top four places, with 
the Volvo 300 topping the 
group. Nissan Cherrys have the 
worst record with protection val- 
ue 15 per cent the average for 
aU cars. 

For upper medium cars, the 
Toyota Girina models built be- 
tween early 19S5 and early 
1988 figure particularly badly 
with a protection value 10 per 
cent below the average for all 
cars but more recent Carinas 
are in the average for the group. 
Among the safer cars, the VW 
PussaL the Mercedes 190 and 
the Mazda 626 head the group. 

While larger cars all have pro- 
tection values above the aver- 
age for all cars, Vauxhalls 
perform particularly badly with 
both Senators and Carlton in 
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the bottom five. Afohras, pre- 
dictably perhaps, are the top 
three. 

The statistics do not include 
1995 models because there have 
not been sufficient accidents to 
produce accurate data. 

The booklet only deals w ith 
the prospects of avoiding injury 
or death once a crash has oc- 
curred, rather than the chances 
of being involved in one. 

The DoT therefore admits 
that the booklet gives only a par- 
tial picture of car safety tty not 
including these accident rates 
but say that the booklet is still 
useful in allowing people to 
make comparisons between 
models. And, of course, while 
larger cars are safer for occu- 
pants, they are more dangerous 
for pedestrians, whose safety is 
not taken into account by the 
statistics. However, the booklet 
does advise owners not to fit bull 
bars, which have been shown to 
increase risk to pedestrians 
struck by cars. 

The Society of Motor Man- 
ufacturers and Traders was dis- 
missive of the analysis: “We feel 
people should not take this in- 
formation too seriously when as- 
sessing their next car purchase.'* 
□ Choosing Safety is published 
byHMSO;£2.99. 
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Back in action: An 160-year-okJ steam eriglfi^ura^fo^ifenor5IeTre^me in 125 years, under the watchful 

engineer of the British Engfneerittm in Hove. The engine has been restored after being discovered In Vienna Photo graph. Andrew Hasson 

‘Onco-mouse’ spreads Second ‘boot camp’ 

confusion in patent office toget ego ' a ea 


TDM WILKIE 

Science Editor 

The public hearing to decide 
whether it is possible to patent 
a genetically engineered moose 
broke up in confusion yesterday, 
with no decision being reached. 

However, officials of the Eu- 
ropean Patent Office (EPO) in 
Munich have told Harvard Uni- 
versity to redraft the terms of its 
patent concerning a mouse which 
had been genetkaBy engineered 
to develop cancer. 

The hearing, which began on 
Tuesday and ran late into the 
evenings, ended abruptly yes- 
terday morning, with the four 
EPO officials gathering their pa- 
pers and leaving the room. 


They refused to bear protests 
from the British barrister, Daniel 
Alexander, ai the hearing's pre- 
mature termination. However, 
they did say that opposition 
could be made in writing rather 
than orally to a tribunal. 

Peter Stevenson, from Com- 
passion in World Farming 
(CIWF), which has co-ordinat- 
ed opposition to the patent in 
the United Kingdom, said: “I 
think we made great headway 
although I would not like to 
guess at the final outcome.'* 

The original patent covered 
not just mice but any non-hu- 
man mammal with an inserted 
oncogene (cancer-causing 
gene). It now appears likely that 
die patent, if allowed at alt wifl 


be restricted so as to exclude 
possible onco-rabbits, onco- 
dogs, or onco-monkeys. 

The opposition, from reli- 
gious groups and animal welfare 
organisations, centred on moral 
and legal objections to the idea 
that a bving animal could be clas- 
sified as an “invention" and thus 
patented, rather than as a “prod- 
uct of nature", nnH unpatentable. 

CIWF and the British Union 
for the Abolition of Vivisection 
also claimed it was imm oral to 
patent an animal brought into 
existence specifically to devel- 
op painiul lethal disease. Arti- 
cle 53a of the European Patent 
Convention prohibits patents 
whose exploitation would be 
contrary tp.mpraIity. j; -^ ; 


JOHN RENTOUL 

A second American -style “boot 
camp" for young offenders has 
been given tire go-ahead by 
ministers. According to gov- 
ernment sources, the Home 
Office will shortly announce a 
camp to be set up next year at 
Colchester military corrective 
centre in Essex. 

The centre, for 30 offenders 
aged IS to 21, is part of a pilot 
scheme announced tty Michael 
Howard, the Home Secretary, 
in September. 

Mr Howard then announced 
that the first boot camp, the 60- 
place Thorn Cross near War- 
rington. Cheshire, would open 
next summer. 

Despite the Prime Minis- 
ter's promise to “shock young 


offenders out of drifting into 
crime", the Government’s ex- 
perience of various kinds of 
“short sharp, shock" regimes 
for young offenders has been 
unsuccessful since 1979. Home 
Office sources are cautious 
about the latest American-in- 
spired scheme. They stress it is 
a small-scale experiment, and 
say its “graduates" will be mon- 
itored closely. 

Colchester, which will be run 
by the Army as an attachment 
to the existing centre for court- 
martial! ed soldiers, will have a 
more physical regime than at 
Thorn Cross. The regime is de- 
signed to keep inmates frilly oc- 
cupied from 630am to 10pm and 
will have less behavioural ther- 
apy, such as anger management 
training, than Them] Cross. 
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'Heart and Soul... 

a television 
bre akthroughr 


I recognise in Heart and Soul 9 that rare thing - a television breakthrough. 
There are moments when television turns its back on old conventions 
and takes us on a magical ride into a new world ” 

So said Sir Denis Forman, chairman of the judges at the prestigious 
Sandford St. Martin Trust awards for religious broadcasting. 

Congratulations go to all those who have helped 
BBC Religious Broadcasting achieve such high standards. 

Sandford St.Martin Trust Awards 1995 

Premier Award (Winner) 

‘Hentrr and Soul ' 

(BBC North) 

Merit Award (Joint Winner) 

'Songs of Praise' 

(BBC North) 

and to 

Premier Runner-Up Award (Winner) 

‘ Diioali Lights’ 

(Fulcrum Productions for BBC Bristol) 
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as he starts 
life in jail 


STEVE BOGGAN 

Nick Leeson, the rogue Barings 
trader, was given his first taste 
of Singapo rean prison life last 
night after a judge remanded 
him in custody at a maximum 
security jaiL 

The man credited with bring- 
ing down Britain's oldest bank 
slept on a straw mattress in a 
spartan cell shared with two 
white-collar criminals in Tanah 
Merah prison. 

Mr Leeson, 28. will stay at the 
prison until l December when 
a date for his trial is likely to be 
set. During his first court 
appearance yesterday, he wore 
his futures trading uniform and 
looked tired after the flight 
from Frankfurt and a night’s 
interrogation by Singapore’s 
Commercial Affairs Depart- 
ment, the equivalent of Britain's 
Serious Fraud Office. 

It took 75 minutes for the 1 1 
charges against him to be read 
in full from 19 sheets of paper, 
a process for which District 
Judge Tan Siong Thye apolo- 
gised. “I know it's laborious,’' he 
said. “But we have no choice. 
We have to go through it." 

Mr Leeson is charged with 
fraud and forgery in the disas- 
trous dealing, which brought the 
232-year-old bank to its knees 
last February with £84 Dm loss- 
es. Six of the charges allege that 
he cheated the Singapore In- 
ternational Money Exchange 
(SIMEX). three allege that he 
forged documents and two that 
he defrauded Barings Futures 
Singapore. 

The charge sheets contained 
reams of figures to illustrate the 
allegations of forgeries and 
misrepresentations he is ac- 
cused of making in order to con- 
ceal his enormous, 
unauthorised losses. 

The forgery charges alleged 
that Mr Leeson altered bank 
and company documents to 
show that Barings Futures was 
owed 7.778 billion yen by a US 
company, Spear, Leeds and 
Kellogg. . 

This was done to deceive Bar- 


ings auditors into believing that 
Barings Futures had enough 
money to fund the futures bets, 
when it fact it did not. 

He allegedly hid losses in an 
account called Error Account 
S8888 and created credits in oth- 
er accounts to give the impres- 
sion that he could cover his 
losses. 

Mr Leeson was betting on 
Japanese stocks rising but they 
plunged in the wake of last 
year's Kobe earthquake. 

Instead of pulling out and 
cutting his losses, he continued 
on what has been described as 
a “double or quits” strategy. No- 
one has ever alleged that he 
stole money for himself. 

Throughout yesterday’s hear- 
ing in court 26'of the Subordi- 
nate Courts building, which his 
wife, Lisa, did not attend. Mr 
Leeson listened soberly and 
made no comment. He was not 
asked to enter a plea. 

His solicitor. John Koh, said 
the trial could begin as early as 
late December. 

Until then, Mr Leeson will 
sleep on his straw mattress in a 
cell with no furniture. He will 
eat standard prison fare, which 
includes meals without pork for 
Muslims, and he will have dai- 
ly visitation rights except at 
weekends. 

Remand prisoners are also 
allowed visits by ordained min- 
isters with the approval of the 
director of prisons, as well as 
meetings with lawyers. For- 
eigners may be visited by con- 
sular officers from their 
embassies or high commissions. 

If convicted. Mr Leeson laces 
a maximum sentence of 14 
years. 

However, there has been 
much speculation that he will re- 
ceive a much shorter sentence 
in return for co-operating with 
the Singaporeans, whose own 
inquiry asked questions of the 
behaviour of James B3X, Mr 
Lee son's superior in the Sin- 
gapore operation, and Peter 
Norris, his boss in Britain. Mr 
Leeson has said he will co-op- 
erate fuDv. 



From the Impressionist and Modem sales: Above, Gauguin’s small painting Femmes au fiord <fe la S U To ' ,ette {e5t * 

£0.8-lm), both at Sotheby's. Below right, one of only two bronze versions of Brancusi s sculpture Le Commencement du Monde (est. at _ 

Modern art sale offers 
Gauguin’s Tahiti magic 
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JOHN MCKIE 

The finest collection of Impres- 
sionist and Modem Art seen in 
Britain this year - including a 
sculpture never before seen by 
the public - is to be sold this week 
in two auctions in London. 
Sotheby’s will offer some of the 
century’s best works in a two-day 
sale, opening on Monday, with 
painting s by Gauguin, Manet and 
Pissarro. Among them is one of 
Paul Gauguin's first canvases of 
the South Seas, Femmes ouBord 
de la Z&t&e. which dates from his 
first visit to Tahiti in I89I-3. Last 
June, Gauguin's last landscape of 
Tahiti fetched £5 .5m at Sotheby’s 


and this smaller work is expect- 
ed to fetch £1.5-2m. 

Claude Monel’sMatmeesurla 
Seine (esL £1-1 25m), Degas's La 
Toilette (est. £0.8-£lm) and a se- 
lection of work from German ex- 
pressionists. including Max 
Pechstein, Egon Schiele and 
Erich Heckel are on offer aswefl. 
On TUesday, Christie's offers 
work never before seen by the 
public, a version of Constantin 
Brancusi's Le Commencement 
du Monde. The bronze sculp- 
ture, kept in a private collection 
for 70 years, is eroected to re- 
alise up to £2m. Christie s also 
has works by Bonnard. Picasso. 
Degas and Magritte. 
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Fatal attack 

on unborn 
child ‘can be 
murder case’ 


Rebuilt attraction: Discovery of lower roof denies William the Conqueror architect s role 
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A man who stabbed his preg- 
nant girlfriend ultimately caus- 
ing the death of their baby 
daughter, could have been tried 
for murder, the Lord Chief 
Justice, Lord Taylor, ruled yes- 
terday. 

The Attorney General, Sir 


Act 1967 is not acting unlawfully 
and hence, were such a doctor 
to be charged with murder, the 
charge would fail because the 
element that the act must be un- 
lawful could not be made ouL” 
The woman victim was 
slabbed during a drunken row 
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judges in the Court of Appeal 
to rule in a test case that the 
man had committed either mur- 
der or manslaughter. However, 
Lord Taylor immediately al- 
lowed yesterday's ruling io go 
to the House of Lords because 
of its importance to the law. 

He emphasised that his de- 
cision would not have any im- 
plications for doctors canying 
out abortions. 

Simon Hawksworth QC had 
argued at the bearing that no of- 
fence could be committed 
against a child who. at the time 
of the attack which later caused 
its death, was as yet unborn and 
therefore not legally recog- 
nised as “a person in being". 

He warned the appeal judges 
that to uphold the Attorney 
General’s case would "open 
up a very difficult area" in re- 
lation to laic abortions and the 
delivery of live foetuses which 
are then allowed to die. 

But Lord Taylor, silting in the 
Court of Appeal with Mr Jus- 
tice Kay and Mrs Justice Steel, 
said in his judgment: “A doctor 
who carries out an abortion in 
accordance with the Abortion 



Lord Tayior: Appeal ruling 


prematurely. Her baby, which 
bore a stab wound in her ab- 
domen. died four months later. 

Two years ago. her boyfriend 
was acquitted of murdering the 
child on the directions of a judge 
at Leeds Crown Court 

The man. sentenced to four 
years in jail for wounding the 
woman, has not been named at 
the Court of Appeal and yes- 
terday’s ruling cannot affect 
his acquittal on the murder 
charge. 

However, a new point of law 
has been formulated which will 
mean that anyone causing un- 
lawful injury to a foetus or a 
pregnant woman which even- 
tually causes the death of the 
child may face manslaughter or 
murder charges. 

In their conclusions yester- 
day. the judges ruled: •'Murder 
or* manslaughter can be com- 
mitted where unlawful injury is 
deliberately inflicted either to 
a child in utero or to a mother 
carrying a child in utero. 

•The requisite intent to be 
proved in the case of murder is 
an intention to kill or cause re- 
ally serious bodily injury to the 
mother, the foetus before birth 
being viewed as an integral 
part of the mother.” 

Lord Taylor allowed the case 
to be referred to the House of 
Lords after Andrew Lees, junior 
counsel for the man in the 
Leeds trial, said the judgment 
was “a mailer of great public im- 
portance with far reaching con- 
sequences. 

“It does widen protection to 
the unborn child, not only to 
charge yf murder and 
- -'fauguler but to charges of 
unlawiu! violence. It should be 
decided by the House of Lords 
because it is a redirection of 
law.” 
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Historical due: The visible outline of the Tower’s original, pitched roof 

Tower’s secret storey 
rewrites history 






Time watch: Geoffrey Parnell in front of the White Tower 


hi’! 


Photographs: John Moos 


DAVID LISTER 

Arts Correspondent 

Officials at the Tower of Lon- 
don have uncovered a 900- 
year-old secret which means 
that the history of Britain's 
most famous tourist attraction 
win have to be rewritten. 

It has been discovered that 
the White Tower, the imposing 
centrepiece of the Tower, was 
originally only two thirds the size 
it is now. 

It emerges that the roof of the 
famous btuldmg is not the orig- 
inal built by W illiam the Con- 
queror, as has always been 
assumed. Instead, in what might 
be the hist example of a royal 
offspring trying to emulate and 
outdo his father, hs son William 
Rufus put on a higher roof. 

Guy Wilson, Master of the 
Armouries at the Tower of 
London, described the discov- 
ery as a “sensational” find. "It 
changes the history of the White 
Tower, one of the most famous 
buildings in Britain,” he said. 

The discovery was made by 
Geoffrey Parnell, Keeper of 
Tower History and author of the 
official history of the building. 
He was clearing parts of the 
White Tbwer to redisplay it 
after moving objects up to the 
new Royal Armouries museum 


in Leeds, when he found on a 
stone wall a visible scar of the 
original pitched roof. 

A search through 
Saxon Chronicle showed there 
had been a hurricane in 1090, 
leaving the b uilding “sore shak- 
en by the wind" 

The subsequent rebuilding of 
the Tower of London by 
William Rufus means that his- 
torians will now have to decide 
why he changed his father's 
plans, and what uses would 
have been made of the original, 
much smaller building. Mr Par- 
nell said the significance for 
architectural historians was 
enormous. 

He added: "There is a dear 
scar of a pitched roof which pre- 
dates the fiat one. It sets the cat 
among the pigeons in terms of 
the Tower’s history. It now 
looks like the violent storm of 
1090 was the sort of event 
which may have brought about 
a major remodelling of the 
building. 

“Rufus was a builder 
monarch. He built the Great 
Hall at Westminster. He wasn’t 
a man to do things by half. So 
he deady decided to improve 
on his father's efforts. One has 
to accept that there’s strong 
evidence of an earlier, lower 
root, so we now have to find out 


bow the earlier rooms worked. 
The two main chambers on the 
first floor now begin to look 
more like conventional Norman 
halls." 

Mr Wilson added: “No one 
bad thought before that the 
building was at the wrong 
height.” 

Mr Parnell’s official book 
on the Tower says: “The White 
Tower is still one of the potent 
symbols of Norman authority. 
To the native Saxon population 
of London, unfamiliar with 
buildings of such scale and ap- 
pearance, it must have provid- 
ed a vivid reminder that a new 
order had been established.” 

Now. of course, the new dis- 
covery makes it clear that 
William the Conqueror's build- 
ing was a third less imposing. 

“It's an enigma,” said Mr Par- 
nell yesterday. “Why did Rufus 
do it? The original building 
would have looked different and 
worked differently. What went 
on inside it? We don't have the 
answers yet.” 

The re-examination of the 
White Tower, which attracted 
2.3 million visitors last year, is 
leading to other discoveries. An 
exploration of disused chimney 
flues has found a bird's nest 
believed to be hundreds of 
years old. 
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Mexico scandal: Geneva police launch money-laundering inquiry 

Salinas relative held 
in $84m Swiss swoop 


RAYMOND WHITAKER 
and agencies 


The scandal enveloping Mexi- 
co's political establishment ac- 
quired fresh dimensions 
yesterday when the Swiss au- 
thorities announced that the sis- 
Ler-in-law of the former 
president. Carlos Salinas de 
Gortari, had been arrested in 
Geneva in a drugs and money- 
lau nde ring invest iga tion. 

Paulina Castanon was ar- 
rested in the company of her 
brother. Antonion Castanon. as 
she used false documents in an 
attempt to withdraw S84m 
(£5 3m) from a Swiss bank ac- 
coi* ...■cording to the Mexi- 
can attorney-general's office. 
She is the wife of Mr Salinas's 
brother. Raul, who has been in 
detention since February on 
charges that he masterminded 
the murder of the secretary-gen- 
eral of Lhe ruling Institutional 
Revolutionary Fhrty tPRl). 

Mexican newspapers yester- 
day published photographs of a 
false driving licence bearing 
Raul Salinas's photograph but 
in the name of Juan Guillermo 
Gomez, an alias the authorities 
say he has used before to buy 
one of the 21 properties they 
claim be accumulated during his 


brothers years in power. His 
wife presented the licence at the 
Geneva bank as proof of iden- 
tic. Investigators subsequent- 
ly 'found a birth certificate, 
passport and other documents 
bearing the same photograph 
and false name. 

Without naming Ms Cas- 
tanon, the Swiss statement said 
two Mexican nationals had been 
arrested and bank accounts 
containing millions of dollars 
had been blocked in Geneva 
and Zurich. "In collaboration 
with US and Mexican authori- 
ties, " the statement added, “a 



judicial police inquiry is under 
wav into several Mexican na- 


President Salinas: his 
reputation is tarnished 


tionals for alleged activities in 
financing drug trafficking and 
laundering money from the 
traffic of drugs." 

Former president Salinas was 
praised as an economic re- 
former while in office, but his 
reputation collapsed almost as 
soon as his term was over. Hav- 
ine been tipped as a possible 
leader of the new World Trade 
Organisation until the scandal 
broke, he left Mexico under a 
cloud earlier this year, having 
quarrelled publicly with his suc- 
cessor. Ernesto Zedillo. A few 
days earlier his brother had 
been arrested for allegedly or- 


dering the assassination of 
Francisco Ruiz Massieu, the 
PR] secretary-general. The ex- 
president’s present where- 
abouts arc not known, although 
Reforma newspaper reported 
yesterday that he had been 
sighted at the end of August in 
Cuba, using a false identity. 

The arrest of Ms Castanon 
adds evidence of possible drug- 
dealing and corruption to a 
case of murder and betrayal 
among families at the lop of 
Mexico's political structure. 
Even the brother of the assas- 
sinated politician is implicated. 
Having been put in charge of in- 


vestigating the killing. Mario 
Ruiz Massieu, a former Deputy 
Attorney-General, is accused of 
trying to cover up Raul Salinas’s 
alleged part in the murder ploL 
His previous job was heading 
the anti-narcotics work of the at- 
torney-general's office; prose- 
cutors now claim to have found 
nearly 57m in bank accounts he i 
opened in Tbxas. 

The Mexican authorities say 
the latest arrests show that 
Raul S atinas amassed a fortune 
while his brother was in office, 
using a false identity and 30 
bank accounts. They plan to 
question him in detention about 
the origin of the money his wife 
was trying to withdraw. 

The man who carried out 
Francisco Ruiz Massieu ’s mur- 
der in September 1994, Daniel 
Aguilar Itevino, was arrested at 
the scene and sentenced to 50 
years in prison. Police soon ar- 
rested a half a dozen alleged 
conspirators, but the key figure. 
Manuel Munoz Rocha, a con- 
gressman, disappeared soon af- 
ter the killing , and prosecutors 
say they are afraid he may be 
dead Raul Salinas has denied 
claims by some witnesses that 
he was close to Mr Munoz 
Rocha, and saw him after Ruiz 
Massieu was killed 
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Nuclear stunt 


strikes fear in 
heart of Russia 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 
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It may not compare with the 
havoc he caused when he took 
1,000 Russians hostage, but 
Sh amil Basayev will doubtless 
be rubbing his hands in glee af- 
ter his latest stunt at the Krem- 
lin’s expense — the disclosure 
that a radioactive container 
was buried in the middle of 
Moscow. 

Officials were compelled to 
use a network of sensors across 
the entire city to look for high 
radiation levels after the 
Chechen rebel disclosed the 
whereabouts of the “hot” pack- 
age to a Russian television sta- 
tion, NTV, which tracked it 
down beneath a thin covering 
of snow in a park. 

The Russian authorities, who 
sent three teams of emergency 
workers to the scene, sought to 
play down the affair by point- 
ing out that the object was not 
particularly dangerous to hu- 
man life, although it was giving 
off at least 30 times more radi- 
ation than the normal back- 
ground level. 

The Federal Security Ser- 
vice - one of the descendants of 
the KGB - said the object, 
found in Izmailova Park in east 
Moscow, contained caesaum- 
137, which is used in cancer re- 
search and therapy. 

Officials said that their city- 
wide monitoring, using a net- 
work of 46 mobile sensors, had 
found nothing unusual - al- 


though this is small comfort to 
Muscovites, who know that the 
capita] is dotted with hundreds 
of "hot’' spots. 

But the incident will have 
alarmed the Russian security 
services, which are bracing 
themselves for tomorrow’s an- 
niversary of the outbreak of 
fightin g in Chechnya. Tensions 
in the republic have been fur- 
ther cranked up by the Yeltsin 
administration's plans to bold 
elections in Chechnya next 
month, which the rebels have 
vowed to disrapL 

Russia has long feared that 
the conflict will be brought to 
the streets of Moscow, a con- 
cern that has deepened in the 
last few days with the discovery 
and disposal of two mines near 
a city highway frequently used 
by government staff. Moscow 
officials yesterday announced 
they were tightening security on 
the streets, by throwing a new 
ring of police and traffic pa- 
trolmen around the city’s 
perimeter, and stepping up pa- 
trols at airports and stations. 

Although they claimed this 
was unrelated to Mr Basayev's 
latest exploits, he has been 
taunting the Kremlin since he 
masterminded the commando- 
style operation which led to the 
hostage- taking In a town in 
southern Russia last June. The 
nature of his threats mil send 
a chill down the spine of the 
toughest security official: be 
tails of mounting raids on Rus- 
sia’s nuclear power stations. 
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Moscow — Stop almost anyone 
in the street and you'll discov- 
er that Viktor Chernomyrdin, 
the Prime Minister, is not short 
of critics, writes Phil Reeves. 
You will meet pensioners with- 
out money or heating, soldiers 
without pay or clothing and 
women without jobs or housing. 
Now a new name can be added 
to the list: Glenn Hughes, ex- 
bass guitarist for Deep Purple. 

A week ago, the British mu- 
sician could not have picked out 
the grey-suited, balding Russian 
Prime Minister out of a police 
line-up of global politicians. 
Now, to his evident annoyance, 
he would have no difficulty, hav- 
ing been bombarded with im- 
ages of the great man. 

When Hughes agreed to give 
a concert in Moscow this week 
he thought it would simply be 
for “the Russian people". He 
had no idea the event was or- 
ganised by Our Home Is Rus- 
sia, the centrist party supported 
by President Boris Yeltsin and 
headed by Mr Chernomyrdin, 
who is desperately trying to cur- 
ry favour with Russian trendies 
before next month's parlia- 
mentary elections. 

The guitarist was "mortifiecT 
when the press broke lhe news 
to him. “I didn’t know anything 
about the situation behind thi 



Chemomyrdinrtridhed Deep 
Purple man Into playing 


concert, so I really must apol- 
ogise 101 per cent," he told a 
press conference, as he sat be- 
fore a giant poster of the Prime 
Minister (whom he could not 
identify). “I feel really stupid 
right now, but I have a concert 
to do so I must compose my- 
self, " And off he went, to a stage 
bedecked with party posters. 

The concert was one of a se- 
ries organised by an offshoot of 
Mr Chernomyrdin’s party. Rus- 
sians may be new to electoral 
politics, but they are fast learn- 
ing Lhe tricks: the initiative’s or- 
ganiser told the Moscow Tones 
his mission was to “cynically tar- 
get youth by providing them 
with action shows”, an under- 
standable ambition, given that 
the party lags behind the Com- 
munists in the opinion polls. 
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Egiola international 

Social-security protest: 'People power’ surprises Juppe as thousands march and many air, sea and rail li nks are paralysed 

France brought to a 
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standstill by strikes 


MARY DEJEVSKY 
Paris 

If the French government did 
not know what it was up against 
in trying to reform the social- 
security system, it docs now. For 
five hours yesterday, a column 
of up to 50,000 demonstrators 
marched through central Paris, 
paralysing traffic in the city's 
cornmeroaJ district on the right 
bank of the Seine and drawing 
bemused exclamations of 
"Amazing!" and, at times, warm 
applause from onlookers 
massed on the pavements. 

Arranged in almost tribal 
formation, union by union, each 
with its own coloured banners 
and battle-chants, the demon- 
strators processed slowly in 
some disorganisation, mingling 
cries of “Chirac and Jupp£ - 
Out, Out, Out!’, angry drum- 
ming, and snatches of French 
popular songs reworded to 
protest against "butchery of 
the social -security system". 

Big stores had barred their 
dooxs, but small shops and 


caf6s, whose owners could be 
heard debating loudly whether 
to shut for safety’s sake or slay 
open for the sake of business, 
did a roaring trade. 

The accompanying strikes 
brought many of France’s in- 
ternal and cxiernal transport 
links lu a standstill. Air France 
managed in operate fewer than 
one in five of its short-haul 
flights: some provincial French 
airports managed no flights at 
alL There were neither flights 
nor femes to Corsica, which was 
cut off for the day. 

Cross-Channel links were 
badly disrupted. There were no 
ferries from Calais: French-op- 
erated ships remained in port: 
British ferries were rerouted to 
Belgian ports; no cargo ships 
sailed at ail. Other ports, how- 
ever, including Dieppe and 
most of those farther west, 
worked normally. 

Although the Channel Tun- 
nel shuttle trains operated with- 
out a hitch, Lhe Eurostar service 
was unable to run the 10 out of 
12 Ruis-London trains it had 


confidently predicted the pre- 
vious day. The first two trains 
due out in the morning were 
prevented from leaving by two 
dozen or so pickets who 
blocked the line. Eurostar laid 
on coaches to transport pas- 
sengers to Folkestone via the 
shuttle, but by 1 lam only three 
coaches had left. 

The departure board at the 
usually bustling Gare du Nord 
was blank. Some high-speed 
trains did run on major French 
routes, but only a fraction of the 
usual number. Suburban train 
networks into Paris and other 
big cities were in effect shut 
down. 

By mid-afternoon only one nf 
the 12 Paris underground lines 
was operating; and fewer than 
10 per cent of buses. The morn- 
ing rush-hour had seen im- 
probable traffic jams at the 
entry points into central Paris, 
and drivers were expecting a re- 
peat performance in the 
evening. The picture was re- 
pealed across France. 

According to official figures 
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produced by the public-service 
ministry, yesterday’s strikes 
were less well supported than 
the public-sector strike on 1U 
October, called to protest 
against the government's dec- 
laration of a public-sector wage 
freeze for 19%. 

However, the disruption to 
transport by the end of the day, 
and the scenes on the streets, 
told a different story. While 
most banks managed to slay 
open, post offices, benefit of- 
fices and labour exchanges were 
all shut. And if - which is open 
to question - more people 
turned up at work than on 10 
October, considerably more 
people also turned out on the 
streets to demonstrate. 

In late morning, President 
Jacques Chirac, and lhe Prime 
Minister. Alain Jupp£. whose 
plan to reform the health and 
social-security system was the 
object of all the protests, held 
an unscheduled meeting at Lhe 
Elysec. Mr Juppe left whhouL 
saying anything, but the labour 
and social affairs minister. 
Jacques Barrel, later said in a 
radio interview that the gov- 
ernment wanted to restart a di- 
alogue “to exorcise the fears 
expressed by the demonstrators 
and strikers”. 

It was Mr Barrel who, in Sep- 
tember, announced the 1996 
pay freeze in the public sector 
and said that be had no plans 
to discuss the matter further. 

Until yesterday, the govern- 
ment’s position looked strong, 
and the trade unions, most of 
whose support is concentrated 
in the country’s large public sec- 
tor, which looked disunited and 
weak. Only six of the seven main 
unions had sponsored yester- 
day's strike, and the leadership 
of the biggest union, the CFDT 
was squabbling in public about 
the merits or otherwise of Mr 
Juppd’s proposed reforms. 

Yesterday, however, “peo- 
ple power” dominated. Al- 
though the second-largest 
union, the Force Ouvriere, had 
told its members to save their 
energies for their own day of ac- 
tion next Tuesday, FO members 
supported the strike and 
formed one of the biggest con- 
tingents at the Paris march. 

Warning 
of new 
French 
revolution 


Paris — With tens of thousands 
of workers marching through 
Riris and other cities yesterday, 
and a similar number of stu- 
dents filling the streets on Tues- 
day, there is no lack of French 
commentators drawing com- 
parisons and contrasts with 
1968. For some, however, the 
comparison is with the full- 
blown revolution erf 1789, writes 
MsiyDqevsty. 

The most egregious of these 
is Alain Madelin, the former 
economy minister, who was 
dismissed by Alain Jupp6 at the 1 
end of August foraying in pub- j 
tic what many people thought | 
in private about the relative se- i 
curity and benefits enjoyed by 
public sector compared with the 
private sector. Mr Madeira's re- ! 
marks provoked an outcry 
among trade onion leaders who 
rushed to defend “hardwon 
benefits". But, in a book pub- 
lished yesterday, he showed he 
has no regrets 

The book, “When the os- 
triches raise their heads”, is an 
affirmation of Thatcherian ap- 
plied to France: reduce union 
power, privatise, deregulate 
what can be deregulated and let 
the market role supreme. 

Considering the state of 
France, however, Mr Madelin 
analyses what he sees as its one 
great social divide between the 
dlite and the rest as perhaps the 
biggest and potentially most 
explosive division since eve of 
the French Revolution. 

"A gulf has opened up be- 
tween the rulers and the ruled 
... the reason for the rupture is 
that the sodal escalator has bro- 
ken down, tbe machine that cre- 
ates jobs has seized up and 
everyone is fighting to regain or 
keep his place." The elites “are 
blocking the evolution of the 
system. There is certainly a 
parallel to draw with the situa- 
tion in France at the end of the 
ancien regime.” 

Mr Madelin, a lawyer from a 
poor background, deplores the 
dominance of the "great col- 
leges" where the dlite was ed- 
ucated. This elite, he argues, 
with a glancing reference to tbe 
affair of Mr Juppe's subsidised 
fiat, inhabit their own enclosed 
world, with their own tax regime 
and their own laws - or rather, 
exemption from the law. 



Solidarity: Trade-union banners are carried through the streets of Bordeaux Photograph: Regis DuvignatVReuter 
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Kurdish conflict: Guerrilla leaders admit pointless feud has alienated former Western allies and brought comfort to gh 
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The second sex: Women carrying stocks for winter in the Iraqi Kurdish capital of ArWl 


Photograph: Hugh. Pope 


HUGH POPE . 

Salahudcfin, Northern Iraq 

Massoud Barzani twisted his 
hands in embarrassmenL Even 
as a powerful protagonist, he 
agonised over the way Iraq’s 
Kunte have frittered aw^ 'West- 
ern goodwill and protection in 
an 18-inonth-ald civil conflict 
that has split their opposition 
front against the Iraqi President, 
Saddam Hussein. 

“We have ourselves to blame 
for the mess.' 9 the guerrilla 
leader said in an interview in his 
hilltop Kurdistan Democratic 

miles ^^h^of^gbda^’ 
“People are frustrated.- dis- 
appointed, and 1 don’t blame 
them. We had so many hopes 
and ambitions that we would 
bnild democracy here.” 1 
On the other side of the 


liph fly-armed front lines in the 
nlarfjy Iraqi Kurdish regional 
capital of ArWL officials of 
Jalal TalabanTs rival Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) 
spoke of the same shame. 

“There is no hale. It is not luce 
Lebanon. We were together at 
school We are the same peo- 
ple, same religion”, said Sadi 
Ahmed Pire, a PUK negotiator 
in the latest peace process that 
has been making hesitant 
progress since a cease-fire was 
agreed, somewhat bizarre ly, in 
the Irish town of Drogheda in 
August . 

British and American medi- 
ators descended on Sal ah ud din 
this month to push the talks for- 
ward. But the only test of suc- 
cess will be in the implem- 
entation, a problem that bos un- 
dermined all previous promis- 
es to try to knit the 3.2 million 
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people of Iraqi Kurdistan to- 
gether again. 

Points of difference remain 
much the same as they have 
since a feud over a piece ofJand 
in March 1994 sparked the 
conflagr ation. Mr Barzani now 
controls the richest customs 
point on the Turkish border, 
which produces £36m of cus- 
toms revenue per month. Mr 
Taiabani controls the chief 
cities, Arbfl and Sulyemamyeh, 
and about 70 per cent of the 
population. 

Only if they can share these 
will anything meaningful come 
out of easily agreed points such 
as reconvening parliament, 
appointing a new regional gov- 
ernment and holding new par- 
liamentary elections, possibly in 
May 1996. Only then can the in- 
debted Western-backed Iraqi 
National Congress resume its 

role as a bridge between the two 

| Kurdish groups, organising an 
alternative to President Sad- 
dam’s rule in Baghdad. 

Hundreds of Kurdish guer- 
rillas have been killed in. IS 
months of meaningless fighting. 
In the last elections in 1992, 
both Kurdish factions got votes 
in each other's areas, 
even though Mr Barzanfs KDP 
is a more tribal, popular among 

Kermanci-dialect Kurds, whfle 

Mr Taiabani ’s PUK is more ur- 
ban and left-wing, popular 
among Surani-dialect Kurds. 


In the end, Kunfish obsoveis 
fear, the system of two adjacent 
single-party fiefdoms wih con- 
tinue until a decades-o]d feud 
between the two men is deci- 
sively resolved. In the mean- 
time, regional stales have not sal 
idle. The mountain homeland 
of the 25 million Kurds is split 
between Turkey, Syria, Iraq 
and Iran, and all of them want 
to ensure that the Kurds neither 
unite or threaten their internal 

security. . 

Damascus is manipulating 
the disruptive PKK TUrkish 
Kurd rebels that it sponsors into 
a position of power in northern 
IraoHard-pressed Baghdad is 
t ying more conciliatory to all 
factions. Tehran is fast devel- 
oping a special relationship 
with Mr Tiiabani’s PUK. 

Iranian aid delegations have 
multiplied their visits. The KDP 
alleges Mr Taiabani has also 
closed down the Iranian Kurd 
opposition radio, and has 
allowed the murder of 19 Iran- 
ian Kurdish activist.. 

“It’s embarrassing and it’s il- 
logical. Enemies of the Kurds 
can now say the Kurds cannot 
rule themselves,” said Sami 
Abdurahman, Mr Barzani’s 
chief negotiator. “All of us are 
supposed to be on the same 
ship. Our ship has not arrived 
at any shore. We are in the 
wildest sea and we are^stih 
fighting among ourselves.” 



Korea’s Kim to 
punish his 
predecessors 


RICHARD LLOYD PARRY 

Tokyo 

The political scandal engulfing 
South Korea escalated yester- 
day when President Kim Young 
Sam ordered a law aimed at 
punishing his two military pre- 
decessors for a notorious mas- 
sacre. A spokesman for Mr 
Kim’s Democratic Liberal Par- 
ty (DLP) said new legislation 
would allow the government to 
prosecute former presidents 
dun Doo Hwan and Roh The 
Woo, believed to have ordered 
the killing of hundreds of pro- 
democracy demonstrators in 
1980, a year after gaming 
power in a military coup. 

“I will] make the special leg- 
islation an opportunity to 
demonstrate to the people that 
justice, truth and the law exist 
in this land,” Mr Kim was quot- 
ed as saying by the DLP’s sec- 
retary-general Kang Sam Jae. 

The announcement is an 
about-turn for Mr Kim, whose 
own government has come 
under intense pressure since the 
uncovering of a separate polit- 
ical bribery scandal a month 
ago. Mr Roh, a former political 
ally of Mr Kim and founder of 
the DLP, has admitted amass- 
ing a huge political slush fund, 
alleged by prosecutors to have 
been extracted in the form of 
bribes from many of South 
Korea's biggest corporations. 

A similar confession was 
made seven years ago by Mr 
Rob’s own mentor, Mr Chun, 
who succeeded in living down 
the scandal by spending two 
years of self-imposed exile in a 
Buddhist monastery. 

But Mr Roh's grovelling on 
national television early this 
month only intensified public 


anger. A week ago he was 
jailed, pending charges of 
receiving bribes from 24 com- 
panies, including the massive 
Hyundai, Samsung and Daewoo 
conglomerates. Prosecutors told 
Korean reporters yesterday that 
the beads of the suspected com- 
panies would be charged soon, 
although they will not be placed 
in detention, “out of consider- 
ation for the effects it would 
have on the economy". 

Corruption has long been 
assumed to be endemic but 
never before has it been ex- 
posed in such detail, or been 
pinned down to so many promi- 
nent names. 

Mr Kim, the first elected 
president in almost four 
decades, came to power two 
years ago on a platform of anti- 
comiption legislation that has 
claimed more than a thousand 
businessmen and politicians, 
including members of his fam- 
ily. But the growing suspicion 
voiced by opposition leaders is 
that the President himself ben- 
efited from Mr Roh’s $650m 
(£430m) fund. 

To make a dean break with 
its discredited founder, the 
DLP announced last week it will 
change its name before parlia- 
mentary elections next April. 

The same desire to reassert 
his clean image in advance of 
any nasty revelations Mr Roh's 
trial brings must tie behind the 
decision to re-exa min e the 
Kwangju affair. 

In May 19S0, student demon- 
strators took to the streetsin the 
south-western city after Mr 
Chun and Mr Roh seized pow- 
er from the generals. Over 10 
days, between 200 and 2,000 
protesters were killed by troops 
acting on Mr Chun’s orders. 



AVAJLABLE AT LARGER STORES ONLY. CUSTOMER FREEPHONE 0800 636262 FOR DETAILS OF YOUR NEAREST STORE. 

Sainsbuiy s. Everyone’s Javourite ingredient. 

VOUCHERS VALID URTll 31 DECEMBER 1995. OFFER AVAILABLE WHILST STOCKS LAST. ALSO AVAILABLE AT ALL SAINSBORY’5 SAYACEHTRES. 


600,000 Poles challenge election 

Warsaw — The Polish Supreme Court has received more than 
600,000 election protests, filed mainly by supporters of the de- 
feated president Lech Walesa, most of them complaining that the 
winning candidate, the former Communist Aleksander Kwas- 
niewski, falsely claimed to have graduated from university. AP 

Mrs Mandela loses court battle 

Johannesbwra — Winnie Mandela, estranged wife of President 
Nelson Mandela of South Africa, lost her appeal against a court 
order to pay more than 100,000 rand (£20,000) for chartering a 
jet to Angola in 1987. The ruling followed an announcement teat 
5 e , agreed this week to pay more than R500,000 to a h*nir 
threatening to foreclose on her mortgage. AP 

Mahathir ready to step down 

Lompnr -- Malaysia’s Prime Minister. Mahathir Mohamad, 
Rational Organisation that he was 
70 V^ d u . he ??H ld 8000 hand over power to his depuly, 
fortfae to time that he is nab 


cnZT- u 15 a P° wer struggle in the party, although 
slepdcwn 1 ° pCn ^ said 111211 11 ® time for Dr Mahatht 

Women plead for Kashmir hostages 

“ The wives and girlfriends of four Western h 


eminent’s refusal to discuss an exchange. 
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Helpful stuff. 

Got a question at 4am? TJo problem. Ring our HelpWare staff 24-hours a day. 

365 days a year. : . 
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Aptiva is available starting at 
around £1,799 (inc-VAT). 1 


'OK. maybe not stuff for dogs. 


Aptiva. It’s whatever you want. 

See an Aptiva now and get a comprehensive demonstration at your local 
Toys w fl” Us Store or call IBM on 0345 727272 for more information. 
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Muslims learn to fear Tudjman’s embrace 


Michael Sheridan on the backstage 
drama that brought peace to Bosnia 


THE PEACE PLAN 


For at [east one diplomat at the 
Bosnian peace talks, (he most 


sinister figure present was not 
the whisky-slugging Serbian 
strongman, Slobodan Milosevic, 
but the portly and avuncular 
Franjo Tudjman. the President 
of Croatia. 

“Tudjman has a low opinion 
of Muslims and he doesn’t hide 
iL" said this observer, who sat 
through all 21 days of talks on 
a sealed-off US Air Force base 
at Dayton, Ohio. “That hurls 
them/’ he said, “you could see 
it in their faces." By contrast. Mr 
Milosevic was brutal and direct, 
yet capable of telling the Bosn- 
ian Prime Minister. Haris Sila- 
jdzic: ■‘You deserve Sarajevo, 
you stayed there through the 
siege and the shelling.'* With 
those words he doomed the 
Bosnian Serbs to defeat on the 
issue of Bosnia's capital, which 
will go to the Muslim-Croat 
federation. 

But Mr Tudjman. the sup- 
posed ally of the Muslims in this 
American-engineered pact, ra- 
diated a chilling and ominous 
disinterest in the fate of Mus- 
lim Bosnia, according to sever- 
al reliable witnesses. He barely 
deigned to treat the hapless 
President Alija Izetbegovic of 
Bosnia as an equal. 

.And Mr Izetbegovic 's incon- 
sistent and indecisive negotiat- 
ing method - long familiar to 
mediators like Lords Owen and 
Carrington - finally alienated 
senior" American officials, 
whose initial wholehearted sup- 
port for the Bosnian Muslim 
leadership has not outlasted 
prolonged contact with it. 

These were among the most 
conspicuous ironics'lhat have 
come to light since the secrecy 
that surrounded the talks began 


to lift this week. The peace set- 
tlement was initialled after sev- 
eral delavs last Tuesday. 

Most davs. the six members 
of the British delegation to the 
peace talks met at 7.30am to re- 
view their plans. Pauline 
Neviile-Jones. 56. Political 
Director at the Foreign Office, 
was Britain's key plavcr in the 
delicate game of keeping in with 
the Americans and ensuring 
British interests were not sw ept 
aside. 

Miss Neville-Iones* confi- 
dcntial telegrams to the Foreign 
Office -will make vintage read- 
ing in 3(1 years time" according 
to one who has read them 
already. They reflected a 
continuous tension between 
the Europeans and a high-pow- 
ered team of American nego- 
tiators who were forcing the 
pace. The French Foreign Min- 
ister. Herve de Charette, has 
described the tense atmosphere 
among the Europeans as the 
result of “American attempts to 
marginalise them". 

Nobody who has attempted 
to marginalise the formidable 
Miss Neville- Jones has previ- 
ously escaped unscathed, and by 
the end the chief American 
negotiator. Richard Holbrooke, 
found his relations with her re- 
duced to brisk courtesies. 

At 8.3P each morning, the 
British went to join a strategy 
session with the other Euro- 
peans - the French, the Ger- 
mans and Cart Bildt. the 
European Union negotiator. 
At Vam they were joined by the 
Americans and the Russians. 
Then this uneasy group split up 
to deal with the Serb. Croat and 
Muslim delegations. 

The Americans were at a 
huge advantage. All the S'u- 
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goslav delegations clearly be- 
lieved their modest quar- 
teis.Tike a three star holer, said 
one inmate, were bugged. They 
went for walks outside in the 
snow to talk among themselves. 
Their phone and fax commu- 
nications with home were pre- 
sumed to be insecure. And the 
Americans brought all then- 


force to bear on two demands 
alien to the political culture of 
the Balkans: a fixed deadline 
and a yes-or-no decision. That 
worried several Europeans. 

“It was an American decision 
to go for a cutoff." a European 
diplomat said. “And then a 
□umber of deadlines passed 
by, which caused a credibility 


problem. But they were right, 
we had to get an outcome.” 
The pressure to reach a de- 
cision split the Bosnian gov- 
ernment delegation, lb the 
ill-concealed pleasure of several 
of the Europeans, ft broke the 
political power of Bosnia’s high- 
profile Foreign Minister, 
Mohammed Sacirbey, an 


American-educated master of 
emotive television soundbites 
who coped less well with secret 
talks. “Sacirbey was very dose 
to President Izetbegovic at the 
start but unfortunately for him 
he’d been denied the mega- 
phone,” said a diplomat “By the 
end it was Silajdzk. the Prime 
Minister, who was the man 


who could make a deal." There 
are also tales circulating among 
diplomats that Mr Sacirbe/s so- 
cialising during the talks of- 
fended the Americans. He has 
since announced his resignation. 

The Americans used their 
leverage to put pressure on the 
Bosnians to reduce their con- 
tacts with Iran and agree that 
all “foreign forces and freedom 
fighters", a reference to Islam- 
ic Mujahedin, must leave the 
war zone. Achieving their de- 
parture could test the British 
forces who wall lake over their 
area, but it is dearly an objec- 
tive of American polity to re- 
move extremist Islamic politics 
from the Bosnian equation. 

If the Bosnian government 
had its problems, the most pa- 
thetic delegation at Dayton was 
that of die Bosnian Serbs. It was 
President Milosevic who made 
the bitter deal to turn over key 
Serb suburbs of Sarajevo to the 
Muslims and Croats. The 
arguments over the future map 


of Bosnia were crafted to ensure 
a better outcome for Milosevic 
symp athis ers around the north- 
ern town of Banja Luka than for 
the faction loyal to Radovan 
Karadzic, in Pale. 

In Dayton. Mr Milosevic 
treated the Bosnian Serbs with 


contempt. “They weren't even 
id tc 


allowed to use the telephone 
and the fax", a diplomat said. 
When the delegation's hardline 
leader, Momcilo Krajisnik, 
finally got to see the map. “he 
went apoplectic", a witness said. 


If Dayton was a learning 
fori' 


process for the Serbs, they were 
not alone. “The Bosnians are 
going to need a lot of help if 
they are not to be completely 
dominated by the Croats," a 
British official said. And the 
British view of the Americans, 
with whom there have been so 
many disagreements'? “They 
are now more aware than per- 
haps they were before that 
Bosnia is a very complicated 
place," he said. 


Key role for British troops in peace force 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 


The signatures on the Bosnia 
peace deal are expected at a cer- 
emony in Paris in early De- 
cember. It was hoped the 
signing, which will start the 
clock ticking for the deploy- 
ment of the Nate* peace imple- 
mentation force, could take 
place as early as n or 7 De- 
cember but (fie French have not 
yet lived a date and it could be 
up to a week later. 

At about the same time the 
UN Security Council is expect- 
ed to authorise the Nalo force, 
known as IFOR, to replace the 
UN force in Bosnia. 

With supporting troops in 
neighbouring Croatia and Hun- 
gary, plus the Nato naval and 
air forces, the total Nato 
strength in the region may be 
nearer liXi.OOO. alliance sources 
said yesterday. 

So far. the operation - the 
first big land operation in Nato's 


45-year history - does not have 
an official code-name although 
some documents refer to op- 
eration “Endeavour”. 

Yesterday, the US Defense 
Secretary. William Perry , said 
Nato would not take responsi- 
bility for aid or resettlement, but 
would concentrate on keeping 
the warring sides apart. 

The land force will include 

20.000 Americans. 13.000 
British. 10,000 French, 4,000 
Italians. 4.000 Spanish and 

4.000 Canadians, plus smaller 
contingents from other Nato 
countries and up to ten outside 
Nato, including Sweden. Fin- 
land, the Baltic states. Pak- 
istan. Malaysia and the Czech 
Republic. 

Defence Ministry sources 
said the commitment of 13.000 
British troops - who will be re- 
placed by another 13,000 after 
six months - will stretch the 
British Army. For once, it docs 
have enough infantry, but is 
short of signals troops, who will 


be responsible for communica- 
tions throughout the entire 
theatre of operations. 

During the two weeks after 
the signing in Paris an “enabling 
force” of about 2,000 will flow 
into Sarajevo - where the Nato 
headquarters controlling the 
operation will be based - and 
into the cities of TuzJa and 
Mostar and the small town of 
GomjiAfekuL They will prepare 
the way far the US, French and 
British divisions which will be 
based on those three centres 
and are expected to start mov- 
ing into Bosnia in January. 
The US heavy equipment - in- 
cluding Ml Abrams tanks - 
will come by rail through Hun- 
gary, the British and French by 
sea to Split and Ploce, and 
possibly also to Rijeka and 
Podgorica in Macedonia. 

The 20,000 US troops of the 
1st Armoured Division, based 
on Tuzla in the north, are car- 
dinal to the political and mili- 
tary effectiveness of the force. 


They will be responsible for the 
Pbsavina corridor, the last and 
most contentious point of ar- 
gument at the peace conference. 
The US division, command- 


ed by Major-General William 
Nash, is also expected to have 


control over a 3,000-strong 
Russian brigade , which will be 
based in its area, possibly in- 
cluding the area of eastern 
Slavonia, which is due to return 
to Croatia after between one 
and two years. These areas , un- 
like the more mountainous ter- 
rain to the south, are good 


tank country, suitable for the 
! US wil 


forces the US will deploy. 

Britain is sending 13,000 
troops. The 400-strong Nato 
Allied Rapid Reaction Corps 
(ARRC) headquarters, which 
will control the operation, com- 
manded by Lieutenant-Gener- 
al Mike Walker, is 60 per cent 
British, and is supported by a 
British battalion to protect it 
and 1 Signal Brigade, based in 
Germany, which will provide 


communications for the entire 
force. Of the Z500 headquar- 
ters force, 2.000 are British. 

Britain will also send the 
headquarters and associated 
troops of its 3rd Division, com- 
manded by Major-General 
Mike Jackson - another 3,000 
troops - and a full fighting 
brigade with all its support, to- 
talling 8,000 troops. 

The British division will 
control the largest sector, in- 
cluding the area of the last 
fierce fighting. In addition to 
Warrior infantry fighting vehi- 
cles, it will have at least one reg- 
iment of Challenger tanks. The 
British division will also in- 
clude a Canadian brigade, be- 
tween 2.000 and 4,000 strong, 
and possibly 1,000 Malaysians. 

The French 6th Light Ar- 
moured Division, to be based 
in Mostar, is commanded by 
Genera] Robert Rideau. The 
French will probably com- 
mand the Italian and Spanish 
brigades, each about 4,000 



All sides pledge not 
to shoot at Nato 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 


The Clinton administration has 
obtained letters from the Pres- 
idents of Croatia, Bosnia and 
Serbia pledging the safety of the 
60,000 US and Nato troops 


who will be deployed in Bosnia 
under last week's Dav 


Perry; Keeping the warring 
sides apart 


, Dayton deal. 
The almost identically word- 
ed letters, signed by Presidents 


strong. The French will be re- 
sponsible for Gorazde and 
Sarajevo. 

Belgium and the Nether- 
lands are expected to provide a 
joint brigade about 3.CW0 strong 

Sweden, Finland, Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania will pro- 
vide a “Nordic battalion”, about 

1,000 strong There will be sim- 
ilar-sized groups from Turkey 
and Norway. Portugal Den- 
mark and the Czech Republic 
will provide about 600 each. 


signed by Presit 
Franjo Tudjman. Alija Izetbe- 
‘ SI ' 


govic and Slobodan Milosevic 
before they left Ohio, promise 
“all possible measures to ensure 
the safely" of the peace-keep- 
ers. They were released yester- 
day, to help build public support 
before President Bill Clinton’s 
TV address on Monday in 
which he will make the case for 
sending US troops to the 
Balkans. 

Legally there is no obstacle 
to the President acting on his 
own. But an explicit gesture of 
support from Congress would 


provide essential political cov- 
er should things go wrong, and 
the Nato force suffer appre- 
ciable casualties. And many of 
the Republicans whose co-op- 
eration will be essential for an 
agreement on balancing the 
budget are highly wary of com- 
mitting US troops. 

Failure by the US to send its 
20,000-man contingent would 
doom the entire mission. Both 
Britain and France have made 
dear they would pull out if 
Washington had second 
thoughts- which officials warn 
will happen if fighting restarts 
before the deployment starts in 
earnest, some time next month. 

But William Perry, the De- 
fense Secretary, told soldiers of 
the 1st Armoured Division at 
their base in Bad Kreuznach, 
Germany, yesterday that he ex- 
pected no organised opposition 
to the Nato presence, though 
there might be harassment by 
what he described as “gangs". 
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Muslim troops loot 
UN base in Bosnia 












• 'r. 


- • V~. 


= : ' 


EMMA DALY 

Tuzla 

Bangladeshi peace-keepers in 
northern Bosnia came under 
fire late on Thursday night 
from Bosnian soldiers who 
stormed their compound and 
looted warehouses, prompting 
a angry protest from UN com- 
manders. The Bangladeshis, 
based in Velika Kladusa, on the 
border with Croatia, were due 
to leave the area yesterday: it 
seems a section of the Bosnian 
army sought to make the most 
of their departure. 

Although there were no ca- 
sualties in the attack. iL is the 
kind of incident that might en- 
gender second thoughts in the 
United States about sending 
troops to enforce the Dayton 
peace deal. Bosnian authorities 
have promised to investigate the 
incident and resolve it. which 
means returning the stolen 
property, UN sources said. 
Lieutenant-General Rupert 
Smith, the UN commander in 
Bosnia, met Hasan Muralovic, 
minister for liaison with the LIN, 
while Colonel Erik Dam, the 
UN commander in Bihac. held 


talks with General Atif Du- 
dakovic. commander ot the 
Bosnian Fifth Corps. 

Colonel Dam said General 
Dudakovic denied all knowl- 
edge of the attack, but promised 
to identify the culprits. “It was 
a well-planned operation," the 
colonel said by telephone from 
Bihae. 

At around midnight, a con- 
voy of 35 trucks approached the 
UN base at Velika Kladusa. 
which houses SO soldiers from 
the Bangladeshi battalion, and 
requested permission to enter. 
Refused, the men began to 
move the gale, prompting the 
Bangladeshi guard to fire warn- 
ing shots in the air. A lull-scale 
attack began, which was sup- 
ported, Colonel Dam said, by 
three machine-gun positions 
on the hills around the base. 

The colonel, alerted by tele- 
phone, drove north lo Velika 
Kladusa but was delayed on his 
journey that night by eight 
check-points manned by Bosn- 
ian military police. Once inside 
the camp, the colonel remon- 
strated with the looters, who in- 
cluded around 200 men in 
uniform and 100 civilians. But 










JOJO MOYES 

Doctors have launched an ur- 
gent appeal for equipment 
which may help save the life of 
a three year old Bosnian girl. 

Najla Aleduz was struck 
down with paralysis following a 
routine immunisation injection. 
She cannot move or talk and is 
being kept alive by Kosevo 
Hospital's only ventilator, which 
was designed" for adult use. 

“She feels pain and sensa- 
tions completely normally. She 
can see but she can’t talk. It’s 
a nightmare It’s about the 
worst thing that could happen 
to a child, ""said Professor David 
Southail. a founder of the char- 
ity Child Advocacy, whose pae- 
diatric team is treating the child 
in Sarajevo. 

It is urgently seeking £35,000 
to purchase a child's ventilator 
and monitoring equipment, 
while tests continue to find out 
what has caused Najla's sick- 
ness. At the moment, the child 
has been given a 25 per cent 
chance of recovery but doctors 
arc not optimistic. 

“Jt could take her months to 
recover, if at all, and in the 
meantime there are other sick 
patients who desperately need 
to use the equipment," said Pro- 
fessor Southall. 

Paediatricians treating Najla 
have decided it is in the child’s 
best interests to remain at the 
hospital. 

If the worst came to the 
worst. Professor Southall said, 
at least the equipment would be 
available for use by other sick 
children. 

“We are of course extreme- 
ly relieved that the war has end- 
ed. but its going to take at least 
.five years for the care infra- 
structure vo be repaired and for 
specialist doctors who can treat 
such a child to return and be ef- 
fective," he said. . . 

“I don't think the British 
public understands how little 
equipment or how few doctors 
"these hospitals have got." 

The RAF yesterday flew out 


Waterproof 

WIMDPROOF 

BREATHABLE 


CHILDREN 
OF WAR 1 
APPEAL M 


he was forced io retreat, and 
sought the help of civilian po- 
lice. They refused to intervene 
as it was a military situation. 

The 35 trucks deponed at 
dawn, carrying 2U.UU0 litres of 
fuel and portable generators. 
The convoy was swollen by the 
addition of eight stolen ar- 
moured personnel carriers. The 
Bangladeshi commander had 
neither the men nor the 
weapons to defend the camp, 
and ordered his troops to col- 
lect in the central building. 
"They were very, very shocked 
when they realised it was Mus- 
lims shooting at Bangladeshi 
soldiers," Colonel Dam said. 
“I'm still asking why did they do 
this at this lime, txrcause they 
arc spoiling so much for sir lit- 
tie - it’s bad liming.” 

There is already concern 
among UN officials that rebel 
Serbs might try to scupper I he 
agreement by attacking peace- 
keepers in the hope of deterring 
the arrival of US troops to po- 
lice the deal. Looting of UN 
bases by the Bosnian army, 
which should, in Iheoiy. wel- 
come Nato's arrival, can only 
confuse the picture. 


Despite the reported accep- 
tance of the peace deal by inc 
Bosnian Serb leaders - not yet 
confirmed - resistance persist- 
ed among local Serbs living 
around the capital. Three Serb- 
held suburbs of Sarajevo, Vo- 
gosca, Hadzici and Ilidza. have 
rejected the peace accord, un- 
der which they would return to 
Bosnian government control. 
The suburbs have called for in- 
creased “military readiness". 

In another suburb, due to 
change hands. Grbavica, small 
arms and machine-gun fire rang 
out along front lines. The Bosn- 
ian Serb news agency SRNA re- 
ported that “several hundred" 
flag-waving students, joined by 
Bosnian Serb soldiers demon- 
strated in Ilidza against the 
peace agreement. 

Bosnian Serb leaders, in- 
cluding Rziikn~m Kuraddc, met 
local officials from the Serb-held 
suburbs to discuss the US-briv 
kered plan that would torcc 
them to relinquish their hold on 
parts of the capital. Mr Karadz- 
ic made no comment as he and 
his deputy, Momcilo Krajisnik, 
met leaders of the “war coun- 
cils" of the Serb-held districts. 
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Bitter smile: Radovan Karadzic making his first public appearance since the peace deal in Pale Photograph: AP 


Waiting for help: Najla Aleduz, struck down by paralysis 
following a routine immunisation injection, is being 
kept alive by a ventilator designed for adult use 

£35,000 needed 
to help end 
a nightmare 


emergency supplies of intra- 
venous immunoglobulin to help 
treat Najla, an only child. 
Meanwhile, her parents keep a 
round-the-clock vigil, awaiting 
signs of recovery. 

Child Advocacy Internation- 
al is one of the four charities be- 
ing supported by the 
Independent's Children of ’War 
Christmas Appeal The other 
three charities are: - ' 

Save the Children, whose 
main effort if focused on chil- 
dren who have been separated 
from their families, counselling 
and reuniting them; 

The International Red Cross, 
which is conducting the largest 
humanitarian enterprise in the 
region, looking after large 
camps of refugees, and linking 
people through its famous mes- 
saging network: 

War Child, which plans to 
build a £2.5m music therapy 
centre in Mostar, and to send 
urgently needed prosthetics out 
to wounded children, in the Til- 
da area; 

Please make out cheques for 
the charity you wish to support 
people wishing to help Najla 
Aleduz immediately can tele- 
phone Child Advocacy on 
01782 712599 or 0*21 378494. 
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Then there’s reliability. We don't 
just talk about it, we guarantee it in 
the form of our unique Customer 
Commitment Package which Includes 
6 Year Power-Train and Bodywork 
Warranties plus a Full 3 Year Total 
Vehicle Warranty*. 

All of which goes some way 
to explaining why Proton were voted 
3rd Best Marque for Customer 
Satisfaction in the BBC Top Gear 
magazine K-Reg. Survey, leaving 27 
other marques behind. 

The exciting new 
V Persona Compact shares 

gjM all this pedigree and will 

wT be more than a match for 
Sl its rivals. 
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Soaked: A peanut 
memory - the area 


fa Hwariing through storm water in south-east Queensland, Australia. After two years of drought- - the tongert in 
to 2 Mmm (10in) of rain in the past week Photograph: K*™* HamtoVRaiter 


Tyranny in Nigeria: ^acha jjanSng ^ of SaroWiwa y 
to limit damage caused by banging 
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of Thought has been assemged 

to advise the cabinet in the face 
of Nigeria’s growing isolation. 


Aspressure^tstoujgiw apimoiCft 

ttu e±ewori&;o under- 

Geiieral Sani Abacha, is searcfa- 

• ■ _ i wtnhi tnr a HaTTtHPC- 


ucocim - 

irig desperately for a damage- 
limitation programme. 

He apparently did new fore- 
see the international oppro- 
brium which followed the 
executions of Ken Saro-Vfiwa 
and eight other mmority-ngbts 
activists two weeks ago. The 
cabinet, which had met only 

dm* times in the past year, con- 
vened in emergency session for 
two days running this week to 
devise a strategy m response to 
the outbursts of international 


UUw Ulb 

stand him- Diplomats here - 
those who remain since more 
than 30 were withdrawn in 
protest over the executions - are 
.rUm th»m«plves what it is that 
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impels such a regime to behave 
as it does. It bad become obvi- 
ous long before the executions 
that Nigeria’s rulers are not mo- 
tivated by the concerns of or- 
dinary politicians. Having 
ousted a four-month-old civil- 
ian government - the only one 
in 12 years of otherwise unin- 
terrupted military rule - Gen- 
eral Abacfaa demolished all 
democratic institutions. Hun- 
dreds of opponents of the gov- 
ernment have been detained 
under military decree. 

This is a regime that does not 
believe in the rale of law. Those 
who stand in General Abacha s 
way are regarded as enemies 
and dealt with summarily. This 
is not a government which en- 
tertains notions of public ac- 
countability. He has never held 
a news conference and has 
granted only a single interview. 
His speeches and public ap- 
pearances are rare; he remains 
largely inscrutable, receiving 
visitors late at night or in the 
early hours of the morning. 

“His fellow officers fear 
rather than respect him," says 
a newspaper editor. “He is very 
strong-willed and has deadly in- 
stincts. He is ruthless, ready to 
stake his life on what he is do- 
ing. There is little chance of a 
coup to oust him, because he is 
so powerful and h3S such a firm 
grip on the nation’s security ap- 
paratus. He’s a good infantry 
man, very strong on tactics." 

The longest-serving high- 
ranking officer in the current 
regime. General Abacha re- 
ceived his military training in 
Britain in the Sixties and Sev- 
enties. He became Chief of 
Army Staff in 1985 and later 
Minister of Defence. He played 
a brisk, game of double-dealing 
during the short-lived civilian 
government of 1993 before in- 
stalling himself in power in 
November of that year. 

“He obviously felt it was his 
turn to hold the reins and, giv- 
en the mess that preceded him, 
many regarded him as a sort of 
saviour," says a diplomat. "He’s 
dearly got no ideological posi- 
tion and in a sense he’s got lit- 
tle political ambition. He's first 
and foremost a militaiy man and 
he regards power as a reward in 
itself." The cynical view is that 
the military's aim is to line 


their pockets while, wearing , 
smart unif orms: certainly there, 
are ample opportumuesjOT. 
top brass to secure hefty 
backs from awarding contracts 
to the highest bidders. . . 

-They’re a greedy, ai-eau-. 
rated, useless bunch who ve no 
idea how to run a modem - 
country,” says a diplomat. Bui 
there may be more to it than 
that one editor suggests Lib- 
eral Abacha and his names be- 
lieve they are acting in Nigenas 

best interests. 

The military’ beUeve the po-. 
litlcal class is unfit to govern. . 
Nigeria has been ruled by mil- 
itary juntas for 25 of the past 35 
years. If their record has not 
been exemplary, it cannot be 
said civilian governm ents have 
fared much belter in improving 
the lot of ordinary Nigenans. 

Unlike civilian politicians, 
who are led by largely ethnic 
and sectional interests, the army 
is recruited on a broad cross-re- 
gional basis; there is a deep- 
rooted commitment to the 
preservation of the Nigerian 
federation. Some professionals 
and businessmen concede that 
the economy - for better-off 




Abacha: Believes he acts in 
Nigeria's best interests 

Nigerians at least - is looking 
healthier since General Abacha 
introduced liberalising mea- 
sures earlier this year. 

But the competence of the 
mili tary to govern, at the most 
basic level, is open to doubt. 
The country is falling apart: peo- 
ple are struggling to put food on 
their tables; crime and corrup- 
tion are endemic. “There is no 
real organisation," says one 
diplomat There is a story of one 
minister sacked last March who, 
during 15 months in govern- 
ment, sent only two memos to 
General Abacha. He received 
no reply to either. 

The three-year period of 
transition to civilian rule an- 
nounced on 1 October is already 
off the rails. 

There has been no approval 
of a draft constitution, uo elec- 
toral commission has been ap- 
pointed, nor have other key 
committees been set up. 


Drug lord turns 
Cambodia into 
a ‘mafia state’ 


Credit 
A written 


A NatWest 

More than just a bonk 


voTZams AT risk if you do not keep up repayments on a mortgage or other loan secured on tt. 

YOUR HOME IS AT R15K II- WU lAJi aMtie from Notional Westminster Home Loons Limited, 41 Lothbun* London EC2P 2BP. Security ond insurance ore required, 

lit is only available to persons agedlB or over and S wtyect 2BP w from onu branch. Notional Westminster Bank is a Member of the NatWest Life and NatWest Unit Trust Marketing Group, and can 

iUen quotation is ovoilable on request from Notianol Wes ^ m ^ joris 0 f that Marketing Group. The 'Your Mortgage’ Award was judged by on independent panel of 100 mortgage brokers. Ref. No. 88310 


STEPHEN VINES 

Hong Kong 

It was not sujjposed to turn out 
like this. The international com- 
munity, through the United 
Nations, spent an unprece- 
dented $3bn to shepherd Cam- 
bodia towards democracy, 
protect it from the Khmer 
Rouge and install a democrat- 
ically elected government. 

Disillusion is too weak a 
word to describe wfaat has hap- 
pened since the last United 
Nations troops pulled out in 
1993. The hoped-for democra- 
cy has been replaced by an in- 
creasingly intolerant and 
ruthless government with strong 
ties to big-league drug smug- 
glers. The voices of opposition 
are being quickly muffed out. 

The most recent opposition 
figure to feel the government’s 
wrath is Prince Norodom 
Sirivudh, half-brother of King 
Norodom Sihanouk, and uncle 
of Norodom Ranariddh, who is 
supposed to be one of Cambo- 
dia’s co-prime ministers. 

In theory the ties of family 
should have made him safe but 
his arrest on sketchy charges of 
attempting to assassinate the 
other co-prime minister, Hun 
Sen, speaks volumes about who 
is really in charge. 

Prince Sirivudh is both an MP 
and secretary-general of the 
royalist Funcmpec party, which 
won the election. 

Mr Hun Sen's former Com- 
munist Cambodian People's 
Party was brought into the gov- 
ernment in an attempt to secure 
national reconciliation. 

Yet it is Mr Hun Sen and his 
colleagues who call the shots 
and in effect tell the royal fam- 
ily what to do. 

Mr Hun Sen is a sombre 44- 
year-old, whose guerrilla back- 


ground Ln the Khmer Rouge left 
an instinct for authoritarian 
government. 

The only pressure King Si- 
hanouk appeared to be able to 
exert on fus half-brother's be- 
half was to get him moved 
from Lhe T-3 prison to the less 
uncomfortable surroundings of 
detention in the Ministry of the 
Interior. 

Some observers in the Cam- 
bodian capital, Phnom Penh, re- 
main unsure how Mr Hun Sen 
managed to achieve what 
amounts to a coup d’£tat. Oth- 
ers maintain that it comes down 
to a matter of money. 

Mr Hun Sen was prepared to 
throw in his lot with the shad- 
owy businessman Theng Bun- 
ina, who is not only reputed to 
be the richest man in Cambo- 
dia but also an international- 
league drug-runner. 

The funds supplied by Mr 
Bunina and his associates are 
said to have provided the means 
to secure the loyalty of a large 
section of the state apparatus, 
particularly the armed forces, 
whose allegiance to ideology is 
far weaker than their need for 
money. In return, the Hun Sen- 
led government has allowed 
Cambodia to become a major, 
drug-trafficking centre. 

The most vocal critic of gov- 
ernment corruption, the former 
finance minister Sain Rainsy, is 
dicing with death by breaking 
with the regime and attempting 
to establish an opposition par- 
ty. He describes Cambodia as 
a “mafia state". 

Cambodian journalists who 
have attempted to expose gov- 
ernment corruption are no less 
vulnerable. The editor, of the 
Voice of Khmer V buih was shot- 
dead after publishing a de- 
tailed expose of Mr Bunma’s 
background and drug dealing- 


r 



INDEPENDENT ■ SATURDAY 25 NOVEMBER 1995 



IS 


the Saturday story 





Princess Diana m 
hit Buenos 
Aires this ^ 

week after ^ 

dropping her ^ 
bombshell on 
‘Panorama'. 

Phil Davison 
reports on her 
mixed 
reception 
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The roving ambassador starts work 


T he tango metaphors were 
inevitable. The royal corre- 
spondents and photographers who 
came to Argentina with the Princess 
of Whies were praying that President 
Carlos Menem, a tango aficionado, 
would grab Diana for a post-lunch 
cheek-to-cheek. 

The image of the little president 
with the tinged hair and Cuban 
heels propelling the princess across 
the dance floor was just too templ- 
ing. But by all accounts, their lunch 
at the presidential residence of Los 
Olivos yesterday adhered strictly to 
protocol with the president’s daugh- 
ter acting as First Lady. 

It was, however, a tango of sons 
that Princess Diana embarked on 
when she touched down in Buenos 
Aires on Thursday morning. It was 
billed by the princess and the 
embassy as a Mother Teresa-style 
visit by invitation from Argentinian 
charities, but she was by far the high- 
est-profile British visitor to these 
shores since the Falkland* war. 

And for the princess it was a 
chance to prove her fitness for the 
role of “roving ambassador" - the 
job she asked for in her explosive 
Panorama interview, shown on the 
eve of her visit. 

If she came as a goodwill ambas- 
sador, she was greeted with every- 
thing from mild hostility, through 
widespread indifference, to curios- 
ity and even star-worship. 

For the latter, Argentinians have 
rather a nice-sounding word, cholu- 
laje, roughly translatable as “being 
star-struck**. With the possible 
exception of Maradona, Mr Menem 
is considered at once its leading sub- 
ject and practitioner. 

He has posed with the Rolling 
Stones and played football with 
Maradona, and his private life has 
become one of the country’s most 


closely- followed soap operas, fea- 
turing his broken marriage and 
alleged affairs. Yesterday, it was 
the princess's turn to experience the 
charm of the man they call “c/Jt/e" 
- the chief. 

According to British officials. 
Princess Diana would not talk pol- 
itics. But most Argentinian analysts 
said the president would have found 
a polite way of raising the Falklands, 
still a burning issue here. After the 
princess has gone, he can be 
expected to spread the word that 
Diana's visit was a key step in his 
staled effort to win the Atlantic 
islands back by diplomacy by the end 
of the decade. 

She was invited to Argentina by 
a group of charities representing her 
favourite causes (“'battered this, bat- 
tered that" as she described them to 
Martin Bashir). But in Argentina 
there has been speculation that the 
foreign ministry was behind the 
invitation - keen to gain the public 
relations coup of her visit 

Her entourage was small. She was 
accompanied by a detective and a 
lady in waiting and her press secre- 
tary. Geoffrey Crawford. He 
announced that he is leaving her ser- 
vice. as he was kept in the dark as 
she prepared her Panorama inter- 
view. Contact between the two has 
been minimal during the visit which 
Mr Crawford was unable to avoid. 
The princess is staying at the British 
embassy’s residence, and although 
embassy staff stress that the visit is 
not an official one, they give the 
princess regular briefings. 

Above all, the audience for this 
visit is the international press corps. 
At several visits the crowds attracted 
by the princess have been outnum- 
bered by reporters and photo- 
graphers. Their work started on the 
British Airways flight when tabloid 


reporters who had forked out 
serious money to share the 
first-class section of the aircraft 
with the princess, no doubt 
hoping she might pour out her 
heart, found themselves 
“scooped" by a local paper 
reporter - who was not even on 
the flight. 

An enterprising journalist 
from the Argentinian daily Claim 
managed to get the seat behind 
the princess and reported in great 
detail how she had nibbed cream 
on her legs and read a book en- 
titled The Manual of Mental 
Health. However, tbc same news- 
paper reported that the princess 
was accompanied by a certain aris- 
tocrat called Lady Inwailing. 

The princess was herself almost 
scooped by Salman Rushdie, who 
surfaced here just before she did, 
giving a series of interviews to push 
his book The Moor’s Last Sigh. Then 
she had to compete for headlines 
with Maradona, who “disappeared" 
when he was supposed to be train- 
ing for a key match. He later resur- 
faced, grabbing the headlines again. 

Then there was the story of a for- 
mer Nazi Erich Priebke, extradited 
to Italy last week to face charges 
that he helped to massacre more 
than 300 Italians during the war. It 
was not the extradition itself that 
grabbed attention but tbc feet that 
local Argentine policemen gave 
him warm hugs before he boarded 
his plane. 

But Diana outclassed them all, 
largely thanks to the interview, 
which turned what would have been 
a relatively low-key visit for Argen- 
tinians - who are by and large not 
interested in the British or in monar- 
chies - into front-page news. The 
famous interview undoubtedly 
deflected attention from the 


princess s 
charitable goal. While the vast 
majority of Argentinians had 
expressed a total lack of interest in 
her visit, the headlines along the 
lines of “I did it with my riding 
instructor" stirred a certain amount 
of curiosity. 

Those who watched extracts from 
the interview, with a Spanish 
voiceover, engaged in this country’s 
leading middle-class pastime - 
psychoanalysis. Many spoke of "the 
sadness in her eyes." That led them 


to be pleasantly surprised when 
she emerged breezy and beaming 
here on Thursday. 

She soon earned herself a 
new nickname. “The mute 
princess." said the leading daily 
La Nation, describing her habit 
of pretending the 350 closely- 
following newspersons did not 
exisL 

That was somewhat unfair, 
for she happily spoke through 
an interpreter to disabled chil- 
dren. battered wives and oth- 
ers at a series of homes and 
hospitals. When a 30-year- 
old woman with one leg said 
she was tr aining to swim the 
Channel in 1997. the princess 
told her to get in touch, via 
the embassy, beforehand and 
“I'll see what I can do to 
help." Her credentials as an 
ambassador - or indeed an 
international “Queen of 
Hearts" were most obvious 
here - there did seem to be 
a genuine rapport when 
she met ordinary people. 

When 69-year-old 
Amira Cbede shouted 
“Diana, mi amor” from 
behind a barrier outside 
the Garish an paediatric 
hospital, the princess 
walked over and gave her a kiss. 
“Don’t worry, all women are with 
you,” Mrs Cbede said in Spanish. 
The princess may not have under- 
stood the words but Mrs Cbede’s 
solidarity was clearly related to the 
Panorama interview. 

While she was warmly welcomed 
by most of those she met, there was 
a leitmotif of sarcasm in most of the 
local press coverage. “She’s like a 
fish in water," meaning “she feels 
right at home," wrote a columnist in 
the daily Pagina 12 who suggested 


the visit was essentially a propa- 
ganda exercise orchestrated by Mr 
Menem to divert attention from 
the countries’ economic woes. 

The feet that she was so much 
taller than Mr Menem - in fact than 
most people she met - was also a 
talking point. “If she hadn't been a 
princess, she could have been a 
basketball player," wrote a local 
reporter. And a local TV talk-show 
host hounded the princess through- 
out the early part of her trip, at one 
point shouting: “I love you. Lady," 
and tossing her a fluffy toy. 

Since the visit was described as 
unofficial - “a private visit with ele- 
ments of work," said the British 
embassy - the princess aroused lit- 
tle interest in Argentine political cir- 
cles. Her itinerary was kept well 
away from controversy, avoiding 
such traps as the capital’s central 
Plaza de Mayo where, on the day she 
arrived, the so-called Mothers of the 
Plaza de Mayo were demonstrating, 
as they do every Thursday, in favour 
of action against those who “disap- 
peared" their sons and daughters 
dining the so-called Dirty Was of the 
military regimes of the Seventies. 

Many Argentinians said Prince 
Charles might have elicited more 
vocal protests among those who 
demand the return of the Falklands 
to Argentine sovereignty, but that 
the Princess had to a certain extent 
disarmed such people. 

There were hardly any protests as 
she went from venue to venue - 
although one woman, the mother of 
a soldier killed in the Falklands, 
shouted insults at her before being 
hustled away by police. Later a 
senior Argentine naval officer. 
Admiral Enrique Molina Pico, 
expressed sympathy for the woman: 
“I understand and respect her per- 
sonal feelings ... and if the lady 


really suffered the loss of a son, 
which is a loss that has no parallel 
well, she expressed her feelings.'' 
Some Falklands war veterans said 
the visit was inappropriate and 
designed to “seduce publicopinion 
and 'cast a smokescreen over the 
debate about the sovereignty of 
our Malvinas" But others said it 
might help to create warmer rela- 
tions between Britain and 
Argentina. 

The princess herself had used a 
similar phrase during the Panorama 
interview. Here, the phrase is often 
seen as a euphemism for Britain 
eventually ceding the Falklands. 

Today the princess visits the small 
Patagonian town of Gaiman. She 
will sail in a catamaran in the hope 
of seeing the renowned friendly 
whales jumping off the Atlantic 
coast before lakmg tea and cakes in 
a traditional Welsh tea house in 
Gaiman. 

The locals, most of whom arrived 
from Wales at the end of the 19th 
centuiy, still speak Welsh and she 
will be greeted by Welsh singing and 
dancing . The small minority who do 
oppose her visit, saying she repre- 
sents “the usurper monarchy which 
enslaved Wales," have promised to 
stay at home. 

At least among the farandula, 
the local in-crowd of artists and 
stare with whom Mr Menem likes 
to be seen, her visit was the high- 
point at least of the month. Invita- 
tions to her private dinner with the 
British ambassador. Sir Peter Hall, 
on Thursday night were more cov- 
eted than tickets for tomorrow's 
crucial football league match 
between Maradona's Boca Juniors 
and river Plate. 

“They were murdering each other 
to get the ambassador to invite 
them." said an embassy staffer. 


Jo Brand’s 


he end of the tour seems to be in sight. Theoretically, sitting in a car for 
few hours a day and then delivering an hour's worth of comedy shouldn’t be 

0 wearing, but" we are knackered. Perhaps if we went to bed at 11 with cocoa 
id a hot water bottle every night we wouldn’t be, buf Che whole tour crew has 
rveloped an obsession with the nastiest card game ever invented - Black 
[aria, the main object of which seems to be to dump the Queen of Spades on 

1 opponent, losing them 50 points. Feelings run very high and it becomes 
sarer and clearer to me how wars start. 

Touring gives you a real insight into local mentalities too, from Aberystwyth, 
here front-page news is that someone has broken into a phone box, to 
ottingbam, where on a Tuesday night at 7.30 the whole audience seemed to 
: mad. drunk and slightly hysterical (why Tuesday?). Hull proved, against 
peclations, to be a joy, despite the fact that a visit to a fantastic women’s 
ntre on a very deprived estate resulted in a few kids jumping up and down on 
e car and denting the roof. They also reminded us of a few choice Anglo- 
cion words in the dust on the car. I was just glad they didn’t nick it realty. 


yed the reaction to the Diana 
ama extravaganza more than I 

>d the programme itself- the 
Tktegrapk letters page excelled 
with Lady Someone-ormther 
ting the demise of the rede erf 
>wer of London and some bloke 
Kevin (who’s probably just 
shucked by a woman) portraying 
lole shebang as an exercise in 
ng female wiles. The Hewitt 
■ comes out of the whole tiling 
aste of space. He is reported as 
• he helped Diana a lot. If 
tg the gaff on their intimate 
s is helping a lot, then I am a 
k model. 

chief executive of 

iiire Television has said that 
iewers are not greatly 
sled in serious news at peak 
c times. He feels that what 
ant is news that affects them 
i ally from their own region. I 
een on the receiving end over 
st six weeks of numerous local 
trogrammes and I am fairly 
iat is not what they want, 
of course they live in the 
after area, where they would 
an endless diet of gore and 
i failings in the West case. _ 
levision companies are j»°mg 
jonalise the news, why don t 


they just have a separate news 
programme for each family? This 
could report on how grandma did at 
the bingo or feature mum’s corns or 
the children’s recent marks for 
geography homework. 

Antipodeans are none too keen on our 
figureheads. Apparently, not content 

with attempting to oust the Queen, 

they are bow having a pop at her 
understudy, Baroness Thatch en Four 
members of the New South Wales 



.week 


parliament walked out when she was 
allowed the rare privilege of sitting in 
a ceremonial chair. Any throne will 
do, it seems. 

Klingon, the language from Star 
Trek, can now be studied at degree 
level How veiy useful ... and 1 
thought a joint sociology and 
psychology degree might not go far in 
the job market. Anita Karr, who at 
least acknowledges herself as “a sad 
old Tfekky", remarks that die Bible is 
being translated into KUngon as well 
although why that should encourage 
Brekkies to read it is beyond me. 

Many comics on the comedy circuit 



Why don’t they love her? 


Why do they love him? 


are fens of Star Trek and include 
routines about it in their sets. I'm 
afraid these bits bore me to tears, but 
I appreciated it one night when a 
comic was struggling with some Star 
Trek materia] and a heckler shouted 
out “It’s comedy, Jim - but not as we 
know iL" 

Brian Mawhinney, be of the paint- 
spattered jacket, has received a 
formal apology from the Metropolitan 
Police Commissioner, Sir Pant 
Condon, because it took 18 inmates 
for the police to arrive on the scene. 
He remarked that the officers 
involved are “very distressed”. I bet 
they are, after they’ve had the biggest 
bollocking of their career. Thank God 
it was only Mr Mawhinney’s dignity 
that was hurt. 

1 thought the reason given for the 
delay was fantastic. The call was 
relayed to a special operations centre 
which had been closed by the time the 
call was passed on. Which special 
operations centre would that be, 
then? The one dealing with Queen 
Victoria's coronation, or maybe the 
one set up to tackle those dreadful 
suffragettes? Reassuring to know the 
rozaers are on the ball isn't it? 

Diverse musical taste is always a 
problem in the car on tour, with 
neither myself, the tour manager, or 
the other act really wanting to force 
our preferences on the others. This 
has resulted in quite a lot of Radiol 
at various times and the realisation 
that certain songs are played 
endlessly. The only song that gets the 
thumbs-up on the increased volume 
scale is “Ganglia’s Paradise” by 
Coolio and LV because this is a 
brilliant reworking of a great Stevie 
Wonder song. Cover versions as usual 
abound on the airwaves, being 
distinguished mainly by the feet that 
the original was better. Please, can 
someone write some new good songs 
before I smash the radio up? 
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Saved by Uncle Sam - but what about next time? 


V always count on the Americans 

Chiihiii thin S'" Winston 

aitenMf& ^ have exhausted all the 

tm the ? Id ada S e 

r p „„5® a ^°’ W ^ en - delated U$ intervention bro- 
kered a peace deal in Bosnia. At last the Amer- 
leadership, but only after 
they and theur European partnere had dithered 
for the best part of f our years. 

thaJru' “* end, the Americans who made 

ute dufereiice. This was the first major war in 
mid-Europe smee 1945. It was a war that saw 
ne return of concentration camps and geno- 
~ Y f l the Europeans, with their petty, 
national concerns, demonstrated that they 
were not up to the task of settling the conflict, 
i no development of the European Union and 
other international institutions may suggest 
mat the bad old days of nationalist rivalry have 
* i?P , ? ced co-operation. But the Bosn- 
ian debacle has illustrated Europe’s inability 
to act in concert on security issues. We are not 
yet ready to shake off 50 years of dependence 
on Washington. 

The problems that stand in the way of com- 
mon European action remain significant The 
• United States may be gridlocked by the sepa- 
ration of powers, bat at least it is a single nation 
■stale with a common language. Europe is 
badly handicapped by having several languages 
and by each nation jealously guarding its own 
■sovereignly. 

In Bosnia, President Clinton arrived with his 
■ cavalry in the nick of time. Matters had seri- 
ously deteriorated: the conflict had left Britain 








and France more estranged from Washington 
than aLany time since the Suez crisis in 1956. 
Like Roosevelt before Mm in the Second 
World Whr, President Clinton was portrayed as 
successfully resisting isolationism within the US 
Congress. He offered the resources of the New 
World to sort out the problems of the Old. In 
the process he, ai least temporarily, bolstered 
Nato, a shaky edifice which the Bosnian issue 
might easily have destroyed. The US holds.up 
Nato like a tent pole, while other nations pro- 
vide the pegs. Without the pole, the tent 
would collapse. 

So are we now back to normal? Does the set- 
tling of the Bosnian war and the manner of 
peace-making mean that the North Atlantic 
relationship is once again secure? Hove polit- 
ical analysis been wrong to predict that with 
the end of the Cold Vfar, the United Slates, cap- 
tivated by economic growth in the Pacific 
Rim, will desert Europe for Asia? r 
Europe dearly still needs the US commit- 
ment, which is enshrined in Article 5 of the 
North Allan Lie Treaty and marked by the pres- 
ence of over 100.000 US troops on the Conti- 
nent. The Americans in effect subsidise 
Europe's defence to the tune of $90bn a year. 
We have struck a bargain with them: they patrol 
our territory and in exchange give us access, via 
Nato. to their huge stockpile of equipment, 
their transport capacity and their ability to 

f itber intelligence. It's a cheap deal for 
urope. 

But is it reliable? The Americans still have 
much to gain from close involvement across the 


pond. After all,' the European Union b still - 
America’s most important trading partner. 

■ And although the Cold MVar is over, US fears 
about potential threats from the east remain. 
No one knows how aggressive the Russians- 
ccnild prove to be: electrons "there next month 
could offer some . Indication. With Poland 
electing a neo-communist president this week; 
if is unclear where the dividing line between 
east and west will be drawn. So a large-scale 
withdrawal from Europe would be against US 
interests. ■ 

But Europeans would be foolish to think that . 
the Bosnian agreement has resolved American 
ambivalence towards military engagement in 
Europe. The Republican-controlled Congress 
is determined to leave the Continent to its own 
devices. Indeed it was the action of Congress, 
in calling for an end to the arms embargo 
imposed on the Bosnian Muslims, that forced 
Clinton to intervene.’ 

An end to the embargo would have required 
a withdrawal by the United Nations, which 
Clinton bad promised to back up with 25,000 
US troops. Had be kept that promise, he could 
have found himself going into election year 
with a potential foreign policy disaster on his 
bands. 

In abort, Bosnia was a special case. The 
White House was galvanised largely by domes- 
tic considerations into offering leadership. 
The president wished to avoid being accused 
of wasting taxpayers' dollars and riskmg Amer- 
ican lives in a country about which voters know 
very little. This is the Clinton style: he does not 


have a grand vision ofw&at to do abroad - be 
hasa re-election strategy. When.be arrives here 


Jsm, how domestic concerns drive insforeign 

I! -VP 1. - - - --- 1 lux 


: '.will do-all he can to secure somwnovement m 
Ulsteris peace process. 

Amencanmterventkininand commitment 
to Europe, despite 1 the Bosnian episode, 
remaiffi uncertain and fragile. This is a sober- 
ing thought For parts of Europe remain potenr 
rial-scenes of violent conflict. And there is no 
reason to believe that next time Europe will do 
any better than its ignominious performance in 
Bosnia. Whiting for President Clinton to have 
the time and inclination to stepin is both risky 
and an abdication of responsib^. It cost hun- 
dreds of thousands of lives in former 
Yugoslavia. 

: Tb date, the Europeans have done little to 
address this source of instability. They have 
'made scant progress on developing a separate 
nuclear umbrella, which 'would be founded on 
the weapons held by Britain and France. Co- 
operation on defence -matters is in its infancy, 
undermined by the anti-federalism that is 
^growing in member states -of the European 
Union. As a result, the only option is to prop 
' up a -weakened Nato relationship whose life 
expectancy is unclear. 

The Bosnian episode has shown how much 
Europe still needs the United States, even in 
its own back yard. The problem is that there is 
no guarantee that, in future, the United States 
win be prepared to act 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Farewell to the spirit of ’68 


From A fr Seanuis Murphy 
Sin As a member of generation 
Y, J am proud to salute the 
endeavours of my mare active 
brethren in taking to the streets 
to protest against the penny- 
pinching Government (“Stu- 
dents march against cash cuts", 
24 November 1 - Alas, little do 
they seem to realise that the 
spirit of ‘AS has lost its reso- 
nance. How can students 
protest about student grants 
and loans, about the drop in 
government funding, when 
laced with the reality of slate 
spending in the 1990s? Stu- 
dents are privileged to have 
their fees paid, a fate their US 
counterparts do not share. 
Although I would not advocate 
the same system, perhaps the 
solution lies in the Antipodes, 
where a graduate lax is used 
that would overcome tbe non- 
sense that is the loan system. 
Yours faithfully, 

Seamus Murphy 
London. SE24 
24 November 

From Mr Jonathan Youens 
Sin Your editorial this morning 
("Let students pay - it's only 
fair". 24 November) is very per- 
tinent hut you miss one funda- 
mental point There is already 


a graduate tax. By improving 
employment prospects through 
further education, the earning 
potential of a graduate is 
increased and thus the Rev- 
enue benefits from increased 
tax payments for years to come 
without tbe need for an extra 
levy. If a graduate ends up tak- 
ing a lower-paid job such as 
leaching or in the health ser- 
vices, then surely we are getting 
our money’s worth. 

Yours faithfully, 

Jonathan Youens 
Sidcup 

24 November 

From Mr E. P. Moisson 
Sin I was saddened to read of 
the impact of heavy rain upon 
the radicals of Paris (“Stu- 
dents take to the streets in ’68 
style", 22 November). One is 
reminded of die crowds being 
halted for similar reasons 
some 200 years ago, thus fail- 
ing to prevent the execution of 
Robespierre. 

Must inclement weather 
always thwart the noble stride 
of revolution? 

Yours, 

E. P. Moisson 
Sidney Sussex College 
Cambridge 
22 November 





Before the rain: students in Paris last week 


Reuters 


Dud pills to turn 
kids off Ecstasy 

From Mr Martyn Thatcher 
Sir. A practical way to fight the 
problems of Ecstasy would be for 
the Government to manufacture 
identical but harmless tablets 
and put them into circulation 
with appropriate publicity. 

The economics and logistics 
do not mailer, they can be sold 

on the streets for the same as 

(he real ones even, unknow- 
ingly, bv the same pushers. 

If a child is daft enough to 
spend good money and pop a 
tabieL, wouldn't you rather 
there was a 50 per cent chance 
it was a fake and, eventually, 
what teenager is going to pay 
£10 if there is every chance tne 

tablet writ be a dud? 

The result musl be the deval- 
uation of the whole business, 
not perhaps very subtle, but 
surely without risk. 

Yours. 

Martyn Thatcher 
Shawhury, 

Shropshire 
23 November 


Reasons to clone 
a mobile phone 

From Dr Michael H. Smith 
Sin With regard to your article 
“Mobile-phone industry acts 
against 'clones' ", (22 Novem- 
ber), mobile phone cloning or 
re-chipping is not confined to 
fraudulent activity but has sev- 
eral legitimate purposes which 
you do not mention. For exam- 
ple, someone wishing to 
upgrade their equipment may 
wish to transfer their existing 
number to avoid suffering the 
inconvenience of publicising a 
new number. Conversely, in a 
competitive environment, 
mobile phone users should be 
free to transfer to a new service 
provider without having to pur- 
chase new equipment. There 
may also be legitimate reasons 


Tighter net 
on asylum 

From Ms Maria Fernandes 
Sir. Nnj Deva’s article (Another 
view. '‘Fair and firm on immi- 
gration" 22 November) is chill- 
ing, not only because he rejects 
allegations that the Govern- 
ment is playing the race card, 
but because he puts economic 
arguments before democratic 
values. His article gives us an 
insight into the real aim of the 
legislation. He says that appli- 
cations have risen and that 
“unless something is done now" 
the upward trend will continue. 
Further on in the article he 
refers to the BUI being about 
efficiency. 

Michael Howard claimed 
that the aim of the Bill was to 
deter bogus asylum-seekers and 
illegal immigrants. It was not 
about restricting numbers. Yet 
the B31 will prevent all asylum- 
seekers from making in -country 
applications. Seventy percent of 
applications are made after 
entiy, the majority within a 
week of arriving. Many do not 
speak the language, are suspi- 
cious of those in authority and 
are confused and tired, having 
been tortured and imprisoned 
abroad. With one stroke the 
Government treats these people 
as bogus applicants. 

There is no doubt that this 
move will save a lot of money. 
Denying them benefits and 
housing wiU save further sums, 
and at the same time deter oth- 
ers from applying. There is 
increasing evidence that deten- 
tion is already used as a means 
of deterring applications. Cou- 
pled with these further restric- 
tions, the asylum-seeker can 
expect the net to dose in on him. 

This is the sixth Bill to be 
passed in the past 16 years. The 
last one was only two years ago, 
and had the same aim. It has 
failed to address tbe real prob- 
lems. Speeding up applications 
would be far more effective in 
weeding out bogus applicants. 

Exploiting a vulnerable 
group will undoubtedly make 
huge suras available to the pub- 
lic coffers. But at what cost? 
Yours sincerely, 

Maria Fernandes 
Fernandes Vaz Solicitors 
London, NW2 
23 November 

77ic writer is an executive mem- 
ber of the Law Society's sub- 
committee on immigration. 


for having two telephones shar- 
ing the same number (perhaps 
a car phone and a hand- 
portable) where tbe use on 
either unit would be insufficient 
to justify two separate lines, or 
two separate numbers would be 
inconvenient. Imagine the out- 
cry if BT insisted that every 
internal extension within a 
home had to pay separate line 
charges. None of these uses 
involves fraud. 

The root of the problem is 
that equipment costs are gen- 
erally subsidised by the exces- 
sive usage charges levied by the 
service providers - how else 
could expensive mobfle phones 
be made available at such low 
prices? 

Yours faithfully. 

Michael H. Smith 
B ury, Lancashire 
23 November 


Voting system The example of royal Europe 

CailSeS apathy - mm Mr F M M Vteimrr and thp miKlanl intnwntlnn 


From Ms Caroline Ellis 
Sin Perhaps part of the reason 
for the public apathy towards 
party politics (“Party politics 
turns Britain into an ‘apathetic 
nation' ”, 23 November) lies in 
the fact that political parties 
increasingly seem to have lost 
interest in the needs and con- 
cerns of the voters. 

The first-past-the-post voting 
system based on the ethos of 
“to the victor the spoils" mili- 
tates against any meaningful 
relationship between the 
people and the politicians. 
Under our current voting sys- 
tem. parties are not required to 
fight hard for every single con- 
stituency - apart from the 100- 
odd maiginal seats, the result is 
a foregone conclusion. 

The second feature of the 
first-past-the-post system is 
that it discourages political 
pluralism, with tbe manifestos 
of each of the main parlies 
increasingly coming to resem- 
ble each other as (hey fighl to 
occupy the same narrow polit- 
ical ground. 

Herein lies part of the rea- 
son for the apparent shift 
towards punitive and authori- 
tarian attitudes to civil rights, 
since politicians increasingly 
dare not speak up for people 
with lifestyles that diverge 
from “the norm" and fear the 
consequences of defending 
basic principles of human 
rights against populist author- 
itarianism - the lack of parlia- 
mentary opposition to the 
Criminal Justice and Public 
Order Act being a recent case 
in point. 

Yours sincerely, 

Caroline Ellis 
Charter 88 
London, EC1 
23 November 


A great British 
war novelist 

From Mr Alex Jtevell 
Sin In his review of The Flower 
of Battle (Books, 18 Novem- 
ber), Mark Bostridge com- 
mented: “Britain didn’t pro- 
duce a war novelist of the 
stature of Remarque, and it is 
perhaps regrettable that what 
is without doubt the greatest 
British novel of the war, Fred- 
eric Manning's 77ic Middle 
farts of Fortune, receives only 
a passing mention." 

While agreeing that the 
Manning book is superb, 1 can- 
not agree that Britain did not 
produce a war novelist to match 
Remarque. Hinged Victory by 
V. M. Yeates is the equal, if not 
superior, to both the Manning 
and Remarque books. Like 
them, and Sassoon's Memoirs of 
an Infantry Officer, it is auto- 
biographical fictioQ and is a 
masterpiece of evocative writ- 
ing. The subject is the air war 
of 1918 - Yeaies was a fighter 
pilot - and many pilots of that 
war have commented lo me: 
"That’s exactly how it was.” 
With. Yeates’s early death 
Britain lost a great novelist. 
Yours faithfully, 

Alex Revell 
Hayic. 

Cornwall 
20 November 


From Mr F. M. M. Steiner 
Sin In castigating the Little 
Englanders Polly Toynbee (“... 
the monarchy must quit its 
infantile fairyland", 22 Novem- 
ber) overlooks the fact that 
she seems to be one of them 
herself. There is nothing in her 
article about the experience of 
half a dozen other EU coun- 
tries that are constitutional 
monarchies; they do have writ- 
ten constitutions and do not 
have the wholly excessive con- 
centration of power in the 
hands of their prime ministers. 
What people who talk of Dis- 
neyland and soap operas also 
disregard is the part played in 
the mails of the state by the 
monarc hs concerned. Except 
for Sweden, none of those king- 
doms has the separation 
between Crown and state raen- 
| tioned by Andrew Mart (“The 
| tale of Diana's revenge", 22 
November), and in some cases, 

| such as Spain, the personal 
I influence of the head of state 
markedly exceeds his formal 
i powers. 

There is no reason why a 
modern constitution should be 
less compatible with a consti- 
tutional monarchy in this coun- 
try than elsewhere in Europe, 
particularly if the system were 
adjusted to take account of the 
changes in this country’s eco- 
nomic and international power 
and position, since the Queen's 
accession in 1952. 

Yours faithfully, 

F. M. M. Steiner 
Deddington, Oxfordshire 
22 November 

From Ms Patricia Graham 
Sir: Germaine Greer (24 
November) describes the sad 
history of previous Princesses of 
Whies. Reading an account of 
the twilight of the Hapsbuig 
Empire, l am struck by the sim- 
ilarities between Princess Diana 
and Elizabeth of Bavaria - the 
celebrated “SisT - Empress to 
Franz Joseph of Austria. 

Married in 1854 at 16 years 
of age, she was celebrated from 
the ouiset for her beauty and 
lively disposition. The famous 
painting by Winterhalter shows 
her in 18ti7 in a magnificent 
white ball dress, her hair 
arnaiely plaited and interlaced 
with diamond stars, a veritable 
dream princess. Four years into 
the marriage, however, after 
the birth of a Crown Prince, she 
had already begun to exhibit 
symptoms similar to those 
described by the present 
Princess of Whies. She suffered 
throughout her subsequent life 
from an eating disorder, which 
made her as “thin as a bean- 
pole" and developed a passion 
for gymnastics. Her private 
gymnasium is still to be seen in 
the Hofburg Palace. 

No doubt part cause of the 
disorder was the stifling atmos- 
phere of the court of Vienna 


and the constant intervention in 
the lives of the imperial couple 
of tbe Empress Dowager, her 
own aunt, Sophia of Bavana. It 
seems likely, too, that she was . 
uninspired fay her worthy but 
pedantic husband. 

Sisi came to be regarded by 
her enemies and to some con- 
siderable extent by the Vien- 
nese public as “mad". By con- 
trast, in Hungary, she was j 
received with great affection, 
not least for her efforts to learn 
Magyar. She became an ally of 
the Prime Minister, Count 
Andrassy, and had some suc- 
cess in building support for the 
Hapsburgs against the. tiring 
tide of Magyar nationalism. 
For the rest, unable to settle in 
Vienna, she travelled fitfully, 
about Europe, while pursuing 
a variety of cultural enthusi- 
asms. 

TheEmperorwas involved in 
a series of extra-marital 
liaisons, which Sisi tolerated 
and even encouraged, but his 
affection for her did not alter. 

Sisi's life was marked by 
tragedy, including the early 
death of her eldest daughter, 
Sophie and thesuidde at May- 
erting of her only son, the. 
Crown Prince Rude It Her sad 
history ended in 1898 with her 
assassination at the hands of an 
Italian anarchist while travel- 
ling in Switzerland. 

Yours sincerely, 

Patricia Graham 
Tbnbridge, Kent 
24 November 

From Mr Stewart Gott 
Sin In her Panorama interview 
Princess Diana suggested that 
her situation as estranged wife 
of one potential monarch and 
mother of another is without 
precedent Two similar situa- 
tions that spring to mind are 
those of Isabella of France 
(1292-1358) and Livia Drusflla 
(58BC-AD29). Isabella, with 
the assistance of ber lover 
Roger Mortimer, succeeded in 
overthrowing her husband 
Edward II in 1326, in favour of 
ber son Edward HI. Livia, the 
second wife of Caesar Augus- 
tus, successfully plotted - 
through methods that included 
the murder of his rivals - for 
the succession of her son, 
Tiberius. 

So far, so good. However, it 
is worth noting that Edward III, 
having gained the throne, 
avenged the murder of his 
father by executing Mortimer, 
and so curtailed the political 
influence of his mother Isabella 
that she ended ber life as a mm. 
Tiberius, once emperor, also 
threw off his mother’s shackles, 
denying her honours and push- 
ing her into the margins of 
public life. 

Yours faithfully 
Stewart Gott 
O rpington, Kent 
23 November 


The rights of fish In a nutshell 


From Mr Patrick Serjeant 
Sir I refer to Sister Olga Mil- 
lice nfs letter of 21 November 
and wonder about the fish that 
went with the loaves. 

Yours faithfully, 

Patrick Serjeant 
Famham, Suffolk 
21 November 


Letter* should be addressed lo Letters to tbe Edtton Indcperient, One Canada Square, Canary Wharf; London EM5DL 
(Rue GI7I-293 2056; e-mail: fetters@indqieirtlentcii.iik) and Include a daytime telephone number. 

Letters may be f d ltf d for length and clarity We regret we air unable to acknowledge unpublished fetters, 
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From Mr Pet& Hurcomh 
Sin Duff Hart-Davis's conun- 
drum over 'finding walnut 
shells wilbin his walk (Week- 
end: 18 November) may be 
explained by the use (so I 
have been told) of nutshells as 
insulation by builders even 
during relatively recent times. 
As a chartered architect, I 
have seen them in Victorian 
construction... 
YomfaithfuIIy, 

Peter Hurcomb 
Bandar Seri Begawan 
Brunei 
22 November 


DAVID 

AAROT 

Mutt 

nuts 


Y ou cannot tell from the 
photograph, but my long 



lithe body is almost completely 
unscarred There are no large 
moles, no ugly tattoos, no zip- 
per-like appendix marks— noth- 
ing but the fading love-bites 
and scratches that bear testi- 
mony to the passions that! still 
arouse. In the physical sense I 
.am perfect . . 

Or aJinpsL; Scarcely visible on 
the right cheek is a small scar 
- a reminder of the traumatic 
moment whe n our family's bpr- ; 
* der collie bitch,' Jo (named : 
after Stalin), defended a ham- 
bone from the attentions of the 
20-month-old author. My 
mother, after she had seen to 
the dog (who was understand- 
ably distressed by the experi- 
ence), took me to hospital 
where L was stitched up and 
sent home. ; ' 

Despite this early incident I 
bear dogs no ffl-wiu. Nor have 
: I become a child-biter myself. 
But I do sometimes wonder 
what I would have looked like 
if Jo, instead of being a rather 
puny raongreL had been a pit- 
bull terrier - like the one 
released from police custody 
this week. How much face 
would I have bad left to see me 
through-life's bourne? 

The fact is that all dogs bite. 
And dogs with the strength of 
steam-hammers in their jaws 
bite badly. Best (you would 
have thought) not to have them 
around. Then children and 
adults won't suffer so much. 

Such logic is, for some rea- 
son, beyond the dog-lobby. 
Sure, Dianne Folderol (or 
whatever her name is), owner 
of the reprieved Dempsey 
Devil-Dog has undoubtedly 
been badly treated by the 
courts. Dempsey was nabbed 
after a relative took her muz- 
zle off to allow her to be sick on 
the pavement - the way dog- 
owners do. Dempsey did not 
deserve to die for that. Better 
wait until she actually kills 
someone. 

But Ms Folderol does not 
accept that such a thing is pos- 
sible, “Dempsey would never 
hurt anyone*, she insists. Like 
smokers who deny the harm 
their habit does them (“my 
Unde Bert smoked a thousand 
fags a day and lived till he was 
103”), dog owners will not 


believe what dogs can do, until 
they come home one day to find 
their toddler’s teeth and two 
romper-suit poppers on the 
doormat. 

This may be tbe blindness of 
love. 'Writing yesterday in this 
-paper Carla Lane (who has 
written more fine comedies 
. than Dempsey has had hot chil- 
dren) spoke of the “grief- 
stricken owners" of condemned 
dogs. And Irene Saunders, the 
grateful mistress of Louise the 
shih tzu (an appropriate name 
for a bireed of dog) Tescucd 
from the hold of a transatlantic 
jet this week, said that having 
lost her husband and parents 
Louise meant “everything'' to 
her. And she is dearly telling 
the truth. 

Is this true, however, for all 
dog-lovers? I ask for the obvi- 
ous reason that many of the 
nation's dogless are fed up with 
wading knee-high through 
excrement and are beginning to 
go all Jade Straw about iL For- 
get winos, how does it come 
about that demure grannies 
and Kidderminster Colonels 
will stand by quite happily and 
allow their animals to crap just 
outride other people's front 
gates? Do we endure this in 
deference to their great love? 

lb answer this it is time for 
another of the Aaronovitch 
tests, designed to establish the 
truth of conventional proposi- 
tions. All dog-owners should be 
asked the following question: 
are you prepared - in perpetu- 
ity - to follow behind your dog 
picking up all its faeces and 
morning up all its urine? Or - 
shall I shoot the animal right 
how in front of you? 1 Sm pre- 
pared to bet all my meagre 
eammgs from this newspaper 
that the vast majority of “dog- , 
lovers" faced with this choice 
would opt for death. (I am not/ 
an unreasonable man. so the' 
elderly and infirm would bp 
given the choice of having thour 
dogs fitted with colostomy ba^s). 

If dog-owners disagree with toe, 
they know how to prove iu 

Otherwise, as the YuUbtide 
season draws on, and chjpdren 
stop to look in petsbop wi/daws, 
we should ponder the wfcrds of 
a Korean friend of nnnJb, “A dog 
is not just for Qirisjtmas'*, he 
said, “it can taste gSjod at any 
time of the year." g 


Fve been lucky all ray life. Thik about jammy. But Y ve got this 
feeling that the best u yet to come - Paul McCartne y 

I don’t like it It is total dross, Eveiy note reeks of wanti ng to make 
money - Jonathan King, radio presenter, on the Beatles* new record 

There was no love. All yon wanted was a cuddle and to be told you 
ha^.donesomethinggoodevEfnffftwascmtywiimit^t he egg and 

spoon race - Gary G>ter, rock star, on his yean in a ciuld Iren 'shame 

Stress^d-out workers are no good to their famili es at id ho good 
to British business - John Monks, TUC general secret ary, attack- 
ing govemrrumt rrsisttmt^ paid holiday i Legal right 

I was asked in Japan recently not to predict the end o f the world 
- t hey were nervous it might affect the stock market - Stephen 
Hawking, physicist, lecturing at the Ro^ Albert Hall 

This may not be a just peace ... but in the .world as it? is, a better 
peace.could not have been attained -Aifia Izetbegorij c, president 
of Bosnia _ - ~ A 

The longer she stays in Kensington Palace, the longer i ihegoe&on 
hurting herself- Andrew ess of Wales 

I cfonot expectany rnore commenfa- JolihMaioi^a/n tr Nicholas 
Soames, armed forces minister, damiiMthePrim^vM > s paranoid 
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Happily 
eating 
into Forte 

Granada’s boss isn’t the type to bag 
pheasants: he has bigger game in 
his sights, says Mathew Horsman 


N eM lo Granada headquarters 
in Golden Square, central 
London, stands the mighty Regent 
Palace Hotel, one of 900 proper- 
ties worldwide run by Britain's 
largest hotel operator. Forte. A 
small sign on one of the side 
entrances reads: "Forte recruit- 
ment next door.” 

Certainly Sir Rocco Forte, the 
international hotelier, does not 
intend to recruit Lhe help of anyone 
next door at Granada. But he may 
have no choice. For he finds him- 
self on the receiving end of what 
promises to be a very hostile 
takeover bid from the rentals, tele- 
vision and catering giant. 

it is hard to see the affable 
Gerry Robinson, 47, being in the 
least bit hostile. Granada's chief 
executive is quick to laugh - real 
belly laughs, lhe kind you cannot, 
help but join in - but he is mis- 
chievous. even devious, too. When 
told last week that Sir Rocco had 
been on a pheasant shoot in York- 
shire at the time Granada's £3 Jbn 
bid was being unveiled in London, 
he responded: “I get invited on 
shoots all the time. I just can't stand 
the idea of doing it." 

The comment is nicely judged. 
He has said nothing against his 
adversary, but has managed all the 
same to draw a distinct line 
between them. Sir Rocco is the 
kind of man who isn't on the spot 
when his company's fortunes are at 
risk. Moreover, he is on a “shoot", 
that quintessential pastime of the 
idle rich (even if, like Irish-born 
Robinson, Sir Rocco comes from 
less-lhan-aristocratic origins'); 
meanwhile, Robinson is in the 
City, taking questions from insti- 
tutional investors, journalists and 
financial analysts. 

Even in its blindside attack on 
Forte’s poor performance of late, 
Robinson’s Granada has put its 
criticisms carefully. The assets - 
ranging from “trophy" hotels such 
as Grosvenor House and the lux- 
ury George V in Paris to roadside 
restaurants such as (he Happy 
Eater chain - have been "under- 
managed", and shareholders have 


not received the kind of value they 
deserve. 

Compare that light touch with 
Sir Rocco’s response lo the bid: 
“He [Robinson] has no skills to run 
a hotels business. The closest he 
gets to marketing is his big mouth.” 

Later, in a conversation in the 
comer office of Granada head- 
quarters, Robinson warms lo the 
“us and them” theme without 
drawing undue attention. Describ- 
ing the three years of work that he 
aod his second-in-command 
Charles Allen pul into charting lhe 
prospects of a bid for Forte, he 
says: “1 have been in a lot of Happy 
Eaters and in a lot of Forte hotels. 
Of course, most people would 
expect me to be belter at judging 
the Posthouse in Ipswich than the 
George V in Paris. 

“Forte is viewed as being a high- 
class hotel company,” Robinson 
says smoothly. “It isn’L It makes 
most of its money from mid-market 
hotels and raotorside restaurants. 
So it makes a lot of sense for 
Granada to be interested.” 

Translation: Sir Rocco has pre- 
tensions to being an international, 
high-class hotelier: Robinson none. 

A self-made man of the people, 
then, and proudof it Ninth in a fam- 


UnHw Rocco Forte, Gerry Robinson is no workaholic. “Most work is pointless 1 Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 


In 1 991, Granada, a tired, fam- 
ily-run rentals and television com- 
pany, enticed him to join with a 
mandate lo improve flagging prof- 
its and overcome a disastrous 
expansion of the computer main- 
tenance business under his prede- 
cessor, Derek Lewis. Robinson did 
so the old-fashioned, and unpopu- 
lar. way: cutting costs. Jobs went. 


‘People love to make their businesses 
appear complicated. Most are not’ 


ily of 10 children, born in Donegal, 
Ireland, Robinson studied for the 
priesthood, then worked at a Match- 
box toy factory, rising to plant man- 
ager at 22. After stints at Lesney 
Products, Lex and Coca-Cola 
(together with studies in accoun- 
tancy), he joined GrandMet, the 
food and drinks giant, and led a 
management buy-out of the catering 
division in 1987. The resulting com- 
pany, Compass, was a huge success, 
and earned him a personal fortune 
rumoured to be at least £5rn. 


ayccs of management were 
:d: even senior staff at 


whole lay 
removet 
Granada Television, the jewel of 
the I TV crown, got the booL So 
unpopular was the restructuring 
that the comedian John Cleese 
famously wrote to Robinson, say- 
ing. “F*** off out of it, you igno- 
rant upstart caterer.” 

Since then the two men have 
made their peace and Granada has 
prospered. By the time it took 
over LWT in another acrimonious 
battle that this time pitted Ro bin- 


son against Roland Rat's creator, 
the television guru Greg Dyke, 
most people thought Robinson was 
a real television man after alL 

Critics still complain that he 
turned the grand old Granada, 
high-minded and intellectual, into 
“just another 1TV company”. Well 
maybe. But that probably has more 
to do with the Broadcasting Act 
1990 than with Robinson. 

Through it all. Robinson kepi his 
cool. He tells fine tales about the 
great and less great in television, 
dropping names without appearing 
pretentious. But he will tell none of 
them on the record: typically, he 
doesn't want to cause offence. 

Behind the jollity, the easy man- 
ner and the deviousness lies a very 
good, if at times brutal manager. 
Granada/LWT is a powerhouse 
among programmer-broadcasters; 
the rentals business is profitable 
despite cut-lhroai competition; the 
catering business, centred on the 
motorway services division, has 
much better margins than its rivals. 

The key lo his success has been 
a highly decentralised manage- 
ment, with managers in the field 
given room to perform. Cost-cut- 
ting. firm cash and credit controls 
and regular head-office accounting 


complete the strategy. But woe to 
the under-performer, the line man- 
ager who misses his target. 

“People love to make their busi- 
nesses appear complicated,” he says. 
“Most are not Hotels are about 
three things: managing pricing man- 
aging costs and managing capacity.” 
Likewise: “Television is aboul pro- 
gramming. If you have good pro- 
grammes, you will succeed.” He 
and chief operating officer Allen are 
about to put that to a further test, 
rolling out as many as four new satel- 
lite channels by next year, fed in part 
by gems from the Granada library. 

Robinson finds he can get his 
work done easily between 9am and 
6pm. Weekend work is out of the 
question. “I think most work is 
pointless,” he says. “There are only 
three or four things you do a day 
that have any effect on your busi- 
ness. The rest is a waste of time.” 

While Robinson won't say it, the 
implication is clear. Hie notorious 
workaholic Sir Rocco, who works 
through dinner and on weekends, 
beads a company that has posted 
disappointing results in recent 
years. Robinson is chief executive 
of a growing profitable operation, 
effortlessly providing shareholders 
with good value. Odds are, bell win. 


Running on 
the road 
to nowhere 

Should doctors prescribe 
exercise? Jim White, a 
bored gym-goer, thinks not 


T his morning began as most 
mornings do. After scrap- 
ing the evening's accumulation 
of mould from the perroa- 
dampness of my training shoes, 
slipping on a T-shirt effused 
with the fine odour of yester- 
day's armpit, squeezing into a 
pair of 1985 vintage Manches- 
ter United away shorts - I 
started up the running machine 
in the office gym and began to 
creak. I then ran. on the spot, 
as the treadmill beneath my 
feet span slowly away. 

Seventeen minutes later, 
when 1 stopped the machine, 
four things had happened. A 
thick and unattractive medal- 
lion of sweat had colonised my 
T-shirt; four tracks of Oasis's 
(UTiat's the Story I Morning 
Glory had played on the gym’s 
CD machine; nine Docklands 
Light Railway trains had stut- 
tered out of Canary Wharf sta- 
tion: and, through the pain and 
nausea. I had a recurring vision 
of a caged hamster running, 
pointless ly. in its wheel. 

This is what we have come to 
in the convenience age. Noth- 
ing requires any physical effort 
any more: television channels 
can be altered from the prone 
position: lawn mowers don’t 
need to be rope-cranked; with 
a deluxe smooth-glide cork- 
screw there isn't even a strug- 
gle opening a bottle of claret. 
Thanks to this easy life we are 
developing into a nation of 
tardies and wheeze rs. who can't 
climb the stairs unless attached 
to a canister of oxygen. What 
we are facing is nothing less 
than the gradual Americanisa- 
tion of our hips. And the only 
way to fight the descent to the 
inevitable moment when you 
lose all visual connection with 
your toes is to work at iL We 
must all start behaving, in short, 
like caged rodents. 

This was certainly the view 
propounded this week by 
Murdo Wallace, the chairman 
and founder of the Wright 
Foundation. At about ibe time 
I quit the machine of pain, Mr 
Wallace was launching a 
scheme that sought to empty 
the nation’s doctor's waiting- 
rooms and fill the nation's 
gyms. His view was that if we 
were all encouraged on to the 
treadmill by doctors, the bene- 
fits would be immense: less 
sickness, less stress, less drug 
dependency, greater self- 
esteem, acres of cellulite wiped 
from the human landscape at a 
stroke. Free gym membership 


on the NHS, he called for; 
expensive in the short term, but 
cost-effective in the long. And 
since most doctors appear ro be 
set on smoking, drinking and 
stressing themselves into casu- 
alty, it might not be a bad idea 
if the first gym prescriptions 
they scribbled were their own. 

There is indeed much to sug- 
gest that gyms work better at 
preventing illness than doctors 1 
surgeries. For a start, unlike any 
doctor's waiting-room I have 
visited gyms tend to be frill of 
fit, healthy people (though the 
Independent's staff facility may 
be an exception). Also, if you 
have a heart attack in a gym, 
you are likely to be attended to 
by staff immediately, whereas 
keel over at your local NHS 
facility and you'd have to wait 
an hour before service is mar- 
ket prioritised. And - though 
again this depends on the gym 
you frequent - gym staff rarely 
offer drugs as a first resort. 

But there is one significant 
problem in this idea of Wal- 
lace's: the nature of gym exer- 
cise itself. Any visitor from 
another planet happening upon 
the Canary Wharf fitness cen- 
tre would set the co-ordinates 
for home straight away. Eveiy- 
where you look, all you see is 
madness: people rowing 

nowhere, people climbing stairs 
to nowhere, people squatting 
with a large weight between 
their thighs and lifting it rhyth- 
mically to an M People track 
while indicating extreme pain: 
in short, as sharp a metaphor 
for the pointlessness of human 
existence as you can find. 

At the end of every running- 
on-the-spot session, wasting 
hours that could be more prof- 
itably employed, say, twiddling 
my thumbs, the thing that 
invariably springs to my mind is 
that old Frank Sinatra tale. 
Told tty his doctor that if he 
stopped drinking, smoking and 
chasing women he would live 
longer. Sinatra replied that, 
no, it would only feel like he 
lived longer. 

Perhaps, now that Mr Wal- 
lace has made the first move in 
a closer liaison between the 
medical and the exercise estab- 
lishments, what is required is 
further co-operation: the use of 
selective anaesthetic to dull the 
pain. Knock you out before you 
start, wake you up when you've 
finished - with an offer like 
that, the country's gyms would 
be fuller than a body-buflder’s 
G-string. 


Time for a little daylight - and sanity 

There is a good chance that dark winter afternoons - and GMT - will vanish. Peter Popham can’t wait 


T hanks to the luck of the parlia- 
mentary draw, an overwhelmingly 
logical reform should soon be enacted 
which, at no cost lo anyone, will 
improve the nation’s health, cut crime 
and deaths on the road, and increase 
tourism and exports. 

John ButierfiU, Conservative MP 
for Bournemouth West, wants to kill 
off Greenwich Mean Time, putting 
our clocks forward one hour in win- 
ter and an extra hour in summer. His 
Bill to bring this about came top of the 
annual ballot of private members’ 
bills on Thursday. Mr Bulterfiil claims 
the support of 160 MPs of all parties: 
if the Government does not block the 
Bill, our docks could change for good 
by the end of 1997. 

If it comes to pass, this will mean 
dark breakfasts and gloomy journeys 
to school or work in winter: at the end 
of December it will be dark in London 
until about 9am, in Glasgow until 9.45 
and in Inverness until nearly 10am. 
But in exchange, we will get our after- 
noons back: at the same season, Lon- 
don wfl] be light until nearly 5pm, 
Glasgow until 4.45, even Inverness 
until 4 JO. And as the days begin to 
lengthen into the New Year, winter- 
time activities inconceivable during 
the afternoon for most of this century 
- tennis without floodlights, garden- 
ing, daylight dog-walking - will once 
a gain become possible. 

The reform still has its stubborn 



or scouanu uiiu gloom ™ — 

morning. Farm workers wffl get frost- 
bite, building workers w3i struggle 
with iced-up materials, 
have the working hours of a bat. Most 
emotively of all, they say, 
be struck down by cars as i they P«* 
their way to school through the pitch 
black. “John Bulterfiil is a wodd-be 
time bandit,” Alex Salmond. leader of 
the SNP, said yesterday, “threatening 

Scotland with daylight 
But ranged against the Scottish 



Scottish question: will the threat of gloom in the Highlands kUI the latest bid to bury GMT? Colin McPherson 


MPs is an ii 

of opinion throughout the country 
who see the reform as long overdue. 
More and more people are buying into 
the arguments of Dr Mayer Hill man, 
of the Policy Studies Institute, whose 
report on the subject pit the ball 
rolling in the mid- 1980s. 

The key objection to the reform, he 
acknowledges, is the fear of children 
being hit by cars on the way to school; 
it was the increase in the number of 
these accidents that scuppered a sim- 
ilar reform when it was introduced 
experimentally in the late Sixties. Such 
fears are more than outweighed, how- 
ever. by the decrease in such deaths 
and injuries at other times of the day. 
“What people overlooked,” says Dr 
Hillman, “is that children make far 


more journeys other than to and from 
school. More than 80 per cent of traf- 
fic accidents in which children are 


kille d or seriously injured occur when 
they are not going to or from school” 
They happen, in other words, after 
school - and would be far less likely to 
happen if afternoons were lighter. 

At present. Dr Hillman argues, 
children and old people are effectively 
subject to a winter curfew, while the 
rest of us lose hours every day that 
could be spent on healthy outdoor 
pursuits Putting the clocks forward an 
hour in winter and an extra hour in 
summer, he calculates, would give us 
12 percent extra time for what he calls 
“daylight-dependent activities" at 
weekends, and 35 per cent extra on 
weekdays. 

To appreciate how we arrived in our 
present unenlightened state, a brief 
history of British time is in order. 
Greenwich Mean Time only prevailed 
with the establishment of the railway 
network. Up until then, every town in 


England had its local time, computed 
from the moment the sun was due 
south at noon. Between London and 
Plymouth, for example, there was a 
time difference of 16 minutes. With 
the creation of railways and railway 
timetables, time throughout the coun- 
try was homogenised as GMT 
- But the disadvantages of GMT 
were soon recognised. It is instructive 
to discover that on the two occasions 
this century when efficient use of 
time became a national priority - in 
the world wars - GMT was modified. 
Summer time was introduced during 
the First World Whr. In the last war a 
fiendishly complicated system was 
adopted whereby the docks were put 
forward twice - in February and May 
-and then back twice- in August and 
November - to make optimum use of 
the available daylight. 

’ In 196S, "British Standard Time" 


was introduced for an experimental 
three-year period, whereby time - 
GMT plus one hour - was fixed 
throughout the year. But parliamen- 
tary excitement caused by children’s 
deaths and injuries in the mornings 
persuaded the government to revert to 
GMT in 1971 - despite the fact that 
overall there had been a reduction in 
accidents involving children. As Dr 
Hillman points out, it is easier to 
make political capital out of children 
who have died than out of children 
who haven’t. 

The last serious attempt to put the 
docks forward, in 1989, was scuppered 
when Margaret Thatcher banned all 
controversial new legislation in the 
wake of the poll tax fiasco. This time 
round, despite public diffidence from 
both front benches, it should stand a 
better chance of success. Public opin- 
ion has increasingly swung the reform- 
ers’ way, even Scottish opinion is 
divided evenly and the National Farm- 
ers’ Union is now neutral. Besides 
Scottish MPs, only the building indus- 
try remains doggedly opposed. The 
suggestion that it go the way of Scan- 
dinavia and start the working day an 
hour later has gone down like a frozen 
breeze block. 

What should our new time be 
called? The Home Office has dubbed 
it Single Double Summer Time, 
though a less resonant (or compre- 
hensible) rallying cry is hard to con- 
ceive. The obvious alternative is Cen- 
tral European Time - though John 
Butterfill is quick to reassure waver- 
eis that “If they don't want to be asso- 
ciated with Central European Time, 
they can call it anything else they tike.” 

One of the principal benefits of the 
reform will be to bring us into line with 
the rest of Western Europe all year 
round. But nobody seems in a harry 
to point this out: the wrath of the 
Euro-sceptics is easily roused. And it 
would be tragic if this sane reform 
were to be aborted again - for another 
bad reason. 


% Stuck for jjtl 
Christinas gift ideas? 



tffttDgheflrmeahB 
this Christmas. 


A itong wus only a few days old when she was rescued - the tiny 
elephant iiad been badly trampled when her family fled in 
panic from poachers' guns. Miraculously her life was .saved but 
now she needs your help. 

Become a foster paretic ro A icong and support the constant care of 
this helpless orphan. She needs bottle-feeding every 4 hours and 
still suffers nightmares as she remembers her lost family. 

One day all the little elephants on our fostering programme will 
learn to live independently in the wild, but this is a long way off for 
Aitong. Help us to give her a future full of hope. Join our fostering 
programme and help provide the milk, food and losing care she so 
urgently needs. 

And you won’t just get a feeling of involvement.... 

For just El9. q S|of which £14.00 is vour donation to the elephants), 
you'll also receive a fantastic fosecring gift pack including 

• A personalised certificate 
• A colour photograph of Aicong 
# A fostering window sticker 
* A VHS video featuring Aitong and ail the orphans 

Order before Friday Srh December fo gw aranrer 
delivery before Christmas 
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Yes! I would like- to foster Aitong for the person 1 have nominated below: 


Foster para* 

Nans 
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Poacoda 


■ Pleawsmd pm parit tetTha toetar parent 1~1 Hie person making paytne otQ 

■ I endow a chequopoeiEd order (Payot* to Care tot Wlct) Q 
^ w debit my erwSi osul (DotaSa below} Q 

| VisaW&araroam Ma i ; ■ / i Exp.Da» — ... . 


Amount 6. 


pi racfctefH b abroad add S3. 00 Europa £500 


| H yon- would 9 k further In forma tio n about Cara tor tt» WBef please Bek hem Q 
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Junior Walker 


The saxophone doesn't feature 
enough in popular music. Tuo 
often, it has become synony- 
mous with the bland doodling* 
oF Kenny G or been buried in 
a hom section used to punctu- 
ate chord changes. Junior Walk- 
er, the American tenor sax 
player, was one or the prime ex- 
ponents of the instrument in all 
its rasping glory. His playing on 
Motown classics like “Shot- 
gun", “(Tin A) Roadrunner" 
and “What Docs It Take (To 
Win Your Love)" as well as For- 
eigner's "Urgent" straddled 
genres and decades and con still 
be heard on Gold stations the 
world over. At various times, he 
worked with partners whose 
musical ratals went all the wav- 
back to the birth of rock n' roll 
itself. 

Bom Autry DeWah II in 
1942 in BlythesvQlc, Arkansas, 
the saxophonist was nicknamed 
Junior by his stepfather, whose 
name w-as Whlker. When he 
turned professional in 1962. he 
took up the stage name of 
Junior Walker while still sign- 
ing his compositions with the 
DeVVhft monicker. 

Walker's honking, hard- 
driving style was heavily influ- 
enced by Earl Bostic, a Lionel 
Hampton sideman and one of 
the early exponents of the R&B 
and jazz crossover genre. In the 
lute Fifties, Wjlkcr met up with 
the guitarist Willie Wood in the 
South Bend area of Indiana and 
formed the band Jumping 
Jacks. In 1961, an over-excited 
fan jumped on stage in Battle 
Creek. Michigan, and shouted 
"These guys are all stars." The 
name stuck and Walker s band 
(also including Vic Thomas on 
keyboards and James Graves on 
drums as well as Woods) 
became the Ail Stars. 

The arranger, writer and pro- 
ducer Johnny Bristol (later to 
have a disco’ hit in 1974 with 
“Hang On In There Baby") 


heard the group in a club and 
brought it to the attention of his 
then partner Harvey Fuqua. 
The former Moonglcws singer 
(he wrote the doo-wop classic 
‘ Sincerely" with Alan Freed, the 
DJ who invented the expression 
“rock 'n' roll") had formed the 
Harvey and Tri-Phi labels and 
moved to Detroit to promote 
the career of Marvin Gaye. Ju- 
nior Walker and the All Stars 
followed him there and three 
sinejes (including the rousing 
“Brainwashcr " and the catchy 
“Twistlackawanna") later, when 
Berry' Gordv look over his fu- 
ture brother-in-law's ailing la- 
bels, they were transferred to 
the Soul imprint and became 
part of the Motown factoiy. 

Detroit was the place to be 
for black musicians in the mid- 
Sixties and Junior Walker was 
keen to join label-males like the 
Temptations, the Four Tops 
and the Supremos in the charts. 
In 1965. while playing a gig in 
Bcmon Harbor. Michigan, he 
spotted two teenagers doing an 
unusual dance they called the 
Shotgun: Walker went back to 
his motel room, penned an in- 
fectious tune he simply called 
“Shotgun" and recorded it as 
soon as he was back in Detroit. 
The track got the thumbs-up at 
one of Berry Gordy's legendary 
playback meetings, came out in 
March and shot" up the R&B 
charts, crossing over to Bill- 
fount's Hot IUO where it even- 
tually reached no 4. selling over 
a million copies. 

Never one to give up on a 
successful trend. Junior came up 
with an impressive series of 
follow-up singles including “Do 
the Boomerang". “Shake and 
Fingerpop". the jazzier “Geo's 
Back" and “Geo’s Mood". Af- 
ter charting in 1966 with an ir- 
resistible cover of Bo DiddJcy's 
“( I'm A) Roadrunner" (a 
British hit three years later) 
Walker changed tack slightly. 


Under the guidance of Johnny 
Bristol, he adapted recent Mo- 
town hits and brought them 
back to the charts in his own 
inimitable and mostly instru- 
mental style: a revival of Mar- 
vin Gaye’s “How Sweet It Is (To 
Be Loved By You)" was fol- 
lowed by versions of Barrett 
Strong’s “Money (That’s What 
I Want)” and the Supremes* 
“Come See About Me”. Junior 
Walker and the All Stars were 
soon becoming Motown ’s an- 
swer to Stax’s Booker T & the 
MGs. 

AD that was to change in 1969 
with the release of the distinc- 
tive “What Does It Thke (lb 
Win Your Love)”, which com- 
bined a bravura performance 
from Walker on vocals and sax- 
ophone. Another million-seller 
and voted Top US Soul Record 
of 1969, this song featured 
an extended intro and solo 
which were to influence the 
work of the j azzman David 
Sanborn, Bruce Springsteen’s 
sideman Clarence Clemons 
and the Rolling Stones guest 
saxophonist Bobby Keyes 
throughout the rest of the 
Seventies. 

It was no doubt with this per- 
formance in mind that the 
British producer Robert “Mutt” 
Lange (Boom town Rats, the 
Cars. Def Leppard) called upon 
the services of Walker when pro- 
ducing Foreigner’s 4 in 1981. 
Walker’s compelling playing 
propelled the band's “Urgent" 
to no 4 and helped the album 
become a best-seller. It also in- 
troduced the saxophonist to a 
whole generation of AOR 
(adult-orientated-rock) fans. 
The Seventies had seen Walk- 
er's style mellow somewhat on 
British hits like “Walk in the 
Night", “Take Me Girl I’m 
Ready" and “’Why Back Home". 
He would even play around with 
Neil Diamond's “Holly Holy" 
and Wings’ “My Love". 



Walken Motown 


Walker, who had become 
something of a senior figure on 
the soul and the cabaret circuit, 
left Motown in 1978 but re- 
turned briefly to the fold five 
years later for Blow the House 
Down, an album which includ- 
ed his own take on Foreigner's 
“Urgent". He was still gigging 
in the Nineties with a line-up of 
the All Stars which included his 
son, Autry DeWalt III, on 
drums. Walker had even taken 
part in a Motown revival pack- 
age tour with the Four 1bps and 


David Dilwyn John 


Darid Dilwyn John was at var- 
ious times Scientific Officer-in- 
Charge of a deep sea research 
vessel in Antarctic waters, tax- 
onomist and curaLor at one of 
the world's largest research in- 
stitutes, the Natural History 
Museum, a major in the Royal 
Artillery and the director of one 
of the most varied national 
museums in Britain, the Na- 
tional Museum of Wales in 
Cardiff. 

Born in the VaJe of Glamor- 
gan. one of Ihe four children of 
a tenant fanner, he was edu- 
cated at Bridgend and at the 
University College of Wales. 
Aberystwyth. He graduated in 
Agriculture, look First Gass ho- 
nours in Zoology and did one 
year's research in Parasitology, 
gaining an MSe in 1925. 

His scientific training first 
led him to the government- 
sponsored Discovery Investi- 
gations. carrying out ocean- 
ographic work of economic 
importance in southern waters. 
He spent three commissions at 
sea, learning his trade during the 
first and acting as Scientific 
Officer-in-Chaigc during the 
other two. During the third, re- 
markable voyage, on RRS Dis- 
covery II in 1931-33, the 
complete circumnavigation of 
the Antarctic continent was at- 
tempted for the first time and 
successfully accomplished. The 
scientists worked on the biolo- 
gy of the whale; Dilwyn John’s 
special interest was in the krill 
- the shrimp-like crustacean eat- 



Dilwyn John: Welsh museums 

cn by w hales. He was awarded 
a Polar Medal in 1941. 

The next stage in his scien- 
tific career was in a very dif- 
ferent environment: he spent 
four years before the Second 
World War and three after as a 
systematist and taxonomist at 
the Natural History Museum in 
London, studying starfish, sea- 
urchins, sea-lilies and sea- 
cucumbers and responsible for 
the important collections of 
these organisms. This work 
provided the base for articles in 
academic and popular jour- 
nals. in the “new" Chambers En- 
cyclopaedia and for a DSc at the 
University of Wiles. 

Having joined the Territori- 
al Army in 1936, he served as a 
regimental officer in Anti- 
Aircraft Command through- 
out the W3r. He was promoted 
Major in 1942 and awarded the 
Territorial Decoration in 1949. 


The change front being a 
Deputy Keeper at South Kens- 
ington to that of Director of the 
National Museum of Wales in 
1948 was, in his own words, “an 
enormous contrast". He ar- 
rived in Cardiff at a time when 
two major schemes became op- 
erational. They involved the 
creation of an open-air exten- 
sion dealing with the tradition- 
al aspects of Welsh life, on a site 
at St Fagans just outside the city 
boundaries; and a museum ser- 
vice to all the secondary schools 
in Wales, organised in collabo- 
ration with the Local Education 
Authorities and their coordi- 
nating committee. Both were pi- 
oneering ventures in a British 
as well as a Welsh context. 

These and other new devel- 
opments, including important 
building projects, flourished 
under Dilwyn John. During his 
period of office, much greater 
use was made of the Welsh lan- 
guage. particularly at St Fagans, 
where the majority of the staff 
were Welsh-speakens first and 
foremost 

The wide-ranging nature of 
his duties inevitably led to in- 
volvement with a number of na- 
tional and regional bodies - 
covering educational, cultural, 
scientific and conservation 
fields. His contributions - in- 
ternal and external - were 
recognised by bis appointment 
as CBE in 1961, the Presiden- 
cy of the Museums Association 
from 1962 to 1963 and the 
award of an honorary LID by 


the University of Stales a year 
after his retirement in 1968. 
During the next 10 years or so 
be was closely associated with 
the work of the University Col- 
lege. Cardiff, and became an 
Honorary Fellow in 1982. 

Dilwyn John had a gentle and 
rather retiring disposition, a 
quiet and somewhat scholarly 
manner with a fine literary and 
artistic sense. He was athbught- 
ful, modest man who also had 
a particularly strong and de- 
termined personality which oc- 
casionally showed signs of 
inflexibility. Thro consistent 
threads throughout his life were 
his very great interest in Eng- 
lish literature, complemented by 
his constant concern for preci- 
sion and exactness in the use of 
words and for elegance and style 
in expression. These interests 
were clearly reflected in his pub- 
lished work in scientific journals 
and his prolific correspondence 
as well as in his public pro- 
nouncements and his everyday 
speech. 

Douglas A. Bassett 


David Dilwyn John, museum 
director bom St Bride’s Major 20 
November 1901; zoologist, Dis- 
covcry Investigations 1925-35; As- 
sistant Keeper in charge of 
Echinoderms, Natural History 
Museum 1935-48, Deputy Keep- 
er 1948; Director, National Mu- 
seum of Wales, Cardiff 1948-68; 
CBE 1961; married 1929 
Marjorie Page (one son, one 
daughter); died 2 October 1995. 
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the Temptations. Jimmy Vivtno, 
who recently opened for Junior 
Walker at Bottom Line in New 
York, summed it all up when he 
declared, ‘There isn't a sax 
player out there who didn’t get 
something from him.” 

Pierre Perrone 


Autry DeWah (Junior Walker), 
saxophonist , singer, bandleader, 
bom BlythesviHe, Arkansas 1942; 
married (11 children); died 
Battle Creek, Michigan 23 
November 1 995. 


Lord OHrieD of Lothbury, 
Governor of the Bank of Eng- 
land 1966-73, died 24 Novem- 
ber, aged 87; Louis MaDe, film 
director, died 23 November, 
aged 63. (Obituaries follow]. 


Professor A. D. Trendall 


A D. Trendall was one of the 
great classical art historians of 
this century. 

He devoted virtually all his 
academic career to the study of 
figure-decorated South Italian 
vases of the 5th to 4th cen turies 
BC. There are at least 20,300 of 
them, and to modern eyes they 
range from the garishl y complex 
and kitsch to the banal from ex- 
quisite draughtsmanship to 
what he fondly called “little 
horrors". But they are suscep- 
tible to close analysis in terms 
of painter hands, which makes 
possible the creation of the 
h is tory of a prolific craft in the 
mai n colonial Greek centres, in 
Campania, Sicily, and espe- 
cially Lucania and Apulia. 
Moreover their decoration in- 
cludes a host of figure scenes of 
mythological events in which 
many scholars have seen dose 
reflections of subjects of the 
contemporary theatre, of 
Athens especially, but which 
also record much that has 
escaped surviving texts. 

Through Trendall 's work this 
great corpus was effectively put 
in order, painters and work- 
shops identified, dates assigned, 
and a basis laid for con ti nu in g 
studies on the various other as- 
pects of antiquity ill umina ted by 
such evidence, which he also 
pursued with enthusiasm. 

His technique of attribution 
was one already perfected by 
JT). (Sir John) Beazlev, work- 
ing on the even more numerous 
Athenian vases of the 6th to 4th 
centuries BC Beazley had more 
than once turned his eyes to the 
South Italian, but it was left to 
Trendall to complete the task 
which called for skills of per- 
ception and visual memory 
commanded by very few ar- 
chaeologists of any generation. 

Both Beazley’s and Tren- 
dall's work demanded a lifetime 
of dedication, decidedly one- 
man projects that could never 
have been effected by a team or 
even machines. The result was 
a series of massive books with 
lists, but also, unlike Beazley's, 
with dose explanations of the 
criteria for identification, and 
rich illustration. And the books 
were followed by a long series 
of Supplements, since this is a 
subject for which new materi- 


al, from excavations (legal and 
otherwise), was constantly 
forthcoming. 

Arthur Dale Trendall was 
born in Auckland. New Zea- 
land, in 1909, and educated at 
Cambridge, where he wasaret- 
taw of Trinity from 1936 to 1940, 
but returned south to the Chair 
in Greek at Svdney University, 
which he held until 1954; and 
thence to Canberra as Master 
of University House in the Aus- 
tralian National University to 
1969. and as its Deputy Vice- 
Chancellor for six y eats. His Iasi 
years were spent as Resident 
Fellow at La Trobe University 
in Melbourne. 

He had a profound effect on 
the development of C la s si cal 
studies in Australia. In his uni- 
versities he was an able ad- 
ministrator and man of affairs: 
the other side to a life of 
dedicated and disciplined schol- 
arship, acknowledged by Fel- 
lowship of many Academies 
world-wide, medals, honorary 
doctorates, and award of Com- 
panionship of Lhe Order of 
Australia and the CMG. 

Such dedication and schol- 
arship. however worthy, may 
sound dry and soul-destroying. 
Dale Trendall carried it all with 
modesty and considerable wit. 
His company and conversation 
shimmered with his delight in 
his work and in the world 
around him. He knew (as aca- 
demics have to) the cheapest 
hotel most convenient for work 
in the Louvre and Bibliotheque 
Nation ale. His knowledge of the 
contents of the cellars of many 
a museum in Italy probably ri- 
valled that of their curators. 

When Hendall was not work- 
ing through mountains of 
proofs he revealed himself as a 
man of deep culture, observer 
of life and raconteur. His almost 
impish delight in work and 
people, and his readiness to sac- 
rifice even comfort to scholar- 
ship. endeared him to everyone, 
not least to students who always 
found him a ready listener. 

He belonged to a generation 
of scholars now almost extinct, 
who valued the truth above 
show. His standards were old- 
fashioned - he always answered 
letters, courteously and at 
length. Tune and again be 



TrendaB: red-fl#ire vases 


would say he was getting tired 
and that the next re-edition or 
Supplement would be the last, 
but still thev came, until failing 
sight and health put art end to 
a career and an achievement 
which can never be outdated, 
nor need to be reworked. 

John Boardmauj 

.Arthur Dale Trendall, classical art 
historian : bom Auckland, New 
Zealand 2S March 1909; Fellow 
Triflin’ College Cambridge 1936- 
40; Librarian, British School at 
Home 1936-38; FSA 1939; Pro- 
fessor of Greek. University of Syd- 
ney 1939-54 (Emeritus), Dean of 
Faculty of Arts 1947-50, Chair- 
man, Professorial Board 1949-50, 
1952, Acting Ttce-Ckancellor 
1953; Master of University 
House, ANU 1954-69. Deputy 
Vice-Chancellor 1958-64. Hon- 
orary Fellow J969; CMG 1961; 
Geddes-Hatrower Professor of 
Greek An and Archaeology, .Ab- 
erdeen University 1966-67; Chair- 
man, Australian Humanities 
Research Council 1957-59; Res- 
ident Fellow, Menzies College, La 
Trobe University 1969-95; AC 
1976: books include Paestan 
Pottery 1936 i Supplement 1952. 
Addenda I960), The Red- 
figured Vases of Lucania, Cam- 
pania and Sicily 1967 ( Supple- 
ments 1 1970. II 1973, m ms), 
Dlustrations of Greek Drama 
(with T.B.L. Webster ) 1971, The 
Red-figured Vases of Apulia 
1978-32 (with A. Cambitoglou; 
Supplements 1 1983. U 1991-92). 
The Red-figured Vases ofPaes- 
tum 1987. Greek Red-figured 
Fish-plates 1987; died Mel- 
bourne . Australia 13 November 
1995. 


Max Lejeune 


c 


I do not know you but I need 
u," These words were spoken 
y de Gaulle to Max Lejeune on 
4’ June 1958. They meant that 
the socialist deputy Lejeune, 
who had served in no less than 
10 governments of the Fourth 
Republic was to be a minister 
in the first government of the 
new regime. Because the army 
had confidence in Lejeune, de 
Gaulle considered making him 
Minister for Algerian Affairs, 
but was dissuaded. Lejeune be- 
came Minister for the Sahara, 
a post he had already held. 

De Gaulle was not dissuad- 
ed in his intention to take Leje- 
une and another minister, Louis 
Jacquinot, with him on his jour- 
ney to Algiers on 6 June. Every- 
one warned him that ministers 
of the Fourth Republic, which 
had allegedly been prepared to 
abandon Algeria, would be 
badly received, even when some 
of the most fervent Alg6rie- 
Frangaise supporters staled that 
Max Lejeune. at least, was 
“irreproachable”. 

The trouble started at Algiers 
airport De Gaulle was received 
by the military leaders and was 
whisked away to the residence 
of the Gouvernement G6n£ral, 
but Lejeune and his ministeri- 


al colleague found that no car 
had been provided for them. 
They were about to be aban- 
doned, but they literally fought 
their way into the remaining of- 
ficial cars. On arriving at the res- 
idence they were locked in a 
small room, and they stayed 
there whilst de Gaulle was mak- 
ing his speech. Several of the 
irate settlers tried to gel to them, 
but eventually an astute gener- 
al was able to free them and 
take them to safety. 

This was not the first dis- 
agreeable experience that Leje- 
une had suffered in Algiers. On 
6 February 1956. as Secretary of 



Lejeune: doyen parliamentarian 


State for War, he accompanied 
his newly elected Prime Minis- 
ter, Guy Mollet, to Algiers. 
This journey was intended to be 
a gesture that would inaugurate 
an attempt to end the war in Al- 
geria. But Mollet and Lejeune 
were forced to abandon their at- 
tempts to lay wreaths at the war 
memorial, as quantities of 
tomatoes and other missiles 
rained down upon them. The 
visit was abandoned. 

Lejeune’s attitude towards 
Algeria was emphatically so- 
cialist. He believed that France 
should cany out a social and ed- 
ucational policy which would 
transform Algerian society. 
Once the effects of this policy 
were seen, then Algerians 
would wish to remain French. 
The Socialist Republic could 
make the bonds between 
France and Algeria unbreak- 
able. 

This view was not shared by 
all his fellow socialists. Nor 
were Lejeune’s actions always 
welcomed. In October 1956 he 
approved of ibe kidnapping of 
Ben Bella and other national- 
ist leaders when their plane, 
travelling between Rabat and 
Tunis, was diverted to Algiers. 
In August 1954 he voted against 


iropcan 
m unity Treaty and was, for a 
time, expelled from the Social- 
ist Party. He was always on the 
Right of the party and moder- 
ately nationalist. He was fully in- 
volved in the Suez operation of 
1956. 

Max Lejeune was the doyen 
of French parliamentarians. 
Elected Deputy for Abbeville in 
1936, he held this position un- 
til 1977, with the exception of 
the Second World War years 
when he was in the Resistance. 
Then from 1977 until his death 
he was Senator for the Somme. 
He was elected mayor of 
Abbeville in 1947 and held that 
position for 40 years. He was a 
close friend of Guy Mollet - the 
mayor of Abbeville saw eye to 
eye with the mayor of Arras, 
and the one-time geography 
teacher from Abbeville was al- 
ways in favour of the one-time 
English teacher from Arras. 
Max Lejeune was a stalwart of 
the Socialist party in its 
pre-Mitterrand days. 

Douglas Johnson 

Max Lejeune, politician: bom 
FksseUes 19 February 1909; mar- 
ried (one son, one daughter); died 
22 November 1995. 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


IN MEMORIAM 

MAXEY: Ales. Died 23 November 
1991, aped 37. Loved and remem- 
bered always. Sarah. 

MAXEY: Aka. L3 February 1954 (o 25 
November 1991. “...Bulelad lo have 
sal under Thunder and ram with you. 
And grateful too For sunlight on the 
garden." MacNeice. Miss yon al- 
ways. Kate. 

Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES & DEATHS I Births. 
Adoptions, Marriages, Deaths. Moao- 
riaJ services, Wedding anniversaries, In 
Memorials » should be sent In writing 
to the Gazette Editor, The Independent. 
1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf. Lon- 
don E14 SDL, telephoned to 0171-293 
2012 (24-hour answering machine 
0171-293 2012) or hued to 0171-293 
2010. and arc charged at £630 a line 
IVAT extra). 


Lectures 

TODAY 

Victoria and Albert Museum: An- 
drew Bolton. “Chinese Religious 
An: temple and worship", 2J0pm- 
Tutc Gallery: Laurence Bradbury. 
“British Artists Abroad”, lpm. 
National Portrait Gallery: Frances 
Holman, “ ‘Enchantments Lately 
Seen’: James GiUiay’s Caricatures of 
the Prince of Wales 1782-1806", 
3pm. 

TOMORROW 

Tate Gallery: Laurence Bradbury. 
“Refined Art, Cucumber and Tea", 
2J0pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Wendy 
Nelson -Cave. “Richard and Maria 
CiKway: Regency artists of taste and 
fashion". 3pm. 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Mr Bev Bevan, rock musi- 
cian. 49; Mr Paul Copley, actor. Si 
Miss Kathryn Crosby, actress, 62; Sir 
John Drummond, writer ami broad- 
caster, 61: Mr Francis Durbridge, au- 
thor and playwright. 83; Mr John 
Edwards, former High Commis- 
sioner to Botswana, 61; Mrs Maria 
Fvfe MP. 57; Sir Cosmo Haskard, lor- 
mer governor of the Falkland Islands, 
79; Miss Daisy Hyams, consultant, 
Tesco pic. 83; Mr Dickie Jeeps, for- 
mer rugby international, 64; Mr 
Alan Keen MP, 58; Mr Charles 
Kennedy MP, 36; Miss Yvonne Ken- 
ny. operatic soprano. 45; Mr Imran 
Khan, cricketer, 43; Dr Mauno 
Korvfcio. former president of Finland, 
72; Dr Elizabeth Lavcrick, electrical 
engineer. 70; Sir Robert McConnell, 
former Social Security Commis- 
sioner, Northern Ireland, 73; Mr Tony 
Mlllson. ambassador to Macedonia, 
44: Mr Ricardo Montalban. actor, 75; 
Sir Fergus Montgomery MP. 68; Mr 
Michael Morris MP, 59; Mr Paul 
Murphy MP, 47; Mr Tory Neaxy, nrg- 
by player, 47; Mr Kerry O’Keeffe, 
cricketer, 46: Lord Richardson of 
Duntis bourne, riuiirman, Morgan 
Stanley International Inc, 80; Mr 
Richard Seifert, architect 85: Mr 
Laurence Shuman. Banking Om- 
budsman. 65; Lord WealberiU, for- 
mer Speaker of the House or 
Commons, 75; Sir Peter Wright, for- 
mer Director. Birmingham Royal 
Ballet, 69. 

TOMORROW: Maj-Gen Sir John 
Acfand, farmer and brewery director, 
67; Professor Margaret Boden, 
philosopher, 59; Mr Paul Burnett, 
disc jockey. 52; Sir Alan Dalton, for- 
mer chairman, Devon and Cornwall 
Development Company. 72: Miss 
Frances Dee. actress. 88; Lord Forte, 
president. Forte, 87; Sir Brian 
Goswcll, deputy senior partner, 
Healey and Baker, 60: Mr Robert 
Goulet, singer and actor, 62; The Earl 
of Gowrie. chairman. Arts Council 


of England, 56; Mr John Selwyn 
Cummer MP, Secretary of State for 
the Environment. 56: Professor Sir 
Harry Hinsley. former Master. St 
John's, Cambridge, 77; The Most Rev 
Richard Holloway, Bishop of Edin- 
burgh and Primus of the Scottish 
Episcopal Church, 62; Mr John 
McVic, rock musician, 50; Lord 
Moore of Lower Marsh, former MP, 
58; Miss Joyce Quin MP, 51: Mr 
Charles Schultz, cartoonist, creator 
of “Peanuts”, 73: Lord Strath cona 
and Mount Royal, president, ftdkfcmd 
Islands Ihtst, 72; Mrs Barbara 
Switzer, assistant general secretary. 
Manufacturing Science Finance, 55; 
Miss Tina liimer, rock singer, 57; Mr 
Keith Vaz MP. 39; Mr Des Walker, 
footballer. 30; Mr Norman West, 
MEP. 60; Mr Peter Wheeler, rugby 
player. 47. 

Anniversaries 

TODAY: Births: Charles Kemble, ac- 
tor and playwright, 1775; Andrew 
Carnegie, industrialist and philan- 
thropist. 1835; Carl Friedrich Benz, 
automobile pioneer. 1844; Leonard 
Sidney Woolf, publisher, 1880. 
Deaths King Herod the Great, 4 BC; 
Prince William, son of Henry I. lost 
at sea in the White Skip 1 120; Edward 
Alleyn, actor and founder or Dulwich 
College, 1626; Dame Lilian Mary 
Bayiis. founder of the Old Vic 
theatre, 1937; Dame Myra Hess, pi- 
anist 1965. On this day: the English 
defeated the Scats at the Battle of 
Solway Moss. 1542; New York was 
evacuated by the British, 1783; the 
Royalty Theatre, Soho, London, 
dosed, 1938; the play The Mousetrap, 
by Agatha Christie, opened in Lon- 
don, 1 952. Tbday is the Feast Day of 
Si McrruriUs of Caesarea and St 
Mo&cs the Martyr. 

TOMORROW: Births: The Rev Dr 
William Derham, natural philoso- 
pher, 1657; Wiliam Cowper. pocL 
1731; Sir Mark Aurcl Stein, archae- 


ologist, 1862; Dr Cyril James Cusack 
actor. 1910. Deaths Isabella L Queen 
of Castile and Aragon, 1504; John 
Loudon McAdam. inventor of the 
tarmac road-surfacing system, 1836; 
Harold Harmsworth, first Viscoant 
Rothermeie. newspaper proprietor, 
1940; Thomas Francis (Tommy) 
Dorsey, bandleader trombonist and 
composer, 1956; Cyril Vernon Con- 
nolly, critic, 1974. On this day: New 
College, Oxford was (bonded by 
William of Wykebam, 1379; the 
Great Storm raged in England, cost- 
ing 8,000 lives, 1703; the first Eddy- 
stone Lighthouse was blown down, 
1703; to commemorate the harvest 
of 1623, the first national Thanks- 
giving Day was held in the United 
Slates, 1 789; India became a feder- 
al republic within the Common- 
wealth, 1949; three tons of gold 
bullion worth £5m were stolen from 
Heathrow. 1983. Tomorrow ‘is the 
Feast Day of St Basclus or Basle. St 
Conrad of Constance. St John 
Berchmans, Si Leonard of Porto 
Maurizio. St Fteler of Alexandria. St 
Silvester Gozzolioi and Si Siricius. 

Appointments 
Mr Justice Buxton, lo be a judge of 
the Employment Appeal Tribunal. 
Mr James Roger Watson and Ms 
Jennifer Carole Whine, to be full-time 
chairmen of Soda! Security Appeal 
Tribunals, Medical Appeal Tribunals, 
Disability Appeal Tribunals and 
Child Support Appeal Tribunals. 
Mr Julian Hugh Gordon Langley 
QC, to be a Justice of the High Couzt. 
Mr WUIan George, to be a circuit 
judge, on the Northern Circuit 


Changing- of the Guard 

TOQAt The HnrtnU drain Mourned Rep- 
ncoi mounti lhe Owen's Life C rusrd ai Done 
Cnrii Ilttffl. TOMORROW: Thr Honwfadil 
Cavalry Mruikii RcpirtClU rtnonts the Oaten 5 
Lite Guard ai Hone Graft Ithm; 7 Ormpanv 
Coidararn Guidt iminb ibe Ooccn'i Ho ini. 
■I Borttacfcan rhtec. 1 1. Vtam. bond proriifcU 
by lhe Giduki Gunh 


An historic decline in papal authority 


This month has seen two events of mega- 
drama for the Roman Catholic Church, 
both directly concerned with the question 
of women priests. In early November a 
woman, Ludmila Javorova, announced she 
bad been secretly ordained as a Catholic 
priest in Communist Czechoslovakia. 
Last Saturday the Vatican announced that 
the prohibition on women priests, ex- 
pressed in the Pope’s letter on the sub- 
ject in May, was infallible. Considering that 
most Catholics will think either one event 
or the other totally ridiculous, perhaps I 
should speak rather of melodrama. 

As a Catholic feminist, what can I make 
of it all? What is the bottom line, I have 
to ask myself, of my attachment to 
women’s priesthood? And what do I 
really believe about infallibility? 

When women arc declared incapable 
of priesthood, I feel deep within my fe- 
male identity something crying out that 
it is being twisted and trampled on. That 
may sound strong language, but if women 
cannot represent Christ, simply because 
they come from the other sex. then how 
can Christ represent women? And so I feel 
my very salvation is at stake. 

On the other hand, when I think that 
somewhere in the world there is a real, liv- 
ing Catholic woman priest, saying mass 
every day, I find that extraordinarily con- 
soling and reconciling. We no longer jusl 
live in hope of women's full and equal 
share in Christ's saving work: we are be- 
ginning already to see the promise fulfilled. 

What do I really believe about infalli- 
bility? If Catholics believe in papal infal- 
libility one might expect them to want such 
an exciting capability to be exercised 
constantly. Truth, truth and more truth. 
Why not? Can it be because they fear Lhe 


The Vatican has announced that 
the Pope’s prohibition on 
women priests is infallible. 
Margaret Hebblethwaite, 
a Catholic feminist, 
finds herself unconvinced. 


fnith n r/J/TO/TM Lhority whatsoever to confer priestly or- 

Tuiin & reason pa- 

J pal formulation of lasL summer. Moreover 

it is the Pope who has ordered the dec- 
laration nf mfallihilitv m Ka ni,kl«h^ 
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laration of infallibility to be published. 

So the Pope has told the Congregation 
to say that what he the Pope said last sum- 
mens something that all the bishops every- 
where have always taught as a dogma of 
faith and is therefore infallible. 

But supposing you don’t agree that they 
have taught that? What they have always 
done, because no one until recently seri- 
ously thought of doing anything other, is 
very different from what they have always 
taught as a dogma of faith. After all, the 
bishop who ordained Ludmila Javorova 
clearly did not hold such a view. 

So what then? Then of course you only 
have the non-infaffible authority of the 
Congregation to say that others have 
taught this matter infallibly. 

Even with these technical reservations, 
the announcement of an infallible doctrine 
should be a world-shattering event. In- 
stead, the event merited no more than an 
in Bnef" paragraph in the Independent 
°° Monday. The mood has changed since 
the 1968 encyclical against birth control, 
Humanae Vitae, despite its much lesser au- 

LhOntv. Then ivnnlo : j 


awful prospect that the Pope, when 
acting “infallibly'’, would make a mistake? 

I believe that Jesus asked his followers 
to carry on bis work, and authoris'd them 
lo act in his name. Any ambassador, any 
representative, acts with the authority of 
someone greater. It makes perfectly good 
sense that the Church acts in the name of 
Christ, and that Christ backs up the de- 
cisions made by the Church. If that is what 
infallibility means, I believe in iL 

At the same time it makes perfect non- 
sense lo claim for human beings attributes 
that can only belong to God, like “al- 
mighty", “all-seeing", “all-knowing", “all- 
loving". No human being can have the sort 
of infallibility that it would be blasphemous 
to attribute to anyone other than God. 

The infallible claims made by this lat- 
est declaration are curiously slipperv. 
There is no claim of an exercise of papa! 
infallibility as such. Rather, the infallibil- 
ity is attributed to the “ordinary, univer- 
sal niagisteriunT- the bishops as a whole. 

But the allegedly infallible doctrine is 
the teaching “that the Church has no au- 


thority Then people met in private hud- 
dles with anxious faces, worrying what the 
implications were For them as Catholics 
“ could not agree with the Pope. 

If in 1995 no one pays much attention 
when Rome bangs its fist and says “This 
is infallible , then what can we conclude? 
We can conclude that we are witnessing 
what may he the biggest decline of papal 
authority m real terms ever seen in his- 
tory. There could be no greater gift to the 
ecumenical movement than thaL 
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Halifax cuts investment rates 

The Halifax Building Society yesterday cut its investment rates 
by 0.25-0.5 per cent! Such a big fall normally heralds a reduc- 
tion in base rates. A spokesman for the Halifax said the move 
reflected the drop in interest rates in the short term money mar- 
kets where the funds are invested. Financial markets expect a 
base rate reduction in the weeks after Tuesday's Budget. The 
short sterling futures market, where traders bet on future in- 
terest rate levels, yesterday signalled base rales at 6.25 per cent 
□ext June, down from the current level of 6.75 per cent. 

Engineering sales ahead 

Turnover in the engineering industries rose by 1.1 per cent in 
the three months to September. Homes sales fell a fraction but 
export sales jumped by 3.1 per cenL But forward orders fell 3.2 
per cent during the same period. The average level of pay set- 
tlements in the three months to October was 3.43 per cent ac- 
cording to the Engineering Employers' Federation. 

Seaboard profits up 

Seeboard, subject of a £1.6bn bid from Central and South West 
Corporation, said pretax profits rose 17 per cent in the six months 
to September, to £39.4m. The company brought forward its re- 
sults so that they would coincide with CSW’s offer document. , 

£6bn spent on cards 

Credit and debit card spending reached nearly £6bn in Octo- 
ber, IS per cent higher than a year earlier. Use of plastic increased 
most in food and drink, according to the Credit Card Research 
Group. 

UBS forecasts 2% house prices rise 

House prices are set to recover slightly by about 2 per cent next 
year after Lhe collapse of the last 12 months, according to a new 
report by UBS, the Swiss banking group, yesterday. But Rob 
Thomas, the report’s author, warned that when the recovery comes 
it will “appear weak and faltering at first". 

French economy slows 

Figures on consumer purchases of manufactured goods confirmed 
the signs of slowdown in the French economy. The 23 per cent 
year-on -year drop and 4.4 per cent monthly declines were the 
biggest for nearly two years. There were no signs of wea kness 
in the trade figures for September. The surplus was FF7.9bn. 

Biotrace fires chief after £1.5m loss 

Bio trace International said it had terminated the contract of em- 
ployment of its chief executive, Brian Leven. The company also 
said it is likely to make a loss for the year of about £l-5m on a 
turnover broadly similar to that of the previous 12 months. 

North West Water 

Our report yesterday which attributed to North West Whter the 
statement that the merger with Norweb had produced savings 
of £70m this year and the need for £100m of provisions to cov- 
er restructuring was incorrect. North West Water has had man- 
agement control of Norweb for just two weeks. The company 
said it would not for some time be able to produce precise fore- 
casts of the potential savings and restructuring provisions. 


MARY FAGAN 
Industrial Correspondent 

Sir Iain Vhl Lance stunned the 
City yesterday with the an- 
nouncement that be will stand 
down from the day-to-day run- 
ning of BT Britain's largest 
teleco mmuni cations company. 
But he will continue on his full 
£480,000 pay. 

Another director who will 
leave in January will continue 
to be paid his annual £430,0000 
nntfi his contract expires in 
August 

BT has embarked on its most 
radical change in almost a 
decade with Sir Iain keeping the 
job of chairman but relin- 
quishing the chief executive's 



Standing down: Sir lain will 
retain his £480,000 salary 

job to Peter Bonfield, the long- 
standing head of I CL computer 
group. Sir Iain denied specula- 
tion that he plans to leave the 
group but said that Mr Bonfield 
would “unequivocally" have 
the lead executive role. 

Michael Hepher, BTs group 
managing director, leaves in 
January but will have his con- 
tract, which expires officially in 
August, honoured. Mr Hepher 
rejected suggestions that he 
leaves because he has not been 
given the top job. He said that 
he told Sir Iain many months 
ago that he was “uncertain 
about his long-term commit- 
ment to BT and to telecoms", 
and that he expected to return 
to the financial services sector 
from whence he came. 

BT also announced the ap- 
pointment of Sir Colin Marshall, 
already a non-executive direc- 
tor, as deputy chairman in suc- 
cession to Pkul Bossonet, who 
is due to retire. 


BIT’S shares climbed off a 
thre-year low, rising 5.5p to 
3 60.5 p. They have dropped 
from a year’s best of 4Z4p in just 
two months. 

Sir Iain said that Lhe He s ton 
to split the top job was made a 
year ago and that the hunt for 
a chief executive started then. 
“I have had a good run at this 
since 1987, but it was always at 
the back of my mind that we 
should get back to the tradi- 
tional mode] of separating the 
roles of chairman and chief ex- 
ecutive. My own belief is that 
you only want those roles com- 
bined in times of major change 
and crisis, such as the move 
from the public to the private 
sector." 

Sir Iain said that he had no 
intention of dropping the role 
of full-time chairman “at the 

E resent time", but added: “I 
ave also made it dear I wiD not 
spend my whole career at BT” 
He rejected the suggestion 
that he should have taken a non- 
executive role, saying: “The 
non-executive chairman is a 
unicorn - an animal that does 
not really exist" 

The announcement of shake- 
up comes within days of the dra- 
matic ousting from rival Cable 
& Wireless of Lord Young of 
Graffham and James Ross, re- 
spectively chairman and chief 
executive. It also coincides with 
a period of deep regulatory 
uncertainty, with BT facing a 
reference to the Monpolies and 
Mergeis Commission if it re- 
fuses to accept new competition 
powers sought by the industry 
regulator, Don Cruickshank. 

Mr Bonfield, who takes up his 
position in January, said that he 
did not anticipate any “knee- 
jerk changes". 

“The company has made 
tremendous changes. As to 
whether there are more things 
to do - I think so, but at this 
stage that is a gut reaction." 

Mr Bonfield will be paid a 
basic salary of £475,000 plus an 
annual bonus of up to 50 per 
cent of that amount and par- 
ticipation in a long-term in- 
centive scheme. 

His appointment is initially on 
a fixed three-year basis, revert- 
ing to a one-year rolling con- 
tract 

Sir Iain will retain his 
£480,000 salary with no bonus 
or incentive entitlement. 



All change: Peter Bonfield becomes chief executive in January Photograph: Geraint Lewis 

Man with the iron will 


Peter BonfielcTs rise to the top 
job at BT come as something of 
a surprise, not least because the 
51-year old businessman has al- 
ways made dear his desire tore- 
turn to the United States, where 
he spent years with Texas In- 
struments, writes Maiy Fagan. 

His accent comes from some- 
where in the mid-Atlantic, 
masking his Hertfordshire 
roots. In his own words, the way 
he speaks “tells you that J am 
not a normal English person. 
My passport is European 
British." 

In his 10 years as chairman 
and chief executive of I CL, the 
UK computer company now 
owned by Fujitsu of Japan, Mr 
Bonfield has gained a reputa- 
tion as a determined and some- 
times ruthless manager. 

His easy-going and bantering 


manner hides what is regarded 
as an iron will when it comes to 
business matters. He admits to 
being sometimes insensitive and 
“ruthlessly persistent" but those 
who know him also regard him 
as scrupulously fair and “very 
straight and open". 

One ICL insider said: “He 
has a deadpan sense of humour. 
He is very charming in a curi- 
ous sort of way." 

Mr Bonfield once claimed 
that much of his approach to life 
started with the strict disci- 
pline imposed by the nuns at his 
convent school. That could be 
one reason why he still looks 
and is extremely fit. He runs 
every day in spite of the heavy 
work schedule. 

The new BT boss is an engi- 
neer who joined Texas Instru- 
ments after graduating from 


Loughborough University. It 
was withTI in Texas that he met 

his love°^!^erican liftMto 
which be is determined to return. 

“My long-term personal goal 
has not changed. I do enjoy the 
States and I do have strong links 
there. If you ask me whether I 
imagine retiring under a palm 
tree than the answer is yes - but 
in the meantime I have to earn 
a living.” he said. 

His arrival at BT has been un- 
der negotiation since spring. 
The new job wfll mean some 
diminution of other roles. Al- 
though he intends to stay on th 
board of ICL, Mr Bonfield must 
new consider his part-time posts, 
including those of non-executive 
director of BICC and Zeneca. 

It is, as he said, “a very big 
job". 


SIMON PfNCOMBE 

Another strand is woven into the 
rich tapestry that is the working 

week of Sir Colin Marshall. BT 
yesterday revealed that the erst- 
while head of British Airways 
will pick up £65,000 a year as its 
new deputy chairman foQowmg 
a boardroom shakeup. 

Unfortunately Sir Cohn was 
not available to comment on his 
latest new- job. He was in Hong 
Kong for a monthly board 
meeting of HSBC, which he is 
paid £19,000 a year to attend, 
dropping in on his way back 
from the Qantas annual meet- 
ing in Australia. 

Since his resignation as chief 
executive of BA earlier this 
month (he remains chairman) 
Sir Colin has moved quickly to 
repair the as yet undisclosed 
damage to his £765,000 salary. 
But there is increasing concern 
that the urbane businessman 
ma y sood have difficulty meet- 
ing all his commitments. Cer- 
tainly BT is reluctant to pin him 
down to normal office hours. 

“His time commitment is 
flexible," said a BT spokesman. 
“But he has specific duties and 
he will chair the remuneration 
and audit commitees." 

As non-executive chairman of 
BA, Sir Colin is expected to de- 
vote half his working week to the 
airline and observers say they 
would be surprised if he was 
paid much less than £450,000.. 

Then he must put in one and 
a half days a week as non-ex- 
ecutive chairman of Inchcape, 
the motor distributor, earning 
£200,000 a year, with inchcape 
sharing his car and chauffeur ex- 
penses with BA. 

The workload looks even 
more daunting next spring 
when Sir Colin takes over as 
deputy president of the Con- 
federation of British Industry. 
Although unpaid, this is a time- 
consuming job. “He will be re- 
quired to attend council 
meetings, comittee meetings, 
eat dinners and make speech- 
es," says a CBI spokesman. 


^ - 


Sir Colin Marshall: concern 
at all his commitments 


Coutts rethink means jobs axe 


NIGEL COPE 

Coutts & Co, the blue-blooded 
private bank where the Queen 
Bolds her account, will announce 
a large number of redundancies 
on Monday as part of a radical 
efficiency drive to improve the 
bank’s performance. It is 
tho ught that several hundred job 
losses could be involved. 

It will be the second time in 
four years that the bank has 
wielded the axe on its once cas- 
setted staff. In 1991 it shed 300 
jobs after the group recorded a 
£15m loss. 

All 1,600 of the bank’s UK 
staff have been told to attend an 


Festival Hall on Monday 
evening. Attendance is compul- 
sory and will see staff converg- 
ing on the arena from the group's 
10 London branches as weO as 
satellite offices in Bath, Birm- 
ingham, Bristol and Cardiff. 

At the meeting, Coutts chief 
executive Herscbel Post w HI 
outline the bank's strategy but 
also discuss the need for a 
leaner and more efficient 
operation. 

Coutts confirmed that a “sus- 
tantial number “ of jobs will go 
over the next one to two years 
but that a final figure had not 
yet been arrived at. 

“The main part of the evening 


bank and how we expand the 
business,” a spokesman said. 

The bank is hoping to achieve 
the cuts via voluntary redun- 
dancies but may have to resort 
to compulsory cuts if not enough 
volunteers come forward. Com- 
menting on the reasons for the 
cutbacks the bank said- “We 
have found that some of our in- 
ternal procedures are in efficient 
and burdensome." 

Coutts said that it is still in- 
tent on growing the business and 
that it is performing well. How- 
ever group profits last year fell 
from £79m to £68m, though the 
UK division performed welL 

One problem is that the mar- 


come increasingly competitive 
in recent years. In addition to 
the old guard of Coutts, Hoare 
& Co, Child & Co and Adam 
& Co, the high street banks sudb 
as Midland and Lloyds have 
been investing heavily in private 
banking businesses. Coutts is 
owned by NatWesi. 

The UK market for private 
banking is growing at around 6 
per cent a year while the gen- 
eral banking market is consid- 
ered as a mature sector. 

Though Coutts has quietly 
been broadening its customer 
base it still requires customers 
to have income of around 
£100,000 year and/or assets of 


Yes, Geest will 
have no bananas 


Amec and McAlpine Virgin breaks with 
await Kvaerner move Norwich Union 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

UK construction groups Amec 
and Alfred McAlpine were last 
nigh t waiting for Norway's 
Kvaerner to break the deadlock 
in the three-way takeover battle. 

Kvaerner, the offshore con- 
struction and shipbuilding 
group, was expected to decide 
early next week whether to 
mount a hostile bid for Amec 
after failing to reach an agreed 
deal on Thursday. 

Amec yesterday raised the 
stakes with a proposed two-for- 
one all-share takeover of 
McAlpine, which valued the tar- 
get at about £KXhn and raised 
the prospect of further much- 
needed rationalisation of the 
construction sector. 

McAlpine said the offer 
could not be valued while 
Amec’s share price was fluctu- 
ating in response to Kvaerner’s 


intentions. "The board of Alfred 
McAlpine will respond to the 
board of Amec when the out- 
come of the discussions be- 
tween Kvaerner and Amec is 
known." 

McAlpine has struggled and 
its shares have significantly un- 
derperformed the market in 
the 1990s. Representatives of 
McAlpine family trusts, which 
control 15 per cent, had called 
on the management to merge 
with a larger contractor. 

Contested takeovers are a 
rarity among Scandinavian 
companies, but the way in which 
Kvaerner swooped on Amec 
shares on Thursday, taking its 
stake to 12 per cent, convinced 
analysts that a hostile bid was 
likely. After the dawn share raid 
Kvaerner approached Amec 

for talks on a takeover worth £1 
a share, an offer that was re- 
jected as grossly undervalued. 


CLIFFORD GERMAN 

Virgin Direct, the telephone- 
based financial company owned 
tty Richard Branson is severing 
its links with Norwich Union 
barely nine months after they set 
up the joint venture. 

Norwich Union is to launch 
its own direct selling operation 
in January, while Virgin has 
formed a new partnership with 
AMP, the Australian insurance 
group which owns Pearl Assur- 
ance. Both Norwich and Virgin 
claimed yesterday that they 
were still on excellent terms de- 
spite the split. 

Norwich Union will continue 
to manage existing Virgin prod- 
ucts, while AMP will inject 
£50m into Virgin's phone-sell- 
ing operation. 

Mr Branson said: “We believe 
customers around the world 
are crying out for the potent mix 


of accessible products and rock 
bottom charges we have per- 
fected over the past year. Col- 
laborating with AMP wfll mean 
we can replicate our success on 
a world-wide basis." 

Norwich Union Direct will 
initially sell motor and house- 
hold insurance, then moving 
into unit trusts and PEPs. 

Analysts were unclear 
yesterday why Norwich and 
Virgin should have cut their ties 
so soon. Alan Richards, life as- 
surance analyst at James Capel, 
said: “It maybe that Virgin had 
big ambitions and Norwich 
Union was not prepared to 
fund them. Maybe Norwich 
Union wanted to learn some- 
thing about brand marketing 
from Virgin." 

Virgin plans to expand its 

product range to include more 
investment funds, portable pen- 
sions and term assurance. 


NIGEL COPE 

Geest, Britain's largest and 
best-known banana importer, 
put its banana business up for 
sale yesterday, signalling the end 
of a 40-year trading link. 

In a flurry of activity. Geest 
issued a statement saying it 
was in discussions to sell the 
business. Hours later, Fyffes, the 
Irish group that is Geest’s main 
UK rival, said it was interested 
in bidding and had formed a 
joint venture with the Windward 
Islands Banana Company to 
make a competing offer. 

The sale is expected to yield 
in excess of £75m. The dal will 
mark the end of Geest’s often 
troubled relationaship with ba- 
nana importing. The business has 
recently been hit by tropical 
storms, disease and hurricanes. 

Geest was originally founded 
by the Dutch van Ge«t family 
in Britain in the 1930s when it 
specialised in Lhe sale of Dutch 
Dower bulbs. 

It began importing bananas 
in 1953 when it was asked by the 
British government to develop 
a commercial banana business. 

It gradually built up a fleet of 
a dozen ships importing fruit 
from the Windward Islands. 
Four year ago it bought a 3,000- 
hectare banana plantation in 
Costa Rica. 

Though the Geest family still 


own a large part of Geest stock 
they no longer have an active 
role in the running of the busi- 
ness and do not sit on the 
board. Leonard van Geest is 
c h air m a n of Uttlewoods, the re- 
tail and football pools group. 

More recently. Geest has 
had a rocky ride due to the 
volatility of the banana business. 
Hurricanes and tropical dis- 
eases have forced it to issue a 
flurry of profits warnings. The 
shares have slumped from 37 lp 
in January 1994 to a low of 107p 
earlier this month. Yesterday 
they jumped 25p to 142p. 

The latest warning on trad- 
ing came earlier this month 
when the company said a ba- 
nana glut and a sharp fall in ba- 
nana prices would mean that 
this year’s profits would be 
“materially below" last year’s 
figure of £12. 8 m. Analysts are 
now forecasting that the com- 
pany will record a £4m loss in 
the year to December after 
£12m of restructuring charges. 

The company blamed a 30 
per cent drop in the price of ba- 
nanas between this October 
and the same month last year. 

Fyffes’s collaboration with 
the Windward banana company 
follows the island’s fears that the 
ale of the Geest business could 
harm the four islands that sup- 
ply the UK with a large part of 
their bananas. 
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Messrs Nice and Nasty go to war with Oftel 


‘Why.eise would BT 
have nailed its colours 
to Labour's mast ... if 
it did not see a 
change of 
government as the 
best way to sort out 
its problems with the 
regulator?' 


T he recnihmenl of Peter Bonfield as chief 
tteaiuve of BT is hard to faulted 

h T KlS*, SUC ^ , ° J n P bnnin « al Ca- 
°° k doubly incornpeiem. Mr 
Bonfield understands in forma rioniechnol- 
gy.ne has run a substantial corporation in 
the international — and fiercely competitive 
- computer business and he knows about 
: marketing. 

Yesterday Mr Bonfield was denying that 
tus systems expertise would lead to big 
chafes at BT, apart from an order to tum 

T,I le 2. !r ' condlti<3riin ^ which he found too 
chilly. But an understanding of the digital 
revolution cannot be a drawback at a com- 
pany facing accelerating technical change. 

. Running the company as chief executive 
is not the most serious challenge he will face. 
The really big issue at BT is the open war- 
fare that has broken out with Don Cruick- 
shank, the telecoms regulator. This will dom- 
inate the company s fortunes over the next 
10 years, since the outcome will affect BTs 
ability to preserve its core business and to 
compete with newcomers in the telecom- 
munications industry. 

Battle fines were drawn on Thursday, 
when Sir Iain said Mr Cmickshank was going 
beyond his regulatory role by siding with 
BT"s competitors and distorting the mar- 
ketplace, turning himself into a competition 
authority. Mr Cruickshank, for his part, 
repeated his long-standing complaint about 
BTs expertise in Getting round the regula- 
tory rules. He is drawing up a new regula- 


tory regime, which if approved, would allow 
him to define anti-compctiiive behaviour 
and order the company to stop it while an 
investigation takes place. 

BTs objections are so vehement that it is 
now a foregone conclusion that, unless Mr 
Cruickshank backs down, the whole issue 
will end up with the Monopolies and Merg- 
ers Commission for adjudication. 

That is bound to be tnc issue on which Mr 
Bonficlds stewardship al BT will he judged. 
He and Sir lain VaDance. who continues for 
the moment as full-time chairman, arc said 
to be as one in their views on Mr Cruick- 
shank and it looks as if they are planning to 
run a double act. The bland Sir lain will be 
cast as Mr Nice and the outspoken Mr Bon- 
field as Mr Nasty, as they attempt to pul the 
boot in to the regulator. 

This is a sad and dangerous situation for 
both sides. Nobody questions the need for 
a regulator to put pressure on BT which is 
still the dominant telecommunications com- 
pany in Britain, after a decade of govern- 
ment encouragement to competitors. 

There have indeed been tremendous 
improvements over that period in customer 
service, and Oftel can take plenty of the 
credit for iL 

But this row could have highly unpre- 
dictable results. Early this year, the City 
probably underestimated Mr Cruickshank’s 
power to cause trouble. The share price fall 
since then suggests this risk has been fully 
taken on board. But whatever happens, it 


would be rash to assume the outcome of the 
row will be to the benefit of BT. 

This is why Sir lain, to be followed soon 
by Mr Bonfield. is straying into deeper polit- 
ical waters. Why else would BT have nailed 
its colours to Labour's mast - in that famous 
deal to cable schools and hospitals 
announced by Tony Blair al the Labour Party 
conference - if it did not see a change of gov- 
ernment as the best way to sort out its prob- 
lems with the regulator? 

Paying handsomely 
for personal service 

B ehind the frock coats, refined accents and 
embossed brochures, private banking is 
a business like any other. Right now it is 
booming. With annual growth rates of 6 per 
cent in the UK, it makes mainstream high 
street banking look slothful. Much of the 
great British public may feci rather poor at 
the moment, out the private bankers will tell 
a different story, of unprecedented wealth 
cascading down from inherited houses, the 
sale of family businesses, the well-publicised 
excesses of share options and the tele- 
phone number salaries of youthful sport and 
media super-stars. 

But the problem is that evety bank wants 
a piece of the action. As the big banks ratio- 
nalise high street branches, so they are open- 
ing up private banking offices. The sizeable 
staff cutbacks at Coutts may, at first sight. 


seem to be inconsistent with this growth, hut 
they fii into the powerful logic of stream- 
lining and efficiency that is driving the 
hanking sector. Even when it comes to pam- 
pering the rich, there is no room for the gen- 
erous bank staffing levels of yesteryear. 

Courts, in particular, has had to adapt. 
But the fact remains that private banking 
today is, in many respects, a bh of a mar- 
keting trick. There are of course the seriously 
rich who, when they don't actually own their 
bank, will deal with the discreet houses of 
Geneva and Zurich. 

But private banking is now being hawked 
around to anyone with liquid assets of 
£75,000 or so. In reality, what the banks, 
which include Midland, Lloyds and Barclays 
as well as the posher names, are offering is 
the sort of personalised service that 15 years 
ago would have been considered standard 
for high street banking. Now, you have to 
pay handsomely for the privilege. Some call 
that progress. 

High time that 
Britain joined Europe 

T be forces of light and darkness are 
again on the march, and just for a 
change Right might win. John Butterfill's par- 
liamentary bill to synchronise Britain's clods 
with its neighbours has a good chance of end- 
ing the current absurdity. The economic logic 
for increasing daylight by an hour during win- 


ter evening (and therefore reduong it in the 

morning) is overwhelming. 

According to the Policy Studies Institute, 
this simple switch to single European time 
would generate £lbn for the tounsl indus- 
try and on £250m off electricity bills. More 
■han £Z00m would be saved in health ser- 
vice costs due to a fall in the number of road 
deaths and injuries, and opportunistic bur- 
glaries which need the coyer of darkness 
vvould be cut. Airlines would be relieved of 
a timetabling nightmare, and business trav- 
eller to the Continent could use that extra 

hour at the negotiating table. 

So what's the problem? Scotland and 
Northern Ireland (and a few Euro-sceptic 
MPS who believe that the world should fall 
into step with Britain). No one can feel any- 
thing but genuine sympathy for those who 
have to work in the dark hours of tbe morn- 
ing especially Scottish farmers. 

But opinion polls show that not ail peo- 
ple in the far-flung reaches are against the 
diange. If the Government is worried about 
alienating certain areas - particularly Scot- 
land - how about allowing them a different 
time zone? Sir AJastair Morton, a man who 
has of course done much to bring Britain 
closer to the Continent, says: “If Northern 
Ireland wishes to remain behind and if 
Britain's Celtic fringe warns to join them, so 
be it.” Other countries in northern Europe 
cope, adapting businesses affected to the 
conditions - using more industrial lighting 
or working flexi-time. Britain can. too. 
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Battle for Forte: Robinson will discuss terms with key shareholder group 

Granada piles on the pressure 


Robinson on Forte 


These assets have 


■ been under-man- 
aged and the compa- 
ny has performed 
poorly, that is clear. 


Forte on Robinson 


JOHN SHEPHERD 
and MATHEW HORSMAN 

Gerry Robinson, chief executive 
of Granada, is to meet with the 
Hon. Hugh Astor, chairman of 
the powerful Forte Council, 
next week, to discuss terms of 
Grenada's £3 Jbo hostile bid for 
the hotels operator. 

The Council holds just 
780,000 shares but 50 per cent 
of all votes, and its view may be 
key to the outcome of Grana- 
da's bid. 

Meanwhile, the official 60-day 
takeover clock started ticking 
yesterday, with the release of the 
formal offer document just two 
days after Granada made its hos- 
tile £3_3bn move against the 
largest hotels group in the UK. 


Analysts said the swift publi- 
cation clearly signalled Grana- 
da’s intent to pile on the 
pressure, giving forte as little 
time as possible to mount 
counter action. Companies can 
wait up to 21 days after making 
a bid before releasing the for- 
mal offer document According 
to that document, Mr Robinson 
sold 270.800 shares in June, 
pocketing £1 ,2m. 

Confidence at Forte remains 
high despite the onslaught by 
Grenada, and there is a grow- 
ing consensus that Forte’s prime 
planks of defence will be a fire- 
sale of assets and an acquisition 
of an international hotels group 
to bolster the Meridien chain it 
bought earlier this year. 

“We are looking at all at the 


options... we ain’t going to be 
short of ideas.” a Forte 
spokesman said. “We don’t 
think the offer document real- 
ly adds anything.” 

The spokesman attacked 
Granada's financial perfor- 
mance. “In the last two years we 
have grown earnings per share 
by 24S per c eat and he’s grown 
Granada’s by 53 per cent" 
Forte’s shares fell 5p to 346p 
yesterday, but still remain above 
the value of the four for one 
share swap and £2325p cash be- 
ing offered by Granada. Shares 
in Granada slipped 2p to 651p, 
making the value of its offer 
worth 328.6p per Forte share. 

Yet more attacks were 
launched by the Granada camp. 
Mr Robinson lambasted Forte’s 


financial record under Sir Roc- 
co Forte, and spelt out in detail 
how he could extract greater 
profits from the hotels. 

“Forte is viewed as being a 
high-class hotel company. It 
isn't It makes most of its mon- 
ey from mid-market hotels and 
motorside restaurants. So it 
makes a lot of sense for Grana- 
da to b e interested. 

“There are many small things 
we can do to create value. 
Something as simple as getting 
Granada’s rentals division to 
supply the television equipment 
for holds.” Mr Robinson added: 
“Branding is very much part of 
our approach. That is why we 
want to develop the Meridien 
chain, and to make two strong 
brands in the mid market.” 



Welsh Water was yesterday giv- 
ing nothing away about its de- 
signs on South Wales 
Electricity, despite recent 
speculation that it had gone 
cool about bidding for its 
neighbour. 

Before speculative trading 
in shares in the National Grid 
started it was thought that 
Welsh Water was considering 
a bid in the region of £10.20 
a share, which would value 
Swalec at about £940m. 

Nevertheless; most analysts 
are expecting the water com- 
pany to make a move, an ex- 
pectation that yesterday 
overshadowed its half-year re- 
sults. A 35 per cent rise in pre- 
tax profits to £80.6m before 
exceptional items was bang in 
line with forecasts. Last year's 
numbers were distorted by 
£285ra in restructuring costs. 

The company seems to have 
coped well during this sum- 
mer’s drought But the extra 
spending on tankers and pip- 
ing to ensure continuity of sup- 
plies to customers cut into 
profits. Operating profits in 
the regulated business dipped 
by £3m to £84.7m, even if 
Welsh Whter at least had a 
publicity coup in being able to 
keep the water flowing. 

The fall in regulated prof- 
its offset a better-than-ex- 
pected performance in the 
unregulated businesses. Op- 
erating profits here were up 
from £3.4m to £3.6 m, on . 
turnover of £263m, against 
£23. lm before. The perfor- 
mance of the engineering busi- 
ness has improved thanks to 
the restructuring, which is al- 
most complete. 'Hie business 
produced operating profits of 
£100,000. against last time's 
£2.8m loss, which included 
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restructuring provisions. 
Group turnover grew by 3.7 
per cent to £2695m, while 
earnings per share soared from 

33p to 57.4p. The dividend, 
3 15 per cent up at 12.6p, was 
in line with expectations. 

Price rises agreed with tbe 
Director General of Water 
Services, effective from the 
start of this financial year, 
means charges to customers 
have been increased above 
the rate of inflation for tbe first 
time in 13 years, albeit onfy 
marginally. Full-year profit 
forecasts are around £l60nx. 
putting the shares at 699 p, 
down 5p. on a prospective 
price/eamings ratio of just 7. 

With a prospective yield of 
only around 3.4 per cent and 
tbe bid for Swalec in the bal- 
ance, investors would be wise 
to hold fire until the picture be- 
comes clearer. 


LCI worth 
a gamble 

Jaded investors put off the bet- 
ting industry by a recent string 
of National Lottery-inspired 
profits warnings should take a 
look at London Clubs In- 
ternational. Since floating on 
the Unlisted Securities Mar- 
ket at 200p last year, the now 
fully-quoted casino operator 
has seen its share price more 
than double. 

Yesterday’s half-way fig- 
ures give some chie as' to why. 
Pre-tax profits jumped by an 
underlying 11 per cent to 
£193m in the six months to 24 
September. 

At that level, they are more 
than the figure for the whole 
of 1994 and over twice the 
profits struck in 1993. 


Unlike more downmarket 
belting operators, LCI is little 
affected by the lottery. Punters 
spend anything from £30 to 
over £1,000 a night at the 
group’s mainly London casi- 
nos, putting them out of reach 
of the average lottery player. 

Its three flagship opera- 
tions, including the Ritz in Pic- 
cadilly and LesAmhassadeins 
off Park Lane, still produce 69 
per cent of LCTs half-year 
profits. 

But the contribution is 10 
percentage points down on last 
year ana the real encourage- 
ment from the latest figures 
comes in the continued 
bounce back from the group’s 
less exalted casinos. 

Tbe Golden Nugget, which 
attracts custom from workers 
in and around London's Chi- 
natown, is now making a “use- 
ful” contribution after sinking 
into loss in 1993. 

Meanwhile, the Palm Beach 
has been turned round by ex- 
tracting more from the 
punters. 

LCI should be able to work 
the same magic at the recent- 
ly-acquired London Park Tbw- 
er Casino, where tbe “win" 
percentage (actually the 
amount lost by customers) 
could be raised from its pre- 
vious level of 14 per cent to 
nearer the group average of 20 
per cent within a year. 

This broadening of the 
earnings base is good news, but 
LCTs profits remain at risk to 
the volatile whims of high- 
rolling punters, which explains 
the relatively low rating of the 
shares. 

Up lp at 410p, they are on 
a forward multiple of 12, as- 
suming full-year profits hit 
£37m this year. Worth holding. 
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Osborne & little ahead in tough trading 

Osborne & Little, the designer and distributor of upmarket wall- 
paper, expects a “satisfactory” outcome to thisyeai despite dif- 
ficult trading conditions. The forecast came as the company 
reported a 12 per cent rise in profits to £1.69m for the six months 
to September. Net cash has risen from £2^4m to £22$7m since 
the year end in March and the interim dividend is being hoisted 
29 per cent to 45p. 

Amberiey buys inks maker for £9.5m 

Amberiey. the speciality minerals and chemicals group, is pay- 
ing £952m for Bousfield Printing Products, a maker and supplier 


, al, ,» ■ rn- '-tmi :- J -» I 


in food packaging, publishing and stationery and Amberiey be- 
lieves Bousfield will fit with its strategy of concentrating On prod- 
ucts with a hi gh service content. The acquisition is to be finan ce d 
by a placing and open offer at 61p a share. Amberiey also an- 
nounced a two-thirds rise in interim profits to £920,000. 


Sir Rocco says Mr Robinson 
knows nothing about the busi- 
ness, and has made his bid two 
years too late. “The closest Mr 
Robinson gels to marketing is 
his big mouth,'’ he said. 

Some analysts also have yet to 
be convinced by Mr Robinson. 
One said: “He has said nothing 
about information technolo- 
gy... You can't run an interna- 
tional hotel booking system, let 
alone compete, without pump- 
ing millions into technology. 

Mr Robinson said that he was 
well aware of the importance of 
IT: “You need sophisticated 
systems not only to track reser- 
vations but to track revenues per 
room and other measures. Yon 
can know everything you need 
instantaneously.” 


1 guess he was reafty 

surprised by ths.1 hear 

he had to come back 
fiom pheasart shooting 
I @»t invited on pheas- 
ant shoots OH the time. 

I just can’t stand the Gerry Robinson 
idea of ckxng it 

1 think it highly unlikely that Rocco would want 
to stay with the company in the event of our 
offer being successful. 

Of course he has taken this badly. He’s upset 
about (L We’ll have to wait until tilings settle 
down a bit 

I've played golf with him a few limes. I like ■ 
hint But this is not a personal thing. ^ 


g He knows nothing 
■ about this busi- 
ness. 

He has no skills to run 
a hotels business. 


is his big mouth. 

Sir Rocco Forte . late in making a bid. 

. ... he is also two 
years too late in making the remarks he has 
made about the company. 

He is not saying anything new about our busi- 
ness Wb’ve restructured tttis business over the 
last three years. There is huge profit im- 
provement available to us. 

The market for trophy properties is improving 
all the time. If we came out two years ago ■ 
it would have been a mistake. . " 


A world class 
business school 
is just around 
the corner 


You don’t have to leave the country to find a world renowned MBA programme. 
London Business School’s nationally and internationally top ranked MBA Programme 
provides a world class management education in a truly international environment, 
attracting participants from 41 countries. The 21 month full time MBA programme begins 
in October each year 

There are, of course, dozens of other options. But when you're making a commitment 
that will be so important to your future, why would you settle for less than the best? 

To help you decide, come to one of our regular information sessions at London 
Business School and around the world. 


November 1995 
27th London 

December 1995 
7th Boston 
11th New York 
12th San Francisco 
13th London 


January 1996 
8th Washington 
9th Chicago 
17th London 
18th Brussels 
31st Frankfurt 


February 1996 
5th Los Angeles 
5th Madrid 


March 1996 
8th Tokyo 
1 1th Hong Kong 
14th London 
14th Singapore 
tbe Jakarta 


May 1996 
16th London 

June 1996 
13th London 


For further information, please attach a business card or write/fax to: MBA Information Officer, 
London Business School, Sussex Place, Regent’s Park, London NW14SA, UK. Telephone: +44(0)171-706 6859. 
Fax: +44(0) 171-724 7875. email: mba-info@ibs.ion.ac.uk Visit our vreb site at: http://www.lbs.Ion.ac.uk/ 
Please send me details on the full-time MBA 


Address: (□ home or □ office! 


Postcode: 


Number of years' work experience Do you bold an undergraduate degree? IN/1 mi 

London Business School exists to advance learning and research in business and management. 


London 
Business 
School 
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taking stock 


FT-SE 100 

3624.0 +21.5 


FT-SE 250 
3942.8 +8.8 


FT-SE 350 
1797.5 +9.2 


SEAQ VOLUME 

685.5m shares, 
33,687 bargains 
Gifts Index 
95.14 +0.13 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


share pries, pence 
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Takeover rumours dominated 
proceedings. At times it 
seemed that the more outra- 
geous the story, the greater the 
impact. 

After Granada's £3.1bn 
swoop on Forte the stock mar- 
ket appears to be receptive to 
the view that anything, well al- 
most anything, is possible on 
the corporate front. 

Already this year has wit- 
nessed a record-breaking run 
of bids and with increasing 
amounts of cash washing 
round the system predators 
have little difficulty raising 
the ammunition for their ad- 
ventures. 

Some stock market men 
barked back to the overheat- 
ed, bid- happy atmosphere in 
the months before the crash of 
1987. “Then anything that 
stirred created bid excitement; 
now it’s almost as feverish', said 
one trader. 

Asda, the superstore group 
revitalised by Archie Norman, 


was the latest takeover star. 
The shares were at one time 
6.75p higher, they closed at 
103Jp, up 5.25p. 

Speculation was under- 
pinned by heavy turnover with 
Seaq putting volume at 42.4 
milli on shares. 

One story was an Argyll 
bid with Mr. Norman running 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 


Stock market reporter 
of the year 


the enlarged Safeway/Asda 
chain. Other rumours dwelt on 


the possibility of Continental 
bids with some even suggest- 
ing Kingfisher, up lOp to534p 
on a well received analysts 
meeting, could be interested. 

It was not, however, all one 
way traffic; an Asda bid for 
Lloyds Chemists, up lOp at 
259p, had some support 

J Sains bury rose 5_5p to 
376p following the death of Is- 
rael Cohen wio held 30 per 
cent of the US group Giant 
Foods. It is thought Sainsbury 
has an option on Mr. Cohen's 
holding. 

With hopes the Budget will 


encourage spending other re- 
tailers were firm. Boots, said 
to be buying Kingfisher’s trou- 
blesome B&Q do-it-yourself 
chain, rose lOp to 588p. 

Allders, the department 
stores group, was 17p higher 
at 196p on a combination of 
Budget and bid hopes. 
Turnover, however was mod- 
est The shares were floated at 
170p two years ago. 

Insurance shares remained 
in the bid spotlight with Legal 


& General 12p higher at 71Sp. 
GRE put on Sp to 258.5p on 


talk that a company seen as a 
possible target could instead 
become a marauder - with 
Standard Chartered, the 
banking group which needs 


UK earnings, the suggested 
victim. Standard, up 23p to 
587p, has, since TSB fell into 
the arms of Lloyds Bank, been 
the most widely tipped bank 
takeover target. Credit Su- 
isse, one of the alleged bidders, 
ruled itself out of the running. 

The FT-SE 100 index rose 
2L5 points to 3,624, spurred by 
bid speculation and more 
records in New York. But 
Vodafone, as US selling re- 
sumed, fell Sp to 217.5 p. 

Builder Alfred McAlpine 
climbed 18p to L59p on the 
AMEC share exchange offer. 
Norwegian group Kvaemer 
has 12 per cent of AMEC, 
down 4p at 95p, and wants to 
bid. The excitement lifted 


Trafalgar House Up to -4p- 
BT gained 5-5p to 360-5p on 
the boardroom shake-up and 
a Robert Fleming Securities 
move from sell to hold. Flem- 
ing, which produced a sell rec- 
ommendation in September 
when the price was 410p, be- 
lieve the management changes 
“could act as a possible 
catalyst". 

Geest, planning to sell its 
banana operation, added 25p 
to 142p. Domino Printing de- 
clined 42p to 392p on a prof- 
it warning and one of the bio 

babes, Biotjace, lost 22p to 64p 

on a warning of losses and the 
departure of chief executive 
Brian Levett. 

The generators were sub- 
dued in reponse to the mo- 
nopolies probe; National 
Power dimmed 14p to 464p 
and PttwerGen 16p to 524p. 

Publisher Dorling Kindere- 
lev edged forward 2p to 530p 
in further response to the Mi- 
crosoft placing at 507p. 


Bnrfbrd. on the last trading 
dav before it spins off the 
Tipcadero in Londons Pic- 
cadilly wns little changed at 
136-5p. The Troc is due to ar- 
rive on AIM on Monday and 
could have an exciting run. 

Its big attraction xs Sega- 
Worid, a joint leisure venture 
being developed with the 
Japanese computer games 
maker. Other SegaWbrld de- 
velopments are planned- Bur- 
ford will be left with a property 
portfolio, 29.5 per cent of 
Trocadero and a big stake in 

a soon-to-be-floated property 
business. , 

Tinsley Robor held at l-6p. 
The packaging group, which 
supplies the music and multi- 
media industries, is due to re- 
port interim figures on 
Monday. Profits could be 
£1 2m (£731,000) and are like- 
ly to be accompanied by an 
* i statement and details 


H Ladbroke. the ha rt- .~1 - 
pressed betting sboppxwjr 
which takes in Hilton Hotels, 
bad a late gallop! br y?... : 

Bass, which also has be«ns 

and hotel interests, was 
moored to be prepanng to- 
strike. Finn this week raw 
Granada bid tor Forte^ Lao- • 

broke jumped lOpto 14Sp' 

with some big lines going ; 
through. The price has 
climbed 20 Jp since Monday, 
Bass rose 7p to 689p. 


lipoeai &U4LCU1CU4 

of an acquisition- The year’s re- 
sults could be £35m (£2. 2m). 


H The JP Jenkins Ofex share 
market, already with more 
than 60 constituents, contto- . 
ues to attract recruits. Latest 
■j gqdHng membership include 
Proginet, dfetribntingUS- 
computer software, hoping to 
raise £500,000 through offer- 
ing shares at 20p, and Radio 
First, a radio investment 
group offering shares at 45p 
through stockbroker Elfis & 
Partners. Dealings in both 
start next month. 
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ppnance of science: John Gallagher - a union player in waiting - passes on his rugby expertise to pupils at Coffees School, in South-east London, where he now teaches 

Gallagher is caught in the crossfire 


W hile leuan Evans and 
his illustrious guests 
celebrated rugby 
union's first testimonial with a 
party to remember in Llanelli 
in midweek, John Gallagher 
made his apologies and left. He 
took a car to Swansea station, 
caught the 330am milk train to 
Paddington and by Sam was 
teaching science to the pupils 
of Colfe's School in South-east 
London. That's what you call 
professionalism. 

Reacquainted with the smell 
of the warpaint and the roar of 
a capacity crowd at Stradey 
Park, it had been an emotion- 
al night for Gallagher. Had 
Evans been an Englishman, 
Gallagher, because of the cur- 
rent intransigence of the RFU 
over the so-called free gangway 
between league and union, 
would not have been able to 
lay. His appearance, alongside 
onah Lomu, in an Interna- 
tional Select XV against Evans's 
British Isles, was his first in 
union for five years and as he 
sat hack on the milky way to 
London he had time to reflect 
on what might have been. 

Eight years ago Gallagher, 
give or take a few subtle dif- 
ferences, like he is white and 
slim, was the Lomu of his day. 


New Zealand had not seen a 
full-back quite like Gallagher. 
His pace and skill gave the All 
Blacks an extra dimension in at- 
tack (he scored four tries 
against Fiji) as they swepL to vic- 
tory in the inaugural World 
Cup. He was the first out and 
out attacking New Zealand 
full-back and how he got there 
was astonishing. 

Born in 

Lewisham and 
educated at St I WBS 3 
Joseph’s Acad- 


Tim Glover meets the former All 
whose rugby league sojourn has 


Zealand's player of the year and 
the following season became in- 
ternational rugby's player of the 
year. When Leeds lured him to 
rugby league with a then world 
record offer of £300,000, their 

liming was 

right. “I’d 
toured Britain 
with the All 
Blacks, stayed 
on an extra 
month and 
when I got 


fairly 


Not even Richard Harris, in 
This Sporting Life , had to put up 
with lhaL 

“I was caned off," Gallagher 
recalls, “and the referee gave a 
knock-on against me. From the 
scrum St Helens scored a tty 
that won the game. Leeds said 
it was the worsL tackle they’d 
ever seen. It was definitely de- 
liberate. The Rugby League 
sent a video of the incident to 
ail the other dubs and the ref- 
erees but nothing happened. 


Black full-back 
left him in limbo 

formance that mattered and 1 
found myself under a lot more 
ihdividuaJ pressure. I had to play 
out of my skin every week to 
keep the critics off my back." 

One of his critics' was the 
coach, Doug 
Laughton. “We 


fore finally retiring earlier this 
year. They were always in fi- 
nancial difficulties. We' had to 
take a 20 per cent pay cuL” Gal- 
lagher’s appliance zo science at 
Leeds Poly stood him in good 
stead. With a wife, Anita, and 
a baby son, Alexander, he has 
a new profession, leaching sci- 
ence and physical education at 
Colfe’s, a private secondary 

school at Lee. 

He coaches the 




emy m Black- large name and 

heath, be had a . . . 

decidedly m »d- rt is inevitable 

esi rugby pedi- , , ■ *•••*-** * •«*» «wuiui 6 

gree: a handful inclt YOU f© 0)1115 hack to New Because they didn’t come down 
ofgamesforOki , ° ° Zealand I sud- hard at the time players thought 

Askeans, Met tO beCOlTie 8 denly felt 

Police and one homesick," 

appearance for mSrKeCl man Gallagher 

London Insh. In said. “All ray 

1984, aged 20, 


he travelled to New Zealand “to 
play a little rugby and have a 
look at the place". The intention 
was to stay for s« months. He 
stayed for six and a half years 
and became a star in the Land 
of the Long While Cloud: from 
singing rugby songs in a Kent 
clubhouse to performing the 
haka in front of 60,000. 

In 1989 he was voted New 


family were 
still in London.” 

He accepted Leeds's “very at- 
tractive offer” and instantly be- 
came a target for any number 
of hard cases up North. Initial- 
ly it went well but in a match 
against St Helens he was cut 
down, neck high ty what was de- 
scribed as a “spear” tackle. It 
looked as if the intent was only 
slightly short of decapitation. 


they could get away with any- 
thing.” 

Gallagher suffered severe 
muscular damage to his neck. 
“I was being considered for the 
GB team for a lest against 
France," Gallagher said, “and 
I came back too soon. I should 
have been out for three months 
but played after 10 days. You al- 
ways think you’re a lot better 
than you actually are. It all back- 
fired. I was a fairly large name 
and it’s inevitable that you're go- 
ing to be a marked man. Before 
it had always been the team per- 


didn't see eye ‘ObViOUSlV if it had under-15s XV 

to eye and he J and has plenty 

didn’t play me WOrKSO OUt 0t of opportunity 

for six , ... , . to keep fit. 

months,” Gal- L00dS Ilf© WOUld Lee » near 
lagher said. A . Lewisham, his 

compensation, flSV© 06611 3 lOt birthplace. The 
apart from the . question now 

income, after SW66l©r DUt I ft* the 31-year 

tax, of around , , , old-Gall agber is 

£30,000 a year hSVe *10 regr©tS has he come foil 

was that he had ° circle - 

time to take a Lewisham 

sports science degree at Leeds 
Polytechnic. Tm fairly philo- 
sophical about what happened,” 

Gallagher said. “Obviously if it 
had worked out at Leeds life 
would have been a lot sweeter 
but I have no regrets. A1 the 
time it felt right-” 

He left Leeds in 1993 and en- 
joyed two seasons with the 
London Crusaders/Broncos be- 


to 

Wellington to Leetfe to Lee -or 
was Llanelli a sign that there is 
another arc in his rugby career? 
“How did I dor he asked. “I 
thoroughly enjoyed it and felt 
pretty good.” He was sharp 
enough to cut off Kenny Logan 
when the Scotland wing was in foil 
flight aDd seemingly untouchable. 

When the International 
Board knocked down the an- 


cient harriers between league 
and union, Dick Best rang Gal- 
lagher and invited him to train 
with Harlequins. However, 
while everybody else has ac- 
cepted the IB’s initiative - 
hence Jonathan Davies’s home- 
coming - England have de- 
ferred it until next season. 

Gallagher - his father, Sean, 
a coroner's officer, was bora in 
Derry, thereby making John 
also eligible for Ireland - has 
submitted the necessary forms 
to the RFU. “They haven't ap- 
parently looked at my case and 
I’ve got no date about resuming 
sol can't give a commitment to 
anybody. It's nonsensical. I 
could play in Wfeles but it's not 
practical My first move is to play 
club rugby, get to the top of that 
structure and see if my form sug- 
gests that I could go further. It 
would be very premature to 
think I could go all the way.” 

For the time being Gallagher 
is eligible for the odd invitation 
- Kent want him to play against 
Hampshire at Blackheath next 
week and to bell with the con- 
sequences - but is resigned to 
spending his Saturdays shep- 
herding Colfe’s juniors, some of 
whom, by the year 2000, might 
be enjoying a professional ca- 
reer in rugby union. 


Deflated divisional search for a place in the game 


lb see what English rugby’s Di- 
visional Championship has 
come to mean, the poignant 
sight of Brian Moore leading 
London against the North at 
Wakefield this afternoon will 
suffice perfectly well. 

It has always been the divi- 
sionals’ problem that they fell 
between two stools, befog nei- 
ther a competition to inspire 
passion and feeling in the man- 
ner of the best of domestic club 
rugby or southern-hemisphere 
provinces nor straightforward 
[rials for the England team. 


QUOTES OF 
THE WEEK 

| ihafe been wstehing Chelsea 
3rn outside the directore’ pox 
ir.3l of the last 33 years s6 
s bafoly goir'g -' 10 WH- 
atthew Waning ori fasten ty 
hetssa chairmen Ken Bates. 

I When he’s prepared -to put 
b«y Wd the dub - or even pay 
r his own tickets - he will be 
tided to hfe opinion, ftenfirtg 
iatidsmtom'Da^ 

| it was a short punch... I did 
rt consider rta sendmgfoff.tif- 

nce.Ray Megson, theteupfr 

dgs BtEngarkfs game agatfist 
xith: Africa, 'who spotted JpeT 

jsreJ^'sattackofiBenO^kei : 

I f fwpe he.wQ] tie able to'txjrt- 
jfrtrate dhthefbotbatt. tt would 
i terrfole ff sometNngcropped: 

> a ppupte of months; before, 
etihamplorehip and the FA 
id to take the job, away ftom 
txSSt Bobby Ctartttfo on En& 

. ... 1 /n.shlee". ’ 


; nn lucky, j ve never 
ihed fcy the'timugfttpf: 
lain, Robb* Smtth on 
the .consumer arid of; 
jer business. .. 

r the match 

-be 



h, qn 

ii^-Batlytwst^ip: 1 
i mg Ldo know: ies-.g*-.. 
the biggest P&rty of; 
fofin McRae 
Britain's tirst^worid 
mpion. : ' - 

.V; Robmcteaa 


So England’s discarded, mast- 
capped hooker returns to the 
London side as captain, one 
might say precisely because the 
England management no longer 
appear to want him no matter 
how ambitious he may still feel. 
Simon Mitchell, on the other 
band, was elevated to the Eng- 
land squad only two days qga but 
has to sit on the London bench 
as Moore's understudy. 

For these two Harlequins, 
there is the additional compli- 
cation of their own in-house ri- 
valry, the Quins rota having 


TODAY 

Football 

GM VMiXHALL CONFERENCE 
Bromsgrova < Baft 

Dover v Stalytorfdc 


consistently worked in 
Mitchell’s favour this season. 
You could even argue that 
Moore’s selection shows he has 
to take any chance be can get 

That said, these would be 
less evident conclusions were 
it not for the change which has 
seen the Divisional Champi- 
onship become an overtly de- 
velopmental competition, 
certainly since the 1991 World 
Cup, and which almost by 
chance has given it a far 
stronger raison d'etre. 

Moore, one presumes, would 


A competition with 
an uncertain future 
seeks a rationale, 
says Steve Bale 

not fit into the developmental 
category and so must be there 
specifically to help London win. 
But if they do, so what? I have 
to confess that the identity of 
last year’s divisional champions 
eluded me until I used a refer- 
ence book as a reminder that it 
was the Midlands, who play the 


South-West at Gloucester today. 

As the Rugby Football Union 
now wishes to kill off this cham- 
pionship but keep the division- 
al sides going by organising 
them from Twickenham to play 
overseas opposition, this season’s 
competition has even less going 
for it than usual, though inter- 
ested parties will wish to know 
that this is the second round of 
fixtures, the Midlands and North 
having won last Sunday. 

Besides, the RFLFs plans 
are the starting-point for an- 
other debate about who in- 


deed should represent Eng- 
land when touring teams are 
among us. Phil de Glanville, the 
Bath captain, is one who wants 
it to be leading club sides: in the 
North, they not only favour 
the divisions but also want the 
RFU to pul divisional teams 
and not clubs into European 
competition. 

Of this there is no chance, but 
as an aside to a fundamental de- 
bate it is instructive to note that 
this afternoon's opponents for 
the Western Samoans are Cam- 
bridge University, a dub side 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


f^QUUNG PREMH&SW 
W Ctidsw * SMtenbani : 


Hadoeafocd v Moroeamtoa __ 

Kettering v Altrincham 

Macclesfield v Fwnboroogjh 
Runcorn v Stevenage — — 


Se^rrfthvshefflddWBcr 


S3 


ermgton 


Spanarts v Gretna: Borehan Wood v Heytm®; 
sJSts: BromKy v Oxford Cay: Bwmn wSamber 
Breus: Cambrels? Ctty v Herwunji Caretettn * 

aranwe: waring 

Awe ciwtwifWiralfM: 

toy V VS ftiny: Eiwey <# a Hon»ood taw 
goueesur vAUereren Town; Haasmwn ivBtaon; 

sey v Staines; ftadcWfe Bonxtfi v Fer tor, Rod- 
Md Town vlWvtogK 

St Mum v Tteme; Softool v Tarworttr; Sud&qr 
Stitt* Urt 

Tn; we«* 5 w * BaMto 

So V water fESterc ite®**** v Bdatt 

tea teter Row » HtfTBBiort Tonffl Cnydon vJdS- 
we Town: HBrnpimvWafe: Stewn WaBwTfrMi 

aeacL DhWore Aelay vH»ta*Tcwn:Ctte 

» Imcc E«a Tin*™* UntBd v Cembwley TtfC 

jgMUy; HartStown v ScuiW Hwatem * 
UMKP & Em Tmg Town V Hanwte; wmm- 


TOWOPSPOoLscaBCX 


« Mencwpaor Cay v Aston Vffla 



6 Jte*K»sOB vTe^s „ 

7 ttatoriffiani f^VtanchestartM.—^ 1 
B Souftatt^ajn v Boffon ' 

BiWeA Ham v tJPtha.. — — — . 

Per*? Pi»)d ac§u*»tan. 


17 imnrmm: v( 

teW»atB«wnwWi*t 

SECOND OmSWN. 
lS^BrantfonJ tf Bnxtftrt 

20 Sdstoi Bwers v StocKport^^..^-; 

21 Bwrtw vWretfwm — 

22 Cliesterfieti v Boumemoutfi 
• 23 HuB vPeaerbarougT 

Z^Otfort IflxJ V &BV9C 


SOVA^rn v 

oar tMiMouL coNrsaENce 

41 Welln 2 V Halifax... 


2SRotheftem v Bristol c«y„™. 

2&9wanaee v Notts County.. — j 

27 Stotatoo v Shrmstiuiy 

28 WnlsaB 

29 '(briTv Barton 


42 WbWngv I ft lrier m toswt 

flaw# SCOTTISH IIMIHM 

43 Celtic v Hearts 
Wberrtan v Rar«w%-_ 

^:MotfwsolvWtek.< 
flSPanl^vRaitii 


S4A»btan V IMngaion 

SS Brscrin * QueaT* PBrii J...;... 

WCrtackxwtoThtttiBvAagB ; 

57C3DwtienbMlhvRaaCduny 

S8 Eesz Sorting v Artmatft ..... 


„• TOMORROW 


t£AtiteTO<9T0mSMM 

B esmi%y titen' u. ;.. 

Chwflorwr 

Ctystal patacevDort^ 

tos«ricn,v.fbri?mouth 
Otthamyr - 


noRfioivtsioM: 

30 Band v iflyron Orient , 
SL Buy v B* 0 fir. 


32 ca mttkto Utri vtorgoav. 

33ChoGter v DejflngEPH 

34 Colchester v MansfiaW . 


msromsxm . 

•- - Mann U«e{ — -1. 

■43-C^tfeboirttvSt JoZsatDM — 

. 4? OtjrSarn^ V Merw .~.» 

48 Sa Mtiron « Harttan 

second ntvKum 


16 SWfiSdjftri-vRefflllng . 
4;&riw.v-MaNBi 


•36 GnanEhwrv futtam 
36-unco® ^vNorthamparu-*^,-*. 

37 Ptarnuth vStetiis’* 

38 Preston v Hartlepool — 


49 As** Montrose — : — w. 

- bo foriW v f 

JBt ■Queen at the South v East B«ir 
S3 Stonhousemutr » 


S3 v Stranraer,.. 


’ &ASUR8 

, Arsen* 

-CNOaaw ifiaoE ratsT dmskm 

, Btrn^tiamy UKSsttr (2S51 

— — - 

SECCW^MVISKM 

estate Y.y*con*e (3;0> 

\3ibs'DCVt90N 

l.fep ettyttVCBttCfrt 12.01 ;; 

8cqiyisftt»CACOUVCUPra«L 

Ab a iiod n > CMgttlaeO J5 — — ; 


and pristine amateurs to boot, 
following on from Oxford on 
Wednesday. 

True, the divisions will then 
in turn have their chance before 
the Twickenham Test on 16 De- 
cember but in die meantime the 
future direction of English rug- 
by is, like it or not, tetter ex- 
pressed by Newcastle, for 
whom the international ex- 
Wasps Rob Andrew, Dean 
Ryan and Nick FOppleweU at 
last make their debut against 
Harrogate today. Pristine pro- 
fessionals, all three. 


ptorelvpi [Prwaunj; Wold Amateur Chan** 
omhip iBnsmfl 

TOMORROW 

Football 

FA UHBRO TROPHY Tb*t«l Round Quattfyfaa: 

■WwpwlAHCvOaj*. 

SOBD BMS LEAGUE OF BIELAND Premier DT- 
v«ob : StemnicH Rovws v s» Patrick's C30i 


RuAy Le^ie 

HegannifS^ IWrttam) 
wfl: Barley v wamngton IS 


- (3.0 inleas slat- 

Batley v WamngRn 13.151: Dwffiury v 
KtateHut»etT*e« v W®n (330); Mt# v 


Sc Helens I3JS); rtmstotv Cartsle 030): (feds 
v Bratftonfc wavran v WMnaa. 

STONES CENIflNARr Hrat DMatace Feutar- 
Ettoe v Whaeteven (3.30). Second DMskm: 
Bramter Doncasar v lagi: HJi KR v Hdt- 

fieW (3 J6): Sawnton v Cftxtoy. 


LEAGUE OF WA1ES: Atari Hod v Nnricwti: Ban- 

axCtiyy Ebtiw Caeraws « Cwmtar CJO); PMtonvRau 
Conwy V ray; hfdywefl v AOeryswyai U3Vr. vEvwstury; 

tarty . 

medoa v Bntor Feny; Ton Rentre vCeitwes Bay. OREKTMUi 

IMlir SUSSEX CMMIY LEAGUE FMDMdOK TownvWBfcn 


krMBesBKtaKmNBwpQriPaBtdveedeteoe; 
tenon vRswft; si nnov Boston; Srraringtw 
; StamM v SWfott woonon v S & 


meteg *Bntcn Feny; Ton 

I HaasocKsvHaUiarnTtawiSoutlHiBkwHoidtam. 


Aoemnon v Bonymaen: Caeipriay v SouOt VUbkb 
teilqo: Cross Kbjs v TanJjy UKt Ltairwan v Dt»>- 
wnt MaeetBgv uanttowy: vamteyntato v ten- 
hpooL 


MILS LEAfiUE Lax PtltWp» Cup: Dw®>6 laWafTS CHAMPIONSHP 



j Arrnttiome VWbre v Denatw Unoatt 

Ainold Town vNortii Vmtot Unted; MhfialdUWl- 
edvHadtoM Man; Be®ToMt vadparTrwre Gooto 
Toon v Hucflnafl Toon Hutom v Rcfcwng Town; 
LAened^ * ShaUd; Matey NWv Qaeshoogmo 
Wtetefe: OraeB AtoBn v ThacMay: Stod ia onOgfl 
PS w Onu» TtMn. 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEASUE I’M M- 


Tam v WaUngton; Taxoon Town vEtnwe; Frame 

• CM Rcmso; Catne Tomiv Keynawm Town; 

* lEwn vFtowsey vate Badwrt IM »Gtes- 


. FncMBK TMe Ul 

me KmMorvBanow. F)ot{»Mon;iw«._. 
VAvvSSpTWrt bad M 
Congann Town v Ntettn Tom Eanmd 
vSAbriflngmHaK 
vUna*i Unmd; ' 


Utri v SaSTiom; (toftST^Sn 
HaB; Road RangNs v Bontwash 


toNMy, Torangan v Ovmwn E . 

vteUtenRa«ffi;addoirivMBDrtemTown;Th«s^ 
wTOMivOetWonUU; aw.l Abner FajmvWne- 
head; Bratagttn » BtecomtoTowr. Vtamteaer 
Tomi * Oort Ibwn: Bated Dron v etmourii Ibm. 

Rugby Union 

(230 unless stated) 


V*S 


'own v Alfroan Town; EMa«ooO Togi 
madimrity BayvNotneiMfl. 

MES LEAGUE Premier Dtotoksc BaF 


Hant^'Rate^vBadwvAWUteKLrxihUnt. 
ed v TOrits- Arnoc R ----- - - 

MX&H 


: tentataa Cols v Vtarttootfi 
i v kwinstfiern Town. 
SUEMUEncstDhtaiOR: 
Blacteoai Rowen v Ttartsd; Boade v Stebnen- 
dafe IMtad; Chaddenon « NanMch Town: 
" tfrtrtpEtourtnvFtomXrls- 


. .. vWesr- 

em Samoa (3A); Lonster v Tmavaal (at Don- 
nytirooW. 

CIS MSUMNCE DMUonal Ctam^onaMd: 

Motthem CWsixt v London Dsifflon C2157 (at 
HfehaflekU; South Weet DMdon v Mtfand U- 
Vacfi (at Souctrdw). 

COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP Midlands Pool 2s 
East Midlands v North MMtands (a Bedtono. 
Northern Qraup: ChesMre vrortsure (tt New 


(el 2j0h First DbWm: Borau0vnuir v Heri- 
at& FP; Ettntmnfi Acads v Wataonans; Gda * 
HaMdcSotngQxmiyvUBtoseiSatoadDt' 
tidME Cum v fcdftwsc; Dundee HSfP v West 
of Scotland: Keiao v Stewart's Mei FP; Se»«rti 
v GhK. Third DMakac Corewrphne v B«- 
m^toSSOwteadstfPteWes: GmnBemouiti v 
Presan Qxto; NiicaidyvMussaftu0t. Fotatfa 
MMara Uftuqdi Whds v W^oarahte: Bias- 
^wSMtdtotn v^*; Gorioriens v Lonthoim; 


ntona w Fefetwm: Soenoe# v Becterhant WAm- 
Uedon v Lions: VMang v Boumemouth; vw*- 
ingam a Winche ster. 

AONAMS BUST PRBMBt: BedfcnJ Town v 
ChekndDrtfcBshopsStortfcnlw Colchester. Buy 
St Ertnonds v tasanch; CamtpfBfp cay v Petei- 
bc»u0tToMX Camtxidfla Urweirty v RndbreJ® 
Atom. 

WOAEKS HAltONAL LEASUE Premier BaF 
smlahtoStervtote^CXtenvBtacinel;K0»- 
Kwn m Doncaster Sutton Canada life rStaj^t. 
FtetDMdoreBtoehBitsvSundertandBadans: 
CsMetbuty vTtojans: Banmdh » Bradted Smth- 
entenk; VHMdedon v CheMtstad. 


HOMES LE fflfc Pw tiBCfDUT M MaU tflr anyEAWaiksvMJtwRpwfc MostfwvBiiscoijtfc NorthBfii Group; ChulunvYutetuu (8t Now 

isZ'igzgzEgssss ^rra-5 aaffl^ssKgsg 


(Man Brtdgportn Town v FC WteveOc Buda ng- 
fnm Town u Otantnem Town; E ne&am Vnrted v 
Mu aea u: HneMayTownateAHtenBndfces- 
ter Unttad v Buy Tow Raridlti* Uiwed v Swut - 
tKtagK Sofihus Borauf® v Bedunrii Unted. 
Swrteni DhMoio Emu & BeMdeio « IWny 
Town; ftsher 93 v AsWort Town; temst 6tot 

v Tonondge Angsts: wajmouih v Ctndarfoid 

^;sssas«. p sss& 

Baheiem » Lsm« B^men# v teeny; EteBfeiy 
vColefBlno; OmMh Towi v Can**. 

SOHD CAJS LEAfiUE OF IRELAND Preniier Di- 
vtoioo: Galway Utd « jaaooe Team (7 Aft 
Raw v Oeny COy >7 


font Cto* Qauoo term End. 

ANSON LEAflUEPiwofer Db 

v StaMiMtol Towrt MMOwe Tten « MBKh Taw) 
Utd: Hatotead Town w Hmrieh A tertesui: Usw- 
estrtl Town y SuMuty Taen Re* Soham Town 
tennis v Ctoeton Town: forme Utd vlMetech 

INTERUNK EXPRESS MUMAND ALLIANCE 
BoUmraSi Michaels* Annta« Botonea SwifB 

vO*s*tei^lVnperd»Wctort0-'‘-'- 

M«0MWylMiefltra«l-e*£ — . -- 

v UMertvafiTowit; SWfttEi Town v HncMsy Aifi- 
lete; StBoenMvSaateiri Town: West Mkftands 


Lancoshn vCumtee (2JL5) lx 
MsKttXMd- Southern Qmap Pool 1: Dorset 
& Wlbi v BmteLwe tai Do te hester)- Poai2:De- 


» v Cattsto C2-0}; Beiv- 
nev Brentwood; BattivLouteoorau* Studerts 
(3.Q);anTW10BmSoBiiR7lAacctefoMC2.15); 
Btochhaathvl^idBOiXt&nUilonPadtvMan- 
cheacw: Chefanhem v attenuate Parte Ctxon- 
m v Ewner (3.0n Havant v Sutnn & Eoaom; 
Hentey v Besnaaote: Kendal v VlAgtorc Leeds 
v Bradford 4 Bet0ey; Leicester v Rugoy O.Q): 
LMTOOiSiHetorsyPiesityi&asTOMeiKLon- 
don Wetsh » Bedford; Met Ponce v Bw^waer 
(3-t»;MoteyvHuBtontonsQJ»;Newcw9teGo& 
! (3^ Ptofo VWBnam i/foSMch; 


HEREWARD SPORTS UNITED COUNTIES 
LEABUE Premtar DhUort Bouro v Weteig- 
bomitfi Tam: Destaouen » Nonfampton 
SpNW HDBMOCA « Kempston: Lone Suduy * 


wonvCofortlshao (M Tonjujy); 

Qoucesrerahim (at Hertiad). Pool a Middle- 
sBsvHanpstwefotOM MeitftareTtetoSl: Sus- 
sex » Kent tZXSl (at Vtbrttetgjl Pbot 4t 
Somerset a Eactem OqutUk (sTetattoh); Sur- 
rey vCotnweS [3 J> let ftc hmond). 

UNDER 31 COUNTY CHAMPIONSHP North- 
ern B m*e Lenceenve U-21 v Curates U-aa 
12.15) (Si D40 WMwntL 
WTER PROVmCML CtMItfNWSHPS; Edas 
» Connacht (qtasihrey); Utoter ir Munster (at 
RawHMi, BedasO- 

HBNBtBtWBLBHIEABUEHretnatolareAtKr. 
aflnvNewfandBKCsnflftvNmvMcEMN^® 
* BncUend: Uanefo » Naatit Swnen w Aber- 
UlNXTrtrM^ vPtnypdda. Second DMUqie 


Nocthatxten v (teucestor 0.06 teneean v VUe 
of lime: (Mey » MHuMC (2.35); Raw** v 


v lichfidd; Sato v Mosrtey (3.0) SheOeid v Ms 
PhBramtaf»:SaotevBunon;SiDurtnd^vLyd- 
ney; HWsafl v Stroud (Z.15); UfoasrJoo (f OnaB 
(2.15); West Htetiepooi v NortkiBnm (3.0). 

Rugb yL eague 

OTGAl TROPHV^hwJ Rotsirfc London 
Bnmces HeBfax (Hertaqiarts RFU. 3-0). 


T GB* AanH (Houndow. 2 j0i 
NASTRO A2ZURRO SOUTH PREWER An 
ctenara y Wort HawHa Cncheewr v Aehtatd; 
(^CotevLeweKHj^Wyt»‘nl>^C»dWW- 
countians New^ v Mefoenhead; Old KingstD- 


BUDWBSar LEAGUE: Oerty Stottn v Man- 
chester Gents (8-0): Newcastle Comets v 
Chester Jets (730); Hemd Royals v Worthing 
Bears (7 JO). 

Ice Hodkey 

BRITISH LEASUE Premier DMakwc Bat- 
togstohe Boon <# Rte Flyers (6 l 30): Men Keynes 
hngs v SteffleW Steetes (&30); NoOt&zm 
Rarthem v CanM Dovfc (6L30); Stou# Jetsv 
Humberside Hawks (&30|. First Dfutetun: 
Brar*nel B«s v Ban^iani BcmCors (6.0); Dun> 
fttas Bonier VHngs v Medway ha (7 aqr. Pbb- 
ley PVates v BtocMbum Kawhs (7.0); Sokhul 
Bewns v teteiborouEh Prates (530): Swindon 
lMdoas v Manchester Sam &3CJS Tekn Tros 
(M unaiyfiMd ftjyala (7J30). 

Other sports 

BADMWTON: Scottish Open (KeMn Hafl, Gfas- 
»»» 

BOMNttWBO super-middto'M&t Otte,Stei* 

CoWns/Dutem, notoer) v Cornelius Can (Mid- 

tDeGttxOD (The Post, Duttn): CDnnmieaMi 
UETiDMeim tUe, Bitty Sdmer (Luton, holder) 
* Date Oodhl Tetleh (Ghanaj (Goresoraok 
Leisure Centre. Da^rYwi)- 
SNOOKSC Royal LAor Assignee UKOam- 


i stated) 

OS INSURANCE UNDER 21 COtMTY CHAM- 
PIONSHIP HeHtiern Croup: Dunam U-21 v 
Nonhurahatand U-21 (at Houmon RFC, 2 J5). 
UN HR-21 COUNTY CHAWlONSIflP South 
West PqH it Doraet & VNU U-21 v BertstWe u- 
21 (at WestOwy. 2.15). Pod 2; Glouce^ershtfe 
V 21 v Down U-21 Mt Lwneyi; Somenet u-21 
v Comwal U-21 rai Weiwetoni. South East Pod 
1: Hamcsnire U-21 v Eastern Coumes U-21 tat 
Harem. 2.15h Maueset U-2i v Kent U-21 let 
Old Merchant Tayumi. Pod 2: Amw U-21 v Su- 
rey U-21 (at AlderthOL 2.15): Sussa* U-21 v Hot- 
fodshiie u -21 (at Ctachester. 2.15. 

CLUB MATCH: London tnah vWteps. 

Hockey 

MBPS NAlKMAL LEAGUE Rnt DhMon: flar- 
(Hd T<prs V Cannodi BounnSe * 4U 0301; 

Houvskw v Canterbury 02.0); ltead>r« v Suu- 
pon I2.0i: Souttvte v CM Lou0aon<ane ;2.0); 
St Atoans y Gukflord (2.0|: Surttton u Harem 
1230); T«Kweon v East Gmstead il30); Tn>- 
mavimonG^nkheroiUO). r 
Beeston v StoAi CJOt Bromley i 

BnxManat vSheffle U [L45t; I 

Ton 0.0): FbBbranb v (Mom Urareraty 12.0): 
F*»rpsraeovCayor Portsmouth (1230c Hteesan 
Uagpes v Doncaster t2.0); Isca v Gloucester Dty 
120); Mon and Mtosr Hfenre* v Oehmonl COf. 

BasketbaR 

BUDWasEH LEAGUE: Sheffield Sharika v 
l eiceaer fodera (6.15): Leoparts v Doncaster 
Patatm&JH. 

7UP TROPHY Quartor-fbia] first to£ Chester 
Jeo v Bfom^tam BuBets (5.0). Second ted 
London Towere v Thames Vaiey T^rs 15.0). 

tea Hockey 

BRITISH LEAGUE Prerater Mvtalon: Durham 
Wasps v No t ti n g ha m Pemrres (530): Humner- 
sida Hurts v MOon Keynes Keite (5.45); Nt» 
canto Htemors » Can*# Dewto 10301; Sheffield 
Steeias v Fife F^ere (6.30). Hret DMdME BlWlgr 
ham Bontteiav Medway Bean 15.15); BbcK&um 
Hawks v BracKnefl Bees (6.01: CheSnsford Ouel- 
taais y Gu/idfom Rentes 16.30: ViarayfieM R of- 
ah * Manchester Storm (6301: Pemraorou*! 
Pirates v DumtrtoB Bader VKsigs (530): Teltoffl 
Tears v Swindon Wittats (5307. 

Other sports 

BAOMMIONSconsh Open (Kebn Hal Gbsgowv. 
SNOOHBt Hoyd Urer Assuranoe UKOwnoonevp 
(Preean). 


sport 

Broncos 
braced 
for hardy 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADF1ELD 

London Broncos bid farewell to 
The Stoop Memorial Ground 
today with a Regal Trophy tie 
against one of the league's 
stronger clubs - but one they 
have already beaten this season. 

The Broncos’ brand of high- 
speed, inventive rugby proved 
too good for Halifax at the same 
ground 10 days ago. They are 
not, however, taking that as a 
form guide for this match. 

“It will be a very different 
proposition - much more in- 
tense,” the Broncos' coach. Gary 
Grienke, said. He has been able 
to pick from a foil-strength 
squad, with the side's token 
Englishman, Ikrara Bull, re- 
turning from a hamstring injury. 

The changes in Halifax’s side 
since their last meeting could be 
more significant, with John 
Bentley, W-iyne Parker. Karl 
Harrison and Paul Moriarty all 
back. 

Bradford Bulls throw in a tri- 
ajlist scrum-half. Craig Robin- 
son, brother of Keighley’s Steve, 
against Leeds at Headmgley to- 
morrow. Robinson, from the 
Dudley Hill amateur dub. has 
played in Bradford's Alliance 
team and impressed the club’s 
assistant coach, Matthew Elliott 
~ in charge this weekend in the 
absence of Brian Smith who is 
at the Super League conference 
in Los Angeles. 

“He has showed enough to 
suggest that he can go out there 
and enjoy himself," Elliott said. 
“If be does that, he will do well" 

Other changes after last Fri- 
day's embarrassment at the 
hands of an 1 1-man St Helens 
see the return of Dave Turpin, 
John Hamer and Karl Fhir- 
bank. Paul Newlove is described 
as “declared medically fit lo 
play" - which still leaves a few 
other possibilities - but Carl 
Hall and Andy Ireland are 
injured. 

Leeds, who have almost as 
much to prove following their 
defeat by Sheffield Eagles, are 
without Jim Fallon and Garry 
Schofield. Paul Cook comes in 
for Fallon, with Graham Hol- 
royd continuing at scrum-half 
and Gary Mercer preferred to 
Mike Korshaw at loose-forward. 

The Leeds coach. Dean Bell, 
will have left his side in little 
doubt about his feelings over last 
week's defeat. “We clicked as a 
unit against Wigan, but since 
them it’s been all downhill." he 
said. “It wouldn't hurt lo re- 
member the feeling from last 
Sunday 5 game, because if that’s 
not enough motivation not to feel 
like that again then nothing is.” 
The holders. Wigan, will be 
the architects of their own fate 
as the first visitors to the 
McAlpine Stadium since it was 
declared the Building of the 
Year. The setting is likely to be 
more impressive than the op- 
position. as Huddersfield, 
whose new coach, Darryl Van 
de Velde, arrives next month, 
are struggling near the foot of 
the First Division and will be 
without the suspended Dean 
Hanger. 


Make or break 
for Smith in 
‘Test 1 rehearsal 

Cricket 


Nasser Hussain plans lo give 
England A a sharp reminder of 
their aims and ambitions before 
today’s start of a three-day match 
against a Patron's XI in Lahore. 

After a week of inactivity fol- 
lowing tbe innings and 43-run 
annihilation of their Pakistan 
counterparts in the first “Test" 
at Multan, the tourists’ captain 
and the manager. John Embu- 
rey, are still deciding the final 
make-up of today's side. 

The Warwickshire wicket- 
keeper, Keith Piper, could be 
rested before a busy end-of-lour 
schedule, and in order to give 
every specialist batsman in the 
squad a chance to slake a claim 
for next week’s second “Test”. 
Hussain said: “We must use the 
next three days to reaily gel our- 
selves ready and focused again.” 

Dominic Ostler and Antho- 
ny McGrath would share wick- 
etkeeping duties if Piper is not 
picked, and would bat only af- 
ter recovering fully from ibeir 
stints behind the stumps. The 
left- arm pace in an Mike Smith 
and the newly arrived s earner 
Tim Munton bowled alongside 
each other in a makeshift net 
session on a concrete pitch yes- 
terday. It was Smith's last 
chance to ease himself back 
from a rib cartilage problem. 

Hussain stressed: “Mike roust 
feel 100 per cent fit after this 
match if he is to stay with us. Ei- 
ther he or Tim will go back 
home following this game.” 

ENGLAND A (possible): hi V MrafifJt. J E R &ti- 
Uan, N Hussain (capu. D P Ostler, a McGrath. 
J C Pooley, C White. 5 D IMal, R Stereo, T A 
Munltm. A M SmrtJ). 
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Pitman consumed by her passions 


FACE 


One of Britain’s most 
successful trainers 
talks to Ian Stafford 


T here are two contrasting sides 
to Jenny Pitman, successful 
racehorse trainer, mother, and 
general thorn in the side of the 
male-dominated Establishment 
that still runs the sport of kings. 

Her public persona is by far the 
better known side of this remark- 
able woman, who will be going for 
her second Hennessy Cognac Gold 
Cup at Newbury this afternoon with 
Superior Finish. 

Described, depending who you 
talk to, as bossy, rude or just down- 
right terrifying, she has never been 
afraid to speak her mind on subjects 
that leave her male peers squirm- 
ing around in embarrassment and 
rage. You can almost hear the re- 
action when she has another pop 
at them. ■‘Thai bloody woman's at 
it again!" 

Jamie Osborne felt the full force 
of the famous Pitman temper when, 
feeling that he pushed one of her 
horses too hard in finishing a race, 
she slapped his face in the winner's 
enclosure in front of a packed rac- 
ing crowd. No wonder, then, that 
when people heard I was paying her 
a visit, the most common remark 
was “Good luck, you'll need it." 

Yet there is another, deeper and 
almost too sensitive side to one of 
the most successful national hunt 
trainers in the business. If ever this 
was underlined then it was at the 
wedding reception of her son Mark, 
which was held in a marquee at the 
famous Pitman home. Weathercock 
House, in Lambourn. 

She took the microphone that 
night and began a well-intentioned 
speech aimed at thanking all the 
owners at the reception who had 
backed her family through thick and 
thin. She tried, three times, to gel 
the words ouL. but in the end gave 
in to her emotions, and had to be 
led back to her seat in tears by 
David Stall, her long-term partner. 
She mocked herself later for the 
spectacle, but her actions spoke 
much louder than any words. 

This mixture of success, single- 
mindedness and vulnerability, judg- 
ing by the proposal she received this 
week, is clearly an attractive cock- 
tail to some. “This 71-year-o!d man 
wrote me a letter asking for my hand 
in marriage." she said gleefully. “My 
vet said I should Lake up the offer. 
For some reason I get a lot of love 
letters, but they're mainly from 
men between 71) and 90 years old. 
I might lake one up and disappear 
to Barbados but it won’t be the 
bloke who sent pictures of himself 
in compromising positions. I usually 
write back, thanking them for their 
support but I ignored him." 

She does not actually have much 
time for people, though, except for 
her dose family and friends who 
have remained loyal to her. A 
poor upbringing on a Leicestershire 



time for people, though, except for 
her dose family and friends who 
have remained loyal to her. A 
poor upbringing on a Leicestershire 
farm, a divorce from the former 
jockey and racing broadcaster 
Richard Pitman, a lough beginning 
in training, hampered by a lack of 
funds, facilities, and a universal re- 
luctance to help out a woman who 
derided to go it alone, all hardened 
both her resolve to succeed, and her 
determination never to show any 
weakness - at least not in public. 

"Oh, believe me, when 1 go rac- 


Jenny Pitman, who hopes to win her second Hennessy Gold Cup with Superior Finish at Newbury today, keeps an eye on proceedings at Windsor races this week 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


I don’t think 
I’ve ever been 


ing. I put on my suit of armour, and falling in. n 
I don't take it off again until I'm supplied by 
safely back home" she said. “That’s terms, 1 wa 
when Til cry if a horse of mine is canvas for 
injured. But never at a course. That problems < 
would only give the men a chance nothing in 
to put it down to being a woman, somebody ; 
It's been a stuffy man's world for the other d 
Loo long, but at last a few women ‘It’s amazi 
are mating their way in the sport's picked hen 
administration and they actually she's aiway 
want to help you out." gerous wh< 

This talk is’ typical of her. When You see, it’ 
Weathercock House lost a sub- Indeed ii 
slant ia I number of horses in 1993, her hopes o 

including 16 re- 

moved by the own- , 

Bill and Shirley I dOn t think 
Robbins, the obitu- ,, . 

aries for her career I've ever been 

were being written. f , _ 

skc reaS them, accepted and I 

heard the talk in , 

the paddock, and dOn t SUppOSe 

rolled up her , 

sleeves. I ever will be' 

"Oh sure, the 

death bells were 

sounding for me two years ago. Pri> National u 
pie were queuing up to ring them, making he 
The country was still recovering train a N3li 
from the recession, and the last tenham Gc 
thing anyone wanted to buy was a year with E 
racehorse. I had a good ticking. It a second Gi 
was like being at the bottom of a to Garrison 
rugby scrum, but what people ished secoi 
didn't realise was that I've been in month latei 
worse situations than that Welsh Narii 

“When I came here 20 years ago VI and Maj 
with the kids, after the divorce, we in the 1993 ( 
had rats running around, the roof er was, a 


falling in, no drains, and hot water 
supplied by boiling pans. In baring 
terms, I was knocked down on the 
canvas for a count of nine. So the 
problems of two years ago were 
nothing in comparison. I think 
somebody summed it up to Dave, 
the other day at the races. He said: 
‘It’s amazing how the Mrs has 
picked herself up. But then again, 
she's always been at her most dan- 
gerous when she’s on the ropes.' 
You see, it’s not in me to quit." 

Indeed it is noL Today she pins 
her hopes on Superior Finish, hopes 

boosted by a good 

, start to the season 

ninK and last year's vic- 

tones in both the 
been Grand National 

and Scottish Na- 
1 and I tionaL courtesy of 
Royal Athlete and 
3 DOSe Willsford. These 

triumphs merely 
I be added to her list of 

big-race successes, 

which include the 
National in 1983 with Corbiere, 
making her the first woman to 
train a National winner, the Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup. the following 
year with Burro ugh Hill Lad, and 
a second Gold Cup in 1991, thanks 
to Garrison Savannah, who also fin- 
ished second in the National a 
month later. Add to this her three 
Welsh Nationals, her King George 
VI and Martell Cups, plus her win 
in the 1993 Grand National that nev- 
er was, and she possesses a 


curriculum vitae which cannot be 
ignored. 

Except it seems, it still is. “I think 
I’m now accepted as a good train- 
er,’’ she said “But when discussions 
take place, about the safety of 
courses, the siting of fences or. in- 
deed, about anything to do with na- 
tional hunt racing. I can't 
remember ever being asked my 
views by anyone in racing. 

“I keep seeing this jockey, or that 
trainer, being asked for opinions by 
various commissions ana boards, 
and they' re all male. I don't think 
I've ever been accepted and I don't 
suppose I ever will be. Maybe it’s 
because I’m not articulate or well- 
educated, and I say what I think . 
Sometimes it doesn’t go down too 
welL" 

You can say that again, lake, for 
example, her view about Peter 
Scudamore, writer, television com- 
mentator and, of course, one of the 
most successful jump jockeys of all 
time. 

“I heard Scudamore on Desert Is- 
land Discs the other week," she said 
“He said that anyone who tries to 
relate psychology to training hors- 
es should realise that it’s a load of 
nonsense. Well, I feel very sad that 
someone could have worked with 
horses for as long as he did could 
still not get the understanding out 
of them!" 

Scudamore’s mistake was to crit- 
icise horses which, in Pitman's 
book, is a cardinal sin. She can take 
or leave people, but never horses. 


and this is why her views may be cm out the n 
seen as forthright, but are never the appoint som 
less always with the horse’s welfare Amischiei 

in mind “Come to thi 

She is so concerned about the feet for the j< 
treatment of racehorses that, fol- from this ga 
lowing on from the televirion doc- ed one of th 
umentary last month. They Shoot She has 
Horses, Don't They?, she is aow call- with raring, 
ing for a radical move in racing. blamed by tl 
“Let’s just say that there are sta- es for not ri 
bles where big improvements are cause the gre 
needed in terms of caring for the They may n> 
horses," she said *Tve had horses three horses < 
returned to me from those stables but we have 

in an appalling 

state. I want to see .... 

random, and unan- All I've ever 

nounced rnspec- 

tions at every stable WBPlteCl tO QO IS 
at least every year. . .... 

-The inspector, be with horses 

appointed by the .... . . 

jockey club, and 1 11 always 

should have a com- ... _ 

outer list of ell the put them fifSt 

horses in the stables 

and see all of them. 

He or she will know about injured match. Whes 
horses, and demand to see them told him I w 
and if necessary, vets’ reports as throw it in hi 
well. If any yard doesn’t come up cause that’s t 
to scratch, then the trainer should do to my hoi 
be cautioned, and if that doesn't Then then 
work, the trainer should be slapped ing. “It's not ! 
hard. terest,” she 

“The sport should stand up and smaller train 
address problems like this, instead immoral to r 
of silting down, as if it’s wearing a es on hard grt 
leaking nappy. The Jockey dub watch these 
should admit this is a problem area, TV and then 


cut out the red wine for lunch, and 
appoint someone to deal with it.” 

A mischievous smile then follows. 
“Come to think about it. I'd be per- 
fect for the job when, or if. I retire 
from this game. I've always want- 
ed one of their tin badges." 

She has other concerns, too, 
with racing. “Trainers are being 
blamed by the clerks of the cours- 
es for not running our horses be- 
cause the ground is too dangerous. 
They may not be happy with just 
three horses entering £4QJ)00 races, 
but we have a moral obligation to 

the horse and to 

the owner’s in- 
ver vestment, and un- 

til they improve 
:o do is course conditions. 

that's the way it’s 

lorses soin g to slay. 

“I was arguing 

Iways with a clerk last 

_ J , year about this. 

1 first and in the end I 

asked him if he 

could lend me a 
match. When he asked me why, I 
told him I wanted to light it and 
throw it in his car’s petrol tank, be- 
cause that's what his course would 
do to my horse." 

Then there is summer jump rac- 
ing. “It's not been in the noise’s in- 
terest,’’ she said. “It may give 
smaller trainers a chance, but it's 
immoral to run big, jumping hors- 
es on hard ground. I get owners who 
watch these summer meetings on 
TV and then tell me how glad they 


are that their horses are out in my 
field. The two summer months of 
rest are when many young horses 
change from boys to men, and by 
busting them up on summer cours- 
es we're not giving them a chance 
to develop. It also means that we 
have a stupid calendar now, where 
nobody knows when the meetings 
are any more." 

Even smaller issues do not escape 
the Pitman eye. “Racecourse offi- 
cials have either got to stop wear- 
ing their fluorescent coats, or move 
from the inride to the outside of the 
course," she said. “Horses go crazy 
when they see those coats. I've writ- 
ten this down for a trainer to use 
in a meeting which, inevitably, I 
haven't been invited to." 

There then follows a knowing 
loot “I do a lot of undercover work 
like that,” which she follows with 
an explanation. “It's all because I'm 
passionate about horses. All I’ve 
ever wanted to do. except for be- 
coming a traveller and roaming the 
countryside with my father in a car- 
avan, is to be with horses, and I’ll 
always put them first." 

’Ey as some might, there seems 
to be no stopping Pitman, and while 
her success on the course contin- 
ues, and with her son and assistant 
trainer. Mark, waiting in the wings 
to take over at Weathercock House, 
the Pitman family looks set to re- 
main in the forefront of national 
hunt racing, for some time yet 

Bad news for the admin men, 
good news for the horses. 


lit 



Council snub Bell plan Warwick 


Skiing 

LIZ SEARL 


A plan to revamp British skiing, 
backed by Martin Bell and Kon- 
rad Bartelski. has failed to per- 
suade the Sports Council to 
reinstate over £100,000 of grants 
to the British Ski Federation. 

Instead the council, which cut 
the BSFs £300,000 grant be- 
cause it was unhappy with recent 
results in competition, has asked 
the BSF to contribute to a 
working group which will look 
into other methods of coaching 
competitive skiing in Britain. 

Before the two sides met last 
week, ihe council was expected 
to confirm that new coaching 
proposals and a restructuring of 
the British junior team would be 
enough to secure the support of 
the council. Instead the chief ex- 
ecutive, Derek Casey, has called 
for further investigation into 


the subject by coaching experts 
and members of the federation. 
Casey will announce a short-term 
decision on funding of the BSF 
on 30 November, but the work- 
ing group is not expected to re- 
port back until February 1996. 

Sceptics within the Sports 
Council do not believe the BSF 
will be able to reach a coaching 
agreement with the four home 
country teams, who w31 be de- 
prived of talent and influence if 
the British junior team reforms 
- as suggested in the BSFs blue- 
print for the future. “I don't think 
they have the necessary support 
of the home countries," a Sports 
Council spokesman said. 

However. Mike Jardine, chief 
executive of the BSF, expressed 
concern that the Sports Coun- 
cil's indecision could actually 
bankrupt the BSF: “Unless we 
sort out the problems in the 
short term there will be no BSF 
left for the long term," he said. 


Collins looks past Carr 


Boxing 


Nigel Benn will be at the ring- 
side as an invited guest at The 
Point in Dublin todav when 
Steve Collins defends his World 
Boxing Organisation champi- 
onship against Cornelius Carr. 
That invitation should fuel spec- 
ulation that Benn and Collins 
will meet next spring in a world 
super-middleweight bout where 
the WBO and World Boxing 
Council titles would be at stake. 

Collins will therefore be care- 
ful not to underestimate Mid- 
dlesbrough's Carr in the second 
defence of the championship he 
took from Chris Eubank in 
March - and retained in Sep- 
tember. Collins earned £1.2m 
for the second Eubank fight and 


should again be in that brack- 
et for tackling the WBC cham- 
pion Benn who, in turn, must 
get past a mandatory defence 
against Thulanc Malinga. of 
South Africa, in late February. 

MTn not going to insult Cor- 
nelius Carr by talking about an 
upcoming fight with Nigel Benn. 
But yes, of course, I have my eye 
on one," Collins said. 

The challenger has not mixed 
in the same kind of company as 
Collins, but has won 25 of his 26 
bouts. “People say I haven't got 
the power to hurt him but they 
haven't seen me training with 
cruiserweights. I’m stronger 
than I've ever been." Carr said. 

With Benn promising to be 
the next slop for Collins. Carr 
is unlikely to stall the Irishman, 
but could take him the distance. 


HYPERION 

1Z30 Harvfing 3-00 Moment Of Glory 3-35 Des- 
tiny Calls 2J0S The Bud Club 235 Robero 305 
Wave HM 335 Tompetoo 

GOING: Good (Goad 10 Finn In places). 

■ Left-hand coarse, run-in of 240 yards. 

■ Raoeeouree to west of city on B4095. Uwre is a regular bus sar- 
vice (corn the railway stations at both Warwick ( I m away) and Learn- 
ing on Spa (over 2m away). ADMISSION: Club £J2 (16 to 
2 l-year-oiris SCI; Taoenalls SS. Course SS. CAR PARK: £3. 

(W1I3SS 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAIS: CeEfaaiedjOOjraal Towwste 
on Saturday. 

LONG-DISTANCE BONNERS: UTcee (£0Ej tas been sent 176 miles 
ty P Bowen from Himforriwest, Dyfed. 

QUINTON NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) 
£5350 added 2m 

1 553-211 l£KH0Wr(R3(I7)(n)M5LMi«j»y4il8 Rtentf 

2 F*UA* AG Faster 8 113 UJftHoty 

3 6 BBt <JUWR 01) Us Bsbsa Wong ID 11 3 EBjme 

4 2 HARD9IG0A) SMefcr4U3. Mftnrtt 

5 05- JACK LEWS (375) Ms JCed 4 11 3 Ttat 

6 03- MR PEBCY033) J G4fcn24 113 Bftwel 


LINGFIELD 


HYPERION 

it s o Neuwest 1230 Shabanaz 1230 Laugh- 
ing Buccaneer 1.20 Labudd 3-55 Mountain 
Dream 225 Field Of Vision 235 Dancing Heart 
3.25 Jaraab 

GOING: Standard. STALLS: grand im - outside: ran - Mdc. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low In sprints. 

■ Equttmck surface; left-hand, sharp course. 

■Course is SE or town on B2028. LmgTicM station adlmns course. 
ADMISSION: Members £ 12, Taocraalls £9; Silver Sing £4. CAR 
PARK: Chib £3; remainder Eree. 


miNKKBBDEBSrUM&GoM— rdUlSSO). Balkans Bom (1.65). 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Opera Buff 1325) won 
hrre on Taesifay. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Sbeemore (1.65) has been sent 270 
MU hr J Bethea Tram MWMMiam W Yartec OraveBa ( I -fiEO. TVora- 
Iran Estate (1-55), PMd OTVMou (C^S). Southern Tl aial nlrw (S5C) 
AToug>r.L25) oenl 270 nnhstgMJohasmnftcmtBdiMaiiLNTiiria. 

11 cnl SOimWVER TOOLS HAfOKMP (CLASS 
D) (Div I) £4,000 added lm (AW) 

1 6-30400 PeOAMCN (HI H GsfeBXtj: 3 9 12 IQJN7 

2 604036 BMSH0T (71) (BF) R Harmon 4 9 10 Dense (7) E 

3 252-31 IBJWE5T (USA) (38) (DJ N Maker 39 10 JStacfc(3)2 

J 464324 0ANCMG LAWYER (74) (C D) B Mental 4 9 7_H Carinas a 

5 0040 IBMADl SUN 062) (BF) M Uahei 3 9 1 RSkeriS 

S 000300 WAWHB&Ktl 03) (D)GLMxre48 12 SWMMA8 

7 1/B0CKX) CUIB0N CALL 094) G Thorw 4 8 8 AWH*n(5)4 

B 651504 »mM(U|jF5BWfcje»4 79 DW&t(3)l 

9 04300-0 SROUVB7(U)BPens67 7 - GMMI 

-B derived - 

MAnm we&rc Ts 76. Rue ftanftap St Otar 7st 

BETTWfc 7-4 HeuaesL 2-1 Bagstat, 6-1 DwrcStt Lawyer, S-l ftcgaaeoB, 

fa KM-B, 12-1 WaMd Bench, 14-1 Rented Sea, 20-1 often 


7 QfP-2 RNML SB (12) Mrs N Macaulay 7113 JMto 

3 06 WtSSH9)MMea#e4U3 filoc 

9 1R0UYM1EA Tisnetd u 3 LHanwy 

ID CP FNRffiU) CHOKE 01) A Nctwm* 4 jo 12 NMm 

- 10 declared - 

BET7W6: 5-2 Le Kbwant 7-2 HarAjg, 4-1 llr Perry, 6-1 Ttnawaa, HM 
BM, lD-lTan«*4 12-1 Rrjan, lfrl Jack Leader, 20-1 often 

1 nni WARWICKSHIRE COLLEGE OF AGRtCUL- 
■^1 TORE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) 
£7,500 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 3V303-F BOLSnmOY (21) CBnadGUll Jl Farad 

2 4113-3 MOM3CTOFGLQKT (9) DGerdcfc 4 13 5 GUptel 

3 3000-20 MEETS! DRUB (7) M WVatcon 6 110 PCMqr(7) 

4 64-0521 C&BATE [7) C Uann 4 10 12 Maredach My (7) 

5 3UV SESMESS) (5BS) Mrs J Ceal 7 10 4 I Kent 

6 0P10&P M9MU£SnR(36) R Mathew 4 10 3 BPowofl 

-6dBdnd- 

BETIMG: 2-1 MomM OTGta* 3-1 CaBate, 7-2 Btf StaOboy. S-l Sesame 
Seed, 7-1 Mster Drum, 10J. HoftriDe Star 

|1 qci TOWBINGMCE CHASE (CLASS D) £5250 
Lrrri added 2m 


1 5-1321 U BONE SETTHl (7) SM*r 5 11 11 CMsHWA 

2 2001-13 DCSTTffCNIS (10) NG33dee5Ull JPoMI 

3 3W PRECIOUS HWOEK (276) PBudwBU 5 Glfapn 

4 POOO-4U SABHL (21) T Georgs 5 11 0 G Upton 

-4dectared- 

BETlfflG: 4-5 Destiny Cate, 8-4 Bone Setter, 6-1 Salmi, 26-1 Fredas 


1990] WILLIAM J TOWNER MEMORIAL SELL- 
l ,LfaW l INS STAKES (CLASS G) (DIV I) £1?00 
added lm 2f (AW) 

1 413116 SHABMHZ (23) {CEf W Mlv 1099 C Refer 3 

2 331034 GMWQUEIBBj 04) fed Small M39S Tim 6 

3 COOOCO- KKTBVS FLKBI (390) Sanon Carte <94 JMbMi 

4 654060 1HEUmEF8aiETtU}Alltare594 R Cm±cne2 

s 34-6210 imiEscNuirfiaPMamaoD » w t 

6 000046 TMTCH0IWI(ROMltt39O I Tee 5 

7 026000 KUV MM8UM (UQ J L Ksns 6 8 13 IKoeak4 

8 060000 MUTBWJue (4) B Pearce 4 813 CLeKborf7)8 

9 30-0060 SABASOMA (72) J W Pajno 4 8 13 9GeM(7)l 

BfcJTWG: 1£4 Stabaoaz, 3-1 Utta Scariet, The UtUa Panel, S-l Ton! 
Chieftain, 8-1 Mary Mad**, 12-1 Sarasooia, 14-1 Brarfque, 20-1 oth- 
ers 

fTo'cnl SCENA NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£3£00 added ZTO 5f (AW) 

1 122020 TTC RBSKT FARMS? (M3) (D) W G A! Timer 9 7 

A L o i t e r (7) 7 

2 064410 BEBff (11) ICO) A laws 9 1 J Tata 10 

3 625054 LAU9HMS BUCGAMBi 07) B Meeter 6 11~R Codnae 9 

4 4300 MPWOTO H (5B) W Mur 8 10. ttadiit 

5 820530 D0NTTHLWB (58) J S Mon S 7 P P Mrcpfiy (5) 1 

6 0053 GOUSEHRCH 07) (BF) WOTomanS 6-Bana ORonaanS 

7 645640 BMCMGJACX 01) J Brt^r80 I Qatar 3 

8 440210 NO 5YMPA3HY (79) (□) G L Moor 7 13 AWfaeiaB(5)2 

9 000060 HDNWrC00NE(19)BReane713 jGBtaMS 

10 543045 MUCH OF FANIRSy (W) C tayet 7 11 NVn4ey(3)4 

- 10 declared - 

BEITWC 7-2 Tbe ftfafcy Fanner. 4-1 GoMiaareJi. I rac ing Tnrmnr, 6- 
1 No Sjwpettq, Beany, 10-1 bnpfeigtoe, Toudi 0( Fantaey, 20-1 slfcen 

|1 on | WILLIAM J TOWNER MEMORIAL SELLING 
| .L^V | STAKES (CLASS G) (DIV I1)£1J00 added 
lm 2f (AW) 

1 030005 ABSOLUTE RUtSM34)(DlJLHBis4 99 

2 208000 GOOD 50 A 02) (C) C AAen 3 9 5 JIAdamS 

3 500600 AHESRE POWBi 03) (CD) J Hfc 9 9 4 -A Bar* 8 

4 002640 KBflfXIIA(USA) 0$ (C) A Moore 6 9 4 CudyMentaS 


4AEI TTUYARD BRIDGE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £6,000 added 3m 2f 

1 4366GP STUMMa STUFF 03) T Gaof^lOll 10 G Upton 

2 6R-3111 HHE (MJP Bourn 8 11 2 MPenett 

3 215UU2 MRNVN93{(218)NG358)fie81012 BPMn9 

4 221-141 Ttffi BUD CUB (21) (D) K Bartey 7 10 U WlfcfMsad 

5 3H20U ANDROS FWNCE (21) Mss A Embmcos 10 10 10 JByan 

6 F 145-12 Ga»WU) 04) (»)*««) Pitman 6108 Rtona 

7 46-R33P SPEOALACaWNT0DCa*»el91fl5 BOOM 

8 ini EQUTY FXAYBI (13) (D) R Cuth 10 ID 5 D Maris 

9 1P52-65 AU0GESFKE01) (D) ANeecond)e9100 JiMam 

-9dadared- 

Mtataun w(£t IQsl Thie harxicap retfd: Ate Geaqjj 9s( 9®. 

BETTW& 9-4 mwe, 1X4 The Bud Ctafc, 7-2 GBpe VUs. 4^ G**r Ptap 
er, 15-21* knadar, 14-1 AadresPriKe, Spedai Account, 18-1 ethere 

5 OCI IHVERSITY OF WARWICK NOVICE HAND- 
ICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £2j600 2m 

1 00-3 R08SW Mrs J Ptmar 411 10 JBfmimt 

2 53A33* 7WE 0 TIMS: 0G8) N A)Wfe6U 10. — Sta(5) 

3 H3F21 AREAn05(952)0Ltoyd8U7 BFaatoa(5) 

4 000061 AMACEn (D) S Melar 6 11 1 MPerratt 

5 3M202 WliSKY (22) R Lee 5 10 12 JBbt 

6 004) STM MA7MGSI n P Cde 5 10 12 BftmeB 

7 OGO SFEBff SNAPS MASK (U)M Wtoan 5 10 11 Jlawence 

8 FTP-0 IMFIBM02) JAHartgA 10 7 CMaWMtXM 

9 PQQI3 OOZIBH 00) J RUBn 6 10 T XGaNe(3) 

10 0165- DORMSTON B0VD (234) T Vfef 5 10 6 SJoyoa>(7) 

11 00-0662 Um£TteiURE0qMa?M3fliesS»«w5IO4 

SopNe MttcM! (5) 


5 6117-400 LABUDD (USA) (31) R In08m 5 9 4 DBWsl 

6 000010- 5AUHMQ WAUER (46^ R AKahunt 7 9 4 SSwdamS 

7 HA40r<42)B Peace 3 90 Dean McKeoao 2 

8 004000 SWTNTORP R3EB (9) J AHa rrc68 13 CAriaow* (5) 4 

B6TTBRS B-«SMulta( MUcr, 7-2 Keq^ta, M AawooePtMar, 7-3 Good 
So F«, UKL LAvdd. Swynfcjnl Ryor, 14-1 ottare 

|1 eel CONFERENCE S1AGMG AUCTION MAID- 
l x ^ q l EN STAKES (CLASS E) £3j000 added 2TO 
lm 2f (AW) 

1 006025 BAIHKMGMr0S)OFherenDaw9O NAdansS 

2 0 BREWER BTHIAH ( 37 ) NQafeni 90 Thee 1 

3 0 CHAINHJN 03) M Johnson 90 IFM«B 

4 flBeMLWMNTJNa«*m90 SSandnlA 

5 000050 HURSmVEHO»l0S)WM»9O BCDdna9 

6 60606 £MS8.VBnH0RN 07) J Bndger 9 0 I«tal0 

7 505 MOUMAMDREAM07)PCae9O ...C totter 12 

8 0 nSSUMnEB)0DNWM«»O I Stack (3) 13 

9 0 SAWMR (22) R Armssong 9 0. JT Price 11 

10 000 SIBIORE(^JBBinel90 X FMoa 4 


12 DP-05 WKff W0FDEH 0^ (BF) M ftadawi 5 102 G Upton 

13 AXKVU NEMOODNAHVE0O}A)\Mot 71O2 LHanejr 

-Udadand- 

BETTK& 2-1 Rdm, 3-1 AMaca, M Nn 0 Tlcea, Vaflaky, 10-1 Oarieai 
14-1 Star Manager , Utile Rndan, 20-1 often 


1 006025 BAIHKMGHr05)DFfereftD8*;9O N Adams 

2 0 BJOGHIER BTOtAH p7) N Grnfwn 9 0 ,T Free 1 

3 0 CHAUmJN 03) M Johnson 90 IFM«B 

4 0ENBML HAVEN TJNa^Rn 90 SSaadnM 

5 000050 HUnKNNEHnM06)WMv9O RCndcnS 

6 60606 £MS8.VBnH0RN 07) J Bndger 9 0 IQ*alO 

7 505 MOUMAMDREAM07)PCae9O ...C totter 12 

8 0 PRESUUnG B> (U) N Wake 90 ) Stack (3) 13 

9 0 SA)fMR02)RAnTfinng9O. IT Price 11 

10 000 SI^IORE $3-1 Battel 90 KFHaa4 

U 05 SmaJNGraiOW(S3)RHarrai90 R Parian 5 

12 5300 SUPARmr(B7)T»90 AUackay8 

13 0000 TMtEtSOFSrorC0qJBoriey9O )1Ma7 

14 5443 THOHHTOWt EST1P E CB)MW wston 9 0 -Dean McKepwn 2 

BETmG: 4-1 Chaawaan, M sraar. 5-1 stated FeOnw. &-1 ihenftnn 
Mate, Montata Dream, 12-1 BridRar E^ftaah, 14-1 often 

o OCI SOUTHRIVER TOOLS HANDICAP (CLASS 
D) (DIV H) £4^000 added lm (AW) 

1 450365 FSTUOUSFU6HT05)<CDSWMi*4 91O — RCWJ m8 

2 150360 GREENWICH AGAM (84} (CO) T AUs 3 9 8 0Toota(7)5 

3 34(500 ndWYN 07) (CO) C C Bsey 5 9 7 CRotlar7 

4 322014 0LDH(X»a7)fq(D)PU9nm(Bel)497 Than 2 

5 460543 Hai) OF WSKJH (23) (C) M Wirttai 59 O-Deec McKaowT 3 

6 230020 WSWi STORM (4HCD) D Fftenii Da* 7 8 9_J Wtaa 6 

7 404404 LOW l£BBB (S) (C) 0 ArtuOnot IQ 8 5 SWMararth4 

8 2&0060 F8PSN0RZ5I (5) (D) K aShoo 6 8 3 NAtal 

-IMaad- 

Ifrnc 5-2 Heu « VMOO, 3-1 Hated Steal 5-1 w 
Cn a n a Hi Agda, law tagaari. 8-1 Xtafeyn, 12-ioftart 


Qj 05I BWLOING SERVICES HANDICAP CHASE 
l (CLASS D) £6^000 added 2m 

1 322030 MR FBJX (28) flJ) J Gfffiad 9 11 10 B Powel 

2 5RTW- NAfflR052)p»PButlw9119 GHeten(3) 

3 212232 Wttaj(7)fD)NWateBU6 RNnaA 

4 133211) WAVE ML 00) (DJP fe&rfi 11 4 MFtarett 

-Adedared- 

BEnwa 04 Mr Fata. 11-4 Ware M, S-l NohMy, M NatUi 

3,351 BONUSPRINT NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) 
1^ 1 (SEMHTNAl) £2^00 added 2m 

1 01 KMGHTSSRDQE SCOT 03) N Battkci^ 4 11 11 

2 BBTTs'cH^K&rie^rT ST 

3 BUSTER 800 Mis J Ptman 5 11 4 S Knott m 

4 0MMIIMUCMam4ll4 AlnmartS 

5 00 MUNMraMOt£045)GaB(teR»4U4JUbH^m 

6 STORM TIGER SMNtar 4 114 .CMaMUIS) 

7 TOMPETOO N Tnskn-DaMes 4 11 4 jjZg 

8 ASHCAUAffrTWM4U)13 

9 POU7DAU75 Us M MoCoui 4 10 13 IftetoaB) 

dodttvd— 

BETTING: 7-4 Toavetno, 04 BnMer Bob, 7-2 KnUrishrideB Soot, 7-1 Stem 

Tl*er. 101 Dante. HH. 14-1 TWrJaha, IfrlStaT 


2J5f CUTTING EDGE HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£4^00 added Gf (AW) 

1 240020 USiaRHEEVeS02)(BF)CBinata310O I Qttn 1 

2 21^ 50 CHQnr (49) (CO) A Mom 3 9 9_ .Catty Marts G 

? 0w * a N B HEARr(17)(OBU«han394._CKBMWim J2 

4 060000 ABNA (2D (Q>) R OStteen 693. 

5 000000 ASHTMA (21) (CO) B Peace 109 2 aa Z , 

6 060060 SRTASKQI(Q(ai) J LHams 792 SsSSml 

7 001004 R0B0 MAGIC 05) (CO) LUcrs^je Hd 38 10 _______ 

f P^GHHABS(7^(CIR J 5XtoS810-Pp n | | to^a^ 

9 443050 UTTIE SABOTEUR 0^ (ft P UJOi 6 8 4 

10 oooooo w«an0N(23)DArtMtm4 8& ZlsiaSS! 

11 000022 MOUEEB (USA) (31) (CD) F^at MKhd 532 

12 002506 PHARAOfS DANCST 07) [TXT) P 0^ 872 ^^-.“ 

13 324506 BtfOOM 05) B3 CteSITan ° 

U 44Q2Q3 SOUTHBa DOMWOW fAg U 3 7 9__N^- ? 

*“■ MSouftan, Dotea- 

IW, taoujeeh. 12-1 F^rcraatTs Dancer, Robo M^c. 14-1 often 

[3^25] SSSmS «^ R ^L CES h anwcap 

L (CLASS E) £3,000 added lm 5f UM) 

1 000311 JARAAB (U) (0 C Ins 4 10 1 sw ™,. 

2 211121 BaBRJKTOaiCfflNViteairtnn 

5 55®0O RA5M (CAN) (79) P H»*«497..._ 

y TOU6DC11J M ****" 3 **- - “ 

9 1U800 ^UGHTDNS TOOMA 09) (CD) W S^T 5 f 6^^ 

10 6040 WHm 0 s)JStemT 37 i~; 

11 02KW SM0Q(M6 00) J Peats 5 7 7 

-UdnlMj- “Wwwi 2 

Miami an agtfit: 79 7tb. Tiue hantfeap SmocUie fig m 










V; 

4 


INDEPENDENT » SATURDAY 25 NOVEMBER 1095 



25 


Brooks holds Better value 


Racing 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 

The most interesting racing 
event of debate this week has 
not been the Hcnnessy Gold 
Cup. The contest that has at- 
tracted the most comment has 
been the nice within a race: the 
jockeys’ scrabble, won by Mark 
Dwyer, to claim the mount on 
this afternoon’s short-priced 
favourite, One Man- 

Such is the grey’s perceived 
hegemony that the principal dif- 
ficulty was not coasidered get- 
ting him round Newbury, but 
rather getting the seat on his 
back m the first place. 

Two races provide the expla- 
nation for this atmosphere. 
Firstly, One Man was an outra- 
geously easy winner of this cus- 
tomarily competitive race 12 
months, and he was no less im- 
pressive when skipping away 
from his field at Ayr on his sea- 
sonal reappearance. The two 
races in between would provide 
rather Jess fragrance for One 


Man supporters, however. Last 
Christmas, he severed the con- 
nection with Tony Dobbin at 
Wetheity and then, at Kempton. 
hit the ground as hard as a para- 
chutist suffering a malfunction. 

Gordon Richards, the seven- 
year-old’s trainer, has reported 
that his charge has subsequently 
jumped 60 fences at home with- 
out a semblance of error. That 
provides cornfcwting rather than 
compelling evidence (rather 
Kke walking along a plank in the 
back garden in preparation for 
crossing a chasm on the same 
piece of wood). 

One Man, it must be said, has 
been beaten only once in nine 
completed chases, and if he wins 
here he will immediately step 
aboard the upward escalator to 
greatness, as Aritlc is the only 
other horse to capture consec- 
utive Henuessys. 

But the facts that his jump- 
ing will be thoroughly examined 
and that he is 24!b higher in the 
handicap than 12 months ago 
mean he is poor value at 6-4. 

The grey does at least match 


part of the winner* s photofi t for 
the race, which, for the last 1(1 
years, has gone to an improv- 
ing. relatively young horse. In 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Couldnt Be Better 
(Newbury 2^5) 

NB: Morceti 
(Newcastle 2.40} 

that decade, the oldest winner 
has been nine, while no 
favourite has been victorious. 


This profile rules out the oth- 
er previous winners, Chaiam 
and Cogent, but highlights the 
prospects of one of Charlie 
Brooks’s two runners, Couldnt 
Be Belter. 

The eishl-year-old has had 
his problems - he formerly 
had the breathing of an old min- 
er and once broke a blood ves- 
sel - but all that looked distant 
history when he scampered in 
at Haydock on his seasonal 
reappearance. According to his 
trainer, the present condition of 


HENNESSY 10-YEAR-TALE 


rata <* 


1965 88 87 

, F ' P . 4 


90 91 83 93 M 

4 WP 2 3 7 


21 


%4nMrapte«itebdttiM;-3 2 2 

SartBhBfcM . J13-2 6-1 -6-1 18 1 S- l 5-1 10-1481 10-1 4 1 
- . 9 9' . _9_ _ 9 6 7 7 7 9_6 

: ioo los io a loo loc no ins 100 101 too 


Prom or hate to 81 epfca: rw vo ui t te -£10.00. Sacred Favourftee 4 £15.00 
Shonrat -priced vriaoef: One Mao 4-1 {19941 


treaee^pciccdwinre rs axnn Attofry 481 ( 1902 J . 

Tap tmfaer. M Pipe Stranrfe Of Odd [1988 ) , Ovaam <1991) 


Tap locker: P S catian v u to-Stmtvfr; pi COM fl98S). Qtatom 11991) 


tar. F = Mac p « putodrup: PIP * jotnt-faroufifcs erted-up; J = JoW-tarourto 


COULDNT BE BETTER (nap 
2.25) is mirrored in his name. 

It should, though, be a grey's 
day at Newcastle, where 
Britain's other well-known race- 
horse of that hue, Morcefi (next 
best 2.40). competes in the 
Fighting Fifth Hurdle. Howard 
Johnson's gelding, who took a 
heavy tumble over fences at As- 
cot last Saturday, is sympa- 
thetically handicapped over the 
smaller obstacles and should be 
too robust for Absalom's Lady. 

Richard Dunwoody misses 
the competition in Britain as be 
travels to Ireland to partner 
Merry Gale in a particularly in- 
teresting Punch eslown Chase. 
Over a trip of two and a half 
miles. Jim Direaper’s gelding has 
prospects of reversing form 
with his recent conqueror, Kla- 
iron Davis, but there is anoth- 
er consideration in Buck 
Rogers, who launches into the 
fray with a defeat of another 
Irish hero, Strang Platinum, 
under his belt. 

In the early hours of tomor- 
row, Pure Grain participates in 



Dwyer: scrabble winner 


River runs in Rome 


Clues to the Champion Hurdle 
are as Ekdy to be found in Rome 
as at Newcastle or Newbury this 
weekend when River North 
lakes part in the Premio Roma 
Veccma on Sunday. Trained by 
Lady Hemes, the gelding has yet 
to jump a hurdle in public but 
has the task of wresting the hur- 
dling championship from an- 
other smart Flat performer, 
Alderbrook, as his target. 

The Kevin Darley-ridden 
five-year-old is one of five 
British runners in the Group 
Three event, with the contingent 


completed by Asterita (ridden 
by Gary Outer), Chief Bee 
(Willie Carson), Kristal’s Para- 
dide (Giovanni Forte) and Sax- 
on Maid (Lanfranco Dettori). 

The Queen’s Sharp Prod, 
trained by Lord Huntingdon 
and ridden by Olivier Peslier, 
thwarted the Mark Johnston- 
trained Branston Abby, under 
Jason Weaver, to spearhead a 
British one-two in the Listed 
Prix Conlessina at Evry yester- 
day. The Royal runner made vir- 
tually all to beat last year’s 
winner by a nose. 


NEWBURY 

1.15: The juvenile dass of 1994-95, 
which has failed lo make the grade 
so far this season, .sends out its two 
most distinguished pupils in tSssair 
and Slompin, but bout have disap- 
pointed since their big wins at Chel- 
tenham and Liverpool. Scamptn 
wil) be suited by good going but 
prefers a tighter back. FOURTH IN 
LINE, %ht)y raced /ora seven-yea r- 
o Id, won first time out last term. He 
scored emphatically in January and 
should signal further progress here. 

COD 

1.56: The veteran Simpson, third in 
the Slayers' Hurdle at Cheltenham 
1 last March, has the best form of the 
established performers, but bis sta- 
ble is out of winning form, as it was 
this time last year. Jibber The Kite 


HYPERION’S 

I 



ber made an impressive return at 
Chepstow, in the event used by He- 
bridean as a stepping stone lo suc- 
cess here 12 months ago. Jenny 
Pitman’s six-year-old could be im- 
proving rapidly enough to come off 
best again bur CONQUERING 
LEADER 121b better off for two 
lengths (Silver Wedge held), is also 
on the upgrade and should keep 
pace with him on this occasion. 


ZJS: ONE MAN returned with suf- 
ficient authority at Ayr to scare off 
Jodami (Cogent held) and bolds the 
mast straightforward chance. He has 
yet to prove he has improved 241b 
since last year's victory, but may not 
need to in a le£ competitive renewal, 
where then: arc question marks 
about most. At the top of the hand- 
icap Moasieu' Le Cure will want fcs 
fitness, while Young Hustler has to 
cany 12st for the second rime in sev- 
en days, in a tougher grade. Cotrid- 
nt Be Better won a poor contest at 
Haydock from Chatara. whose Nun- 
den have stopped him in the straight 
here more than once (.Superior 
Finish and Bishops Hall held). 
Earth Summit needs a more search- 
ing test, so Roagh Quest, going well 
when falling on his reappearance, 
may pose the greatest danger. 


NEWCASTLE 


[1.40 


1240 Executive Design 
UJO ChopweH Curtains 
140 Easby Joker 
2 JjO Flveteigh BuBds 


HYPERION 

240 Chief Minister (nb) 
3JD McGregor The Third 
340 Thornton Gate 


DOUGLAS SMITH MEMORIAL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5000 added 2m 4f Penalty Value £3436 

343114- f«MTlM(219UPUdte>b9JjO l Nei012D— AfecfaeB 

045213- STRONG S0tN> [180) tatDIIKteHScziGBjPCreesfarx^l 8 118 

545-326 BEAUCADEAU (14) TO (1 A tones) M Barnes 9 11 5 

1/21112- DOOM HE ROW (344} (C« <RJ take) JHJWrecnB 112 


F1BS4-1 E4S8TJWCEH (3} (DJ (8 R OWwitt SKubawi 710 4 (5ai 
235613 RUFFLES (8) (Eva of Die UB UrCkfegelM CtupmnB 101.. 
-Si 


-mgpilt 

IFTdtay 

J>MNa 


GOING: Goad. 

■ Left-hand, ova) course-, with rising run-in.; tough. jpDoplng track. 

■ Coarse is on A 1 , 5m north of town. Metro senate lo ftnir Lane Ends ration from New- 
caoJe railway station. Special bus service from there. ADMISSION: Club SI 4 (OAFS S 6, 
16 to 20-yenr-okfet SS): TaflosaUs £9 (DATs SI): Silver Ring 54. CAS PASS.- Free. 


BETTMG: 9-4 Easby Jofar, ll-4 Rot UM, 4-1 Dare Ike feed, 13-2 Stag Sored, 7-1 
12 -lRupptes 

ISM Own The (toad 7 11 1 Richard Cues 8-13 tl H Jrtnsoi] 3 ran 


m 


2.10 


ah i 


g LOADING TSAINESS WITH RUNNERS: D Metotooo-2-f winners fro n IOC runners 
gins a suencss ratio of 22.69a and a loss to a SI Icvd stake of £21.16; N Heateroow - 21 
winners. 99 runners, 21.2%. -57.71; 0 Sherwood - 18 winners, 08 runners, 285tfc, -SfiHi; 
M Pipe - 1 T winners, 77 runners, 281*. +S4.70. 

B LKAIKNG JOCKEYS: PMre»- 29 *dni. 113ridra,2S.7%. +£ 1836; T Bert- 16 wms. 
87 rides, 17.2%, +519.34: L Wyer- 14 wins, 83 ride, 16,9%. Hi®, B Storey- 14 wins, 
1 17 rides. 12.0%, -£55.88. 

WINNERS IN LAST SBVBN DAYS: Easby Joker 1 1.40) won at Hexham on Wedncsdtv. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Absalom's Lady (2.40) son 352 miles fay D Efewortli from 
Whmombc, Dorecf; Padre Bn [2.401 sent 2M» rafleaby C Broote tmmlarnbocrn. Berkshire, 


LADBROKE HANDICAP CWtSE (CLASS D) £10000 
added 3m Penalty Value £7425 

133004 MONKEY A60 (14) TO B Gerber] Iks S tkamto 8 12 0 

2214-12 OEBIU) 000(08) (Of (l PRncftJPttWatfr 8 11 W. 


C4 




NORTHERN ELECTRIC CHARITY SERES NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3,500 added 3YD 2m Penalty \falue £2£97 

3811 D0WWHL(ie(CO|(«3nWMeMWPM«ealiU10 JFTBtoy 

2U ElAnON (50) P) (R Tyrert 6 Rioiarts 11 ID — ,, ft Marring (3) 

1 EXECUTIVE DE9GN (36) (0) MH Soavsanl M& M Rerofcy 11 4 Ptlm 

SHNWG HXSE (P) (G Graham) M H Eaaedy 11 4 L*h*r 

BARTON HE1GHI3 (Ues C J fames) Me M Hewfey 10 12 II Hmtatfnn (7) 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
;9 

10 35P540- MMCfMOQO (238) (D) (N OwrtHBin) N Chanteitalr B 11 4_ 

11 . 113314- FMB O UM O (222)lABQHH)el)MH3ranapd7 113. 


51-1123 RVBBGN BULDS US) W (Ites L V ftsafl Uss L V RuaelB 11 8- 

U3PW/1 HNH FUME M d>) (J S ktetedv J fttCeted 9 11 8 

P211-23 COUMOHBS (IS) (Pi (Mdtati Thompson) JH Johnson 9 11 8 

223324- HaflION Wtft (271) (C H Staere) M H Esasray 9 11 7 . 


IM 

-FlaalqtP) 
IFIBfcy 


FORMGWDE 

Before embawrg on a eftasng career Iasi season, which brou£A success at Doncaster, 
here and Aauree. the front-ronring MoroeB had even CHEF MIMSTCR 86) and a wo-tength 
beating In the SibsJco Hunde here before pang on to tnuti OwO to 8 otabanoo ir the race. 
Althoc^t beaten when faSfarg five out m a valuable chase at Ascot i^st Saurtiay. Moreen is 
a dass act to figure on such a low even back over hwtBes, but Chief Mnister may 
have held Ns hurtling form better. Chief Mrtster came bate later In the season to beat Na- 
tive Wbnh and Home Counties hare over two and a half mites, ana he also had the Bind 
tated oft when winning Haydocfc's Suwtton Hunfe on hs final outhg. They met again at Chel- 
tenham a fortn&K ago and Diet Minister ran a cracking trial when thfcd lo shock wrmer 
Lonesome Tram, the time with Dudley Moftan's gtfdng about e&R tenths bach m seah. 
PMa Mo, wtu'ti eartler beaten Die winner in Intend, only ei^nh. wtue KadBEtrof was a 
ftrst-fl&i faler. Home Counbes looks hold, out it £ not beyond him to tun the tables. He 
was wed ovbt the top m the Sweiton Hunfte and ei nMM)g IMB the form that enabled hkn 
to 9tatch Cheftenham's CotMy Hurtle or when betefng the U5eftd Simple Arfflimedc at Ayr. 
Paore Mio may ate) do better, the one they at have to beet, however, is Dawd Elsuionh’s 
dassy mare Al wii lua TW Lady, a tut below her form behind stableman Atours a Wlncernon 
on her reappearance. Her sftth behnl Alderbrook. m the Champion tende was me only bme 
she rnesed the ft* three dndudng over fences) fast searon and, (Ms bemg a tonited hancF" 
cap, she is wed treated 
Selection: CHIEF MINISTER. 


ymn- SSNVHS(239(MtG%nemslflMRMRad97114 

Q3FUJ1- BRMEBUCC»BI(281)m(SeanOScBH*sM<MWB114 . 
562444 BQWB8M SCHOOL OS] (Raywv) Aramson iSronl C fteter 8 11 <t . 


FMmo 

— NUfa 
_8 Storey 
.JiBnBay 


3JjO 




12 2-23112 POMrttWE (89) (DHBt) (Vk3 Ala McCab^ B Rothwel 8 10 13 MeM&ntf 

13 F5132-5 Dffi* DECISION (18) R lAlar Cairns) P Cheestex^t 9 10 11 R Staple 

14 5525-23 FMKEYXCAOQfHiSMEOjndl JCUBS8108 DJKnr w »(5) 

15 24P145- SNOOK POMT (199} 0 D Mori □ Larb 8 10 5 ftltnons<7) 


TOMMY MoMCHOLAS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 

ESflOO added 2m 4f Penalty Vttae £3^15 

111 ■GGREOOfllHEim)[13|fQR9{MsDAMnda)Gf&chadsB121>— 

F7313F3- IB RSGE (197) (GB)8WQten) Mfti BtwnS U9 RSiapie 

OFOOO- MORE R)CH (245) (P (TDtrewO F Murply 6115 

000063 CWRNramuWade)JWede7115 

121451- SEVW TOWERS (513) (Vrs E A teiragl *fe M ftwyajr 6 11 5 


-KJonee 


13 


BMIEWBOT CM) (UnM C BuQart C WCEhey 10 12. 

SOU) TOP (ID (Mis G M Z Sprnkr 8 Round 10 12 

DQNT R3RCET CURIE (S D Swader, G M Moara ID 12 . 
FMMDffR (D Ctitaflan) W acrey 10 12 


_D Byrne 

-H Supple 


16 UWfi LUW MBffiTHEL (16MCD) fftemwid Arxfeistn Own) C Periw 10 10 4 —DPartwrp) 

17 1P4-39 BLAZFW tUJWI P) (J HiWriO J Vitnuck 8 1L 0 EC*0wn(7) 

-17 1 


4&F333 SHNMBL(21)MsJjateB)JChanBn8115.. 
6P-2 HLLS8H00K (38) fft ftw*) R tawB 5 11 4 . 

-7 1 


-PMven 
J Stacy 
_6 Harter 


fiOSFB. SONG (Ctes N Wfetens) A Hhdans 10 12 . 
GRAMXNARE (M land J J ONeA ID 12 . 


IWECRESr (Mb M Foster) Mrs A M Nav*snn ID 12 
KOWEVEV DANCER (Pens GB8agw) A BMey ID 12 . 
NEADCM HKIQ8 (ft J MeNpfrie) M W Eastaby 16 12 _ 
NOME MAN (Mn E Dorn) Jluner 10 12. 


m 
pi 

-ARotee^ 


-PHoBey 


POSTS) ABROAD (DaalUFukcn)) Helens ID 12 

Mlim IWfflherty Racing Etneu Hd M tenmond 10 12 
RED srecwOJE (Dawd H Mngav P Hasten ID 12 . 


.8TB|ta(I) 

•P) 


-Saab BMMJge (7) 
SBMnA(M)(lheiitayltevaeylte»g(l4H»teMRewtayl012 — T J C ouwftrd (7) 

S>tiU2 (Sce«Wi Gmupj N Trtdcr 10 12 Eltetaodffl 

0 lEEUPNWTCH (14| U S Gt*4sj J Sottr JO i? FUdVW 


THREE WU IWS (the Ivy Syrova®) T Titt 10 12 . 


-MrS 


«IWSE WndBER (Stonafl Daly ftod A Sunrfay Me# T D)« ID 
0 KRMM601 114) fR W ChambeiM) N Owmbatain 10 7 


(the StKwne Ramash^ Mrs U Remey 10 7 . 
-25 doctored - 


— B Storey 

_BCa«B(7) 


UjO 


REITdlS: 7-1 EroMtePasieLMBettn, 64. Pore WM. 10-1 Skh teg Edge, m firerefcnw, 
Use, Stem, 26-1 Coot CrnOa, TmttOst, itetoff TdUnger, 25-1 dhere 
19M Zamteeer 3 10 12 N D*®ay 5-1 W Stwy) 8 tan 

CANON OFFICE EQUIPMENT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) 
— -i £3^00 added 3m Penalty Value £2754 
3T2261- warm goo n (Stwawi* Padi Managenwia tag M Hanmond 5 11 6 _ R M ww (7) 

005132 TOU8H TEST (21) U D GoodetoM Ms J fiooefetav 5 11 6 B Starry 

30&O ANgBOAaWggff^HWUgAteMRB^BUO--^^ 

02/S/ ffitSOEY RXJNIAW (88^ U Henderson (Co ftrham)) J H Wnsw 7 11 D — 

0- BOLD ACCOUNT (217) (JdmRobsonl 6 M Moore 5 110 _..J HB catoy 

5 CASH BCR (130) fDrt A Wsdopt t Cwt 7 11 0 BkMd anst 

322-13 CHOPWBX, CURIAM (WJlOutwntMeitrtMHEere^' 5120 t-H*rr 

M)®&S SMWW Bflr(S7)U turned J Turner 5 110 — * w 


Mitnum me&V: IDO. Tr» A^idbap te&c BKemg Down 9sr 7k 

BETI1NG: 9-2 Son Of Its, 11-2 Emerald Stem, K$ Rake, 8-1 Brave Botcaneer, FWddfh Befcts, 
12-1 Cotwtonn. PiwArywde, 14-1 Deep DroMoo,ltew Burner, 16-lBeenlegrrknnl, 20-laBwn 
IBM Tawn Tiaoemids 7 10 0 M Moloney 3 1 (6 Rchadsl 8 ran 
FORM RUDE 

Bre ve Bu ccwn aer matte mistakes in Ns early suns ouer fences tost term but twice got It 
right at Caiksie. He was at tw best Mr hudtes when there was plenty of cut and wodd 
have an mceflent chance M the gilng changed. He has the ebOqy to do s&ticaMy better 
don he has so far. Far all that, ftiter Nwen rates stademate SON OF BBS, who wan two 
of the five chases he stood ig> m last season and was second m another. A year younger, 
he £ also open to improvement and KAary Ftaieiey to bound lo have both ready tor their first 
runs of the season. High Petew promised to be a really use« chaser eariler in ho career 
and he came back after a season off to tgKet the odds -on Gdpa Vatu at Market Rasen a 
fbnrvgit ago. when ne had Prince Ya» a cAstam Uwd and Monkey Ago fourth. Leading 
from the tntm, he stayed on far loo well fur easy Kempton winner GOpa Vakj and he k not 
wtthout a chance of doing likewise m this strongv n&j. Ho w$i hero cone on much of die 
5lb he has Men rased. Emerald Storm has none wek a nee com mg norm and fallowed h«s 
Kelso defeat of Kushbetoo (2m6t) by jua mtesu^ out ro Wham Fettle wer the sane couse 
and distance, k was touch and 91 ccmrig to the last fence and Hvwfc& BMBda was one 
of three wffft every chance when he iw * and forfeited aS hope. A 4to peril tfros Nm emy 
chance m mb ne-match. but Bran Hartfing, escetan value for he 3fc riant, rides Emerald 
Storm and the twm should be confirmed. A line througi NMa st^sts Cotretonis has a 
IM to find Wim FkretaiSi Buttfa. and thus Emerald Storm. Although Boertfcg School was 
five- fen 0 hs adnfl of Coumwus at Carusto tost trme, the WnAsrs he wears today then 
hm up. 

SON OF IRIS. 


asms 4.7 Mcfire 0 ir Ite TIM. 9-2 Saw Towm, 8-1 CtkfMkr, 12-1 Stemral. 14-1 Areree 
Focb. 16-1 BBrerook, 20-1 Hr RMS' 

1994c no catespondmg bcb 

FORM GUIDE 

McGREGOR THE THUD b a vnO-connected nine-year-oid and has upheld the temdy traett- 
oon wtrh three impressive wms rince turrsng hb attention from evwrang to chasing. He re- 
tuned to hb ongns to wn the valuable aoss-axnJry chase si Cnefrenham lest time and. 
while he shotAd cany on the fpod woifc, he nvgit not hmre it el h* twin v^r for once. Sev- 
en Toware v« knprettwe when running out a lO-tengrii winner of a decent hmBe race at 
Haydock n hb second and final outing last season. He hasn't been out ri almost a year but 
is evidenty held n some re^nl and e one to keep on the right safe of. 

‘ r. McGREGOR THE THIRD. 


3A0] 


LADBROKE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£7,500 added 2ln Penalty VWue £5,272 


C4 


143-112 SGVAUMCptl)nMrimDarmeam)MsMtaetoy9Ulf). 

QQ3112- untEMBWCf pB7)(DI(ABbart4 ABtok8119 

1721314- OOQL ILME(2SZ)(M0 Bam) GM Moon 611$. 


403-012 MOiMON fiAIE (7) (D) (I H Bereren} M H EasiMry 6 11 2 .. 
201200 ElACKFATCH tU. &3) (D) (J C Etatuyf N Trtda 6U1. 


LWyer 


IF Why 

310P2O SUfOBT NBKSyreCHO (14) w © C Baeyl W Sfo^r 4 10 12 ISopriepJ 

SIP-116 VA1 DE RAMA (231 JBR tfi Mofflrd) Denjs Srash 6 10 11 PNweo 


4(QR)3 8VMCRAKS0VBSBNtlC*MiBliMakltew«CbriG>ttK5 7109 . 
MUtar NATNCK10(eoa(D)(RLiMwelJRD£eekl6i0 7. 


— R Madey 
iff) 
i Storey 

wtedl 


2.40 


C4 


300P5-3 TtCO GOLD (15) (Mbs S J Tunefl P ChEeajra^i 7 11 0 
002-242 CLASSIC CREST (IS) (G B, A4G Peacock) G M MOCB 410 13 . 

0 SKANE HYHl Pfl (N i Peaccdd G f*dBrtb 4 iD 13 

ITALIAN P1BNCESS (1*^ J M CorfieB) J H jehretn 5 109 

OPPCfr HEADOWBUHH (236) (Gecflr^r D Dance) W G Ffeed 5 ID 9 

-12 (teetered - 


JtSrepki 


_BHanfeC(3) 
IFTWcy 


BELLWAY HOMES TtCHUNS FIFTK UMTTED 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS A) (Grade 2} £30000 
added 2m Penalty Value £18460 

31226-3 ABSALDWS tADY (21J (D) (UAricoirbe Uarcr tearg) DEbaorth 711 7 J»HDfley 

5CM10 PADRE 180 (14) (D) lady UDjdlLrilljeriCftodS 7 ID 10 JRctardteSt 

1222&F KADASTTOF PA) (D) IA p Pettn) R Ddon 5 IDS DMaredDll 

11512-F MORCBI (7) (CD! 0»s i U Ccdwffl 1 H ArTreoi f 10 4 (FfUay 

23UD6 HOME COWI1ES PA) (D) (tey Onena lEBann) Ud) D Moftn 6 10 4 DJUdftKt 

31001-3 CWEFM9BSIBtpA)(CB)(GSheflTD|er6 104 — 

4231-21 NON WOKE »{DJ (ten Mam) M Chapman 4104- 

- 7 1 


SEnW8:MR»lea0 l 7"2ChMiwrilCatM^M - n»MJ7da»I*«rj8-l'l | «NhTre4,12- 

1 ewbob Boy, 1*-1 Cash Bra, 15-1 Answro Agafn, Bane Prince*, 2&4 omen 
1994 no corwpondrig race 


MMmum xrighc lost True ftendfcap we^rK Home Cnretes 8 OWef AfHsttr 109 3ft Non Vmgf 

89 an 

BEtmO: S-l AteakMrir tedy. 7-2 CAM Ntohtec, 4-1 MonaNL M FttA* Mo, 5-1 Hnen OareBea, 

10-1 Kadretaf, 33-1 Noe Viatoge 

19M: Batabano 5 11 0 p Kvro 64 ms U Revdeyl 4 ran 


10 RV440-2 NOQRMM HOADS (151 {CIEfeeHnw Lei) DGday BIO 4 

11 182-232 KEEP 8 ATTUNS pfl) (D| U GoUw) J GaUa 5 10 0 

-lldectared- 

MMiwn ogfic 104 7m tanflap oe/gt Met? Baaing 99 200. 

■tin 4-1 test LAW, 6-1 -teuton feta, s-l SI* AeM^ 7-1 Hbe Mri, M Keep BMttet 
18-1 aectare* W. Utito BMetey, Stowtoy NMWten, tt-1 Vri De ten, 14-1 otters 
199*: Curbnan Chalers 5 11 ID L W»er 11-2 04 H Eastetbyl 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Fust time out Iasi season, cool Lake ran a good second to Roberty Lea. tour tenths in 
front of THORNTON GATE, m what has pnMd to be a decent novice hunfle. Vial De Rama 
was down the field. Cod Luke were on to record convnetng wire, at Edirrtxvjyj ond Wnher- 
by and meets threnton Gate. who. comcfctentafy. ate» won subseuuerdy ai the same nvp 
tracks, only 40 worse, there's nothing in K on the book, but It ts a wtrie snee Cod Luke 
tost ran whereas Peter E^stetb/s gekflng has seen pteray of acoon already inis season. An 
815 put tor fowling unplaced heftnj stay Awake a Werh&ty first me out may finable 
him to mm the tables, smee when he has won eastly Bom Diamond Cut and eypte r aKSmr- 
eretgn at Haydock and was the only one to 0 x ar^whero near Impfesave wmer amsey at 
Aren* last Saturday. Having brougn Paris back wnh a win after masmg last season, 

Amnty RtJSeraM tries the sane yum Native Held, a smart bumper in hts day and vwth no 
real <mg* here. 

: THORNTON GATE 


HYPERION 

110 Ftersfcw Vlwif 1-40 Persian Tactics 2A5 Ghla 
a widag iZAS Outset 3J5SaBorJfcm 345 Pidaes 
Meadow 


C7> 


341311 N0RDKtMUGrPMMPpe4U7. 

0531447 WiSXJT (889) Mrs M Bsriey E 11 7. 

33-P634 SBCT»8LEQ2HEfi)H0thart)n4 U3 fl Toney (3) 

523-161 FSSMNVEIVPRKBMeyfilll AthnAen 

000250 AUCAHrE(29)DAfcCan8109 OMcCata 

-8r' •— ‘ 


GOINC: Good iGoud to Finn to pbwesX 

■ Left-hand course with Iniposbjg drop fenwa and ranm of two 

« near luncUon oT A580 and M6. Newton raltew 
fi^^nS^W^OTOSSIONr Cotaty Stand S16; Tai- 
£4 (GAPs helT-price in •tetemalb and 

Newton Stand). CAE PAMfc Ptw. 


m i 


nwcwa 


WINNERS IN LlffT SEVEN DAYS: PrestoaTartk* (MO) won »l 

i 

Mri^ap bPBte — — 

NORTHERN CLABWN6 HURDLE (CLASS 
F) £3,000 added 2m 4f 

33 / 8QI8gCB24)MWEd5toPy5U7 Bfa>«y 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

BEffMR: 7-4 Horde Vafiey, 1 LA Pentoa Wen, 3-1 VWrtri, 6-1 1 
rafale. 10-1 Borae, 25-1 ADreds 

MAKERFELD NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 2m 

1 364-413 Wa*Af» PQAOra (7) D McCan 8 11 7 

2 605231 PB«AHWCT1CSC7)P)llBafcy8U7 

3 0PPO6D- CUME(226)TIae5112 Rteitty 

a SfftV- TOTHEWOOOS (422) NTvean-Daces 7 112 CMa 

-4brini- 

Bcnwe mm Pwbaatactlre, 94 W teweeri r , 6-1 Mpdand Peariwr, 
20 -lCflvtoe 


1AO 


5 C125U6 VBHMM7)mMaSBBiwiaXD7. 

6 00361 -R Pm SN ( 21 ) M rtermend 8 10 0 _. 

-6 declared - 

fcfinmm m^K: 105L Trve handicap wef^iC PM Gto 99 13D. 

BETTMB: 94 Scoriae Baoki, 5-2 Fkr Senior, 3-1 SMBaeUWA 8-1 Itamb 
rtifnegre, DM Vrieda 1, ia-1 Fhk He 

HAYDOCK GOLD CARD HANDCAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS B) £7,000 added 2m 8f 

SEACHY ICM) £S5) J J OTtef 7U ID UHakmy 

m 

AOMn 


2L45 


544TZ3 DBUMSncX p3)n K Beley 9 11 6 Albnroton 

33P2-P3 s«B0flRJ5 p) T Ttontai tones 9 11 4 GToneeyP) 

154426 SMJORJW (2imP Dalton 8 U4 Cl 

5PF24A) IWCOnACETOWDMcCarlOlDICL 

4SUJ04 SIPTOSM (Z5 W IfcSSmtii 7 102_ 


<50U1 0- SFVtSOHJGHTriQ^Aks A ftoratr 9 100 

2-43UP2 HNB 10(21) n Trust 9 10 0 

- 8 teetered - 


_B «a«y 


205 


T M MOLONY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
B) £10000 added 3m 4f 110yds 


1 F5rt3LF 

2 0-11,111 RUNAWATPESPO) R)HP?»5ll3 

3 A63P3/ KUAMFF(578)Rhfay9112 

4 24Q111- MJWDSRP90)MWEa5Htiy8U.2 

5 1F31F-3 UWO PO) L LuigQ 4 10 & 

6 3U3H7 OUTSET (587) P) M Harmond 5 10 1. 

7 Q6P421- Fa5l9EG0IDPSq|D)U I^e7101 

8 1312 TWIASrnMB (21) A teS9ttt)5 10 3 — RS 

9 12012 3 LE4DEHtUU£f7)JQunn5100 AS Sc** 

-9decteod- 

Agnbim m&K IDsl True tondkap Uen D» FatrtSe 99 13*. 
aE7JWtt54te»vay Ptas, 11-4 Afeieec, » RKbUw Gate 8-1 The 
lari Hag. 8-1 Beecby Bead, Uvto, 14-1 Odtat, 20-1 ottere 


MWnun oe/gc 10a. True handtep m&es: Spfs Delgt 9s 7», ftver ted 
9S 6 Sr. 

BETTMto MSertreta, s-l DnMeK MSatertea, 8-inreeeuto(hre. 
8-1 Hey CeBate, 12-1 SappreM. 34-1 Spy's DdWt 18-1 tear Rad 

WHITE LODGE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
o £5000 added 2m 4f 

3tt naBfGVOWC238|KtefeyS1012 Altentee 

40622-3 HOOOHNBtPiDW JenteB 10 12 SI 

0(H) NUUlAp9)MfBSteah51D12 


EiLJ 


1 till 1/12- GUA6NEUM6H (406) N TvrewvOarea 9 11 7> 

2 PSU2-2 SfiOntiN SAWS (iq MHterasrQy Slid 

3 15UPP- UMI6B COUONSB (217) {E| J FcGee*) 9 10 12 .W Dean 

4 (124113 HRSS«Z(2UKBal99l09 mtepMr® 


ais 


RAMFORD HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4,500 added 2m 4f 


1(7) 

4065- FQ9£ BEACH (269) GM Moore 5 ID 12 RGntey 

GO UP AM) ABOSE (143) H Coingti^ 6 10 12 ASSrettk 

60- RA8C«lyte«9l Mbs LtefflC 5107 Cl 

-Si 


1 RMR03O- THRBDUWRU) P9I)S Notion 10 12 0. 


■BTMfi: 48 Mas Murine. 7-2 IlnalfaiMrer. B-l Pebble Beech. 12-1 
Up tad Atone, 14-1 Nkida, 25-1 


RACING RESULTS 


^ CSf: £34.77. Trieast: £7858. 

Toot £3050. 

3 JJ 0 : 1. SOtDBtSMFT (B Fwron) 10- 
i- 2 . CtaEh of f^tebato 12-H 3. M( 
iMUHt 5-1- iD M. 7-4 fev Bank Place. 
V*. IS <0 BakOng, IVWd). -ftrito: £1X8K 

£3.60, £IL30, £1^0. DF: £47.7a CSF: 

tan tad & Tosfcana- _ _ _ , £103.43- Tricast £602.79. Trite £45-20. 

130; 1. ACT THE W AO (PCgb CTjd S^ 3 j K i.y E MES8S1WSr(WMBratDn) 

2. Bertoae steaf ? n ^ , ^r 6-4 fav; 2. Vatote 4-1; 3. Wbodtenl MMa 

16-1. 12 ran. nk, 4. Ohs J Pitman. Upper 
Lamboten), Tate: £ 2 .10; £1.40. £ 1 30. 
£2. 70. DP- £4.40. CSF: £7.91. ftw £1680. 
Nan Runner Henrtto Du Manoir. - 
JackMri £7,100.00 (pan won. pool of 
£3333.74 panted fomad » Nante a y wbn» 
Ptmxpob £114220. Qb o tp o h £? L2 0 . 
Place Bl £156.09. Place S: £95-41. 


NEWBURY 
1MK 1. OUR KRtS U RKaren ^il 7-1. 
2. ttaeten 11-4 tav, 3- KBcnan Btef 9-2. 
15^3. 12- <N Herxte^i, 

Tote: £8.00: 

£20.70. CSF: £24.77. Tttoi £20.90. L»n- 

tan Lad & Toskano. 

130: 1. ACT TH-^ — — - ■ ^ 

2. Bertoae 86 fav: 3. slot rfkrowww* 
14-1. 4 ran. 6. ID- 
tage). Tote: £3.70. Of: 

&qqil. ESKIMO NB.(P^gy J 
1 Jt far, 2. Wndwwd M«" 
Soutbanrotoa 14-L 10 ran. 4-1 ft fo MAar 

L430; £1.70. £5.10. £230. _DF- 
CSF- £45.17. TKTOC £54223. Trtt 
EASY BUCK 
Tha Frog Prince 
9 ran. 1*, I'i- 

tertian). Ttaw £430; £1-60. £i.G0, 030. 


BANGOR 

iao: L STEADFAST QJIC (A Steftef 9- 


4; 2. BucWey Bey* 7-4 fav; 8 Partab WWk 
2D-1. 9 n. ltfc. 2. (1 J OTtal. PBrith). 7W* 
£230: £130. £118 £258 DF: £438 CSF: 
£804. Tria £1330. Non Rumas Queen of 
Shmnon 4 Vtaggc. 

130: l. JAsmrs boy u F Tifley) 7-2; 2. 
Daataa Sire 9-2; 8 Seymour Spy 16-L 7 
rare. 3-1 jt-tav Wloroo (puted up)- 10. & U 
M Brariey. Orepszw).EastHouann(7-D«f>- 
drawn not under ontatt. Rrie 4 appBes to bets 
BDudt at bovd pnees prior to vwthdtawaf . not 
to SP bets, deduction lOp n the pound. 

220: 1. KABASHA (J Uwrer] 5-1: 2. 
Breen** Fair 12-L 3. Ho- Joe 16-1- 8 ran. 
5-2 far Master Oflhe House (4th). 4. 2. (M 
Pipe. Wellington). Tote: £3.70: £1.70. 
£238 038 Oft £23.70. CSF: £S2J8 Trt- 
casc £79637. 

2381-BeTTHlTaSES«ffAD(BHfl^ 

tag 1-2 tav; 2. Masts- Boston 7-2; 8 Man 
of Mystery frJL 4 no. 12. tfSL (G Retards, 


Greystohe). Tote: £130. DF: £138 CSF: 
£2.50. Non Runner Honest Mxd. 

328 LWI MULLIGAN (MOryeri 6-5 far, 
2. Arctic Red 16-1; 3. Spa KaBy 100-1. 7 
ran. dtet, 25. |N Cfoce, Lmtboufn)- Tote: 
£1.80: 1X90. £3.40. Dft £17^3. CSF: 
£16^3. 

330: 1. CASIlf 9MEEP P Mrerfi 43 far; 
2. Manvidane 56-1 3. Keodler 50-1. U 
tan. dst. L iD Mchofson, Tempte GuttJngj. 
Ttrte: 1178 £110. £1630, £1X98 DF: 
£4830. CSF: £5581 Tito: £245T0. 
Ptocepot: £66.50. f|itat»nft £13.78 
Place ft £57.49. Place 6s £48.08. 

SOUTHWELL 

12X0: 1 NASHAAT (D R McCabe) 61 
2. State Ta* 6-1; 3. OdtoS Rk« 161 11 
ran. 9-4 far Barrel Of Hope. 2. lVi. (M CJae- 
man. LTWes £1130; £2.90, £2.00. £2X0. 
DF: £93.58 CSF: £5608 Tricasu £45733. 


Tria £239.60 [pan won. pool of £10125 to 
Newbuy 2.25). 

12-4S: 1 BER6E (Emma OtSaman) 4-6 
tec 8 Madhuri* 25-1- 3. Deaait Invad- 
er 5-1 12 ran. 7. 1 (W O'Sorman). To*K 
£178 £1-10, £4.40. £2.18 Dft £19.40. 
CSF; £2171 Tna £22.50. 

110: X Galme (Emma OWnan) 2-1 
tav; 2. Mask Bower IX -4; 3- Frontman 15- 
1 18 tan. Z 3>A. (W (TGaman). Tfitae £4.40; 
£170, £2.10, £338 DF: £630. CSft 
£10.50. Trio: £9038 

140: X MOST UPPffrr (lame Websieft 
10-1 2.re*ewtf Ins 61 X At The Seroy 
64 toy. 11 ten. V*. 2%. U Beny). Tote: 
£1430; £4.60, £230. £118 DF: £2130. 
CSF; £9434. Trto: £56.70. 

HOC 1 THEATRE MASK (CTee&ie) 6 
1 2. Angus McCoatnp 10-1 3- Wdah 
Metodyl4-119raa.5-lfavteM.nh.lv*. 
IS Bavntng). Tote: £1030; £130. £2-60. 


£7.70. £230. DF: £5158 CSF: £ 9337 . In- 
cas: £135124. Trto: £23930 (part won. 
pool of £235-87 to Newbury 225). 

2.40: 1PRMIAS8K (Tires) & 12. Bere- 
jamtas law 161 3. Mtatoreanl 100-38 11 

rsa. 2-1 fBV Be Warned («h>. nk, 3**. (M 
Ryan). Tote: £10.40; £230. £3-38 £180. 
DF: £53.70. CSF: £85.62. TrtcasC £29728. 
Trio: £48.60. 

3X0S 1 AOQEHMVO TetoJ 9-2; 2. Do* 
oojoy 10-1 3. la Hntoe 94 tw. ia rrei. 
6. 4. (M Jenna). Tote: £4.70: £2.00. £3.10, 
£180. DF: £55.40. CsF: £5538 l Tito: 
£3290. 

3X0: 1 STAUHI (MMMtnss Bterefad) 
61; 2. Bafa 64 tav; 3. Modest Hope 9-1 
12 ran. hd. a (F Wateryn). Tote: £730 ; 
£2.40. £140. £3.08 Dft £830. CSft 
£16.41 Tncasc £8031 Tno: £36.08 
Ptocepot £674.98 Qitw dpo fc £1640. 
Rate 6: £269.07. Place St £5833. 


sport 


the Japan Cup, which, in one 
sense, » the oriental version of 
the Breeders’ Cup. The British 
always go there, but they seldom 
win. The last victoiy Cram these 
Shores was in 1986 with Clive 
Brittain’s Jupiter Island, and for 
those who like easy connections, 
Pure Grain is also trained in 
Newmarket, by Michael Sioutc. 

The filly’s price of 10-1 ac- 
curately reflects her chance as 
she goes into battle with the oth- 
er European runners, Hernan- 
do, Carling and Lando. The 
increasingly powerful home 
team is expected to prevail, 
however, with either Hishi Ama- 
zon or Narila Brian, the 1994 
Japanese Triple Crown winner. 

NEWCASTLE 
2.10: FIVE LEIGH BUILDS blun- 
dered at the final fence when third 
to Whaat Fettle at Kelso last time. 
Now 4fb better off with Emerald i 
Moon (ahead in second place that 
day) he can reverse the form 

QOD 

246: Absalom's Lady is classy and 
would be tough to beat if the going j 
turned soft. But the forecast good 
ground, and this stiff track, is idea! 
for CHIEF MINISTER. 

OUJ 

3J0: McGREGOR THE THIRD 
will be at mean odds to land this. 

□□Q 

340: THORNTON GATE is only a 
hopeful choice in a particularly { 
trappy Iasi event (or punters. 


NEWBURY r 


12^45 Senate Not To 
L15 Fourth In Line 
130 Conquering Leader 


HYPERION 

2 J 2 SOnB Man 

3i)0 FRONT STREET (nap) 

330 Maitre De Musjqtie 


GOING: Good 

S Lril-tond cnar~- *34 8 u i«to' ««ton Crow London, 

ftoawrac ^ Turenrate S12; Sihrer Ring 

p.,crpto»£3 p^pcotoo. 


as 


dtp fiam mgririe, Owriwt 


ary uum a — 11 

ryo-Sml FULKEWA1WYN CHASE (CLASS O £8^00 added 2ai 
12.45 Value £5303 


110 .. 


JR 


J 4f PenaftV Value £5^03 

11120.2 BglPEHOTTOCl) (SAflltg all OS figwtiB 110 

2 42212/ CkSllEeOUWteaUfMoDredlt»nteO^S6seM7U 

3 *1P'X2A fiOBHUBOCClSP* 8 ® J UicJJartJ J 0^«a 6 11 0 

4 1334- HAMRSWNff{H9HAD'WBi)J8fcii)6110 

-4dMbred- 

B£T|B«Mflt«tel«to.^l^ So, ^*^^ ,,,eCO,,rt * 5 - 260Bl-i, * l,: 

19 fi«t the R* 6 11 0 J flsbanw 7-4 (N teetee) 30 ran 


tyV^ue £10^20 


J Osborn 


1 3111P KISSA1R (233) (Efi (lenyBeran} M A 11 6 — — - — — 

2 1012-30 B O W tePte W fltetfoeeOnoUflNgsH Witte 4 llt> , 

3 £22312 OffriW BEAT (2U (04 ID B tTCorncf) P Itotte 4 11 3 --— 3 McO»ret 

4 u -21 EXrateBHWHUS(l«n<Eti»ePateegNt«o^^ 

aim. FOUOHilt8IE(303)|D) WsGJertoniBrt JEtriw® 7 110 V Oerter 

.. — ...taujirteeHn M ... aftmley 

M Dwyor 


j) tvuran n — - 

S &S10U- «r^AS8tn(21^OTaa^lJo»fllteta)JW6UO 

7 -230-1 MOUSE 8BD (U) (Osbat Pwttt D fisreWto S 110 

S 2210-35 SHOOK Dereel S Ore 4 110 

- 8 — ' 


BEItSte: 34 Rtete, 74 catere flreri, 4-1 arerire PMOte. M Were Abbot 1« firertfr b 
Uae, 8-1 Stonwte, 12-1 Uobs» BM, IB-1 Sftotek 
199t fim Aaon 6 11 6 J Osborne 2-5 10 Shaveod) 4 rar 
FOAM GUDE 

nzyut muet) ffrr W*tTir‘ r teat he couM win three of lire five races tea se ason, meta ling, 
of enurae. B» Tnuntob Hwtite. wrttoutJunpinB as Buenay as some it* tvs cortomporanes. 
Hs flfeappoinuta njn at Amttee took some rt the artno off h» aertevemetus. but he red 
oa\.'tofattavv again. LB<e the Aamee woner, Stecaptn. he has to grt a fe w pftto ris away 
and Siomon must also put an unmspving effort, at Chanetitam * 

Uto^r that ceurea mW* not be Weal for Nm. Assessing the cunait wefrbemgrtNs- 
salr miooc Abbot »to ftiretto to line is far from easy . almourt 1 MarUn Rpe is fikaly to 
h»e tassav bouncing. R is probsWe that WMone Abbot such a progressfa® type 3nd a 
oemor in me mutt, we do best over longer trips. Fourth In Line dm nothing wrong few 
season. reraWig a novices' hendtrata a Chettenham last January m erecting style, buttne 
horse of proven tornt and fitness s CUFIOH BEAT, who was in a bade vrith Waning ato 
Stcmpri hero « Oaobe*. He met a dass wnnar in Alours, at Wncanton l«t urrebut 
mat spin wffl haw done hen gxd - n dtd roem ta a whto that Cfifton Beat had Ptocroo 
an iras&tttofc lead ttrero. He is to a simitar category to Kissan and me rest, having firv 
Kheti fifth « the Tnumph. ted he* a course vvtaner. It be dangerous to underrate 
me easy Nervier* Abac* winner Mouse BM, vtoo eon tt* up^atie, while Exterior Pro- 
files c. also the way and Shooflc has been in a couple of nx#i races the 
HxtiL Selection: CUFTON BEAT 


U50 


AK2D NOBEL LONG OISTOICE HURDLE (CLASS 
A) {Grade 2} £27,000 added 3m Upyds Penal- 
ty Value £11480 


BBCll 


1 2U2SP 2 AVRO ANSON (28J « P Statonl M Qmacro 7117- 


JUDeyer 


FI21-14 CAB OH T3UISEI (14) (CD) a*sJ G RJtnr) Mrs U FteeW 9 U 7 „ 
385181 J9B8K DIE W&Bf (2D U Hetors) J Pan^i B 11 7 


1120 3 SJUranilHJOE (21) 9*5 Svriey Rooras) 0 Stereod A 11 6 
261*43- SIMPSON (25^ (CD) (John BctoO J OH 10114 
312300- 6UHDJENELR33)(D)(WFC3m>«rOJaD9ter7UO 
12206P- TOP SFW (191) (Us Ora J Jertres 6 11 0. 



1/1113-2 CONQume LEADER (21) (q ftteRAPHJCfflrJ NHentoSOn 6 109 

-gdedared- 

BEHM8 11-4 CattoBcrteg Under, 3-1 Cab On Twgat, 4-1 JBtoat The Klbber, 9-2 ton* Anaoo. 6- 

lStepena, 10-1 SbMrWwW 20-1 rtitom 

1B9C H(Mm 7 U 4 A Uagjue 7-2 (D fWwtsonl 6 rati 

FORM GUIDE 

JIBBER THE KBKR is a hefty 12U> worse in reth Conquering Leader compared to their 
Chepstow c&sh three neete back, bui he made such a gpod npresoon that be has good 
chances of confomr^ the formreer the extra hatf-mte. It was on the cards that he MXrid 
improve the season, but he was Hb outsxto the tundfcsp proper at Chepnow. He matie 
I0it of the problem to gallop home two lengths dear of Conquering Leader. vrt» looks 
the nunber one threat agXn. S*i«r Wedge, three and a totf lengths tertherbacK tsSb 
better in with the winner but 71b worse will) the lumer-up. A mistake wo from home did 
not help Conquering Leader, 3n unpressm winner of the Hoecfst Panxv (rial hare last 
season, so the selection has a poumreBy severe task ahead of hen to confirm the form. 
Bur Jibber The fottaer erased througi to take command at Chepstow and tf» longar tnp 
should show tan in an even better 10V. Cab On Target needs some fate in the ground 
and conditions just turned a&tost tan at CheHanham last ume. On his day, he remains 
a usefii competitor but some of these ito-and-comng horses can lake Ns measure. Am 
Ansoo has a rtjestfon-marfc lingering agamst him after some dteappontmems m the wake 
of his first facing ireiegated to second) in the Stags' Hurtle at the 1994 Festival, while 
Siver Wedge, thoutfi sure to run well, rrqjv wet be best over iw mses and a had. Skhp- 
con stays well and teres the mud. He has not nad Shat much racing tor a 10-year-okJ 
and is m the too bracket of stayers on fus best days. 

SatedtaK JfflBER THE KffiBER 


2-25 


HENNESSY COGNAC GOLD CUP HANDICAP InppA 
CHASE (CLASS AUGrade 3) £7aD00 added 3m l”*** 
2f 110yds Penalty Value £48389 
2502-21 miMBHUtelSt (7) « (Gswi UacEttml N tamtaH 8 120 (4«)_C 

424163- MONSEUR IE CURE (233) (Hector HBmn) J EdiraitfcSU 9 IR 

F41244 C0S4T (14) (CD) <9ei-mel Rannenl J Gkner 11 U 7 

OnUF-l 0HEMAH(14)(CD)U HdesiGficftans 7 116 14ed Jl Dwyer 

1F21P-2 EARW 3WB8T (M) (TTe Surma Parsienhpl NTaemn-Dares T1D11 TJorria 

25GFO-2 CHQAM (KQ {(Xfi lAtion F Nofato) U 11 ID 9 B 

332U-F ROUGH QUEST (M) (AT A Mses)T Caste 9 10 9 lOstx 


22&F-1 COULDNT B£ BETTER (10) iff A BWhrtfcJC antes 8 10 8 (4ei) . 


_B Bradley 
-PCartcey 
_W Itastm 


3 

4 

s 
6 

7 

8 

9 P12UQ2- BUCK HUMOUR (3S3) P) (Lady Jcjd Wefaberl C Qroao 11 10 5. 

10 420344 BBHOPSHAILfllG UasechCanDOHdaBrantiead fM)9 103 

11 23010-3 SUPERIOR FMSH [10) (G Henkeyt MsJPtnand 100 

12 /11FP4 GnUS A BUCK (20) (C) IK Costoto) D Ekaortfi 12 10 0 A Procter (3) 

13 042385 G8AN8E BRAKE piflWW Wk J Hate) NfretovOares 9 10 0 DUrtv 

-ttdadmd- 

Mnbnm eofft 10a. rw !^xxup Onus fl ftc* 4 &cr\gt /Sake 9s 12 b. 

BEttefe 94 Ore Man, 4-1 Rmgi Qoret. 8-1 Ewtb Srerett. 8-1 C«*bit Be Better, 10-lVo^ 
Hurita. Hi M tew L4-1 Qatar, 2M CMMte. SteMriorRnteb, ZtlHorutarle tow. 
40-1 BhtiopsHeB, 6B-1 Ghw A Bach, teregattata 
1994c One Man 6 100 A DoMre 4 -1 (G RchKte) 16 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

ONE MAN. who btos to tataer up laet year's win, had only 10si then, but this tune he has 
a much heftier braden and the odds are short enor^i tor a hose who has fated some 
Yey tests, notably the 1994 Sun ANance Chase. He also feSen to complete m last sea- 
son's Rreriend Meynck Chase, as wt as the Racing Post Chase. But, sun only sewn, he 
e undoubtedly one of the best chasers around and stil impraimg. Hs record of eight wins 
rrrm nne completions raw fences Shan ha worth and he can puG off the t to t fO A* after 
ha pleasing comeback ren at Ajr. Roigi Qout rame Into his mm last year wtan vw>- 
nmg at Cheltenham fFtitz Ctob Handicap) and Punchestown and he wU be creeping Into 
the ac tion late wider the waning tactics which srtt wm. He wil be a serious nvrt, but 
Earth Sarmntt had a lorefy prep rate berend MUstatf ar Cheltenham two weeks ago and 

has a big heart and jwnps and stays. Chatam ikes it here but protHttiy neecb a carpet 

of mud to be n with a strong chance, wtirie Cooirint Be Bettor rtu^rt find the extended 
journey beyond fas powers and Young Hustler is overburdened. 

— ONE MAN 


aoo 


NEWBURY SAAB HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £10000 
added 2m If Penalty VaJue £6,791 
U13»-2 0A1£SCAWUBI(9) W fSBri6»Raag)DGandG>o 7 120 . HDwyer 

W1453- TM8BS IP (214) D*hM EtrMte) ft Hendtison 9 12 0- 


2112-33 SEMBi DF DMHOMK pq (C) (BF) ft J KecptoE) R Alnei ID 10 ID _Mr P Healey (G) 

221-111 5ASTM0RPE Omp) (Mann Bntetete ttas H K^« 7 10 8 0 

2-641F1 W£ W OWTtia ir (Ufi (D) Bftf Bate PtoneBrip) R Ptvftg 6 10 7 

F18W-1 FHOW STR^faO) TO (Mrs Jean RBEhcpiSShBwccdS 1L3 

-6 declared 


I Osborne 


BErnNG: 2-1 Sales CreaSsc, MEasttoq*, 92 Tbw Wool Writ, 1« FtadSfroeL B-lIbntos 

Up. 8-1 Sevew Of DbonMW 

3994: CMBn 711 12 / Ostome 94 iQ Shmood) 6 ran 


330 

RON LLOYD CELEBRATION NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) 

i 

4833-1 

m0HTUBJIEWCT{13) [MsLaifflFEj® Ttawydll 6 


r> 




3 




1 


HEUMOD tPfiUnel Patarsl J Wtoal a U D 


S 

00- 

VOHS (24S (Ptomel PsrmfiGl 1 Gdtam s 11 D 


6 




7 

80 

JBOOSfirr lag> Uenmi 110 


8 




9 

ID- 

MMIRE DC MUSWE (2SS) OtotetT Ctatei) A Tired 4 11 0 


10 

P 

G 

a 

* 

! 

J 

i 

! 


U 




12 

13 

40W6 

4 

SCAAET RUBBt <9) C V Ftannhlrt N Tvrtaon-Danes 6 11 0— 
SWf« (21) (5 Hite) J O'Shee 5 ll 0 

CUe-otee 

14 

F422 



15 


SOWfWTOUA MmffURftenreSff A .... 


16 


SWWNGSMESIKikpon)GLMacre4110 . — 


17 

1003 



IB 

503fr 

SWMAUACH (240) (Mis Susri Hci>rta ) Jenlres 5 ID 9 

M Dwyer 


-ISdectand- 

KTUNK 9-2 Gtetear, 5-1 F*0it Uenaoret. 8-1 Stew rath. Ifr2 Mritro De HsriqBa, 9-1 Drek 
taMw, 10-1 Wn, ll-i Ihe Browder, 12-1 Headteed, 14-1 Haw Adrian, 18-1 others 
199L Cslcoe Kg 5 11 6 J Osborne S£ (0 Shewed) 12 an 
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Glenn Moore meets a former England 
captain whose style of management is 
making its mark on the Premiership 


O dd, really, that while 
everyone wondered wh> 
on earth Juninho want- 
ed to move to Middlesbrough 
no one appeared to wonder, 18 
months ago. why Bryan Rob- 
son was going there. After all. 
Robson, arguably the best all- 
round English footballer of his 
generation, could have waited 
for any number of Premiership 
possibilities. The Manchester 
City job comes up every year 
while Aston Villa is another 
regular vacancy. 

Now it seems obvious. Rob- 
son was off to become Teeside's 
answer to Kevin Keegan. Mid- 
dlesbrough's very’ own Messi- 
ah. He would bring world-class 
footballers to an area previously 
undisturbed by footballing glo- 
ry which was still living on the 
memories of Maiuiion. Hard- 
wick. Camsell and Gough. 

Yet it did not seem like that 
at the time. Even to Robson. 
“When I went to see them I 
was really thinking that I prob- 
ably would not sign." he said 
this week. “I was looking for 
a bigger club than Middles- 
brough appeared to be. 

“But. after 1 had seen die sit- 
uation the chairman (Sieve 
Gibson] talked me imo it. I 
knew there were some decent 
kids here and he laid me how 
he would support me in the 
transfer market.” 

As a North-cast lad himself, 
from County Durham. Robson 
could imagine the potential. “I 
knew that, given success, we 
would get good crowds.” So it 
has proved. Today Middles- 
brough’s new CcUncl Riverside 
stadium will host its seventh 
full house in seven Premiership 
matches when Liverpool arc 
the visitors. 

The Robson revolution he- 
gan across town, at Ayrcsome 
Park last August. Robson had 
brought Clayton Blackmore 
with him Irom Old Trafford and 
spent £2.25m on a goalkeeper, 
Alan Miller, and two defenders. 
Neil Cos and Nigel Pearson. 

The rebuilt team began with 
four straight wins before the 
impetus faltered as Robson, in- 
evitably. spent long periods out 
of the side. Yet they never 
slipped below’ fourth and were 
third moving into February. 
Robson then added goals to his 
solid, but rarely inspiring side. 


U we Fuchs came on loan from 
Germany to score nine times 
in 15 games then Jan Age 
Fjortuft joined for £l_3m. He 
scored three goals in the last 
four games as Middlesbrough 
claimed the only automatic 
promotion place. 

Despite their manager's 
aura, their chairman's money, 
and a solid backbone, pre-sea- 
son forecasts were grim. But, 
while promotion partners 
Bolton lie 19th Boro are ninth, 
four points off third place. 

Their success has even sur- 
prised Robson. “I knew we had 
some decent players, even be- 
fore we brought in Nick Barm- 
in- and Juninho, and I thought 
we would hold our own. But 
we started better than I 
thought we would. 

“Mid- table would be a success 
this season, it would be a good 
foundation. If we win a Uefa 

Cup place that 

would be the 


talents during his prime that his 
passing was overshadowed by his 
thunderous laAlmg and goal- 
scoring runs into the box. A fter 
beginning at Vfcst Bromwich Al- 
bion, where he established his 
long-standing relationship with 
the treatment room, he spent his 
career at Manchester United, 
winning every domestic honour. 
He also played for England for 
12 years. 

Yet many people were sur- 
prised to discover, when Jun- 
inho signed, how venerated 
Robson was in Brazil. Juninho 
was deadly impressed by Rob- 
son's reputation (and his 
friendship with Dunga, the 
Brazilian captain), even if he is 
not quite as awed as Barmby, 
Robson's other major signing. 

Hie signing encapsulated 
Robson's “can do" philosophy. 
“Vlfe underestimate ourselves ui 
this country. If you fancy a top 

player in the 

world, go out 


icing on the i miss playing ^ get him.” 

cake. We have , Itaisoillus- 

a lot of young DUt nOI 8S mUCll trated another 
olavers. It is a Robson creed: 

case of them QS pCOple UlinK... lhe ne f d to 
realising the ■ u. entertain as 

Premier ) QO ©HJOy ft well as win. 

League need . “He [Juninho] 

hold" no fears DUt it IS nSfCI is actuator, he 

for them. . will excite 

“1 am enjoy- QOlng DOtfl fans. It is not 

ine manage- ° just about re- 


mcnl. ft has 

gone well so far but 1 have got 
to keep my feet on the ground. 
It is a hell of a difference to 
playing. I miss playing, but not 
as much as people think. I do 
enjoy it when I get out there but 
il is hard doing both. 

“U is very’ "difficult to get 
enough rest to play in the Pre- 
miership. !i has helped that the 
learn have played so well, es- 
pecially Jamie Pollock and 
Robbie Mustoc in the middle. 
I have not had ;o play much.” 

As he showed in the recenl 
Coca-Cola Cup win over Crys- 
tal Palace, when he produced 
the pass of the night to release 
Alan Moore to create the 
opening goal, he still has plen- 
ty to offer. There even was a 
lime lasl year, when Teny Ven- 
ables was searching for some- 
one lo fill lhe midfield anchor 
role, lhat a 91sl international 
cap did not seem fanciful. 

Such was Robson’s range of 


entertain as 
»V Fl well as win. 

I “He [Juninho j 

13rCI isacreatoj;he 

will excite 
tn fans. It is not 

just about re- 
sults, fans 
have got to be entertained. I 
learned that at Vfest Brom. 
Whenever! go back there fans 
talk to me about the team of 
CvriDe Regis and Laurie Cun- 
ningham. We played some 
tremendous football under Ron 
AUdnson. I want fans to be talk- 
ing of Juninho and Barmby." 

It is an approach followed 
by both of Robson's main 
managerial influences, Atkin- 
son and Alex Ferguson. “Alex 
was very good to me. In the last 
couple of years he let me go 
in with the coaches every 
morning to see what goes on, 
all the organisation.” 

Ferguson hims elf has been 
impressed with Robson’s start 
“He has adapted to manage- 
ment well" the Manchester 
United manager said this 
week. “It is a very different job 
lo when I started. There are so 
many pitfalls now. You need a 
bit of hick and he had that in 


going to Middlesbrough at 
the right time, when there' 
was a chairman who could 
plough money into it and al- 
low him to tiny big. He has 
been able to buy good players. 

“IBs strengths as a manag- 
er arc die same as they were 
as a player. He is singlfiHnihd- 
ed, stubborn even, very de- 
termined. He has great 
concentration and is very thor- 
ough. I went to see him before 

Crystal Palace ^id^e^was in 
his little room, surrounded by - 
■all his data oh them.? 

The sight of the bucca- - 
nee ring Robson poring over 
statistics and scouting reports . 
is hard to envisage. Not dot he : 
has changed that much. At 
Bisham Abbey earlier this ■ 
month, during an England - 
. practice match, a familiar fig- 
ure sprinted late into the box 
and rose to meet a cross only 
to head it wide. Curses filled 
the autumn air. 

The England connection - 
he is one of Venables’ coaches 

- is an enjoyable one. “It is a 
bit more relaxing. You want the 
team to win but the boss picks 
it and the pressure is on him. 

It is good to mix with the best 
footballers and work with peo- 
ple like lory and Don Howe.” 

Robson is obvkxisly.a can- 
didate to succeed \bnabies. He 
is also talked of as a potential 
successor to Ferguson, the 
speculation fuelled fay Rob- ' 
son’s continued residence in 
Cheshire (he commutes to 
Middlesbrough by plane). 

“I am not looking to move 
house at the moment because 
my children are facing an im- 
portant time for their school- 
ing [they are approaching 
GCSE exams]. At the mo- 
ment I am just looking to im- 
prove Middlesbrough.” 

There is a sense that Rob- 
son is destined for Old Trafford 
or Lancaster Gale, but he may 
be tempted to stay. He admits 
even he has been surprised at 
the enthusiasm on Ifeeside. . 

“This season has been 
above expectation I did not ex- 
pect to fill 30,000 seats. The 
players respond to the atmos- 
phere, the fans are right behind 
the team. We are still growing . 

- IS months ago we finish ed 
ninth in the First Division.” 
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I magine sitting behind the wheel of one of the 
world’s sleekest sports care. Well imagine no 
more. For you could be driving the ultimate sports 
car - Lhe TVR Griffith 500. Worth £35.000, lhe curva- 
ceous TVR Griffith is already a classic and we have 
one to give away. 

The Griffith’s body styling makes it into the ulti- 
mate head turner. Subtly curved and swooped, the 
GriFfuh combines understatement with purpose. The 
five litre V 8 alloy engine delivers 340 bhp and gives 
the Griffith a lop speed of around 167 mph. 

The Griffith performs with an ease which is truly 
devastating. The engine boasts a total 3501b ft of 
torque at 4,000 rpm engine speed. The powerful 
front engine and rear wheel drive promises the keen 
driver that unique out-of-the-eomer thrill chat only 
the balance of mighty torque against pin-sharp steer- 
ing can deliver. Coupled with the kind of warbling 
exhaust note that only a V 8 can make and a suspen- 
sion that allows the car to float over bumps, the Grif- 
fith is unique in today's market. 

It's a car to be taken seriously - anything with this 
kind of performance demands respect from those 
who want lo get the best out of it. 

Our prize winner will be invited to TVR’s Black- 
pool factory to see their car being built and to choose 
their own specifications including the final paint fin- 
ish. They will also be able lo attend a Performance 
Technique day to really learn how to get to grips with 
the Griffith on a nice circuit asweil as attending a 
TVR Tuscan Challenge meeting. Rules as previously 
published. 
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ENTRY FORM 


Send your completed entry form, along with six differently* 
numbered tokens (including one from the Independent 
on Sunday) to: J 

Independents Griffith 500 Prize Draw, 

PO Box 83, Welwyn Garden City, Herts AL7 ITT. . 

Closing date is 22 December 1 995 . » 
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Bryan Robson: making the most of las t alents for MftkSesbrough and England 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Third Division clubs beware: 
the circus is coming to town 


In supporting the team for 20 
years from the town which 
has held such titles as “Mur- 
der and Crime per capita Kings 
of the UK” ana “Where Scabs 
support Stags” (the latter from 
a Yorkshire Miners Newsletter, 
area 1984), a suitable analogy 
of Mansfield Town’s perfor- 
mances is that of a bob- 
sleigher’s profession - “a very 
fine dividing line between kar- 
ma and carnage”. 

In attempting to mix the 
players of Real Madrid in the 
Fifties and the Dutch style of 
the Seventies, over the past 18 
months Andy King has intro- 
duced a wonderfully cavalier 
(or in this area maybe Lhat 
should be a 3.01 Ford Capri) ap- 
proach to gaining victories. 

However, with the usual 
personnel fatter than Puskas, 
older looking than Di Slefano, 
and with Cruyff’s Total Foot- 
ball maxim usually being in- 
terpreted as “Let's change 
from 4-4-2 to 0-0-10”, we wit- 
ness sharp shooting (12 goals 
in 24 hours last Christmas: 10 
in the last two visits to Wigan), 
to suicidal defending because 
of our defence going on Abo- 
riginal-type walkabouts. This is 
not only the capitulations like 
those recently at Preston and 
at home to Bury, wbere ex-play- 
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ere, but still heroes, Wilkinson 
and Slant knocked in a hat-trick 
and four goals respectively on 
successive Saturdays, but an un- 
matched ability to snatch draws 
from the jaws of victory - 
against Scarborough in Sep- 
tember we took the lead in the 
second minute of injuiy time 
and still didn’t win. 

The affair with a lesser light 
is not like a big club manic af- 
fliction where supporters call 
for more revolutions than the 
average Peruvian freedom 
fighter, but more of a Liz Tay- 
lor/Richard Burton romance 
where despite the drink, divorce 
and destruction accounting for 
90 percent of the existence, it’s 
the once-in-a-blue-moon An- 
thony and Geopatra spectacle 
that makes you gloat, “Can you 
remember when. . .?“ 

1) In 1975 when the BBC 
cameras carrve to the flefdom of 
Field Mill for the one and only 
time to show the fifth-round FA 
Cup tie against the then bjg boys 
of Carlisle who won, “by the 


jammiest goal ever in the his- 
tory of Association Football, 
which was, by a conservative es- 
timate, 75 yards offside” ac- 
cording to my brother. L of 
course, believed him, saw noth- 
ing on TV later on to dispute 
this, and was even more upset 
when be appeared in the crowd 
during the highlights. 

2) In the 1977-78 season we 
drew 3-3 with Spure in the old 
Second Division on a pitch so 
bad that it had to be cleared of 
hippos and rice planters before 
the match could start (accord- 
ing to my brother again, a play- 
er actually drowned in the 
six-yard box during the game, 
a claim which has never been 
proved or refuted). 

3) Johnny Miller (ex-Orient 
and Norwich, not ex-LFS Ryder 
Cup) took a penalty which 
ended with the ball hitting the 
crossbar and ballooning over 
the North Stand (for the un- 
aware, a construction compa- 
rable with the away end at 

QPR). 


I hril 


Cbefsea v IMtenttam 
Gush’s calf muscle injury seems cer- 
tain to Keep him out. white Furlong (an- 
kle) has also joined the Chelsea sick 
1st. Spencer however has recovered 
and coukl now displace Stein up front 
Calderwood looks certain to keep hts 
place tn Tottenham's defence, with wu- 
son’sofl struggling with a goto injury. 

Coventry v WknMedon 
Tetter is poised to return for slugging 
Coventry after recovering from an an* 
We injury and he ts likely to replace as- 
sistant manager Strachan. who 
deputised for him. Fbr Wimbledon, skip- 
per Jones returns from a ana-match ben. 
most Bteiy to replace utBty player Skins, 
with Talboys set to keep his midfield 
place as Leonhardsen is sfflt not fafly 
recovered from flu. Repubhc of Ireland 
defender Cunningham (leg) is doubt- 
ful, while new centre-beck sitting 
Pearce is set to start against one of his 
farmer dubs. 

Everton v Sheffield Wednesday 
Everton central defender Short Is out 
with a fjoln strain and is replaced by 
Hmchdiffe. Otherwise, Everton expect 
to be unchanged. New s®ilr« Nicol, 
the 34 -year-old farmer Scottish in- 
ternational defender, gpes straight into 
the Wednesday side. Pernbridge Fa out 
after injuring a toot at Arsenal in mid- 
week, but farmer Eng and defender 
Walker is confident of burring after flu 
ruled him out of the last two matches. 


Team news 


Also added to the squad are Williams 
and gafteeper Woods, who returre from 
a loan spell at Reading. 

Manchester City v Aston Vffia 
CHy hare an untfanged side far the third 
successive match as they attempt to 
‘continue their revival. Defender Edgiffl 
has reewraed from 8 grom injury sus- 
tained in Wednesday's 1-0 victory over- 
Wimbledon, which lifted them off the 
bottom of the table far the first time 
this season. Managsr Little looks set 
to keep the side which be« Southamp- 
ton on Monday as he completes 12 
months In charge at Vida. Defender 
Ehtogu makes Ns 100th appearance. 

MHdtesbrattfi v Liverpool 
Mkttftestrough's leading scorer Ffignett 
has fafled to recover from an ankle in- 
jury. wttch means an unchanged team. 
England UtkJbt-21 international mid- 
fielder Pollock wot play with a protec- 
tive headband after haw ng 10 stitches 
inserted in a wound fadowmg a dash 
of heads with Spurs' defender Austin 
in midweek. CoHymore and Ruddock 
keep their places as Liverpool manag- 
er Evans, eteo selects an unchanged 
«am. Ruddock keeps our Scales in de- 
fence, whfle Coliymore has another op- 


to Rush. Striker Hendrfe could win a 


place on the bench after a goaf in the 
4-1 midweek reserve game win over 
Barnsley. 

N ew cas tle v Leeds 
Former England Under-21 midfielder 
Clark, who has missed three matches 
with AduDes tendon trouble. Is ready 
to start for Newcastle. Ferdinand, the 
Premiership's top scorer with 18 goals, 
has recovered torn his anMe Injury and 
Northern Ireland wirier Gfflesple (faoO 
Is now fit Brofin. Usds' new £4.5m 
sitting, has been cleared to makeftis 
debut, the FootoaH As so ci a tion yes- 
today received the Swede's MemaBonal 
clearance from Itsly.so he Is Included 
In Howard WaWnsoo's squad. Breton has 
pi^ed just seven competitive senes this 
season and Wilkinson may be tempt- 
ed to start him on the bench. Jfembertan 
Is a@3in out througi suspension and PW1 
Masings is also unavailable with a gram 
infm* 

South a mpton v BoHon 

Venison and Bennett face late fitness 
tests before Southampton name their 
.ride. New skiing venison has mfeaed 
the last two matches with a back in- 
jury white wfrigar Bennett sustained a 
thigh strain after coming on as a sub- 
stitute in the defeat against Aston Vil- 
la. Bolton are hoping to have defender 


4) May 1987 - Our big day 
wit! TWenty thousand disciples 
(including ray mother and sis- 
ter, who had never seen them 
before or since - usually, I 
don’t blame them) throwing 
about donkey jackets as the 
mighty yellow machine stuffed 
Bristol City 4-3 on penalties in 
the Sherpa \kn thingy at Wem- 
bley after two hours of proba- 
bly the most tedious pile of 
garbage ever played in that 
stadium. 

Personally, forget your 
WimWedons and Wycombes, I 
prefer my team to be a small 
fish in a small pond, meeting 
and beating Leeds in the cups 
and Lincoln (occasionally) in 
the league. (Europe? Forget it. 
The closest we came was in be- 
ing beaten by Workington in 
h sy Knockout?). My one am- 
bition is for us to play Liver- 
pool away in the FA Cup, go 
one down and then blitz the 
Kop in the second half to go 
5- 1 up with two minutes to go, 
safe in the knowledge that 
with an X inscribed on my 
fixed-odds coupon, we may 
aill scramble a draw before los- 
ing honourably in the replay. 

Third Division clubs be- 
ware: the circus is coming to 
town. Conjurors or chim- 
panzees? It’s anyone’s guess. 


Stubbs back after missing the test two 
games with AchMes problems. They wflj 
be without - injured winger Lee but 
skipper Patterson, sent off against 
Wea Ham, will continue In a wide rote 
ashis suspension does not start until 
next weekend. 

Wist Ham v QPR 

West Ham manager Redknapp looks 
prepared to keep Harives at feH-back 
lor. a thW. successive match, which 
mla out a^fn. Vtest 
Ham. with only one defeat In their last 
sereri League games, aim to continue 
tnafc Impressive run ty breaking their : 
Upton Park Jinx - they have only won 

one homejSHhetfts season. Fcxmer 1 
frigand Striker Hatetey Is set for his 
Que&i s Parte Ranaars debut - two 
monttg after s^ning for the London club 

fromRangere for £lm - after recover- 
ing from an ankle operation. MfdfieW- 
er HoBoway Is back after susperston, 
but fan-back Sardsiey has one game 
of his three- match ban sttt to serve 
TOMORROW 
Arsenal v Blackburn 
Backbwn, hoplngto improve their dto- 
mal away record, wffl again be without 
irpreo centre-half Ffearee but they wel- 
oonrre teek Norwegian Bohinen. hero 
of last week s 7-0 victory over his for- 
^i^ b , Nt £ t ? ng ^ aTT1 forest He was 
.jnehgbte for Wednesday's Champions' 
League match and stands by to be re- 
called at the ©penae of WarhursL 
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Like Manchester City victories, you wait all season for an intelligent 
football history and suddenly two appear in the same month 


If you want to watch your armchair 
football in style, take a tip from 
Mongo Faya, a serious bigwig in 
Cameroon. Mongo likes to tunc in 
: to the televised footie from the com- 
fort of his harem, sitting on a 
throne, surrounded by scores of 
wives and a small array of children, 
one wife at his feet gently fanning 
him with a -banana leaf. 

At half-tune, to tide him through 
the adverts. Mongo summons up bis 
ownjpersonal band, to which a cho- 
rus luieof wives perform a jig. This 
is a saucy little number involving 
much pelvic thrusting which suggests 
the dancers are offering up some- 
thing of a commercial of their own, 
personal service. 

Mongo then has his half-time 
snaefc No Wagon Wheel and Bovril 
option for him. He is presented with 
a -full four-course dinner, which 
three select wives proceed to spoon 


feed him. Talk about fantasv 
football. 

You can see Mongo in action on 
Vie Final Kick, on BBC2 tonight. An 
update of the old Jeremy Beadle line 
about “you watching us watching you 
watching them", the programme 
placed cameras in 40 different coun- 
tries to observe the locals as they 
tuned in to last year's World Cup fi- 
nal, the broadcast that accrued the 
biggest audience in television history, 
an estimated two billion. 

It makes compelling viewing: the 
German with a belly the size of Ro- 
mano hauling a barrel of beer up to 
his fiat; a group of prisoners in Be- 
lorussia male-bonding more inti- 
mately than might be deemed 
strictly necessary, the family gath- 
ering in Buenos Aires who get a bit 
confused and start chanting “Ar- 
gentina” at their telly. Indeed, it is 
something of a relief to discover. 


from this insight into (he world's 
viewing habits, that pointless 
screaming at the box during football 
matches is not a characteristic 
restricted to our household. 

Significantly, since the film was 
produced by a 'German, no cameras 
were pointed at Britons. Our con- 
tribution to the football event of the 
millennium was restricted to com- 
mentary on the match. But it 
seems our lads got cvctywhcrc: the 
locals listened to Barry Davies in 
India; Martin Tyler talked the pa- 
trons of a Tokyo sushi bar through 
the tension; and in Kingston, Ja- 
maica, a bunch of noisy fans were 
informed by Trevor Brooking that 
possibly, perhaps, maybe the Ital- 
ians might just about he perhaps 
on top, possibly. 

The programme’s climax is, in- 
evitably, the same as the match's: the 
penalty shoot-out. Tears tumble in 


Jim White 



ON SATURDAY 

Rio; an Italian in a Turin bar 
breathes nervously through the par- 
ty squeaker he had been blowing en- 
thusiastically all night; in Malaysia 
a bunch of fishmongers look sick at 
the end. They had doubtless put a 
couple of thousand each on Rober- 
to Baggio scoring. 


What the programme's emotion- 
racking coda reminds us more than 
anything, however, is this no greater 
drama has man contrived than the 
penalty shoot-out. The moment 
Baggio missed was a demonstration 
of nemesis which could not be bet- 
tered by any Greek tragedian, a de- 
finitive exposition of hubris - pride 
coming before a fall witnessed by a 
third of the earth's population. 

I have learnt analysis like that, in- 
cidentally. from watching the tele- 
vision this autumn. As if the 
schedules weren't furred up enough 
with coverage of actual football 
matches, my video has been work- 
ing overtime picking up the nu- 
merous histories, sociologies and 
nostalgia-fcsts presently being of- 
fered up. As Wordsworth might have 
said: bliss it is to be alive in that dawn 
of multiple television channels, but 
to be a football fan is very heaven. 


For the selective viewer, every night 
is football night. 

Monday saw the end of Kicking 
and Screaming, a series which com- 
bined sociology, nostalgia and 
sheepskin coats to considerable ef- 
fect. And last night Football Fuss- 
ball, Voeibal continued its history of 
the game in Europe with a look at 
British involvement on the Conti- 
nent {the focus was historical, for- 
tunately. Had it concentrated on this 
years performance, it would have 
been a very short programme 
indeed). 

Like Manchester City victories, 
you wait all season for an intelligent- 
football history and suddenly two ap- 
pear in the same month. What's 
more, both series were on BBC2. As 
is tonight's delightful programme, as 
will be the new series of the un- 
missable Fantasy Football League, 
which begins an 18-week run on 22 


December, and as was, last year's 
eight-hour fesl of footie. Coal TV - 

Indeed, under Michael Jackson, 
its programme controller, BBC2 ap- 
pears to have become the football 
sociology channel, the place where 
the nuances are explored, a sort of 
Homby-vision. 

On it you rarely get to see any- 
one lacking a ball, but boy do you 
see a lot of comedians howling 
with laughter about dodgy side- 
burns. And for the sad and socially 
dysfunctional like me. that makes i’l 
essential viewing 

In the end though, as the mem- 
ory of Baggio's ballooning miss 
proves, nothing can ever substitute 
for the game itself. However hard 
you try, you cannot imagine Mon- 
go Faya hunkering down in his 
harem' in Cameroon to watch Fan- 
tasy Football League. Even if Patsy 
Kensit is one of the captains. 



Newcastle ready 
to reap revenge 


If there has been one certainty 
so far in the Premiership it has 
been the irresistibility of New- 
castle United at home. The no- 
tion that there is no such thing 
as an easy match among Eng- 
land’s top flight docs not sit too 
comfortably when the leaders 
have been banging in between 
two and three goals every time 
they have turned up at Si James’ 
Park. 

Newcastle have played seven 
League matches on their own 
turf and their record reads: 21 
points, 18 goals for and only 
three against Les Ferdinand, in 
particular, loves the place hav- 
ing scored 11 times u front of 
his new and adoring supporters. 

A home banker then against 
Leeds United today? It would 
seem likely, except that the vis- 
itors were the only team to beat 
Newcastle at. St James’ last sea- 
son, a result that ultimately let 
Leeds into the Uefa Cup at the 
expense of their victims that day. 


Guy Hodgson on 

football's Premier 
League programme 
this weekend 

“There is an element of re- 
venge,” Robert Lee, the New- 
castle midfield player, said. “I 
think we were bullied out of it 
that day. We’re stronger now 
though; Idon’l think anyone can 
bully us now." 

Les Ferdinand and Keith 
Gillespie both trained yester- 
day morning for the first time 
this week and arc likely to be 
fit. Leeds meanwhile received 
international clearance yes- 
terday to play their £4.5m 
Swedish striker, Tomas Brolin. 
Whether he will start the 
match is open to debate, how- 
ever. 

“Ibmasisnot properly match 
fit," the Leeds manager. 
Howard Wilkinson, said, “and 


Aberdeen on 
their guard 

David McKinney previews tomorrow's 
Coca-Cola Cup final at Hampden Park 


Dundee need look no further 
than Raith Rovers' exploits last 
season to give themselves the 
belief that they can win the 
Coca-Cola Cup when they face 
Aberdeen at Hampden in to- 
morrow's final. 

Rovers, from the First Divi- 
sion. proved last season that 
miracles are possible even in the 
all-loo-predictable world of 
Scottish football when they 
beat Celtic at Ibrox to lift the 
trophy. It is that triumph which 
will give Dundee hope and 
place Aberdeen on their guard. 

If you need proof of miracles 
Jim Duffy is your man. Five years 
after being told he might not 
walk again after severing knee 
ligaments at Ibrox. the Dundee 
player-manager is featuring at 
the heart of their defence. Duffy 
returned to the game two years 
after retiring in 1987. deter- 
mined to play for as long as he 
is able, ana as he approaches his 
37th birthday he will be in- 
volved in his first major final. 

“It will be a major highlight 
for me and without doubt it will 
be as proud a day as I could 
have wished for in football.” 

While Duffy polishes his boats 
Dundee supporters are prepar- 
ing for their first cup final in IS 
years and it is 22 years since Tom- 
my Gemmill inspired Dundee to 
victory in this competition 
against his former dub, Celtic. 

The new (rids on the Dundee 
block hold the key to victory. 
While the defence can be over- 
ly generous, Jim Hamilton and 
Neil McCann have been re- 


Leopards must 
change spots 

BastotbaD 

London Leopards are under- 
pressure for tomorrow’s Bud- 
weiser League game against 
Doncaster Panthers, with their 
coach, Billy Mims, threatening 
to make changes, writes Dun- 
can Hooper. 

The iak straw for the Amer- 
ican was Wednesday night’s 
98-96 defeat away to Leicester 
City Riders, when the London 
Arena-based chib squandered a 
nine-point lead in the final three 
minutes. 

After the Leopards' third de- 
feat in seven league games, 
Mims said: “It’s obvious some- 
thing ’*; broken on this team and 
IH db whatever I have to do to 
put it right" 


warded for sparkling perfor- 
mances by inclusion in Lbe Scot- 
land Under-21 side which has 
qualified for the quarter-finals of 
the European Championships. 
Behind them, Morten Wrigborst, 
the Dane, provides menace from 
midfield and it is to these three 
that Dundee, whose chairman. 
Ron Dixon, flew in from Van- 
couver yesterday to end a 13- 
momh absence from Tayside, will 
look for a malcbwinner. 

Their chances of success will 
depend on how well they cope 
with the occasion against an Ab- 
erdeen side increasingly confi- 
dent after their 2-1 win over 
Rangers in the semi-finaL 

But if there is any complacency 
Roy Aitken, looking for his first 
trophy as a manager, will be quick 
to remind his players that Celtic 
were equally confident last sea- 
son. *T won many honours as a 
player but it would mean some- 
thing very special to me if I was 
able to win this cup as a manag- 
er for the first time," he said. 

A similar display to the one 
against Rangers should be 
enough to ensure red and white 
ribbons will hang from Ab- 
erdeen’s first trophy in five 
years, but, against that, Dundee 
have disposed of Premier Divi- 
sion opposition in Kilmarnock 
and Hearts in reaching the finaL 

Aberdwn (bom*** Watt: Gian. Mis. 
Smith, McKimrie, Jess, Bernard. Mflw, 
(Bass. Boom. Dodds. sudsutatM [fton* 
Mm or Stflfle, Shower. H&ttmaon. 
Thomson, nvtoe, Robertson. 

Dundee (poaMe): Paguud; McQueen, 

Mm (from): Ramaitfwm, McGijnn or Math- 
ere. OsrP. Mcflah. Andaman, McKeown. 


fitness is not like medicine; 
you can't take it and suddenly 
be better. It’s something you 
have to work on and acquire." 
Nevertheless Brolin should 
make an appearance as a sub- 
stitute at lie very least. 

Liverpool’s visit to Middles- 
hrough is a meeting of teams hy- 
ing to adjust their styles (o suit 
expensive purchases. Boro are 
trying to use the long ball less 
to accommodate £4.75m Jun- 
inho while the visitors, whose de- 
livery of the final ball can 
sometimes take more time than 
the Christmas post, are looking 
at Route One instead of Route 
101 to make the most of their 
£8 .5m striker, Stan Collymore. 
“Sian has to learn our way of do- 
ing things." Roy Evans, the Liv- 
erpool manager, said, “but we 
also have to adjust to him. We 
need to get the ball through to 
him more quickly." 

Alan Ball is having to adjust, 
too, to rarefied heights after 
Manchester City's win over 
Wimbledon on Wednesday 
which moved them to third 
L from bottom. They face Aston 
Villa who also risked vertigo in 
' midweek after reaching third 
place. “Ws need a good result," 
Ball said, “because four teams 
down the bottom with us are 
playing each other today. We 
know some of them wifl be pick- 
ing up points." 

The four in question are bot- 
tom-placed Coventry who face 
Wimbledon with a record of two 
points from their last nine 
matches, while Southampton, 
back in trouble with two suc- 
cessive defeats, play host to 
Bolton. Coventry’s plight was 
made worse by the 4-0 thrash- 
ing by Manchester United on 
Wednesday, a result their man- 
ager, Ron Atkinson, described 
as “the worst hiding I can re- 
member for a long time”. 

Coventry have made their 
worst start since 1919 with one 
win in 14 matches, and Atkin- 
son this week received the poi- 
soned chalice of a vote of 
confidence. “At this moment 
things are not too bright," he 
said, “but I have always believed 
in being positive. Wimbledon is 
the most important game for this 
dub since I came here." 

Joe Kinnear, his Wimble- 
don counterpart, will scarcely be 
underplaying the occasion ei- 
ther as ius side are faring no 
better with only one point to 
show from their last nine games. 

A game with the emphasis on 
defence is likely at Highfield 
Road although the best stoppers 
of the day will be in evidence ai 
the Abbey Stadium when Cam- 
bridge meet Tbrquay United. 
The match is being sponsored 
by the Cambridge and Hunt- 
ingdon Health Promotions Ser- 
vice whose local campaign for 
World Aids Day will indude 
free condoms for any adult 
supporter who asks for them. 
Wmcb makes a change from the 
normal request of a meat pie 
and a cup of Bovril. 



John Daly, the Open champion, launches into Ms second shot at the 12th during yesterday’s play m the second round of the Australian Open at 
Kingston Heath, Metbowne. Daly finished the day tied with Greg Norman at three under, three shots off the lead Photograph: Allsport 


Absent Seles 
gives Spain 
advantage 


Fraser’s goal may ensure Atlanta passage 


Tennis 


The absence of the joint world 
No 1, Monica Seles, has left 
Spain as the favourites to beat 
the United States in the Ffed Cup 
final starting in Vhlenda today. 

The defending champions, 
led by world No 2 Condbita Mar- 
tinez and No 3 Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario. have the advantage of 
being at borne and playing on 
their favourite surface - clay. 

Seles pulled out earlier this 
week to take time off to recov- 
er from injuries. Sbe is replaced 
by 19-year-old Chanda Rubin, 
15th in the WTA rankings, who 
win open the tie against Martinez. 

The American Maiy Joe Fer- 
nandez, ranked eighth in the 
world and drawn to meet 
Sanchez Vicario in today’s sec- 
ond singles, said the surface 
would hdp the home side. “Log- 
ically it favours the Spaniards. 
They are the best in the world 
on these slow courts," she said. 

Gigi Fernandez, the world No 
1 doubles player, and Lindsay 
Davenport team up for tomor- 
row's doubles against Martinez 
and Sanchez Vicario. 


Hockey 

BILL C0LW1LL 
re ports from Cape Town 
Great Britain 
Argentina 


Sue Fraser, the Scottish de- 
fender, will be certain to re- 
member ber 150th international 
appearance after slamming 
home Britain's seventh penal- 
ty corner in the last second of 
their game against Argentina 
here yesterday. 

The draw all but ensured 
Britain’s passage to next year’s 
Olympics in Atlanta, while Ar- 
gentina are definitely through. 


Karen Brown, who fractured 
her skull earlier in the week, 
watched from the stands. “It was 
an unbelievable ending. Filins 
end like that - not hockey 
matches," she said. 

With Jane Sixsmith on song, 
Britain were quickly into their 
stride and it was the Sutton 
Coldfield striker who won a free 
hit just outside the circle in the 
14th minute. Mandy Nicholls 
got behind the Argentina de- 
fence to score her first goal of 
the tournament from Diane 
Renflson’s free hit. 

Conceding an unnecessary 
penalty comer in the 23ra 
minute, Britain allowed Ar- 
gentina to equalise, Paula 


Castelli getting the first of her 
two goals, the second coming 10 
minutes after the interval when 
Britain failed to clear their lines 
and paid the price for some 
sloppy defending 

Knowing that at least one 
point was essential, Britain 
stormed into the attack with Sfr- 
sraith leading the way with great 
determination and skill. Her 
crosses from the right brought 
two outstanding saves from Mar- 
iana AmaJ in Argentina’s goal. 

With three minutes to go, a 
mazy run from Sixsmith ended 
in a penalty comer with AmaJ 
blocking Fraser’s shot and what 
appeared to be Britain's last 
chance when Sixsmith smashed 


the follow-up into the side 
boards. But with three seconds 
remaining - from another penal- 
ty oomer- Fraser struck, with the 
ball hitting the backboards as the 
final hooter sounded. 

South Korea beat Germany 
2-1 to lop the table with both 
teams joining Argentina in qual- 
ifying for Atlanta. 

GREAT BRITAIN: J Thompson ffpswichj; 5 
Fraser (Grow). J AtWns (Bradford Swiihen- 
bank, capo. D RaoHson (Edmbtrgni. L Cope 
(Balaam tetcesteri; M Dairies iSuUon], P 
Robaitoon (Growei. T HOer iCMtoru; M 
Mchofe (9 m0i), J Stamttti (Suton), A Ben- 
nett (Slough). Substitutes used: R simp- 
son (Edinburgh), s MacDonald (GJasgm 
Wesieml, C Cook iH&nawn). 

ARGENTINA: M Amah S MacKeme, M Are*- 
ga; S Coivalan. J Cartel Lan; G Senctez 
Cape, A Gamtero. J tomoM: h Mawna. V 
One«). p Caste!». Substitutes used: G Par-v- 
eto, X Cameron, G Ropum. 


Britain examine options for Olympic qualifier 


PETER COLW1LL 


Great Britain play their second 
international against Argentina 
today at Hounslow making six 
changes to the squad which 
won 4-2 at Reading, with a view 
to examining aO their options be^ 
fore announcing the squad for 
the Olympic qualifier next week. 

The women's National 
League continues after a one- 


week gap, with Bracknell and 
Doncaster the only Premier 
Division dubs unaffected by the 
absence of players in Cape 
Town with Great Britain. 

High town, who are one point 
clear at the top, are at home to 
Doncaster, still seeking their 
first win. The meeting between 
second-placed Sutton Canada 
Life and Slough, who are level 
on points, will test the limited 
resources of the Berkshire chib. 


In the men’s National 
League tomorrow, the leaders. 
Old Loughtonians, have a dif- 
ficult away match at third place 
Southgate, who are one point 
behind them. 

Second-placed Cannock trav- 
el to Barford for what should be 
a high-scoring Midlands derby, 
featuring the league’s two lead- 
ing scorers, Bobby Crutchley 
and Dharminder Singh, in op- 
position. 


Reading, in fourth place, 
will be looking for three points 
from the visit of lowly placed 
Stourport, who picked up their 
first points last weekend 
against their fellow stragglers. 
Trojan 5 . 

Becston, top of the Second 
Division with the only 100 per 
cent record, are at home to 
Slough, who may have turned 
the corner after two wins last 
weekend. 


SPORTING DIGEST 
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Mercurial trainer 


atty calls in advisers after Blackburn snov 

®ll said that Batty had asked for the [tomorrow]. Their future is not fore I was able to focus. I have “The hardest job now is to get SheffieldWednesday today and Rangers, 

rrrrr weekend to give him the in dnnht J tMc <4nh * fpit worse hot I don’t know bade some unitv." Harford said, on Monday the dub will begm wrath of the 



football 

GUY HODGSON 

David Batty yesterday called in 
his advisers after a" meeting 
with the Blackburn manager, 
Ray Harford, to discuss what 
punishment he should receive 
for his part in the brawl with 
Graeme Le Saux during the 
Champions' League match 
against Spartak Moscow on 
Wednesday. 

A statement from the club 


said that Batty had asked for the 
weekend to give him the 
opportunity to consider his 
position. 

Harford spoke to both play- 
ers yesterday and afterwards 
confirmed that a suspension was 
not considered appropriate. 

“1 Spoke to the chair man 
and we agreed how we would 
handle it,” he said. “I have 
also spoken to both players 
and whatever action we take it 
will not affect their prospects of 
playing against Arsenal 


[tomorrow]. Their future is not 
m doubt at this dub." 

The incident happened four 
minutes into the match when 
the players collided accidentally. 
Le Saux erupted in a flurry of 
punches after allegedly 
being goaded by Batty and the 
pair had to be separated. 

Harford admitted the clash 
affected both the team, who lost 
3-0, and himself. “I found it dif- 
ficult to concentrate properly on 

the game after it happened 
and it was maybe half-time be- 


fore 1 was able to focus. I have 
felt worse but I don't know 
when. It was not a nice for any- 
one connected with die chib and 
not nice for anyone watching.'’ 
Batty refused to talk to re- 

S Driers when he arrived at 
Iackbum's Brockhall training 
ground yesterday, while Le 
Saux was having an X-ray on his 
left hand - thought to have been 
injured in the fracas. The full- 
back has apologised for the in- 
cident, describing himself as 
"unprofessional’'. 


“The hardest job now is to get 
back some unity," Harford said. 
“The team spirit has been ter- 
rific here. We won the champi- 
onship because of it-" 

Duncan Ferguson was- re- 
leased from Glasgow's Barlin- 
nie Prison in the early hours of 
yesterday morning after serving 
44 days of a three-month sen- 
tence. His leaving eclipsed his 
arrival, the Everton striker de- 
parting in a Daimler. 

He will be a guest of honour 
at Evert on’s home match against 


on Monday the dub will begin 
the fight to overturn a 12 -match 
suspension imposed by the Scot- 
tish Football Association. 

Feiguson, the first profes- 
sional to be jailed for an on-field 

assault cm a fellow player- in his 

case, against Raiih's John Mc- 
Stay while playing for Rangers 
in April 1994 - must still serve 
n'me games of his 12-match ban. 
Everton are being backed, how- 
ever. by the Professional Foot- 
ballers’ Association in their plea 


refer- 

ee supervisor. They are refus- 
ing to commit themselves to 
allowing three ofTheirpIaye^ 
including Paul Gascoigne, _ to 
attend a disciplinary hearing 
next Thursday. 

Wimbledon are prepared to 
sell Dean Holdsworth in order 
to raise cash to buy players. In- 
terested clubs. like Chelsea, 
should start bidding at £4m. 


■ Fife, football’s world gp/- 
Sming. body, has 
weight behind opposition to: 
Jean-Marc Bosnian s coMt yg- 
tory which threatens the trans- 
fer system in Europe. j\n 
international ox^nisatiou^ 
oiv cannot operate property 
unless regulations are-umyer : - 
sally applied, and any other ap- 
proach would lead to.senous 
problems, " Fife sank addipg; 
that the independent status of 
the 18 associations concerned 
could also be jeopardised: . - . . 


Malcolm fires 
more blanks 
for England 



Cricket 

MARTIN JOHNSON 
reports from Bloemfontein 
England 316-4 dec and 121-1 
Orange Free State 245-9 dec 


Bloemfontein is just the kind of 
town where you would expect to 
find a Last Chance Saloon, but 
in terms of next week's second 
Test. Devon Malcolm and John 
Crawley appear to have walked 
through the door just in lime to 
see the towels on the pumps and 
the barman stacking the chairs. 

Crawley's classy, unbeaten 69 
yesterday has been rendered 
largely irrelevant by Raymond 
Illingworth's decision not to 
tamper with the top six. "It 
would be unfair to chop and 
change after just one innings of 
the series," he said. However, 
as the chairman unilaterally 
changed a team after it had 
been selected on one occasion 
last summer, perhaps Crawley 
has not entirely given up hope. 

The same cannot be said of 
Malcolm, who is bowling like a 
man dispossessed. Illingworth, 
tried his best to be kind yester- 
day, when he said that Mal- 
colm’s "body language was a 
little bit better", but Raymond’s 
own body language suggested 
that if he thought Malcolm was 
just about capable of bowling a 
hoop downhill, ji would have to 
be a particularly steep gradient. 

Malcolms team-males also 
tried the sympathy treatment 
yesterday, or at least that was the 
only logical assumption for sev- 
eral choruses of “well bowled. 
Dev" as another innocuous de- 
livery wandered down well wide 
of the stumps, and the captain's 
real faith in him could be more 
accurately gauged by five men in 
the covers and none in the slips. 

Sadly. Malcolm's own body 


language involves that familiar 
falling away in the delivery 
stride, and an arm too low to ex- 
tract any genuine bounce. Fur- 
thermore, any lingering prospect 
of a Test place in Johannesburg 
disappeared when he was 
spanked around Springbok Park 
by an lS-y ear-old schoolboy. 

Hendrik Dippenaar, a South 
African Under-19 tourist to 
England last summer, attends 
the same local college that pro- 
duced Allan Donald. Kepler 
Wessels and Hansie Cronje, 
and the feet that this was his first- 
class debut did not inhibit him 
from dispatching a Malcolm 
bouncer over square leg for six. 

England’s best bowler yes- 
terday, if only by a short head 
from Peter Martin, was Do mini c 
Cork, who managed to find a 
good deal more pace and 
bounce than Malcolm. Cork is 
no economy model, though, 
and while most people would 
not have to think too long for 
an answer if asked whether 
Cork or Malcolm had conced- 
ed more runs per over in Test 
cricket, most people would get 
it wrong. 

Where Cork does scoreovCr 
bowlers of his relatively modest- 
pace, however, is in aggres- 
sion. Cronje, the South African., 
captain, is considered to be a bit 
on the windy side when it comes 
to the short stuff, and after Cork 
had persuaded Cronje that the 
back foot was a safer option 
than the front one, he plucked 
out his off stump with a ball of 
much fuller length. 

Up until then, the combina- 
tion of watching England's 
bowlers struggle, and the news 
that Shaun Pollock had taken 
five wickets for his State side, 
did not greatly augur well for 
next week, but the two sessions 
after Junch were a significant 
improvement, and Crawley's 


increased agility in the field also 
brought him two fine catches. 

Richard Illingworth picked 
up three late wickets - includ- 
ing Dippenaaris to a thin-edged 
cut -ana although England will 
undoubtedly be tempted to 
pick four seamers next week if, 
as they suspect, the Test pitch 
turns out to be a little greener 
and juicier than the last one, 
Illingworth will probably keep 
hisplace in an unchanged ride. 

The one batsman England did 
not need to make runs here duly 
failed to do so, Michael Ather- 
ton confirming his reputation of 
failing to rise to the small occa- 
sion with scores of 0 and 13. His 
hoik to short midwicket yester- 
day was particularly ghastly, but 
Crawley and Mark Ramprakash 
handsomely extended England's 
first-innings lead of 71. 

Interestingly, given that 
Crawley and Ramprakash are 
effectively competing for the 
same Tfest match batting posi- 
tion on this tour, there were two 
decidedly hafry run-out calls. 

(Second day of One: En&and won mss) 
ENGLAND - Fkat bwh «s 316 for 4 (G P 
Thtroe 131no. A J Stewart 1KJL 

ORANGE FREE STATE - Ffrit baring* 

. (Ownraftt 36 for 01 

0 Jorriean c Sttwart b Mateotoi 52 

G F-J ttafiienbogc Crawley b Martin .30 

*WJCraniebCoric — -30 

LJWBdnson c Stewart HHatt 19 

J.FVenw UnbCoA 4 

« H H-Mppenaac c StBWart b UKngpnrm ..46 

C F Craven c Crawley 6 Martin — 5 

N Bote itm b Engwwth 45 

H C Baktas not out 3 

IP J L Radley Itrwb . — _0 

Bona Ob/ wl ntx3l - 41 

Total dor 9 4ac. Reran! 245 

F* 1-74. 2-112. 3-122. 4-129, S-159. 6- 
176, 7-232. 8-245. 9-245. 

Mart fab NWPratOnu*. 

Brake Malcofcn 15-2-59-1; llott 10-1-37- 
1; Cork 13-2-40-2: WngMUtti 19*608; Mar- 
tin 12-3-45-2; Rampratesh 3-1-7 -0. 

EMBtAND - Second hirings 

1 P Crawley not our @9 

*M A Atherton c Cronje b Craven 13 

M ft Ramprakash not out — 47 

Bdmibl r*l) -2 

Total (fir 1, 38 men) 121 

FA 1-44. 

To tab fA J Siewan. G P Thorpe, r a Snath, 
D G Osrk, M C Holt. R K Nmgywrtti. P J Mar- 
tin, D E Malcolm. 

nmiaqu FWttWus 6-0-22-0; BaMces 6 - 212 - 
0; Craven 63-10-1; Crorie 2-0-14-0; Bcje 10- 
3-41-0; vamer 7-1-160; Jortaan 1-0- 5-0. 




Hansie Crortfe, the South African captain, has his off stump removed by Dominic Cork at Springbok Park yesterday 


Photograph; Derek Cox/RA 


Wales start to sing along to England’s tune 


Rugby Union 

STEVE BALE 

English and Welsh officials 
have reached agreement on 
dovetailing their domestic sea- 
sons and even on a preferred 
lime for the Five Nations’ 
Championship - at the very end 
of the season - after a highly 
confidential meeting attended 
by a handful of influential fig- 
ures in the game this week. 

“ Wc have been singing off the 
same songshect to a greater de- 
gree than the public hitherto be- 


lieved." one leading adminis- 
trator said last night Thus the 
Welsh Rugby Union is now in 
accord with Rugby Football 
Union proposals contained in 
the recent RFU commission 
report for the participation of 
four English and four Welsh 
clubs in an expanded Euro- 
pean competition next autumn 
wilh a parallel Anglo-Welsh 
championship to include the six 
remaining English and eight 
Welsh First Division clubs. 

The respective national 
leagues - in England the 
Courage Cubs’ Championship 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


and in V&les the successor to the 
Heine ken League if the present 
sponsors withdraw as expected at 
the end of this season - would 
continue over the season. The 
Wielsh appear to have accepted 
also that to stage the Five Nations 
during May would maximise its 
television earning polentiaL 
The financial imperative has 
become more significant than 
ever in view of the belligerence 
of English and Welsh clubs to- 
wards their unions- Talks with 
broadcasters and sponsors have 
led the clubs to expect they 
could independently strike 


ACROSS 


deals worth £110m over three 
seasons, with clubs each gross- 
ing as much as £lm annually. 

This appears to be dependent 
cm the establishment of a fully 
fledged Anglo-Welsh league 
that would wholly supersede the 
present separate arrangements 
in each country as well as the 
RFU/WRU plans for a sub-Eu- 
ropean Anglo-Welsh competi- 
tion that would of ncccssity 
excludc the most successful 
dubs, i.c. those who had qual- 
ified for Europe. 

Meanwhile the RFU. which 
has been having its own talks 


with broadcasters, anticipates 
that the vast sums being 
bandied about would be sus- 
tainable only if the package in- 
cluded the Five Nations’ 
Championship. 

JTV’s three-year investment 
of up to £20m in the fledgling 
European Cup. which has be- 
gun without English participa- 
tion. is therefore taken at 
Twickenham to be a down-pay- 
ment before the next Five Na- 
tions con tract comes up lor 
negotiation next year and there 
is no interest in the rights to 
domestic rugby .'done. 
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The first five correct solutions to this week's puzzle opened next Thurs- 
day receive bard backed copies of the excellent Chambers Biographical 
Dictionary, worth £35. Answers and winners’ names will be published 
nxt Saturday. Send solutions to Saturday Crossword, P. O. Box 4018. The 
Independent, 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London £14 5BL. Please 
use the box number and postcode. Last week’s winners wens Mr A R 
IhnrcJl. Wokingham: MS Young. West Sussex; Miss W McKinnon, Glas- 
gow; SW Johnson, Leicester Michael Wealleans, Peimortham, Preston. 



Magazin e taken by two doctors - The Hob- 
byist?(S) 

l^^r^inc^nan, crae^mmers^in study (4) 
Used witticism the wrong way. defendant ac- 
cepts (10) 

Pop a question not entirely impervious to 
sense? (6) 

Lift to reveal solution (8) 

Northern hillside over in outskirts of Newiy? 
Not far off (6] 

Reason pupil's inserted a few words (6) 
Expresses criticism of wine containers used 
by pub (S) 

Simple calculator for keeping an account in 
a business (6) 

Owe gainful employment to produce from 
Africa - son of pheasant (6, 4) 

Do office work - it offers variety (4) 

Erica's left to consume toast (6} 

Pay grannies to work? (S) 


Friday's solution 


HE0E 0QQ0BEBE 
DQSaflQflCl 
□EQEIEmHnQQQClHE 
nnEBE]00B 
□□uaauutiu Diana 
a □ m q □ □ 
BHQBQEE OnEUPIB 
BED 0 0 0 

□EEIEIEB □BBQSDE 
a 0 h 0 o n 
asna hbebbqehje 
QflHDJBllBfl 
BEHBflanBEBQQQQH 
□ OHQaBQQ 
nBSHSunaH BnmH 


1 Coarse doth one humps around (K) 

2 Vegetation growing beneath iron ships (4) 

5 Palaeolithic era discovered in the nineties? 

(3. 3) 

4 Two explosive devices to be dismantled be- 
fore soldiers can enter? (8) 

5 Sort of tour a carol singers made 1 10) 

6 Look over half-finished lava tones in pavilion 
tb) 

S High level of sound entitled by bat? f 6) 

13 Enclosed square found in Exeter or Lincoln, 
typically (lUj 

16 Current support for footballer - he'll make 
a complaint (S) 

IS Retinue mostly keen to catch joke (St 

19 Landed with spots, painful, with lops com- 
ing off (6) 

21 Judgement on university people about to be 
overturned 16) 

22 Appeal from everybody over Yorkshire Wa- 
ter (6) 

24 Body of troops one league behind 44) 

Last Saturday's solution 


UUHKIQD HI 13 13 13 U U 

□ a u a a h u 

IdUUUDHUU EDG3UHU 

U U U U H H B OJ 

liiQiaiaiflaciHuaiaaHHci 

U U II H H 01 
EUUBQUHCl BHSQB 
a a □ b 

la a a b 

lULdUBDU UUUHUUUUL3 


Vernon Pugh, the WRU 
chairman, reported the conclu- 
sions of this week's meeting to 
liis union's general committee 
on Thursday. So far there has 
been no equivalent report-back 
in England but as the “agree- 
ment” would seem In satisfy the 
RFU commission's require- 
ments in almost every particu- 
lar it is inconceivable there 
could he any credible objection. 

Thai will not be the end of the 
matter. England and Wales to- 
gether may now form an unlikely 
alliance among the Five Nations, 
but the Scots and Irish still 
need to be persuaded and the 
French have for years objected 
to any attempt to encroach on 
the climax of their dub cham- 
pionship in May and June. 

Then there Is the sticking- 
poini between the unions and 
the Anglo-Welsh clubs. The 
formation of a united front be- 
tween Twickenham and Cardiff 
Arms Park is a necessary de- 
fence against the hostility of 
clubs who have so far had a 
dusty response to their demand 
for all the proceeds of European 
and cross-border rugby. 

Last night there was vet 
another meeting of the main 
Anglo-Welsh cluh representa- 
tives, and today WRU officials 
are to meet their First Division 
clubs. On both sides of Offa’s 
Dyke the clubs hove formed 
themselves into limited com- 
panies and arc being advised by 
leading marketing firms in what 
may end up as two unilateral de- 
clarations of independence if 
the most lurid prognostications 
became reality. 

Gallagher in the crossfire, 
page 27 


HAVE YOU GOT 
WHflTIT 
TRUES? 
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THINK ( ] CHOIR 
AMPLE I ] REVEL^ 
GRAND l 1 DROLL 6 
PIVOT [ ] VAGUE ■' 
SPACE [ I BLESS 
EAGER [ ] HOVEL 
LOCAL [ ] MANOR 


Scrooge 


Place a letter between the words which when 
S ub st ,tuted for the middle letter of each wort 

al h„ Crea t, te tW ? ° ther words ‘ Whe “ 

“ Ctters have becn f °und a word can be 
read downwards. What is the word ? * 

Get the answer right and we wilt 
send you a Certificate of Merit. 


The answer is 

asratssgr yo - i0 i„ 

Sr ^sssjs sp" ^ ««*» 

Poll iu : Mcoia. FREEPOST. Wo|v«bMnp,„. Wv 2 IBR 

Name 

Address 
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Independent 



Don't be fooled 
by the smooth 
exterior. Sir 


Georg Solti is 

still the man 

they call the 

./ 

Screaming Skin 
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;n broadcasting, a single complaint 
can be devastating. Terry Christian 
was removed from Talk Radio UK 
because of a complaint from one 
listener (though, at the time it was 
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SATURDAY 25 NOVEMBER 1995 


Whenever I kill a rat, I leave it out 
in a field, knowing that it will be 
gone by morning. If we want to 
dispose of meat that has gone off, it 
too goes out, and vanishes. From 
the faultless efficiency of the 
scavenger service, it is clear that 
sweepers come past every night 


The Taklamakan desert in China is 
one of the last unexplored places on 
earth. Its name means ! once 
entered you never come out’; the 
locals call it the ‘Desert of Death’. 
‘My wife feh very strongly that i 
wouldn’t come back,' says the 
exoiorer CnarSes Biackmore 




Photograph: Dacca Terry O’Neill 



From just £249 you could fly by 757 lor the day 
to Lap l and . Depart from Birmingham. Bristol, Gatwkk 
or Luton 00 10, 11, 15 or 17 Dec 


Four nights at the luxurious Hotel Iapponia from Gatwick 
on Mon, 11 Dec. with Lapland experience, only £299 


k wmwvm \ mnrmmm. 


0181-993 9973 



QE2 CRUISE FOR ONLY £299 


Four night QE2 Christmas shopping cruise on 11 Dec from 
Southampton • visit Paris (fram Le Havre) and Amsterdam 
(for two days) and return to Southampton £299 










INSIDE STORIES 


Dickie Fantastic 

Dickie enjoys a 
vibrant encounter 
with a New York- 
style loft developer 
page 4 


Snoop Doggy Dogg 

The rapper in 
the dock 
page 5 



That was the week, 
that was 

The Beatles: the 
end of the long and 
winding road. Plus 
that interview 
page 4 


Christmas hooks of 
the year 

The great and the 
good nominate 
their favourite 
books. Plus, 1995 in 
Cooking, Rock ’n’ 
Roll, Humour, 
Sport, Belles 
Lettres and more 
starts on page 6 
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T here was a minor flurry of 
moral consternation a 
week or two ago, when a 
computer game company 
launched its new advertising 
campaign. “Go to Hell,'’ read 
the poster’s fiery letters, “You 
Deserve It” 

One of those was tactlessly 
put up opposite a Bolton 
church, the vicar of which 

took a dim view of this 

infringement of his ecclesias- 
tical franchise. The objec- 
tion, I take it, was to the friv- 
olity of the message, the 
implicit indifference to that 
infernal allusion. Or perhaps 
it was simple embarrassment 
at a notion which the Church 
of England doesn't like to talk 
about much these days. 

As it turned out, it's been 
a good month for Hell all 
round, though its recent 
ubiquity raises some inter- 
esting questions about our 
current moral vocabulary - 


Hell occurs in three 
headlines: Hell is 
around the 
comer'... ‘My booze 
hell'. . . and tier TV 
sitcom hell’, tfs 
been a good month 
for Hell all round. But 
for all sorts of 
reasons, Hell is not 
the place it was 


the difficulty we now have in 
talking about extremes of 
good and evil 

The end of the Rosemary 
West trial, for example, pro- 
vided the occasion for a 
rather old-fashioned deploy- 
ment of the word, used to 
suggest an ultimate of perdi- 
tion and punishment. Writing 
in the Daily Mail , Colin Wil- 
son concluded that West was 
“guilty as hell - which is 
where she surely belongs’'. 
While the Sun splashed on its 
front page with the headline 
“Bum In HeU”. 

The Sun went to town with 
infernal references, with a 
feature inside called “Rose’s 
Ride Into HeU”, and a leader- 
page cartoon which showed 
the Devil sending a junior 
demon to tell Frederick West 
that his wife would be delayed 
in joining him. But it wasn't 
just the tabloids who resorted 
to satanic curses. The Daily 


Telegraph's report included 
the headline ^Vision of hell 
was laid bare by survivors”, 
and this newspaper described 
the West's marri^gq as being 
“made in hell". 

I doa’t imagine that any of 
the writers responsible for 
these lines re ally believe that 
'there is such a fjferce - the- 
Tbry right-winger’s dream of 
the ultimate punitive sen- 
tence, an infinite sharp shock: . 
They were just groping for a 
means to express the outer 
limits of human wickedness. 
But in doing so, they kept 
coming up against the 
depleted nature of the word, 
and not just because it is 
already a journalistic clichd. 
For aU sorts of reasons, Hell 
is not the place it was. 

You can get a sense of its 
broad decay as a threat by 


looking at the most recent 
edition of The Face magazine, 
as good a register as any of 
the current or coining culture. 
Hell occurs in no less than 
three headlines: “Hell is 
around the comer”, for an 
article about the increasing 
vogue for heroin; “My booze 
heir, for a light-hearted arti- 
cle about female drinking; 
and then a strapline about an 
actress escaping from “her 
TV sitcom hell”. 

In the first, the word has a 
serious, admonitory force - 
they mean Hell is hell. In the 
second, the reference is joc- 
ular, an ironic reference to 
tabloid style which has a gjve- 
me-a-hreak insouciance. In 
the third, it carries barely any 
weight at aU - “hell” is just a 
pain in the butt, and not for 
eternity either. 


It may be that Hell has 

been afflicted by themyerted 

moral language of youth cul- 
ture, in which “wicked and 
“bad” carry an opposite sense 
to their conventional mean- 
ing These forms began wth 

jazz music (the earliest 
instance of “bad” in an appro- 
baroiy sense in the OED is 
from 1928), but theyve 
attained much wider meaning 
recently, and in doing so they 
have, ' however slightly, 
blurred our ability to talk 
about ethics. If a judge were 
to describe the actions of a 
young ram-raider as “totally 
wicked”, he would probably 
get a smirk of surprised 
approval from the dock. 

And even Hell shows signs 
of straying across the for- 
merly clear border between 
bad and good. Another 
recent advert, for a new type 
of rum, carries the sjogan 
“Distilled in Hell” against a 


background of leaping 
flames* This seems to me to 

as seen in the “from Hell 
construction, which ..re- 
attached to vinualty any 

son (nanny, lodger, mother- 
in-law) and which usually 
indicates disgust and con- 
tempt- If somebody said to 
me that they had just anmk 
the rum from Hell, it would - 
summon up a picture of a 
retching figure uying toget 
the taste out of his mouth. 

The advertisers presum- 
ably hope to appeal to an “I 

can-take it” bravado m rtr 
consumers: perhaps their tar- 
get market is the sort of peo- 
ple who eat vindaloos in order . 
to demonstrate their masai-;: 
line superiority to pain. Rut 
they also inadvertently shijw: 
how tepid the idea of eternal 
dam nation has become, -.ff . 
HeU is cool, why should any- - 

one worry about going there? 


The peopled guide to the Turner Prize 


It may be accused of being 
elrtist and unrepressrtative, 
but the Turner Prize, to be 
awarded on Tuesday, makes 
contemporary at a hot 
public debate once a year. 
So what did the public make 
erf this year’s contenders? 
Adrian Turpin canvassed 
opinion about Damien Hirsrfh 
“Smartie’ paintings and 
pickled cows, Mona 
Hatoum’s cage installation 
and film of her innards, 
Cafan Innes’s pant-stripped 
abstracts and Mark 
Wallinger’s horse-raring 
films and paintings 


“Mona Hatoum’s wire-mesh cage 
is very, very clever. If you look 
directly at it, there’s just a bulb 
swaying slightly between the cages. 
But if you’re standing up talking to 
people, you feel they are moving 
up and down because the shadows 
keep coming up and down as the 
bulb moves. I don't think much of 
the video of the inside of her 
body, but the crowds are very 
interested in it. There’s often a 
massive queue to go in there, just 
as much as to walk through 
Damien Hirst's cow. I think she 
stands 3 very good chance of upset- 
ting the apple-cart and winning.” 
-John Kirk. 50. Tate gallery 
super\‘isor 

“I’ve admired Damien Hirst for a 
long time, but I'd like Mark 
Wal linger to win. The Turner prize 
has become something of a state- 
ment for this country to make, so I 
think that someone who is en gag ing 
with British politics and comment- 
ing on British life needs to be 
brought to light. Wallinger has the 
bizarre Royal family tradition of 
parading around Ascot up there on 
four TV screens and is actually get- 
ting people to think about ft.” 

- Clan' Cowie, 23, student 

“Who do I want to win? I don't 
think I can differentiate between 
any of them. I just find myself quite 
confused about the whole thing. I 



‘Mother and Child, Divided’, by Damien Hirst 


go to art exhibitions a lot, but this 
didn’t touch me at all. I really 
couldn’t pick a winner, I feel so 
numb. What will stick in my mind 
is the feeling of wanting to be sick 
with the cow, and not being able 
to walk through the middle of it." 

- Sarah Greene. 27, social worker 

“It’s probably my age, but Fd rather 
see live cows in the countryside 
than dead ones here. Like the film 
of the woman's insides, the cows 
are interesting but they don’t seem 
to me be art. It’s the same with the 
man on the explanatory video at the 
beginning [Damien Hirst] with the 
spinning discs that hurl paint It's 
great, but he's got children doing 
it The children's paintings look just 
as good as his. It’s fun and I'd love 
to have a go at it But with art you 
expect to think. ‘Gosh, I couldn't do 
that' With the spinning discs, I 
think I probably could." 

- Valerie Dickinson, 52, primary 
school classroom assistant 

“I lose the simple approach the 
four exhibitors have taken. They're 
all dramatic. I particularly tike 
Mona Hatoum's lockcr-room 
cages. The way that she's put 
them together and the illumina- 
tions on the wall arc fantastic. I 
like the fact people have to walk 
around the outside of them. For 
me, the whole point is that you’d 
like to be inside them but you're 


not allowed to be. It’s interesting 
also that her little video capsule 
allows you to go in, but a lot of 
people just stand outside and 
watch the film of her insides. And 
it would be wonderful to come 
here alone and just sit inside those 
cages contemplating who you are.” 

- Zak Cook. 23. management 
consultant 

“Mark Wallinger’s four videos of 
Royal Ascot shown together but 
taken in different years was very 
funny, because it’s clearly the 
same every year. Maybe it’s a one- 
gag idea, but I'd never thought of 
it. IVe watched events like the 
Cup Final at Wembley several 
times, and I suppose if you 
analysed them too, you'd find the 
same thing year after year." 

- Da\id Galinsky, health and 
safety advisor. 32 

“Going round the Turner Prize 
exhibition is a little like being 
shouted at. Willingcr's Ascot video 
and Hatoum's nether regions and, 
of course, the cows, demand atten- 
tion. But they demand it in the 
same way small children do: never 
mind the sense, who can talk loud- 
est? So I think you have to respect, 
and perhaps even feel a bit sorry 
for. Callum bines. You could say his 
paintings are conceptual art like the 
others - the way he covers the can- 
vases with paint, then removes it 


with white spirit But he seems to 
have more technical accomplish- 
ment than some of the others." 

- Giles Reid, 29, publisher 

“Having seen endoscopy in the 
flesh, Mona Hatoum's video of her 
insides is disappointing. The image 
recreation isn't as good as you can 
get. The noises are excellent, 
though. Very frightening, ft's very 
invasive because you see the cam- 
era going right from the outside of 
the skin, which is something that as 
a doctor you never normally would. 
I think Damien Hirst should win, 
though. The cows are excellent 
They look really beautiful.” 

- Helen Holt, 24, doctor 

“Mona Hatoum’s wire baskets are 
lovely, but you can find that kind 
of effect in everyday life - light 
coming through the window, the 
sun moving around. You don't 
have to be in an art gallery. From 


Photograph: Nicholas Turpin 


a painterly point of view. I’d like 
Innes to win. The colours are so 
fresh, and they really make people 
look dosely. But perhaps that's just 
me being a bit of a traditionalist" 

- Den-id Glo\tr, 46. designer 

I’m probably horribly old-fash- 
ioned, but I like the very delicate 
paintings by Callum Innes. That's 
who I'd award the prize to. There 
is a serenity about them, which 
there certainly isn’t in a lot of the 
other things. The dead cows 
didn’t hold any horror for me 
because of my farming back- 
ground. What struck me was that 
in a piece catted Mother and Child, 
the cow hadn't actually got any 
udders. I don't know if that's just 
because you can’t preserve that 
veiy well." 

- Christine Ward, 52, teacher 

To 3 Dec, at the Tate Gallery, 

Millbank, London SW1 


What the critics say 

“It has to be Damien Hirst. 
No one else is in the same 
league. He is not showing 
his best work this year, but 
he has completely changed 
the foce of art in Britain. He 
has the same initials as 
David Hockney and his 
influence has been just as 
great". Andrew Graham- 
Dixon. Independent 

“£ don’t care tuppence about 
the Turner Prize. The only 
one of them who is really an 
artist is Callum Innes, and 
I hope he gets a little bit 
more than tuppence for his 
work.” Tim Hilton. 
Independent on Sunday 

“I’d like to see the earthy 
and poetic minimalism of 
Callum Innes win. His 
paintings are simply very 
beautiful. Damien Hirst 
should have won two years 
ago, but they missed the 
boat” John McEwen. 
Sunday Telegraph 

“Damien Hirst. Because if 
a prize like the Turner is to 
retain its credibility, it 
should go to the one of the 
four who has made the 
biggest splash. Personally, I 
would have no objection to 
Callum Innes winning. His 
painting looked much bet- 
ter at the Tate than at the 
Jerwood Prize, and he'd be 
the first painter to win for 
10 years, which would be no 
bad thing.” William Packer, 
Financial Times 

“I've a suspicion Mona 
Hatoum may sneak it, but 
Damien Hirst ought to win. 
I see him as the heir to 
Francis Bacon. Both artists 
share that very British 
obsession with insalubrious 
events that take place 
behind closed doors. He 
throws open a window on a 
festering bottled-up world." 
James Hall, Guardian 



six of the best buys this weekend 




CLAIRE SKINNER 

HEAR ! BREAKINGLY GOOD" 




t (PLUS BOOKINGS 


SIX GOOD VIDEOS 

1. Tim Burton’s The Nightmare Before 
Christmas (PG? Touchstone; £1439) Extra- 
ordinarily imaginative, animated scaty4ale. 

2. The Madness of King George (PG; 
ColumW^Tristar; rental) Alan Bennett and 
Nigel Hawthorne re-unite for Nicholas 
Hytner’s sparkling film version of Bennett's 
hit play. 

3. Rn and His Friends (18; Connoisseur 
Video; £1539) One of Fassbinder’s few 
overtly gay films. 

4. Exotica (18; Artificial Eye; rental) The 
lives of a tew lonely Canadian souls 
intertwine in Atom Egoyan's dark thriller. 

5. Prince of Jutland (15; Arrow, rental) 
Gabriel AxeTs stripped-down Hamlet based 
on the original folk tale. Flawed but 
intriguing. 

6. Killer (18; First Independent; rental} 
Haunting chamber piece with Anthony 
Lafcglid sent to kill a willing Mimi Rogers. 



rj SIX GOOD CLASSICAL CDS 

. v 1. Kronos: Released/Unreteased 
- (Nonesuch) An eclectic two-disc set 
of everything from Barber's Adagio to 
Scott’s Dinner Music for a Pack of 
Hungry Cannibals. Be bold. 

2. Haydn Symphonies 22, 86, 102 
(EMI) Simon Rattle mixes period 

.1- technique with luxurious modem 
sound to glowing effect. 

3. Michael Tippett; The Midsummer 
Marriage (Lyrita) His first and finest 
opera now available with the origM 
Rowing cast 

4. Sbetius: Symphonies 2 & 6 
(RCA) Another winner in Colin 
Davis's second. Unmissable and 
rewarding Sibelius cycle. 

5. Britten: Complete Folk Songs 
(Collins) Wonderfully pellucid 
performances from Langridge, Lott, 

Mien and Johnson. 

6. Anderson: The Typewriter (RCA) Leonard 
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T he music is familiar - your favourite 
Brahms symphony, perhaps. You've no 
idea who’s conducting, but the style is in- 
domitable: precisioned, highly articulate, 
incisive, decisive: athletic strings, lean 
hungry brass cleaving through super- 
bright textures. It’s too recent to be a Toscani- 
ni recording, though the manner of the delivery 
might suggest a kindred spirit. Who then? You 
aont have to be a musicologist to hazard a guess. 

No living conductor is more instantly identifi- 
able from the sound he makes. 

Ask Sir Georg Solti about that sound, ask him 
about his musical priorities, and the words come 
back at you like ack-ack fire: "Rhythm... 

■ rhythm... rhythm ... ” To hear him speak is to un- 
de ret and the source of that rhythm. Why, even 
the thick, heavily accented (in every sense of 
. the word) short-hand English seems expressly 
designed to strip away superfluities. He speaks 
as he conducts, he conducts as he speaks - em- 
phatically, explosively. But with that comes a 
certain reluctance to yield. He has been de- 
scribed as displaying a constitutional resistance 
to legato - to long, shapely, embraceable lines. 

You hear what you see. Almost as distinctive 
as the intimidating bald head (or “screaming 
skull” as less appreciative of his orchestral per- 
sonnel once dubbed it) is his strenuous beat, 
or the “Solti nudge”, as it's become known. The 
phrase "‘all power to his elbow" might have been 
coined especially for him. And yet this ferocious, 
highly motivated energy is infectious, and there 
can be no doubt as to the man’s unbending ded- 
ication. Even those who love to hate him respect 
him. “I can only do music one way," he says. 
“My way. Take it or leave it.” 

The public at large, by and large, have taken 
iL His career has been one long ascent He is a 
particularly fine specimen - perhaps the last - 
of that dying breed called Maestro (note the up- 
per-case U VT). You wouldn’t dream of calling 
him anything else. The Hungarian -bom Maestro 
is 83 now, and no one's counting. Fit and active, 
a full diaiy into the millennium - he’d not have 
it any other way. He is perennially rechargeable. 

The parallel with Toscanini is an interesting 
one, stylistically and historically. In 1935, aged 
23, Solti went to Salzburg, where a timely flu 
.epidemic landed him a job as repetiteur on the 
legendary Italian conductor's Magic Flute. “I can 
do that,” he thought to himselL “1 can follow 
anyone-'s beat - perhaps even yours!” At the end 
of the first rehearsal, the great man threw him 
an appreciative “ Bene ”. One word, but insomuch 
as one word almost constitutes a conversation, 
he was on speaking terms with 'Toscanini. 

At that time, of course, the twin polarities of 
the conductor’s art were very much exemplified 
in the personages of Toscanini and Furtwangler 
- the undisputed superstars and arch-rivals of 
the day. For the young Solti, Tbscanini's fire, his 
ruthless, cut-and-dried precision, was most ap- 
pealing. “Architecture, architecture. . . very strict, 
formal.." Not an ounce of spare flesh anywhere. 
That's the .way he wanted to make music. And 
. would. Furtwangler was, by contrast, the freest 
of. Spirits, wayward, even wilful for those, like 
Solti* who at the time failed to appreciate that 
i this^'freedom" of his was organic. 

Solti was singularly unimpressed by aFlirtwin- 
gler performance of Beethoven’s Ninth he heard 
at the 1937 Salzburg Festival. But later, after 
the war, when he took over the Munich Opera, 
he heard Furtwangler conduct Ifchaikovskys 
PaihAtique symphony, and his ears were opened. 
“I was ready for him. I understood now this ‘in- 
ner freedom’. That was a revelation to me... 
From then on, I suppose I myself was looking 
for a kind of synthesis of the Tbscanini and 
Furtwangler styles - but with a third element, 

I hope: ME!” With the emphasis on the “me”. 

It is ironic that Solti should have seen the light 
over Furtwangler at a time when he had eveiy 
reason to despise him. As a Jew, it must have 
been hard for him to separate Furtwangler, the 
musician, from Furtwangler, the man who 
played straight into the hands of Nazi dictators. 

' : Orwas it? “I am quite sure Furtwangler did not 
realise the full extent, the full horror, of what 
was happening. He was a musician before all 
• else, and every time he tried to break away, 
Goebbels would raise up the threat of Karajan, 

' /and he would come back. He was a weak man. 
He was hot political at ad.” 

Unlike Solti-- Art and politics aren’t just m- 
. separable to him, they’re interchangeable. 
Don’t get bim started on the issues of the day 
(at least riorwhen you’ve only a precious 30 to 
40 minutes of allotted interview time). And if 
you do, don’t expect diplomacy. “What in God’s 
name do the French think they are playing at 
with this nod ear testing thing. ■ ■ You know what 
it is - nationalism, nationalism... Why are we 
so afraid of European unity? Fra off to Paris 
tomorrow, they’ll probably throw me out but 
I DON’T CARE... 

“Look, my dear” - and there’s a sudden switch 
here from polemic to fatherly advice - “poli- 
tics form your life, and if you don’t take care, 

: they will form you.. . You must speak out It was 
• bad ezxnigh in my youth in Hungary that we shut 
.jup> No more;. . NO MORE,” he repeats, just 
r mcase I missed it the first time. The old fires 
: " aittburn with a zeal and, yes, a charm thatis ir- 


Attack! Attack! 


He is the world’s 
most identifiable 
conductor, simply 
by the sound he 
makes. And at 83. 
Sir Georg Solti 
has lost none of 
his fury. By 
Edward Seckerson 


ct- 




- if you do plan to broach the subject of period 
•• '•'/■ m&njments (try him on “authentic” Berlioz), it’s 
probably jpisi as well to take cover. 

/.. K But does the music-making show any signs 
- . • . of mellowing? "Have his priorities shifted at all? 
y ■- “That's foi; others’ to say," he insists, knowing 
full well, I suspect, what the response would be. 

1 „ " ,*All i know is that I continue to follow my heart.” 
.'V.'-’ Andchanges of heart are all part of that process. 
.•; v - - String at home in St John’s Wood, the maestro 
. showsine his newest scores, custom-made in a 

; -PV Specially enlarged format. “My eyesight is not 
K' •' so good now, and ! cannot wear spectacles when 
W/' I conduct..: Please, look, see, brand-new, not 
/ a markmg on them: Each one is like a new be- 
■’ : mohmgforine. Everything I do now — and some 
A w ‘cffft/lhave nottouebed for 10 years pr more - 
y^?/jrfti-s£art, I.restiidy. This summer Die Meister- 
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X^7'- : x6djscmc^ this wonderful piece from the first 
rioal^ <c^bA3xxt; ^nwautds 

.V.' ' ' * ■ - - * c w np t 


it. 5r .kl 


- - simple? He makes his way over to the piano. 
Ite has something to say, cadyhe can play it more 

. .eloquently than he can say ft. And he plays it 
. : Vvith feelings a short, benevolent motif asso- 

- dated in the opera with the diameter of the goki- 
* snitirPogner. tijs whole countenance softens: 

“One day, about three years ago, I heard this 
moment on the radio, and it brought tears to 
my eyes! And suddenly I knew that Meistersinger 
•: - must be a' Wagner Cast fantutte. I never liked 
p ' niy old recording - too heavy, too bombastic, 


and the castwas not right... I knew that in Chica- 
go, with my orchestra, who understand me, who 
know me and trust me, that I could achieve a 
chamber music Whgner.. . No fights, they would 
just do for me what I wanted." Is he difficult 
to please? “Ja-a-a..." - and the long “A” says it 
all. “Because I like good music; Either good or 
nothing. I know what I want. And I know what 
is wrong immediately. In recording, of course, 
this is not just helpful, it is essential...” 

It was, of course, through recording that the 
worid came to know and athnire Solti. You could 
go so far as to say that he was the record in- 
dustry’s first classical superstar, winner of 
more Grammy awards (31 in all) than any oth- 
er recording artist — more than Frank Sinatra, 
more than Madonna. He made his first record 
for Decca in 1947 (a Haydn symphony with the 
London Philharmonic) did fully intends to cel- 
ebrate his golden anniversary with them in 1997. 

Ibgether, he and the Decca producer John Cul- 
sbaw and his team were a revolution. Ibgether, 
they changed the way opera was heard on record. 
He remembers Culshaw coming to him with the 
.EMI /Furtwangler recording of Tristan und Isok 
de and saying “Listen, the voices are far too dom- 
inant, we have to bring the orchestra more into 
the picture ." And they did. Rather too enthusi- 
astically at first, Solti believes: “Even Birgit Nils- 
son was fighting to be beard... and if you couldn’t 
hear her, yon couldn’t hear anybody!” Even so, 
their realisation of T^&gner’s Ring — the first in- 
tegral recording of it (begun, astonishingly, in 






1958) - was, and remains, a landmark event, dis - 
tinguished by some of the most thrilling orchestral 
sounds ever committed to disc. 

Solti is characteristically unsentimental in re- 
calling its long and arduous gestation. He and 
the Vienna Philharmonic had their differences. 
“They hated me at the time. Because 1 was a 
critic; and they were not used to that They loved 
to play in this schmoozy Viennese way - very 

beautiful, what a sound - but here was this young 
man insisting, insisting all the time... rhythm, 
articulation, attack. It took years, but they 
came to respect me for my conviction. But you 
know, a good orchestra wiD always give a con- 
ductor whatfe? wants.. . Actually, die Vienna Phil- 
harmonic came to like my way.” My way. Will 
that be Solti’s epitaph? The political incorrect- 
ness of it is as refreshing as it is breathtaking. 
Solti says what other conductors only think. 

But teen, how many other conductors began 
their musical education volunteering to play Bela 
Bartok one of his (Bartok’s) own pieces? Let’s 
rewind here to 1926. Solti was a precocious 14- 
year-old studying at the Budapest Liszt Acad- 
emy. His regular piano-teacher had fallen ill and 
for six weeks he was assigned to Bartok’s class. 
Strange to relate, Bartok never taught compo- 
sition. He didn’t believe ft could be taught. So 
it was just piano. “Can you imagine,” says Solti, 
“if I tell you that tomorrow you will interview 
Buddha... Well, that’s how frightened I was.” 

But not so frightened that he didn't offer the 
great man his Allegro Barham on their very first 
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meeting. Bartok declined the offer (“Of course 
he did. It was a stupid schoolboy thing to do!”), 
suggesting instead a Debussy Prelude. There fol- 
lowed Bach, lots of Bach, which Bartok loved 
(“Naturally - counterpoint is the major element 
in his music”), and Scarlatti and Mozart, Schu- 
mann rather than Schubert, and Liszt rather than 
Chopin (“Not really his kind of romanticism”). 

“Sometimes he played - he was a wonderful 
pianist - I remember his old-fashioned high- 
finger position. But mostly he just listened, and 
asked us to listen - to him, but most of ail to 
ourselves. He spoke very little, and you wouldn’t 
believe that a man who was such a volcano in 
his music spoke so quietly. He had unforget- 
tably big eyes which looked at one in the most 
piercing way. There was a sadness in them, in 
him. He came into this world and far too quick- 
ly disappeared from it, leaving very little per- 
sonal memory - very few letters - a sort of 
meteor who passed by...” 

Blazing a trail of masterpieces. A mighty hand- 
ful of them feature this week in Solti’s three- 
concert tribute to his compatriot and teacher 
on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of his 
death. Solti and Bartok - as ever, it’s a highly 
combustible prospect Almost as combustible 
as the music itself, a kind of Molotov cocktail 
of the classical and the primitive. Solti's choice 
of works (and it's a personal one) leads with the 
Music for Strings, Percussion and Celesta - in his 
opinion, Bartok’s greatest orchestral piece 
(the piece that every spooky movie score loves 


to emulate). And there’s a corker of a pro- 
gramme on Thursday in which the “best” of the 
Piano Concertos - the Second (with Andras 
Schiff) - is shoulder to shoulder with Ballot's 
operatic masterpiece, Bluebeard's Castle. Solti 
is more than happy to lay out that wonderful 
score in the concert hail rather than the opera 
house. It is, he rightly says, a psychological dra- 
ma, theatre of the imagination. Close your eyes, 
he says: “The text is so beautiful... Hungarian 
is such a mysterious, cantabile language.” 
Some composers, like Bartok, Mozart, Bach 
(yes, Bach), have been “constant” in Solti’s life 
and career. Others have, in his words, been “up 
and down, up and down”. Debussy’s Pelleas et 
Mffisande crept up on him only this year - “q uite 
out of the blue, a revelation... never spoke to 
me before... Now I must do it as soon as pos- 
sible.” Nielsen has been another late arrival. He 
waits anxiously in the wings. And Janacek? What 
a memorable meeting of temperaments that 
would be: “Yes, my dear, I know, big omission. 
But I didn't give up yet. I am always learning 
new things- I never stop. Because, as a musi- 
cian, as a conductor, you must never lose your 
curiosity. Veiy important. A s long as you are cu- 
rious, you will go forward. But in mis business, 
you need at least three lives...” WK by my 
reckoning, leaves Sir Georg with anoti. six. 
‘Solti Celebrates Bartok' with the I e 0 : 
7.30pm tomorrow, Thursday and Sunoay 
next, at the Barbican, London EC2 
(0171-638 8891) 
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Dressing for Breakfast (C4) 

The sitcom discovers ‘Cosmo'-siyie 
female smut By Jasper Rees 


W hile Channel 4 is a frenetic importer of 
reliable American comedy, efforts to 
design home-grown models have been 
mixed. Drop the Deed Donkey was an unalloyed 
triumph, but Paris and Father Ted. two cheer- 
ful celebrations of stereotype, misled more fre- 
quently than they hit. It's never fair to judge a 
sitcom on its first outing, because introductions 
are always awkward when one i»f those shak- 
ing hands is so eager to impress. The best you 
can usually say of any new sitcom is "nice to 
meet you”. 

You can say it of Dressing for Breakfast, that 
rare sitcom on a mission to redraw the bound- 
aries that mark out what you can laugh at. This 
agenda sounds grander than it is. as it s actu- 
ally no more than a girlie version of Men Behav- 
ing Badly, another comedy that’s frank about 
sexual motive. But where women are con- 
cerned these arc uncharted waters - or they are 
in television comedy. The croehet-your-own- 
orgasm ethic has kept Cosmopolitan in business 
for years, whereas female smut is as new to sit- 
com as its male equivalent is old. 

The freshness of Dressing for Breakfast com- 
bines nicely with a vague whiff of threat. 
You'd never find Martin Cluncs seeing the 
funny side of vaginal cystitis, or even knowing 
that there’s an unfunny side. In episode one 
there was a wilty and unprecedentedly detailed 
sequence of gags about oral sex. which ordi- 
nary male viewers might find too belittling to 
laugh at in comfort. It takes j woman 
scriptwriter, and preferably one. like Stephanie 
Caiman, without previous sitcom experience, 
to get a shower of cunnilingux jokes past the 
blue pencil. 

The credit sequence depicts our two girls 
slav ering over gorgeous males who tum out. for 
whatever reason, to be unavailable. Like the 
dumb-show in Hamlet, the gist of the show is 
niftily established before a word has been spo- 
ken: girls gagging lor it. These aren’t a novelty 
on television: in fiction there’s Pauline Calf, 
played by a man: in reality there’s Margi 
Clarke, who merely looks like one. Beatie 
Edncy’s Louise is more believable than either. 
That’s not to say that she actually is believable: 
though she’s often found in rather stem or sti- 
lling roles, a casting agent could easily have 
come up with someone less patently attractive. 

The strength of the series is likely to rest on 
Louise’s relationship, not with her best pal 
Carla, sassily played by Holly Aird. but with her 
mother Liz. Caiman has taken the AbFab 
template »M the nagging, faddish mother and 
buffed her up into a sexual success story . Char- 
lotte Cornwell as Liz hogs the best lines, and 
they’re all aimed at her daughter: “You're feel- 
ing very unheard at the moment.’* Or, “Have 
you thought of doing one of Holly's anger 
workshops?” 

There’s also some pretty low stuff. Last night 
Louise was paired with a finely drawn gargoyle 
from America, and Liz, off on honeymoon, 
gives him her daughter's number “should any- 
thing arise". But the joke is only inserted so the 
script can then sneer at it. In Rude Foodspeak. 
this is known as smearing your cake all over 
succulent flesh and lingeringly licking it up. 


OPERA 'Faistaff', Mayfair Suite, Birmingham 

City of Birmingham Touring Opera delight with a welcome 
revival of Verdi’s masterpiece. By Jan Smaczny 



Nuafa Willis as Mistress Quickly and Keith Latham as Faistaff: two members of a magnificent cast 


Photograph: Richard H Smith 


C ity of Birmingham Touring Opera's revival of FaJsiaff pro- 
vides a welcome opportunity to see how far this still relatively 
young company has come in eight years, both artistically and 
physically. Graham Vick’s founding production was a brave start. 
Opera that takes performers to the limits of wit and subtlety is 
daring, and this Faistaff worked, on the whole, very successfully. 
In eight years, CBTO has developed extraordinary artistic con- 
fidence over a handful of remarkable productions. The company 
also seems happily settled into the Mayfair Suite in the heart of 
the city. When CBTO arrived here with Les Boriades three years 
ago, their surroundings were dismal and the acoustics unhelpful; 
now, the rougher aspects of the Suite have been cheerfully domes- 
ticated and it works well both visually and acoustically. 

Best of all is the completeness of this project. Every aspect of 
Faistaff has been integrated, skilfully harnessing the abundant 
humour in Verdi’s masterpiece. No detail is overlooked. Gra- 
ham Vick’s revived production flows as deftly as the score itself, 
with each move almost choreographicaiiy linked to the music. 
Paul Brown’s set, a precipitous rake with trap-doors, has end- 
less potential for humour, as do the costumes - from blowsy 
matrons to the Breughel peasant outfits worn by Bardolph and 
Pistol. Here was an apotheosis of the codpiece. 

Musical values were also strong. It’ s not unreasonable to expect 
tight ensemble playing from a small band placed close to the stage, 
and this, with odd exceptions, was what we got. Better still was 
the playing. Individual instruments emerged from the fabric of 


LAURIE LEWIS 


Jonathan Dove's new orchestration with both colour and char- 
acter commensurate with the activities on stage. 

Stephen Rooke’s Fenton and Deborah Myer’s Nanetta made 
a delightful pair of young lovers, while their elders were realised 
with wicked attention to detail by Kate Flowers (Mrs Ford) and 
Marie Walshe (Meg Page). Pistol (David Marsh) and Bardolph 
(Andrew Forbes Lane) were suitably decadent, but more 
remarkable was Nuaia Willis’s Mistress Quickly, whose comic tim- 
ing and astonishing bottom range were deployed to devastating 
effect- Best of all, in this dictionless age. was the clarity with which 
all of the cast delivered Amanda Holden’s consistently funny' and 
apposite translation. 

Despite rampant excellence from all quarters, Keith Latham’s 
Faistaff still shone. Played with cherubic verve, his reading of the 
role achieved the remarkable feat of being simultaneously appeal- 
ing and appalling. There might have been a touch more of the 
ageing rake in his performance, but a natural feeling for comic 
interaction and a magnificently resonant vocal presence placed 
him centre-stage, even when he was buried in the linen basket. 
Stage-hogging is forgivable in any Faistaff, yet this tendency never 
surfaced in Latham’s performance. However thrilling the indi- 
vidual performances are - and some of them are nearly edible 
- the greatest quality of this production is the way the ensem- 
ble works together, almost like clockwork. It will bring joy wher- 
ever it lands on this substantial tour. 

To 1 Dec, Booking 0121-605 6666. Then touring 


THEATRE 

All’s Well That Ends Well 

An engrossing intelligent production of 
an old favourite. By Paul Taylor 

A t the end of As You Like It the cynied 
Jacques speculates confidently about the 
mamed lives that lie in store for the vanous 
couples on stage, even wasp.shly 
Touchstone and sluttish Audrey- that Their 
ing voyage/ Is but for two months victual! d . iou 
!S’t help wondering how he would rate the 
more complexly dubious prospers of Bertram 
and Helena at the awkward con f u ™ n °* A l e 
Well That Ends Well Casting doubt over the 
proverbial wisdom of its title, the play shows how 
a resourceful, determined heroine manages ^ 
win back the immature, callous y° un S 
who had deserted her on their wedding rught 
She can only achieve this, however, by dmt ofa 
crafty bed trick that humiliates her and throws 
an even worse light on her 
defects of character. Just how joyful, then, is the 

play’s “happy” ending? .... 

P Patrick Sandford’s engrossingly intelligent 
production is alert to all the caveats that clus- 
ter round this particular comic resolution, but 
it also suggests grounds for a tentative hopeful- 
ness. Since it reprieves him from the charge ot 
having murdered her, Paul Barnhill s callow, 
wriggling Bertram is visibly winded with relief 
at the last-minute reappearance of his now- 
pregnant wife, and can hardly restrain his face 
from breaking into unseemly smiles. More 
promising though, is the gauchely affectionate 
way he pats Helena’s bump and puts his ear to 
it with an experimental fatherly pride. Maybe 
paternity, however bizarrely arrived at. will 
encourage Him to do some belated growing up. 

■With large soulful eyes and an air of pained 
intensity, Alexandra Mathie’s Helena commu- 
nicates perfectly the virtuous ardour and obses- 
sive love of this single-minded heroine, while not 
disguising a due distress at the degrading pro- 
cedures to which she must resort to achieve her 
objective. Around her, there’s a fine cast with 
Zena Walter s silvery, tolerantly wise old Count- 
ess visibly mortified and aged by her son s dere- 
lictions, and Granville Saxton bringing a help- 
ful touch of Windsor Davis in It Ain’t Half Hot 
Mum to his vivid portrayal of the braggart 
Parolles as a blustering military phoney. 

The production could afford to impart a 
stronger sense of Bertram's emotional depen- 
dence on this character, whose exposure as an 
eagerly co-operative traitor, in the very well- 
played mock-ambush scene, removes a major 
obstacle to Bertram’s appreciation of Helena’s 
preferable qualities. What the staging does help 
you see, though, is the queasy equivalence 
between the way his fellow soldiers trick Parolles 
into a self-incriminating trap, and the deceitful 
stratagem by which Helena lures Bertram back 
into her arms. 

Sandford’s production actually offers an 
upstage glimpse of the heroine waiting as an 
undercover substitute in Diana's bed, while 
downstage the ensnared Parolles dangles over 
the proceedings in a net. The visual juxtaposi- 
tion invites you to draw a parallel, and brings into 
sharp relief the question of ends and means that, 
throughout, unsettles this thought-provoking 
problem comedy. 

Nuffield Theatre, Southampton to 2 Dec. 
Booking 01703 671771 
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\. THF OPERA 

MATHIS DER MALER 


Peter Sellars directs a new production of - 

Hindemith's opera about the role of the artist in 
society; AiaruTfojssfngs the title role and Esa- 
FWaSalo^.c&r^^ 


THE album ; ■ 

THE BEATLES 


Natalie Cole sang with her dead dad on 
“Unforgettable 0 . The Fab, er, Three on "Free as a 
Bird" have added to. a John Lennon vocal track to 
lead off the first part of their six-CD An#/?o/ogy. 


/ THE INTERVIEW 

PRINCESS DIANA 


. For those of. you who have been asleep for a 
hundred years and have only just been kissed, 
HRH The Princess of Wales gave a frank interview 
to Martin Bashir on BBC’s Panorama. 


-iV* 




THE F11H . 

GOLDENEYE ^ 




Bond-is back arid ihe name's Brasiten. -Pierce . 
Brosnan. Martin Campbell dlrects:the*st 007 r . *. "v- 


critical view 

• Edvrart.'SecfeB^rCte^ 

. . evening. Yob-Know whetteqroetoing special is 
happening rte;th#re.^Rarely have 1 felt so 
’ moved, so shaken; so dated* dedared the 
Independent oriSundsy. *A 7 mus*caf triumph , 0 but 
"Hindemith's visroh is greatly diminished by 
Sellars's production," wailed toe Tunes. “We don’t 
. want him agam," ageed the Evening Standard . 

Andy Gill loathed the single. "The overall effect is of 
a dirge. John would probably have hated if and ttv8 
whole “strangely half-cocked enterprise:* “It was . 
never like this in toe golden years,’ observed toe 
Financial Times. “EMI is charging full price even 
though the majority of the tracks are of scant . . 

' interest to anyone but obsessives," remarked The 
Guardian. 

Thomas Sutcliffe remained immune fo a 
"performance of deadly humility, delivered Wittva 
•; .deceptive inoffensrveness". “She did herself for 
more good toan Tfer husband did with, his longer ' 
and infinitely more boring programme* said the 
Financial Times . truly fantastic historic • 

performance,'’ enthused the Minor. “Stitched him 
like a kipper," concludedThe Guardian. 

5^2) re- Jones approved of Brasran-ind-fourir/ V ■ 
metilrn oW-fashiohed but URderirafiWt;-/ 

. exhilarating" . •.‘7be B^'fraf^te^T^SierKed^ 
make a kitting,* agreed tfe Te^r^? ' - ' v 

. "Competent, mused Prem/ere. ^Moveover Bates :, ’v 
and Arme... sit back and enjoy;* said'Titoe (Mf - -- '. 

31 ^ 

on view 

At the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden (01 71- 
304 4000) 28 Nov, ! , 6 Dec. 

Anthology 1 (Apple CDpcsp 727). The six-part TV 
documentary begins tomorrow at 8pm on FTV. 

You mean youmissed it? The BBC has “not • 
abandoned plans" to rrrartet the video. • 

On general release- . ' f y\;;'V.7y ; 

our view 

• The surtitles are a trifle trendy. t a . 

Read the synopsis before you \1 

go to .tois evening of powerful ’ T - 

music. ms — U 

Could it be they want to be No,l • 

• at Christmas? It’s all rather 

reminiscent of Dora Bryan’s . .* - JP • 

’ 1963 single ‘AH 1 Want for 
. Christmas is a Beatie’. — A ■ 

. Probably the-most hyped . . .. | '■ '' 

• programme in the history of TV. \T ' 

Whether youthought her barking ‘ ■ 

or a heroine.it was- gripping telly. • . 

- The eirer-excellent Judi.Deoeh --^Vi: - ~ 

gives Bond a verbal dressing -Tv" Jf-.Y 'Jvy.-. 

. (town -as a sexist' misogynist - 7 • •* :’ ’ v - ; : 

• . dinosaur, but the.filrh update* ; V- 

the formula. ‘ Jir . .. .v7: --.v 



Vibrancy. 
Thereis a lot 
of it about 


ii\iou must admit," says the 
Y man from the ‘York Cen- 
I tral’ New York-style loft 
developers, “there is a vibrancy 
here tonight. A vibrancy that you 
don’t find at most parties patro- 
nised by what we call the ‘in 
crowd’. There is a vibrancy that 
1 feel, and it reflects the vibrancy 
of loft living here at York Cen- 
tral.” 

He pauses, furrows his brow, 
and looks down at my norepad. 

“Would you.” I suggest, “like to 
say ‘vibrancy’ one more time?” 

“Oh dear,” replies the man. 
“I’m new to this. Did I say 
•vibrancy" too often?” And dur- 
ing the remainder of the evening. 


he sidles up to me a few times - 
slightly nervously - and shouts 
over the vibrant jazz band in the 
comer: “When you come to write 
your article, if it looks as if I’ve 
said Vibrancy' too much, if it 
seems in any way... annoying... 
will you take out a couple of 
them?” 

“Okay.” I agree. And I do. He 
said Vibrancy' at least three more 
times, but I took them out. 

The York Central developers 
have taken a big gamble tonight 
launching their architecturally 
stunning (albeit rather Eighties) 
penthouse loft development in 
Kings Cross with a glamorous 
showbiz party full of “style 


gurus”, famous hairdressers, 
wildly well-dressed architects and 
the like. The invitation itself was 
so aesthetically vibrant it could 
have been a ticket to the MTV 
party. The plethora of blue spot- 
lights lighting up the building 
mingle nervously with the some- 
what less vibrant red lights that 
permeate the rest of the Kings 
Cross region. 

Obstreperous couples in shiny 
black PVC trousers and David 
Bowie haircuts yell clever and 
deep observations at each other 
over smoked salmon canapes and 
cranberry juice. 

“Minimalisl,” they yell, “Urban 
alienation. The allure of the 


industrial landscape.” And so on. 
“Jesus.” I hear one woman mut- 
ter to her partner. “I'm not going 
to live here. This is what our 
neighbours will be like. I won’t be 
able to go to the shops without 
having to discuss Richard bloody 
Rogers for hours in the corridor.” 
Outside, a bunch of dodgy 
hookers and crack addicts huddle 
in the shadows, eyeing us with ill- 
disguised loathing as we wander 
inwards like a military coup by 
the liberal bourgeouisie. When 
you attempt en masse to trans- 
form a well-established inner- 
city ghetto into the set of a 
Mickey Rourke movie, Philippe 
Starck armchairs and Shiro Kura- 


mata lighting become more than 
luxuries. They become weaponry. 
Tonight's unspoken belief is that 
if enough Richard Sapper 
kitchenware gets installed, per- 
haps we cosmopolitans can mar- 
ginalise the drunks and the crack 
addicts, sweep them up and dump 
them somewhere more fittingly 
concrete such as Dalston. That’s 
the plan. 

And believe me. there’s noth- 
ing more off-putting than dis- 
cussing Urban Alienation while 
some ragged alcoholic ex-con- 
struction manager clutching a 
butch of the Big Issue vociferously 
reminds you that not everybody 
survived the recession as suc- 


cessfully as you did. Conse- 
quently, there is an intensity in 
the air tonight. Folk here aren’t 
sunplv partying, They're re- 
grouping and re-fortifying. 

“I'm a little worried,” savs a 
m L a l° n 8 fake fur coat “about 
all the homeless people and crim- 
inals. Won t they break in?" 

“Of course not,” replies the 
man from York Central “Secu- 
rity will be formidable.” He 
pauses. “And, of course, our 
architects will favour a minimal- 
ist interior design, so even if they 

7° . ^^L there won ‘* ^ much 
to steal. There is a long silence. 

Just joking,” says the man. 
slightly nervously. 








. INDEPfflDEf^T WEEKEND - SATURDAY 25 NOVEMBER 1995 




KOBAL COLLECTION 


GlflBENET 



arts '» 

~i « 


Betawen January and October of this year; 4,047 people complained to 
tne ITC about ITY and Channel 4 programmes. 1,500 of them took 
exception to the screening of Martin Scorsese's film The Last 
Temptation of Christ' on C4. making it the most complained about 
programme of the year. The ITCs attention was drawn to the fact that all 
1,500 letters had the same, Incorrect postcode on them. The complaint- 
in had been orchestrated by a religious magazine, which urged Its 
readers to write, and then printed the address incorrectly. 


Princess Diana's interview on ‘Panorama' was watched by ZLm Britons, 
the biggest audience of the year. Nota bad coup by Martin Bashii; that, 
since his programme's audience generally numbers no more than four 
million. We know this sort of thing thanks to an ingenious black box 
placed on the top of televisions in 54,000 homes across the country 
From data received from that sample, extrapolations are made that are 
reckoned to be as accurate as any in the field of market research. Which 
is a bit like saying your car is reliable, as Skodas go. 


On IWTs ‘James Whale Show' last IS August, the media-friendly Tory MP 
Jerry Hayes told a thin gag about a black mechanical toy cat In October, 
the joke was deemed by the Independent Television Commission to be m 
breach of Section 1.4 (ii) of its programme code, the section dealing with 
offence in jokes of a racial nature. The programme's producers were 
advised that greater sensitivity in that area was expected in future, ana 
Hayes was obliged to write a formal apology The ITC moved into action 
because it received a complaint From one viewer. 


So where were you on Monday night? 

It’s claimed 21m people watched ‘Panorama’ on Monday: but all we know for certain is that 20,000 did. Welcome to the curious world of 
broadcasting, where the push of a button on a little black box can launch a career, and a single complaint can end one. By Jim White 

A radio talk show host of they are?” Except that, no mat- he could tailor his effort more ers are changed every three or books, newspapers, even satellite people complain about the most August, was fined 

some national eminence ter how many times he said ”1 directly: how old they were, what four months. television - there is a simple, bru- unexpected things a scene from product placemem 

began his career, operat- know a lot of you arc cal ling, but sex they were. No problem, said Fifty-four thousand house- tal indicator which tells you Mr Bean which six viewers felt tition. And more n 

ing the phone-in on a just be patient and well gel his controller, flourishing a sheaf holds is a huge sample in market whether you have judged the might encourage children to climb was taken on the 

local station between two through to you as soon as we can” of statistics. Of the 1,980 listen- research terms; it is more than public mood accurately: the mar- into tumble driers; a sketch from nature of prograi 

and four in the mornins: the screen in front of him pn hp had armipH I QSfi u/prp inn timM thp mm,hpr nf unrpre ir>>r tfumir ic n/antpH it Unto fin/} Ai/wuih]>h oL-ac thnnoht Mtpilitp rhannt 


A radio talk show host of 
some national eminence 
began his career operat- 
ing the phone-in on a 
load station between two 
and four in the morning: 
a beat known in the business as 
the graveyard shift. As he nat- 
tered on about this and that, he 
would occasionally glance at the 
computer screen on the studio 
table in front of him. On to this 
screen the telephonist would type 
the details of callers ringing the 
station, anxious to air their views, 
things like: “Line 8: Dave from 
Dagenham. Subject: Who do 
them geezers in Brussels think 


they are?” Except that, no mat- 
ter how many times he said ”1 
know a lot of you arc calling, but 
just be patient and well get 
through to you as soon as we can” 
the screen in front of him 
remained blank. 

Wondering whether his job 
entailed little more than 
extended therapy, talking to him- 
self, he approached the station 
controller to ask for a breakdown 
of the listening figures for his 
show. And the station controller 
revealed that, at the last count, be 
bad nearly 2,000 listeners. Aston- 
ished, he thought he’d like to 
know more about them, so that 
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he could tailor his effort more 
directly: how old they were, what 
sex they were. No problem, said 
his controller, flourishing a sheaf 
of statistics. Of the 1,980 listen- 
ers he had accrued. 1,980 were 
male, 1.980 were of social group 
D and 1,980 were aged between 
IS and 25. 

“Id other words,” he recalled, 
“they'd asked a panel of people 
what they had been listening to, 
and one bloke had been listening 
to me. From that they had extrap- 
olated the figures and reckoned 
that since he had, then 1,979 oth- 
ers had too." 

On Monday night, according 
to official figures, 21m Britons 
watched the Princess of Wales 
shaft her husband on Panorama. 
A huge number, that only Bet 
Gilroy's departure from Coro- 
nation Street has come dose 
this year. From the experience of 
: the talk show host, though, are 
we to assume that this might be 
a fantasy figure? According to 
the BBC’s research department, 
the figures were arrived at like 
this: 54,000 households, selected 
to be representative of all social 
groups across the country, are 
equipped with a tittle black box 
which they place on top of their 
televisions. Plugged in to the aer- 
ial socket, this piece of kit also 
has direct access, via the tele- 
phone line, to a central data- 
gathering base in London, which 
records exactly what is being 
watched in each house. 

Furthermore, on top of the 
box are a number of buttons. 
Every time a member of the 
household walks into the room 
to watch the television, they 
press their own individual but- 
ton. The computer knows who is 
on the other end of which but- 
ton and logs it, giving informa- 
tion on age, sex and social status 
of each viewer. To prevent the 
sample growing stale, box hold- 


ers are changed every three or 
four months. 

Fifty-four thousand house- 
holds is a huge sample in market 
research terms; it is more than 
100 times the number of voters 
canvassed for a political opinion 
poll. Nonetheless, all that we 
can know for certain is that on 
Monday night about 20,000 
households were plugged in to 
Panorama. 

“Of course, ideally everyone 
would have a box,” said a BBC 
stats spokesman, “but the tech- 
nology simply docs not exist to 
process that sort of rush of data. 
We feel that the sample we have 
provides as sophisticated a level 
of audience research as can be 
delivered for the budget.” 
But surely there must be cir- 
cumstances when the sample 
cannot deliver accurate data. 
What happens when they come 
across a programme, tike our 
radio talk show host’s, which has 
no one in the sample tuning in? 

“We never give a zero rating, 
we simply say that programmes 
fall below a certain level,” said 
the spokesman. “Sometimes 
overnight education programmes 
get very low scores, but that is 
because they have been videoed 
and watched at more reasonable 
times, information we can pick 
up on our video monitoring ser- 
vice. I have to say though that I 
have never come across a pro- 
gramme which no one in our 
sample saw.” So someone 
watched The Late Show after alL 

“Remember," he added, “the 
corporation has to feel confident 
in the information. This is not a 
PR exercise. Broadcasters need 
to know for their own purposes, 
to decide whether to commission 
another series of a programme.” 

This is the point. As hard as it 
may be to believe, broadcasters 
aim to provide the public with 
what it wants. In other media - 


books, newspapers, even satellite 
television - there is a simple, bru- 
tal indicator which tells you 
whether you have judged the 
public mood accurately: tiie mar- 
ket If your product is wanted, it 
sells. Broadcasters on radio and 
terrestrial television, however, 
have to rely on tor more inexact 
sciences. And viewing figures 
are the least inexact of them. 

LWT”s James Whale Show was 
severely reprimanded by the 
Independent Television Com- 
mission for a joke made by the 
Tory MP Jerry Hayes, which was 
found offensive by one viewer 
[see panel above). This single 
intervention altered the future 
editorial content of the show. 
And it isn’t just Jerry Hayes who 
has had his broadcasting career 
checked by -complaint power. 
Terry Christian was removed 
altogether from the employ of 
Talk Radio UK after one listener 
complained about an item on his 
Sunday night show (though at the 
time, it was unkindly suggested 
this represented three quarters of 
his audience; the other listener 
was a half-wit). 

According to James Conway of 
the ITC. every complaint his 
organisation receives is investi- 
gated. “We look at the nature of 
the complaint and see whether 
there should be any action 
taken," he said. “For instance, we 
received a complaint on Thurs- 
day from someone unhappy with 
the interview with Anne Marie 
West od ITV on Wednesday. 
Not because they thought the 
particular programme was offen- 
sive. but because they thought 
the whole West case was so dis- 
tasteful h shouldn’t be given air 
time. In that case we felt no 
action should be taken.” 

But in others, whole editorial 
direction can change from the 
smallest number of objections. 
And it is not just sex or violence, 


people complain about the most 
unexpected things: a scene from 
Mr Bean which six viewers felt 
might encourage children to climb 
into tumble driers; a sketch from 
Hale and Pace which was thought 
by five people to be offensive to 
Catholics; or, at the other 
extreme, a scene from London's 
Burning which six viewers thought 
gave an inaccurate portrayal of 
paganism. Does this mean that, 
using the extrapolative techniques 
of other statistical gathering, 600 
viewers were offended by the 
scene, but were too lazy to put pen 
to paper? “It’s a reasonable rule 
of thumb that the more com- 
plaints you receive the more peo- 
ple were unhappy." said Mr Con- 
way. “But not always.” 

Sometimes, as Mary White- 
house’s National Viewers and 
Listeners Association has learnt 
very well, a small number of 
complained can make a vastly 
unrepresentative noise. If you are 
going to make a campaign com- 
plaint, however, make sure you 
don't give yourself away. 

By far the biggest mail bag the 
ITC received this year was for the 
screening of Martin Scorsese’s 
Last Temptation of Christ on 
Channel 4 (see panel above). 

“We had a clue that someone 
was orchestrating that com- 
plaint,” said Mr Conway, 
“because every single letter had 
the wrong post-code. Our 
address had been incorrectly 
printed in a magazine which sug- 
gested that if enough of its read- 
ers wrote in to us, the screening 
could be stopped. Of course, just 
because a pressure group orches- 
trates a complaint doesn't negate 
it. But you have to be careful in 
assuming it is a representative 
sample of viewers.” 

Sometimes the ITC acts with- 
out any complaints from viewers, 
as in the case of This Morning 
with Richard and Judy which, in 


August, was fined £500,000 for 
product placement in a compe- 
tition. And more recently action 
was taken on the over-explicit 
nature of programming on a 
satellite sex cbanneL 

“Given the nature of the audi- 
ence tuning in to that program- 
ming,” said Mr Conway, “we 
were unlikely to receive a com- 
plaint if it was too explicit.” 
There is, however, a group of 
people even smaller and even 
more powerful than the black box 
owners and the complained 
determining what is shown on 
television: the television critics. 

“The problem is,” said one 
leading documentary producer, 
“senior commissioning editors 
don’t watch television. They rely 
entirely on the buzz a pro- 
gramme generates to assess its 
worth. And since the only indi- 
cator of buzz they know is the 
critics, fantastic weight is given to 
their opinions." 

This is, so insiders claim, one 
of the main reasons why British 
sitcoms are so poor. Sitcoms 
take time to develop, for char- 
acter to emerge, for audiences to 
become familiar with their 
rhythm: the first series of Black- 
adder was, after all, a consider- 
ably less funny beast than the last 
But critics, forced to review the 
first episode, are wont to find 
them unamusing. This, coupled 
with unspectacular viewing fig- 
ures, mean they are generally 
killed off before a second or 
third series can be commissioned. 

“Critics ought to be careful 
before slagging off a pro- 
gramme,” said the anonymous 
source, “you may be preventing 
the programme maker from 
working again.” 

And, of course, from putting 
themselves at the mercy of little 
black boxes and lone viewers 
armed with pen, paper and a 
grievance. 


The Dogg has his day in court 

Edward Heimore reports from New York on the opening of rapper 
Snoop Doggy Dogg's trial for murder 
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T he murder case against 
the rapper Snoop Doggy 
Dogg in Los Angeles is 
■ echoing loudly the trial of the 
last famous and wealthy 
black defendant to see the 
inside of the Central Crimi- 
nal Court House. ' 

As ifby rote. Snoop Dogg’s 
defence, led by Johnnie L 
Cochran, has targeted the 
LAPD for abusive and sloppy 
.investigation. Investigators 
have admitted to losing the 
' shell casings from the murder 
weapon and the victim's 
bloody do thing. The defence 
contends that the police 
destroyed evidence, prosecu- 
tors maintain that what was 
lost is insignificant “Warn 
me to say those famous 
words?" Cochran asked 
reporters last month, alluding 
to his dosing arguments to 
the OJ Simpson jury. “If it 
doesn't fit, you must acquit.” 
Snoop Dogg, aka Calvin. 
Broadus, is charged with the 
murder of Philip Wolde- 
mariam is Los Angeles on- 
August 25, 1993. Prosecutors 
allege that Dogg ordered his 
bodyguard and co-defendant 

McKinley Lee, to shoot 


Woldemariam from a black 
jeep driven and owned by the 
rap star in a gang-related 
dnve-by murder. 

Law enforcement sources 
say that Woldemariam, 20, 
and Dogg. 24, had connec- 
tions with different street 
gangs. The victim, a member 
of the By Yersetf Hustlers, 
apparently resented Dogg, 
listed as a member of the 
Long Beach Insane Crips, 
for moving into his neigh- 
bourhood during the record- 
ing of his four-million selling 
record, Doggystyle. 

On the evening of the 
shooting, an argument 
erupted between the two in 
front of Dogg’s apartment 
and a car chase ensued that 
ended with a fatal shot into 
Woldemariam "s back. The 
defence contends that Lee 
shot Woldemariam in self- 
defence after he drew a gun 
on Dogg who is currently 
free on Sim bail. 

This week, after a month of 
pre-trial hearings and weeks 
of probing panellists about 
their attitudes toward the 
LAPD, the criminal justice 
system, OJ Simpson and rap 



Doggystyle 
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music, the sides agreed on 
members of what is described 
as an “QJ-neutraT jury. 

Oneprospective juror was 
rejected after he opined that 
since the Simpson verdict, 
panellists should be subject to 
IQ tests. Another said that 
though she had listened to 
and read magazine ankles 
on rap she “still hated it". 
Meanwhile Snoop Dogg, like 
Simpson, has been playing 
down his image as bad boy; 
he turns up to court each day 
in a smart blue suit and shows 
little emotion, perhaps 
because, given the reputation 
of the LAPD and Cochran’s 
record for securing acquittals, 
he has little to fear. 
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Gilbert Adair 

year I found myself, grat- 
dytagly, out of step with the 
literary establishment I much 
enjoyed Umberto Eco’s The 
Island of the Day Before 
(Seeker), a scrntfllatingly writ- 
ten (or rather, employing a 
musical analogy, scintillat- 
ingly scored) narrative of 
whimsical erudition; as also 
Kazuo Ishiguio’s magnificent, 
misunderstood The Uncon- 
soled (Faber). My book of 
the year, though, is Milan 
Kundera's Testaments Betrayal 
(Faber), a collection of nine 
masterly essays on the condi- 
tion and vocation of the artist 
To revive a whiskery old chest- 
nut of the Christmas books 
pages, “Not a day passes but 
I dip into it”. Corny but true. 

Hugo Barnacle 

Alan Isleris The Prince of West 
End Avenue (Cape) pictured 
a Jewish retirement home in 
Manhattan as a veritable Elsi- 
nore of back-stabbing and 
remorse, and was wonder- 
fully funny with it. Richard 
Ford’s Independence Day 
(Harvill) was a check-list of 
middle-aged doubts and fears, 
but avoided either indulging 
or patronising its characters. 
Norman Mailer in Oswald’s 
Tale (Little, Brown) recon- 
structed the short life of JFK’s 
probable assassin with an 
insight that made the usual 
conspiracy theories look like 
so much cerebral Meccano. 

Malcolm Bradbury 


The book trade has been mis- 
erable this year, the books 
have been good. I’m grateful 
to have had two major novels, 
Salman Rushdie’s The Moors 
Last Sigh (Cape) and Martin 
Amis’s 77it’ Information 
(HarperCollins). The first is 
an especial pleasure, since 
here is a great and persecuted 
writer back to the top of his 
form; the second marks the 
transition of one of our most 
vivid creators of atmosphere 
into the fiction of middle-age. 
Kazuo Ishiguro took a risk in 
breaking free of the reticence 
and minimalism of his previ- 
ous work. The Unconsoled 
( Faber) is a true act of writeriy 
courage, as well as an impor- 
tant experimental novel. 

Gordon Bum 

Almost everything I’ve read 
this year has had to do - 
sometimes unconsciously, 
often tangentially - with the 
events at 25 Cromwell Street 
in Gloucester. House by 
Rachel Whiteread (Phaidon) 
contains five essays, princi- 
pally a typical tyro piece by 
Iain Sinclair. The Body in Pain 
by Elaine Scarry (Oxford) is 
a brilliant meditation on the 
vulnerability of the human 
body to physical and psychic 
assault. Andrew O'Hagan’s 
strange, reveried The Missing 
(Picador), part autobiogra- 
phy, part old-fashioned pave- 
ment-pounding, marks the 


most auspicious debut by a 
British writer for some time. 
The fiction I’ve enjoyed most 
is The Destiny of Nathalie X 
(Sinclair-Stevenson), William 
Boyd's second collection of 
short stories, and Sabbath's 
Theater (Cape), Philip Roth’s 
filthy masteipiece. My novel 
of the year is Independence 
Day (Harvill) by Richard 
Ford, the unexpectedly sym- 
phonic sequel to The Sports- 
writer (1984), which is coming 
to be seen as the landmark 
American novel of its decade. 

Donald Cameron Watt 

1995 brought a crop of books 
from 50th anniveraries, VE 
Day and VJ Day. The best 

were Richard Over/s suc- 
cinct Why the Allies Won the 
Htrr(Cape), David Reynolds s 
masterful and moving Rich 
Relations: the American Occu- 
pation of Britain 1942-1945 
(HarperCollins) and a bril- 
liantly original study by 
Nicholas Cull. Selling War. 
the British Campaign against 
American "Neutrality” in World 

War II (Oxford). Best of all, 

| however, was Noel Annan’s 
marvellously readable mar- 
riage of memoirs with 
research. Changing Enemies. 
(HarperCollins). For light 
relief I turned to Teny Pratch- 
ett's latest Disc-world fantasy 
Maskerade (Gollancz). I am 
saving this year’s Booker win- 
ner, by a former student in my 
department, for Christmas. 

Barbara Cartland 



The First choice for my 
favourite book is by our bril- 
liant historian, Christopher 
Hibbert. It is entitled Nelson: 
A Personal History (Penguin) 
and will be a source of inspi- 
ration for any student of his- 
tory. Another famous hero, 
Douglas Fairbanks Jnr. in his 
wonderful book, A Hell of a 
War (Robson), has written a 
fascinating account of his 
experiences in the last war, 
when be served alongside 
Lord Mountbatten in the US 
Navy. Lastly, John Pearson’s 
book on J. Paul Getty and his 
heirs, Painfully Rich (Macmil- 
lan), is a compelling book 
and eminently readable. 

Roger Clarke 

Gore Vidal’s life has been 
spent leading up la Palimpsest: 
A Memoir (Deatsch). Rjmpous 
but a raconteur of genius. 
William Burroughs’s My Edu- 
cation: A Book of Dreams 
(Picador) is a treasure-trove. 
Photographer Larry Q ark’s 
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The Perfect Childhood (Scalo/ 
Thames and Hudson) is 
familiar territory: grunge aw 
teenagers (he directed Kids). 
Paul Auster’s essays on cre- 
ativity The Red Notebooks 
(Faber) are aetherial m 
comparison. David Peats 
quirky Blackfoot Physics 
(Fourth Estate) and Peter 
James’s The Sunken Ring- 
dom (Cape) are about magic 
science and a TUrkish 
Atlantis respectively. 

Dermal Clinch 

Provocative, complex, just the 
right side of pretentious, 
pianist-critic Charles Rosen's 
The Romantic Generation 
(HarperCollins) sets new 
standards for thinking and 
writing on Schumann, Lizst 
and Chopin. Maynard 

Solomon’s psychobiography 
of Mozart (Hutchinson) has 
much about “Plampi- 

Stnimpi”, less about music, 
but reads like a detective 
story. Ever wondered why 
audiences are silent? James 
H. Johnson’s Listening in Dais 
(University of California 
Press) gives the definitive 
soci'o-culturaJ answer, with 
narrative and analysis inspir- 
ingly mixed. Finally, the 
francophile's dream: where 
do you find the freshest chevre 
in Toulouse? Which charcutier 
is Cahors’s finest? Coffe 1995 
(Guides Ball and), available in 
supermarkets across France, 
changed my life fora summer. 

Colin Dexter 


Pm still amazed at the detec- 
tive writer Minette Walters. 
The Dark Room (Macmillan), 
her fourth novel hooked me 
from the word go. She has the 
supreme gift of being a story- 
teller - for me, this is every- 
thing. Walter Moseley, whose 
RL's Dream (Serpent’s Tail) 
came out this autumn, is 
emerging as the best of the 
contemporary American 
crime novelists - he's heading 
for great things in the Chan- 
dler mode. But the really big 
book I read this year, I got last 
Christmas: Juliet Barker’s 
massive, lovingly researched 
and perceptive biography of 
i the Brontes (Phoenix). 


Geoff Dyer 


What an undisappomtingyear 
it was! The two books I was 
most looking forward to were 
the ones I most enjoyed: 
Albert Camus’s The Fast Man 
(Hamish Hamilton) and 
Thomas Bernhard’s Extinc- 
tion (Quartet). Both, were 
magnificent, both were their 
authors* final testaments - 
beyond that they could not 
have been more different Jay 
Winter's Sites of Memory, Sites 
of Mourning (Cambridge) was 
a sustained, scholarly investi- 
gation of the cultural after- 
math of the Great Whr. Win- 
ter’s title also sums up Erich 
Hartmann’s haunting, unfor- 
gettable In the Camps (Nor- 
ton), a collection of photo- 
graphs of the concentration 
camps as they exist today. I 
cannot remember having seen 
photographs which explore 


between place and memory 

Felipe Fernandez- 


InGreen Imperialism, Richard 
Grove’s creative scholarship 
traces environmentalism to 
the world of Gauguin, where 
troubled expatriates struggled 
with tiie fragility of paradise. 
Scholastic Humanism and the 
Unification of Europe VoLIby 
RW Southern (Blackwell) dis- 
plays the mind of our most 
sensitive historian grasping a 
vast medieval project to 
restore knowledge forfeit in 
Eden. In The Later Tudors 
(Oxford), Penry Williams 
enlivens the traditional for- 
mula of an Oxford history 
without sacrifice of authority. 
John Keegan’s Warpaths 
(Hodder) is a beguiling exam- 
ple of the trend for fusing his- 
tory and traveL Adam 
Thorpe’s Still (Seeker) and 
Francisco ReboUedo's Rascro 
(Weidenfeld) are novels fired 
by historical imaginations 
which historians should envy. 


Collins in The End of the j 
Hunt (Sinclair-Stevenson), 
the last of Thomas Flana- 
gan’s Irish trilogy, ending in 
1922; as good a book as any 
to clarify histoiy while peace 
still trickles through the 
Belfast streets. Tun Fat 
Coogan’s The Troubles 
(Hutchinson) took me up to 
1995. Amid the snows of Rus- 
sia, Fyszard Kapuscinski, the 
greatest living foreign corre- 
spondent, guided me across 
the lmperium (Granta) - the 
collapsing Soviet Union - with 
the cold eye of a Pole who 
understands cruelty. 

Penelope Fitzgerald 

Margaret Forster’s Hidden 
Lives (Viking). Forster found 
mysteries and secrets, not all 
of which she could solve, in 
her story of three generations, 
ending with her own tough 
struggle to get the education, 
the career and the marriage 
she wanted. Not golden mem- 
ories, exactly, but something 
more interesting. Richard 
Ingrams’s Muggeridge: The 
Biography (HarperCollins). 
With calm authority- the only 
way to do it - Ingrams has 
managed to contain wonder- 
fully well the outrageously 
unquiet spirit of a great jour- 
nalist. Posy Simmonds’s F- 
Freeang Alphabet (Cape). An 
enormous success with 5-year- 
olds who are themselves nice 
and warm under the duvet 

Roy Foster 

For those like myself absorbed 
in the Yeats world, three 
books managed to shed light 
in 1995. William Murphy’s 
Family Secrets: William Butler 
Yeats and his Relatives (Gill 
and Macmillan) is a treasure- 
trove of letters and anecdotes, 
richly textured and spiced with 
sympathetic irony. Gifford 
Lewis’s beautifully produced 
The Yeats Sisters and the Cuala 
(Irish Academic Press) at last 
does justice to the printing and 
design of the Yeats sisters’ 
arts-and-crafts enterprise. 
And Lucy McDiarmid’s and 
Maureen Waters's edition of 
Lady Gregory’s Selected Writ- 
ings (Penguin) supplies plays, 
folk-tales and autobiography 
with a perceptive introduction 
that genuinely reassesses this 
complex and endlessly 
resoaroefuJ woman. 

Maipret Forster 


Robert Fisk 


In a cruel century, we read 
cruel books. “They intended 
us to die along with them," 
Michael Collins says of the 
1916 Dublin martyrs. "They 
didn’t explain that to me. Was 
it explained to you?" A fic- 
tional but mightily realistic 



which would make a good 
Christmas present And once 
a gain Hilary Mantel produced 
my favourite novel of the year. 
An Experiment in Love 
(Viking) is written with subtle 
perceptiveness, sharp wit and 
canny wisdom. 

Lyndall Gordon 

Mark Bostridge has made a 
distinguished debut with his 
life of Vera Brittain co- 
authored with Paul Berry 
(Chatto); a full-scale biogra- 
phy that leaves behind the 
standard plod of pedigree to 
grave. This thoughtful portrait 
of a dauntless feminist and 
pacifist combines the read- 
ability of a novel with the 
authenticity of fact. Joan 
Smith’s Full Stop (Chatto), the 
fifth of her intelligent crime 
novels, opens up the disturb- 
ing but little-discussed subject 
of sexual fear - an experience 
most women would find 
absorbingly familiar. Finally, 
John Hollander’s field- 
changing collection, Ameri- 
can Poetry of the 19th Century 
(library of America, 2 vols). 

Christina Hardyment 

Fanny Trollope’s Widow Bam- 
aby (Alan Sutton), first pub- 
lished in 1839 and reprinted 
this year to accompany Tferesa 
Ransom’s excellent biogra- 
phy of the author, is Jane 
Austen with the gloves off. 
Mother of the more famous 
Anthony but just as good a 
j storyteller, Fanny spins a oom- 
1 pulsivety readable and very 
funny yarn of debt, double- 
1 dealing and the seamier side 
of Bath society. Tbo close to 
the bone for the prudish Vic- 
torians, today Fanny deserves 
ro come bade into her own. 
Ann Wroe’s A Fool and his 
Money: Life in a Partitioned 
Medieval Town (Cape) is his- 
tory as quest, told with such 
vivid turns of phrase that it 
reads like watching a film. 
Alice K. Turner’s History of 
Hell (Robert Hale) traces the 
idea of the Great Below from 
Ancient Mesopotamia through 
medieval harrowings to mod- 
em times (hell is other peo- 
ple, said Sartre; hell is oneself, 
said TS. Eliot). It’s full of 
unforgettable characters and 
themes which jump time and 
place to recur with uncanny 
similarities: ferrymen and 
fearful hounds, divine queens 
and dread lords, visitors on 
hopeless quests for lost loved 


Roy Hattersley 



Enjoying is different from 
admiring, especially where 
books are concerned. I 
enjoyed Nick Hornby’s High 
Fidelity (Gollancz) without 
admiring it; I admired The 
Year 's Midnight by Alex Ben- 
zie (Viking) for what it tried 
to do, but I was glad when I'd 
finished it But when enjoying 
and admiring come together 
that is something; this year 
this happened most satisfac- 
toraiiy of all with an auto- 
biography, The Railway Man 
by Eric Lomax (Cape). I’ve 
always been drawn to 
accounts of any kind of 
imprisonment, and this is the 
most admirable I have ever 
read, bat it was how the 
author describes his lost for 
revenge, and how he finally 
dealt with it, which impressed 
me most. A rare book - excit- 
ing, moving and written with 
a clear and definite purpose. 

Patrick French 


During the summer I found 
myself reading the collected 
works of Joanna Trollope, by 
accident 1 like to think, and 
was captivated by her mild 
subversion of traditional 
British values./! Village Affair 
and The Rector's Wife (Black 
Swan) were the best. But my 
favourite book this year must 
be Tsuguhito Takeuchi’s 
enthralling study of early 
cross-cultural social and trad- 
ing links, Old Tibetan Con- 
tracts from Central Asia 
(Daizou Shuppan Publishing). 

Sue Gaisford 


Henrietta Leyser’s Medieval 
Women (Weidenfeld) is the 
best histoiy book I've read for 
years, full of stories and air- 
prises and written with gentle 
elegance from enormous 
knowledge. The appendix sug- 
gests a receipt to cure every 
female ailment: it includes, 
among its 37 ingredients, puri- 
fied peonies, Macedonian pel- 
litoty and fleaworL More 
recent histoiy comes from the 
BBC’s superb team of exiled 
reporters, distilled into From 
Our Own Correspondent, The 
First Forty Ifca/s (BBCTPan), 



The best biography of the 
year was Peter Ackroyd’s 
Blake (Sindair-Stevenson), an 
exciting evocation of the 
poet’s life and times, a 


revelation for V- * 
people who think \TV-* 
of him as simply the Jjfnb 
author erf Jerusalem ^ 

Roy Jenkins’s magis- 
terial life of Gladstone 
(Macmillan) -written only > 
as one politician can write 
about another - was a dose 
runner-np. For once, the 
Booker judges got it right, 
with Pat Barker's The Ghost 
Road (Viking). The most 
over-rated book of the year 
was Bill Biyson’s Notes From 
a Small Island (Doubleday) - 
the usual repetition of how 
the author teas cheated and 
insulted by surly locals whom 
he later punished by writing 
unfunny stories about them. 
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I never read enough poetry, 
but MaTk Doty's Afv Alexan- 
dria (Cape) announced that 
rarest of birds, an American 
poet who is neither preening, 
portentous nor self-absorbed. 
His technical assurance lends 
a marmoreal beauty to poems 
about dying, danger and 
memory in the time of Aids. 
Art history comes my way too 
seldom as a reviewer, but Fve 
relished the shrewd reap- 
praisals in James Christen 
Steward's The New Child 
(Washington), a lavishly 
detailed account of the way 
English 18th-century artists 
changed the way we look at our 
beloved little monsters. 

Angela Lambert 


Pat Barker’s The Ghost Road 
(Viking) was the best book 1 
read this year, ’miff said. 1 also 
greatly enjoyed Margaret 
Forster's Hidden Lives 
(Wring), a memoir of three 
generations of her own fam- 
ily in Carlisle which throbbed 
with authenticity and painful 
discoveries. Charles Black- 
more’s quite different journey 
of discovery took him to the 
Taklamakan Desen in China, 
from which his brilliant book 
takes its title: The Worst Desert 
on Earth (Murray). Finally, 
Jane Rogers's remarkably 
inventive novel Promised 
Lands (Faber) introduced me 
to this author, all of whose 
books 1 have now read and 
hugely admired. 

Jeremy Lewis 


Shrewd, sad and funny, DJ. 
Enright' s Interplay (Oxford) is 
a nimble combination of com- 
monplace book and autobi- 
ography. He has some harsh 
word to say about literaiy 
biographies (and quite right 
too), but even be might be 
moved and entertained by 
Selina Hastings’s elegant life 
of Evelyn Waugh (Sinclair- 
Stevenson). Those anxious 
to linger in that particular 
patch of English literaiy life 
should turn to the second 
volume of Betjeman’s Letters 
(Methuen), edited by Candida 
Lycett Green. The comic mis- 
pellings and strained jocular- 
ity are, mercifully, less in evi- 
dence than in \blumel: both 
books add up to a marvellous 
self-portrait of a man who, like 
his poetry, was a good deal 
more melancholy than he 
appeared on the surface. 


Lachlan Mackinnon 


Richard Davenport-Hines’s 
Auden (Faber), more a col- 
lection of biographical essays 
than a linear biography, pow- 
erfully evokes the fertility and 
brilliance of England’s great- 
est 20th-century poet. Auden 
once proposed marriage to 
Hannah Arendt, whose bleak 
account of the event is in the 




i / gossipy and grip- 
» j ping Between Friends: 
/ 1 the Correspondence of 
J Hannah Arendt and 
* / Mary McCarthy 1949- 
i f 1975 (Seeker). Seamus 
Y Heaney’s The Redress of 
J Poetry (Faber) was the most 
v exciting critical book this year, 
a major statement by a great 
poet coming into his own. 
Michael Hofmann's transla- 
tion of Hugo von Hof- 
mannsthal’s The Lord Chan- 
‘ dos Letter (Penguin Syrens) is 
invaluable. 

Karl Miller 

Among the books I enjoyed 
this year was Kicking and 
Screaming (Robson Books), 
an oral history of football, 
with wide-ranging testimony 
from players and watchers; 
and a reissue of The Adven - 
^ tunes of Gurudeva (Heine- 
\. ' mann),bySeepersadNaipaul, 
father of Sir Vjdja and in 


| some measure the original of 
his Mr Biswas - it's the com- 
edy of a Trinidad bad-John 
who turns into a Hindu pun- 
dit Also: a new life of Robert 
Bums by lan McIntyre, and 
the early life of Andrew 
O’Hagan, as told by O’Hagan, 
among other stories, in his 
book The Missing (Picador). 

Lucasta Miller 

Anyone who, like me. has 
been working on the Brontes 
must have breathed a huge 
sigh of relief when Margaret 
Smith published her definitive 
edition of The Letters of Char- 
lotte Bronte (Oxford) - after 
ISO years, all this marvellously 
biting and passionate corre- 
spondence has finally been 
pulled together in a text you 
can trust. Margaret Forster's 
Hidden Uves, (Viking) an inti- 
mate account of three female 
generations of her own family, 
was more illuminating than 
any social history. As a com- 
plete illiterate when it comes 
to Physics and Chemistry, I 
was amazed to find myself 
absorbed in John CaxfsFaber 
Book of Science. And Rrter 
Conrad's literary critical study 
To Be Continued L* Four Stories 
and their Sunival (Oxford) had 
moments of such disarming 
cleverness that I had to admire 
it despite its flaws. 


edited without affectation or 
piety by his daughter, and 
Richard Davenport-Hines’s 
hugely intelligent and illumi- 
nating account of what it was 
like to be Auden (Heinemann). 

Harriet Paterson 

It was pure literary pleasure 
to read The Siren (Harvili), 
selected works of Giuseppe di 
Lampedusa: haunting child- 
hood memories of Sicily, one 
or two lyrical pieces of fiction, 
but best of all his passionate 
and humorous literary criti- , 
asm. My historical novel of 
the year is the wildly ambi- 
tious Rosen? (Weidenfeld) by 
the new Mexican writer Fran- 
cisco Rebofledo, a full immer- 
sion in the Enlightenment, 
rank with politics, sex, phi- 
losophy and death. Finally, 
the 16th edition of the great 
Story of Art (Phaidon) must , 
qualify, with new additions on 
the 20th century: 45 years on, 
Ernst Gombrich is still as 
delightful as ever. 

Roy Porter 


Jan Morris 



In an exceptionally good year 
of reading and reviewing, five 
books gave me particular 
pleasure in different ways. I 
greatly admired Lawrence 
James's tremendous The Rise 
and Fall of the British Empire 
(Little, Brown). I loved Pene- 
lope Fitzgerald’s hauntingly 
peculiar nciveL The Blue 
Flower (Flamingo). I shall 
never forget Theo Rich- 
mond's elegiac but bearten- 
ingly entertaining Kanin 
(Cape), about the fete of a 
Jewish shied in Poland. I was 
exhilarated by Patrick 
French’s rip-roaring biogra- 
phy Younghusband (Harper- 
CoDins). But most of ail. I 
have to say, I enjoyed Ivan 
Turgenev’s A Huntsman's 
Sketches (Foreign Languages 
Publishing House, Moscow) - 
and in translation at that 

Jeff Huttall 

Eric Hobsbawm’s Age of 
Extremes (Abacus) came none 
too soon with its sane per- 
spective on the century's 
| implosion. Gillian Rose, writ- 
i iflg like a poet in Love 's Work 
(Chatto), helps us to live in 
circumstances which are i 
never likely to be what we 
want Iain Sinclair in Radon 
Daughters (Vintage) and Cor- 
mack McCarthy in The Cross- 
ing (Picador) both demon- 
strated that prose continues to 
be a vehicle for visionary 
invention, while Maggie 
O’SullivaD's In the House of 
the Shaman (Reality Street) 
spun wild panoramic verse 
that rescues poetry from ail 
fears concerning its moribund 
state in the era of so-called 
post-modernism. 

Cristina Odone 


When the dust of history set- 
tles, future generations will 
wonder at our present fasci- 
nation with in-your-face 
macho scribblings which 
threaten to drown out the 
quiet, dignified writings of 
our roost consistently under- 
valued novelist, Anita 
Brookner. As I read her lat- 
est Incidents in the rue Laugier 
(Cape), I once again mar- 
velled at the quiet elegance of 
her prose. Another favourite 
novel: David McLaurin’s 
Mortal Sins (Duckworth) - a 
Banana Republic setting for 
the battle between good and 
eviL Best biography: Clive 
Fisher’s A Nostalgic Life, a 
haunting portrait of Cyril 
Connolly (Macmillan). 

Peter Parker 


Pace George Walden, two 
novels on historical themes: 
Pat Barker's The Ghost Road 
(Viking), in which she man- 
ages to pull together, in a 
deeply moving conclusion, the 
many rich strands of her 
haunting First World War tril- 
ogy; and Mark Meriis’sAnw- 
ican Studies (Fourth Estate), 
a funny, troubling and beau- 
tifully written book about 
love, lust and betrayal in the 
McCarthy era. Two books 
about poets: the alternately 
hilarious and harrowing sec- 
ond volume of Betjeman’s 
Letters 1951-1984 (Methuen), 


Hvo books have given me 
unexpected delight this yean 
The Red Queen's Dream: Or, 
Lewis Carroll in Wonderland. 
by Jo Elwyn Jones and J. 
Francis Gladstone (Cape), 
which charmingly unlocks the 
enigmas of Alice; and Steven 
Lukes 's The Curious Enlight- 
enment of Professor Caritat 
(Verso), a witty up-dating of 
Voltaire’s Candide. Three 
works have done the essential 
job of exposing the corruption 
of public life and government 
in this country begun by the 
crazed Mrs Thatcher and con- 
tinued by the creep who suc- 
ceeded hen Will Hutton’s The 
Slate We're In (Cape); Simon 
Jenkins's Accountable to 
None: The Tory Nationaliza- 
tion of Britain (Harnish 
Hamilton); and Peter Hen- 
nessy*s The Hidden Wiring: 
Unearthing die British Consti- 
tution (Gollancz). Copies of 
each make essential gifts for 
any relative still be contem- 
plating voting Conservative. 

Miranda Seymour 


I absolutely loved The Jbung 
Disraeli (Sinclair-Stevenson). 
Jane Ridley paints a marvel- 
lously spirited and intelligent 
portrait of Dizzy in his dis- 
solute years as an inveterate 
gambler who paid his debts 
by writing the lush novels 
which caused Lady Salisbury 
loftfly to dismiss him as “very 
clever, but superlatively vul- 
gar'’. Journey to the Ants 
(Harvard) is* by Bert Holl- 
dobler and Edward O. Wil- 
son. You don’t need to be a 
myrm ecologist to be 

enthralled by stories of the 
equivalent of building the 
Great Wall of China. The 
photographs are breathtak- 
ing. Jane Rogers’s Promised 
Lands (Faber) is a novel 
which deserved to be on the 
Booker shortlist for its pow- 
erful and mesmerising 
account of conflict in the 
first Botany Bay settlement. I 


i Ned Sherrin 

John Berendt’s Midnight in the 
Garden of Good and Evil 
(Chatto) had me most on the 

edge of my chair - but if I had 

been listening to the Radio 4 
reading of John Betjeman’s 
Letters (Methuen) at the time 
I might happily have relaxed! 
gjppteH through Colin Clarice’s 

The Prince, the Should and Me 

(HarperCoIlins) and await fur- 
ther exposures. Gore Vidal’s 
PaSmpsest (Deutscfa) was not 
ruined by his two television 
appearances and Tm sorry that 
he is still not speaking to me. 
I dare say we shall both live 
long enough. I do hope he 
does. Keith Waterhouse’s City 
Lights (Hodder) is required 
reading, as is Michael Parkin- 
son’s Sporting Profiles (Pavil- 
ion) - he’s the best sports 
interviewer. 

Christopher Sinclair- 
Stevenson 


John le Carrd was on top form 
with Our Games (Hodder), a 
wonderfully sour book in 
which he displayed remarkable 
prescience about develop- 
ments in Chechnya. Bajny 
Unsworth’s Morality Play 
(Hamisb Hamilton) was that 
rare book which left me want- 
ing it to be longer. Justin 
Cartwright’s In Every Face 1 1 
Meet (Sceptre) defied George 
Walden’s animadversions 
against the sins of nostalgia tty 
being chillingly up to the 
minute. And, for pure enter- : 
tainment, wit aod elegance, 1 1 
must pick out Julian Barnes’s 
Letters from London (Pica- 
dor). Mis Thatcher will never 
seem the same again. 

Di Taylor 


Barbara Trapido 






For anyone even remotely 
interested in 19th-century lit- 
erature, Edgar F. Harden's 
magisterial The Letters and 
Private Papers of William 
Makepeace Thackeray (2 vols. 
Garland), a supplement to 
Gordon N. Ray’s equally mag- 
isterial four volume edition of 
1945-6. is an extraordinary 
piece of scholarship - 1,600 
pages of new and refined 
material on what is already 
one of the better documented 
mid-Victorian lives. In a com- 
pletely different arena. I liked 
Ivor Crewe’s and Anthony 
King's thoroughly exhaustive 
chronicle SDP The Life. Birth 
and Death of the Social Demo- 
cratic Party (Oxford). Two 
novels 1 enjoyed were Hilary 
Mantel’s An Experiment in 
Love (Viking) and Timothy 
Mo’s Brownout on Breadfruit 
Boulevard (Paddleless). 


Santa’s New 
Clothes... 

Discover how post-civil war 
America created a new 
‘Christmas* which helped forge 
a common national identity, and 
how the Christmas card helped 
spread the new ‘seasonal* message, 
in History Today's December issue’s 
festive offering * Christmas in America \ 

^C7i ou’U also find articles looking at hunting, harlotry and Lord Harrington’s lost love letters, 
]Y the Maharana of Danta’s unjust downfall in the new India, and turning the medieval world's 
view of the antipodes upside down. Plus, how women resisted exploitation and found 
freedom in the urban environment between 1 68i- 1 820 and how the fall-out from France’s 
South Pacific nudear tests ties In with their former colonial mentality and attitudes. 

Free Book Offer - 

Make the Past your Christmas Present 



Take out a new subscription (12 issues) 
for a friend or relative or as a treat for 
yourself- and we’ll send one of three 
excellent books. Choose either 77ie 
National Trust Desk Diary 1996 
published at £ 1 0.95, Experience of War, 
51 artides covering all types of military 
history, published at £23, or The Oxford 
History of Britam, published at £8.99 - 
PLUS a greetings card and the 
December issue — gift: subscriptions 
despatched to arrive the week before 
Christmas (UK guarantee only)*. 

Future Features 

• Piracy's Golden Age 

• Scottish Architects in Tsarist Russia 

• Republicanism and Charles l 

• Charlemagne's Impact on Italy 

• The Myths and Legends of 
Sir Frauds Drake 


YES, 1 would Eke to becorcie a nw History Today subso*erJ 
take out* gjft subscription ( 12 issues) and I endow my cheque 
for UK £29.95; Europe £4150; Ainpeeded: USA $57.95: Canada 
S77; Rest of World £50.95 made payable to Htaory Today Led. 
Please send coupon wWi payment to: Hatory TodaySubsoipdons. 
Freqrat 38. 20 Old Conipoon Street, London Wl E 585 

Please tend me a FREE copy of (phase tick) 

D The National Trust Desk Dto»y 
I I Exper ie nce of War 
D The Oxford History of Britain 


Pi 
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This year I enjoyed Robertson 
Davies’s The Cunning Man 
(Viking), a febrile mix of high 
Anglicanism and high drama. 
Also Michael Dibdin's brainy 
thriller. Dark Spectre (Faber), 
read heart-in-mouth all the 
way. Catching up with last 
year in paperback, I loved 
John Berendt’ s Midnight in the 
Garden of Good and Evil 
(Chatto) and Louis dc 
Bemi&res’s Captain Corelli's 
Mandolin (Minerva). Besi pre- 
publication treat was Angels 
and Men by Catherine Fox 
(Hamish Hamilton), a first 
novel to watch for in January. 

John Walsh 


I was very impressed by Barry 
Unswortb's Morality - Play 
(Seeker). Cynics suggested 
the book was just Rosemary 
Sutcliffe medievalism, but it 
was much more than that. 
Unsw orth's feat is to drama- 
tise a shift in sensibility, from 
Dark Ages to Enlightenment, 
through the plight of six am- 
dram strollers, and to evoke 
with conviction a time when a 
reasonable man could imag- 
ine he was watching the 
Antichrist riding through the 
trees to steal his unshriven 
soul away. Martin Amis’s The 
Information (HarperCoIlins) 
was a calm, domesticated trot 
through old themes of envy, 
glamour, success and betrayal, 
but none the worse for that. 
And High Fidelity (Gollancz), 
Nick Hornby's tale of mid-life 
crisis among tire record racks, 
deployed a few hundred casu- 
ally acute perceptions about 
would-be sensitive malehood. 

Robert Winder 

Tony Harrison's The Shadow 
of Hiroshima (Faber) con- 
firmed his mastery of both 
easy idioms and epic themes. 
He once referred to himself as 
the Yorkshire poet who came 
to read the metre; but here 
the dap-your-hands rhythm 
and rhymes, stirred by an icy, 
sorrowful anger, made a 
fierce ballad out of the blast 
Bryan Magee and the late 
Martin Milligan put together 
a remarkable philosophical 
correspondence in On Blind- 
ness (Oxford). The latter’s 
own blindness allowed them 
to argue, with at times reveal- 
ing defensiveness, about the 
nature of knowledge. And 
even those not enchanted by 
Gore Vidal's novels will find 
it hard to resist the lordly con- 
descension and avid witti- 
cisms in his memoir. 
Palimpsest (Deutsch). 











fftock 
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T he problem with rock 
biographies is a tendency 
to build a hallowed por- 
trayal of artistic greatness 
when the subject works 
within an essentially 
ephemeral, iconoclastic medium. 
Jimi Hendrix, for instance, is a 
tough call: the man who Influ- 
enced A Generation, who played 
his guitar with his teeth, who 
mangled “The Star Spangled 
Banner 7 ". His fiancee, Monika 
Dannemann, has decided to 
counteract the showbiz myth by 
concentrating on his private, 
soulful side in The Inner World 
of Jimi Hendrix (Bloomsbury, 
£17.99). Although she met him 
only 18 months before his death, 
the couple packed in a lot of late- 
night discussions about spirit 
guides and astral planes. This 
book, published on the 25 th 
anniversary of his death, features 
a collection of her oil paintings, 
all with Hendrix, spiritual trav- 
eller, at the centre. Some are 
done in that awful, mawkish 
Athena style, while others pack 
genuine power, almost surreal 
and Daii-esque in their vibrancy. 

If one perseveres through the 
New Age platitudes of her 
accompanying text, the book 


acquires more depth as it devel- 
ops, culminating with a frank, 
gripping account of the strange 
circumstances surrounding Hen- 
drix's death. Most poignant are 
the photographs that Danne- 
mann took in her garden on the 
day before he died - a vulnera- 
ble, contemplative figure amid 
the rhododendrons. 

The dead rock star industry 
flourishes with latter-day icons. 
Assorted editorial luminaries of 
Rolling Slone magazine have con- 
tributed to a heavyweight com- 
pilation of reviews, features and 
photographs in Cobain (Little 
Brown, £16.99). A curious com- 
bination of reporting as it hap- 
pens, and reportingort the report- 
ing, this book tells the story of 
Kurt Cobain. from the Seattle 
underground scene to superstar 
status with Nirvana, to his violent 
suicide in 1994. As if overtaken by 
the scale of their task, top-notch 
writers like Donna Gaines and 
Michael Azerrad are reduced to 
the romantic retrospection of 
lines like: “Cobain’s burning 
stomach was his bleeding heart”. 
Far more pointed in his assess- 
ment is Greii Marcus, who. dri- 
ving through Arkansas shortly 
after Cobain’s death, noticed his 
huge absence on Oldies, country, 
Lite Rock and even hip-bop radio 
stations. For them, he writes, 
“Kurt Cobain didn’t die, and nei- 
ther was he ever bom”. 

The sleekly dramatic design of 
this book is at the other extreme 
from the rough fanzine culture 



A man of wealth and taste: Mick J agger in excel sis, photographed by Peter Anderson after a press conference 
in the back yard of Le Beate Route, Soho (from the ‘Rolling Stone’ collection) 


of his early days. Reproduced 
here as a double-page spread, 
that tacky Seattle Times shot of 
Cobain's body and the detective 
standing by the door, takes on a 
staged quality, death becoming 
Art. The pictures are evocative, 
the tribute heartfelt - but apart 
from a sparky, unexpurgated 
interview with Courtney Love 
long before Cobain died, the 
book feels a little overwrought. 

Cobain died before he had 
made a decisive impact outside 
the rock world. % contrast, at K) 
yeans old this month, Frank Sina- 
tra has had long enough to fete 
a string of presidents, fight for 
civil rights, and date several clas- 
sic movie stars. “He is the Mer- 
cedes Benz of men”, Marlene 


Dietrich once said, and Nancy 
Sinatra’s pictorial biography, 
Frank Sinatra, An American 
Legend (Virgin, £25) does little 
to dispel that myth. Arranged 
like a high class journal -cum- 
scrapbook with boxes, cuttings 
and family photographs, the 
book is on one level a simple por- 
trayal of Fop as patriarch, patriot 
and swooning saloon singer. 

On another level, though, 
there is room to delve beneath 
what critic Bob Greene describes 
as “the hip, rich, slightly arrogant 
guy... the ring-a-ding-ding 
image”. Although his Mafia con- 
nections are predictably played 
down, along with his switch from 
Democrat supporter to die-hard 
Republican in the Seventies. 


what emerges through sad little 
segments is the emotional charge 
of Sinatra as father and family 
man - the mention of Nancy’s 
mother, for instance, weeping 
after he left her. fainting into the 
dinner plate from stress. And 
Sinatra himself, putting his head 
in a gas oven shortly after his 
marriage to Ava Gardner broke 
up “What a period of lime that 
was.” he told his daughter, “It 
was all Mondays.” 

It is a task digging out such 
nuggets from the razzmatazz, 
but these insights show a more 
sensitive, complex Sinatra than 
the legend dictates. Not only did 
he master long breath-phrases 
by swimming lengths under 
water, he was also subject to the 


doubts drat dog us all. 

“It was like putting a jumbo jet 
in a little room and turning all 
the engines on full blast, except 
the bottom end had been taken 
out and all the treble was on. 
Really scary stuff," says Tony 
Cohen of Oz rockers The Birth- 
day Parly when they returned to 
Melbourne aftera stint of “mak- 
ing it" in London in 1980. The 
Birthday Party spawned one of 
punk's most erratic, anti-social 
and gifted pioneers in Nick Cave. 
In Bad Seed (Little, Brown, 
£16.99) Ian Johnston attempts to 
portray his life, from a middle- 
dass upbringing in Melbourne to 
the late Eighties when he was 
addicted to heroin, living in 
Berlin, reputedly jacking up and 
writing in his own blood, to the 
Nineties when he ended up 
sober, in Sao Paulo and in love. 

Thorough on Cave's musical 
influences, tracing his develop- 
ment from the brawling punk 
days to the Old Testament epic 
pop-blues of the Bad Seeds, 
Johnston seems to shy away 
from analysis of Cave’s personal 
motivations - why he became 
addicled to heroin, for instance, 
and why, in the Birthday Party, 
he behaved like such a plonker. 

Johnston's workmanlike 
approach tends to bury the more 
revealing comments from 
assorted friends like Lydia Lunch 
and Roland Howard and dis- 
senters such as Screaming Jay 
Hawkins. The vintage R&B 
screamer expressed outrage that. 


on a 1985 tour, he was called on 
to support Cave: “I said, just a 
minute, back up. my records 
were sold here before Nick Cave 
was bom. Before his daddy knew 
how to get an erection!" Such 
moments provide a welcome dis- 
ruption to a reverent tone. 

Coinciding with the release of 
“Anthology 1” and the moptop 
nostalgia trend, Beatles books 
are now flooding the market. It 
Was Thirty Years Ago Today 
(Bloomsbury, £14.99) is a col- 
lection by the Sixties Life pho- 
tographer, Terence Spencer, 
showing The Beatles at their 
lovable stage, just before they 
broke America. Although they 
have a rigorously dean, docu- 
mentary style, some shots - such 
as that of Lennon lolling back- 
stage with that sardonic, amused 
expression on his face, or the Fab 
Four looking pensive in their tour 
car - have a startling immediacy. 

In A Hard Day’s Wife (Carl- 
ton/ Little Brawn, £12.99) mean- 
while. rock journalist Steve 
Turner has trawled archives and 
primary sources to unearth the 
stories behind every Beatles 
song. Did you know that “Please 
Please Me" was about oral sex? 
That “Help!” was originally 
going to be a slow, Dylanesque 
number rather than a jolly Bea- 
tles tune? And that the Lucy of 
"Lucy In The Sky With Dia- 
monds" is now a 31-year-old 
teacher of children with special 
needs? A Christmas feast for fact 
completists everywhere. 


Trumpets of whimsy 

Dermot Clinch hears secret harmonies in the music books in the shops this Christmas 



< olossical' 


me 


A n entry for Diana. Princess of 
Wales in the index of a book is 
always revealing. In Luciano 
Pavarotti’s My World (Chatto and 
Windus. £16.99) our future Queen 
of Hearts appears on pages 43-46. 
Being an incisive, critical, hard- 
edged book (well, fairly) one antic- 
ipates revelations. Page 46: “I am 
a friend to both Princess Diana and 
the Prince of Wales." Page 44: 
“Both Charles and Diana are very 
nice people.” 

You can’t expect Panorama 
every day, I suppose. It would be 
wrong to suggest that My World is 
entirely without candour, though. 
“I am happy in spite of my weight,” 
confides Pavarotti, and obesity is a 
rather touching leitmotif in his 
book. The Princess of Wales is rel- 
evant here again. Sitting next to her 
at dinner in New York one evening, 
the tenor gazes at her plate. “Great 


prawns!", he remarks, or words to 
that effect. Yes indeed, replies Her 
Royal Highness. “Great prawns!”, 
Luciano repeats, a few minutes 
later. She nods enthusiastically: 
some moments pass. Pavarotti, by 
now a desperate man. returns to 
the attack. “Listen" he says. "I tried 
twice with no success... May I have 
one of your shrimp?" 

You can’t help warming to him. 
There is little, one suspects, of last- 
ing value in his book, but its lack 
of pretension and desire to please 
are engaging. And the picture of 
marital bliss it paints - notably in 
Chapter 13: My Wonderful Famly 
- is as moving as an operatic scena. 
Luciano may occasionally “look at 
another bow! of pasta or pretty 
face". Mrs Pavarotti saucily con- 
fesses. “but there is still plenty of 
linguine at home”. It can’t be that 
same Mrs R, can it, who just two 
months ago was 3bout to sue her 
hubby for a settlement of some 80 
million dollars, or so they said? 

Pavarotti hired a ghost-writer, 
one William Wright for his book. 
Some musicians, such as Welsh 
tenor Robert Tear, prefer to write 
their own. Singer Beware (Hctdder 


& Stoughton. £18) is the sequel to 
Tear's autobiography. Tear Here. 
One of our finest singers, sadly Mr 
Tear has a prose style which is less 
than crystalline. “Whimsy trum- 
peted winsome in an orgy of chic 
delight” reads a representative 
sentence from early in his text and 
much that follows is likewise 
crimped and curlicued. 

Why go in for fictional alle- 
gories in mock-medieval pasts 
when a straight anecdote would do 
the job so much better? Tear 
invents an alter-ego for himself 
called “Max Hughescoq". Worse, 
he populates his fantasy world with 
musicians called “Sappho Diesel”, 
“Angelika Dyke” and “Heinrich 
Camp". Benjamin Britten gets 
something of a roughing up and 
you wonder if the animus is artis- 
tic or personal “Without his homo- 
sexuality what would he be?” asks 
Tear, nastily. 

Elsewhere, Tear quotes a cele- 
brated dictum of the composer. 
John Tavener, that the true test of 
a work of art would be to “dig up” 
a sixth century man and ask what 
he thinks. For a fuller experience 
of this severely practical composer. 


the reader can now unearth John 
Tavener in Glimpses of Paradise by 
Geoffrey Haydon (Gollancz,£2U). 
From the shock horror of The 
Whale in '68 to the recent comforts 
of The Protecting Veil, Tavener's 
must be one of the most extraor- 
dinary careers in contemporary 
music. The story of how his mystic 
harmony has reaped its earthly 
reward in automobiles is less well 
known. Rolls Rovee Silver Shadow, 
Bentley Mulsan’ne Turbo, bottle- 
green Jaguar XJ6 with walnut fas- 
cia, they’re all here. The character 
of this important composer, how- 
ever, remains ultimately elusive. 
For those in search of greater 
musicolqgical and, dare 1 say. musi- 
cal rigour, the prescription had bet- 
ter be Beethoven (Oxford. £25), a 
work of fairly blood-chilling intel- 
lection by William Kindcrman of 
the University of Victoria, British 
Columbia. Beethoven forces us. the 
author argues, “to reconsider the 
nature of aesthetic experience 
itself”. His impressive study is 
strictly for those who like their 
Adorno confounded by their 
Gadamcr and their Kant locking 
horns with their Hegel. 



Having sweated through which, 
you might be hungry for that 
decent but unfashionable thing, the 
straightforward life & works biog- 
raphy. Nothing techno or fancy; no 
mere catalogue of memoirs: some- 
thing keen to impart information, 
history, social background, the 
basics. Phaidon's 20th-Century 
Composers Series (£14.99 in paper- 
back) may just be the answer. The 
first consignment is oul Hindemith, 
Hartmann and Henze, Srravinsky, 
Ives to Cage and Beyottd, Webern . 
Banok , and, yes, The Beatles. “Har- 
monics in fifths give way to three- 
voice harmonies in which a minor 
second creates a picturesque 
impression of a blaring car horn...” 
It’s 1 965. it’s “Baby You Can Drive 
My Car", and it’s all by now per- 
fectly respectable. Intelligent on 
the inside, matt black and silvery 
on the outside, Phaidon’s new 
series is worth keeping an eye on. 

Not that long ago, the only opera 
guide thought worth having was 
Kobbe. Fat, smug, ruddy-faced, it 
delivered its minimal judgements 
as if sitting on the lawn at Glyn- 
deboumc. without fear of contra- 
:tion. The market these days is 


mercifully wider, and two new or 
newish books are worth a browse 
this year. The Penguin Opera 
Guide (£20). admirably edited by 
Amanda Holden, is concise, 
responsible and dry. Organised by 
composer, its entries can look a 
touch school-re porty. Good to be 
reassured that the “dominant fig- 
ure" in Said og David is indeed 
Saul, though, and that Carl Nielsen 
assigned him an “impressive" death 
in the final act. For all its furrowed 
mien, this distillation of the Viking 
Opera Guide may well be the best 
of its kind available. Comparison 
with the much revised Dictionary of 
Opera and Operetta (Bloomsbuiy 
£18-99), a solo work by the late 
James Anderson, would be out of 
place. Friendly, opinionated, enjoy- 
able. Anderson expresses his harsh 
judgements decorously. Menotti, 
Gran-Carlo “is thought by some” to 
be “shallow, inconsequential and 
devoid of any dramatic insight”. The 
author makes the alarming confes- 
sion in his introduction that he 
"would happily exchange every 
opera ever written for one sym- 
phony of Sibelius”. Whets the 
appetite, I suppose. 
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Fishy apple 
and left-over 
goose 


Christopher Hirst lifts the steaming lid on 
Christmas books by TV chefs 


$Food 


V* 

B obbing in the wake of this 
year’s blockbuster from The 
Blessed Delia are glossy offer- 
ings from four other TV chefs 
- one who is midway through 
her third series, one welcome 
newcomer and a pair of old lags. 

Based on her Channel 4 senes, 
Sophie Grigson’s Meat Course (BBC 
Network, £17.99) ranges across a san- 
guinary spectrum from Roast Beef and 
Yorkshire Pud to the sublime but sim- 
ple VUelio Tonnato (veal and tuna, an 
unlikely but very happy pairing). Her 
recipes are admirably clear and precise. 
According to a friend who cooked the 
dish, Grigson’s inclusion of a single strip 
of dried orange zest in her Daube de 
Boeuf “made all the difference". 

Unlike certain cookbooks which 
exude all the warmth of a Nasa engi- 
neering manual, this has been written 
with human beings in mind (“gently 
waggle your fingers under the skin of 
the chicken...”). Though The Real 
Meat Cookbook by Frances Bissell cov- 
ered the same territory in greater 
detail a couple of years ago (including, 
for example, a chapter on goat dishes), 
Grigson’s work benefits from luscious 
colour photography - you can virtually 
crunch the crackling on the back cover 
- and its 160 recipes will satisfy the 
most avid carnivore. One problem, 
though, is getting a proficient butcher 
who sells properly-hung meat. Grigson 
admits she hasn’t been able to find one 
since moving to Northants. If she can’t, 
what hope is there for the rest of us? 


Rick Stein's Taste of the Sea (BBC, 
£16.99) is u worthy accompaniment to 
what was probably the BBC’s best -ever 
cookery series. A lucid and inspiring 
writer, Stein is an evangelist for our 
“mackerel -crowded seas", though he 
should have resisted the urge to prance 
in the briny wearing his chefs whites 
for the benefit of the jacket photo- 
graph. The book contains 160 recipes 
together with a comprehensive expla- 
nation of techniques and local fish 
species. Typical of Stein’s invention and 
simplicity is Hoi Shellfish with Garlic 
and Lemon Juice, which is just a big 
plate of freshly cooked fruits dc mer in 
a sauce containing olive oQ, parsley and 
a chopped chilli pepper. I’ve done it on 
two or three occasions and each time 
its appearance has drawn gasps, its 
taste has elicited sighs. 

Which is far more than can be said 
for Monies a la Crime from Crafty 
French Cooking by Michael Barry 
(Pavilion, £16.99). He once produced 
the dish on the The Food and Drink 
Programme, with his cohort Chris Kelly 
providing vigorous salivatory endorse- 
ments. Coincidentally, I was planning 
to have mussels for dinner, so I cooked 
them, as directed, with cornflour, 
cream and - madness, I know -apple- 
juice. The result was something that 
tasted like a fishy apple-pie but with- 
out thecrust. (The version printed here 
has been amended to include cider and 
dry white wine as alternatives to the 
juice.) The main problem with this 
book is that Barry’s annoying “crafty” 
approach to cooking - taking short- 
cuts, substituting ingredients- is wholly 
alien to the world’s greatest cuisine. As 
a result, his recipes are mundane, 
ersatz and often weirdly un-French. His 
Salade Fermier, for instance, includes 
iceberg lettuce, which is something of 
a rarity in France, and “crumbly blue 



Taka one breaded stickleback ... no. it’s the Rack of Lamb with a Herb Crust from ‘Sophie Grigson’s Meat Course’ 


cheese - Roquefort, Gorgonzola or 
Stilton”, while his version of the clas- 
sic Confit of Goose is reduced to a 
“good way of using up the leftovers.” 
Keith Floyd specifies two bottles of 
Muscadet in his version of Moules d la 
Mariniere - though it is for slx people. 
Selected from his previous 10 books, 
The Best of Floyd (Michael Joseph, 
£16.99) reminds you of the gifted cook 
hidden behind the irate, rather des- 
perate figure we see on the box. Basi- 
cally, this is Seventies bistrot cooking 
- Gazpacho, Beef Stew with Garlic and 
Prunes, Zabaglione - but Floyd has 
good taste and his recipes are easy to 
follow. Often his best ideas, such as 
Fresh Broad Beans with Bacon, are the 
simplest. Unfortunately, the book is 
marred by egotistical introductions 
written in a breathless, laboured style, 
as if by a schoolboy who has just read 
Hemingway (“It is Provence. It is sum- 
mer. The town dock strikes its tinny 
bell 12 tunes.”) Whatever criterion was 
applied in the selection of his best 
recipes, it wasn’t economy. His recipe 
for the New Orleans dish, Oyster 
Fo’Boy (fried oyster in baguettes) 
incorporates 48 bivalves and will set 
you back about £25 for two sand- 


wiches. 

Let's turn to a real cookbook pro- 
duced, miraculous to relate, without 
the benefit of an accompanying TV 
series. The dishes in The Classic Food 
of Northern Italy by Anna del Conte 
(Pavilion, £19.99) are devoted to a less 
familiar aspect of Italian cuisine, based 
on butter, polenta and rice rather than 
olive oil and pasta. Neither sun-dried 
tomatoes nor mozzarella appears in the 
book. Encydopaedic within its ambit, 
the recipes range from the sustaining 
stews of the Alpine borders and the fish 
soups of the Ligurian coast to the game 
roasts of the Marches. Del Conte is 
persuasive even about Venetian cook- 
ing. while admitting that few restau- 
rants in that magical city do it justice. 
The book’s heartland is the region of 
Emilia Romagna, dominated by the 
culinary heaven of Bologna. Under her 
penny-plain titles - Bread with Raisins, 
Poached Chicken in a Vinegary Sauce 
- Del Conte’s recipes are clearly 
described and informatively intro- 
duced. This is a definitive volume 
which anyone who wants to cook real 
Italian food should acquire. 

In Food of the Son (Quadrille, £20). 
Alastair Little and Richard Whitting- 


ton adopt exactly the reverse approach 
to Anne Del Conte. Spreading their net 
across the whole Mediterranean, they 
take the view that a host of dishes, per- 
fected in the warm south over the cen- 
turies, can benefit from a certain 
amount of additional tinkering or. as 
they prefer it, “incremental improve- 
ments and modifications”. As you 
would expect, there is some good cre- 
ative cooking here but. in many 
respects, the successor to The authors' 
award-keeping Keep It Simple might 
have been titled Bugger It Up. 

Take, for mystifying example, one of 
their more extreme non-canonical con- 
coctions, Tarama with Shredded Lob- 
ster. Firstly, why bother bringing these 
two perfectly fine foods together? Sec- 
ondly, how do you tackle it? Tarama is 
a dip, lobster isn’t. Do you fork up the 
latter before applying a Jump of bread 
to the former? In general, the less the 
recipes have been amended - as with 
Black-Eyed Peas & Spinach or a per- 
fectly straightforward Cassoulet - the 
better they are. 

The book is not helped by a messy 
design and an excessively mannered 
text. It very nearly followed Michael 
Bany’s mussels into the bin when I 


found myself being addressed as “gen- 
tle reader”. 

The Fine Art of Dining (Little. 
Brown, £17.50), handsomely illustrated 
by Graham Rust, is sub-titled “Recipes 
From World-Famous Chefs and 
Kitchens” It includes offerings from 
Raymond Blanc flUrtare of Marinaded 
Wild Salmon), Albert Roux (Souffles 
with Swiss Cheese), Jeffrey Archer... 
Hang on a minute. It can't be him. Oh 
yes it can. Donning his starched toque, 
the Brillat-Savarm of Grantchester 
proposes a Smoked Chicken Salad 
(Actually, it’s not too bad - but skip the 
raisins and bean sprouts). There’s also 
Norma Major’s Rabbit Chasseur and, 
keeping things balanced, Glenys Kin- 
nock’s Onion Cake ( Feiser Nionod in 
Welsh) in which, oddly, she doesn't 
specify red onions. 

Compiled fora charitable cause, this 
eclectic mix of chefs and celebs - La 
Tante Claire meets an upmarket branch 
of the W.I. - works unexpectedly well, 
with many recipes offering potential as 
conversation pieces. I mean, does the 
newly slender Oprah Winfrey really eat 
a dish consisting of potatoes mashed 
with double cream, butter and creamed 
horseradish? 


Nectar in the aisles 

Nicholas Faith savours this yearh bumper crop of wine guides 


A touch of zane 


David Aaronovitch’s sanity is threatened by a surfeit of fun 





C onfronted by 17 of this 
autumn’s books on alco- 
holic drinks, I can onfy 
assume that publishers retain 
a touching confidence in the 
British public’s thirst for 
knowledge of beers, spirits 
and, above-all, wines. So I'm 
sorry to disappoint them; the 
one truly original book in the 
gal&re comes not from a regu- 
lar publisher but from Ger- 
maine Greer's favourite 
supermarket chain, Salis- 
bury's. The Sainsbuiy’s 
Pocket Food and Wine Guide 
(at £2.95, also the cheapest of 
the lot) is the best guide ever 
produced, designed to help 
■ the reader decide what wine to 
serve with what food - and 

what food will gp with any par- 
ticular bottle you have handy. 

The authors’ research was 
certainly thorough (at the 
only sampling session I 
attended I gave up after 
tasting a mere 32 wines 
combined .with five veal ■ 
dishes). They: cover eveiy 
type of dish, from macaroni 
cheese (go for Australian, 
semilion) to Rogan Josh 
(Pinot Grigio or a lightly 
packed Chardonnay). They 
are not out to upset precon- 
ceptions; dry sherry really 
does go “brilliantly” (a tire- 
somety favourite adjective of 
theirs ) with olives, Roque- 
fort with Sauteraes and Stil- 
ton with (tawny) port 

Kathryn McWhirter and 


Charles Metcalfe, the wife- 
and-husband team responsi- 
ble for the Guide, are both 
members of the Octagon, a 
supposedly select group of 
wine writers. According to 
Malcolm Gluck; “It is widely 
believed that the impover- 
ished adherents of this sect 
possess a special handshake, 
and slobber scarce New 
World wines over each other 
in arcane rites of fidelity.” 
This is typical of Gluck, the 
Vinny Jones of wine writing. 
What is also typical is that in 
his. two books (dock’s Guide 
to Hi g h Street Wine and 
Snperplonk 1996, and 
Gluck's Guide to Supermar- 
ket Wine, Coronet, both 
£4.99) he gives a compre- 
hensive and largely reliable 
guide to the huge number of. 
worthwhile but not-so-fine 
wines available in Britain. 

Gluck formerly played for 
Faber, rather too gentle- 
manly a club for him. mid 
they've tried to replace him . 
with a pitifully- inadequate 
substitute by Tom Stevenson 
entitled SuperBooze 1996 
(£4.99). Faber shows its true 
strength m a more specialised 
field with Stephen Brook's 
book Sauternes (£16.99), 
one of a long-running series. 
This includes a number of 
duds as well as several bril- 
liant monographs, (notably 
Anthony Hanson on. Bur- 
gundy and John Livings to ae- 
Learmonth on Cdtes du. 
Rhone) which are the stan- 
dard works on their respec- 
tive regions. Brook joins the 

dub with a book which is 
both thorough and well writ- 
ten. He - is appreciative of the 
winemakers* difficulties, and 


recounts some of his own: his 
encounter with Noel Labat, 
owner of Chateau Menota 
came “as he drove into the 
courtyard while 1 was talking 
to his wife. He did not take 
kindly to my presence and 
yelled at me while peeing 
against the wall of the chais. 
I took a hasty departure, so 

my researches are incom- 
plete... The only vintage of 
Menota I have tasted is the 
1983, which did not incline 
me to taste any others.” 
Gluck is competing in a 
crowded field of regular 
annual guides. Daddy of them 
all is the 19th edition of Hugh 
Johnson’s Pocket Wine Book 
(Mitchell Beazley, £8.99), 
which remains a model of con- 
rision and reliability - though 
he’s old-fashioned enough to 
devote more space to German 
wines, 95 per cent of which are 
simply sugared grape water, 
than to Australia and New 
Zealand combinecL 
Three other guides (ail 
from members of Gluck’s 
beloved Octagon) take 
slightly different approaches. 
Grapevine: the . Complete 
Wtne-Boyer’s Handbook by 
Tim AiJdn and the Indepen- 
dents own ' wine writer 
Anthony Rose (Headline, 
£6.09) provide thorough and 
reliable coverage, in a single 
volume, of what’s available 
from supermarkets, wine mer- 
chants. chains - arid the best 
shops in Calais and Boulogne. 
Oz Clarke has lent his name 
to a guide to the world’s wine 
regions, Oz Clarke’s Wine 
Guide (Websters/Mitcb eli 
Beazley, £9.99), written by a 
lot of other people, some 
rather gpod (like me on the 


Cdtes du Rhone for example) 
but it’s a packager’s book, not 
a personal guide. Robert 
Joseph tries, and mostly suc- 
ceeds, in combining the lot, 
wines and outlets, in a single 
volume. The Sunday Tele- 
graph Good Wine Guide 
(£7.99), greatly helped by the 
tastings held for the annual 
Challenge he conducts for 
Wine magazine. Sadly, the 
best-written of them all. the 
Evening Standard London 
Wine Guide by Andrew Jef- 
ford (Pavilion £9.99), has a 
misleading title, with less than 
half the book devoted to Lon- 
don’s wine shops and wine 
bars (and nothing on restau- 
rants with especially good 
wine lists). 

Most ambitious project of 
the year is Oz Clarke’s Wine 
Atlas, with new-style maps 
which try and show the lie of 
the land in the world’s best 
wine regions. A great idea, 
with informative texts, but 
sadly the maps aren’t suffi- 
ciently sharply defined to 
give Hugh Johnson's Wine 
Atlas, a run for its money. 

Finally, two books on beer, 
an increasingly fashionable 
subject. The pace-setter, 
beer’s answer to Hugh John- 
son, remains Michael Jack- 
son, and it's a compliment to 
both to say that the sixth edi- 
tion of Jackson's Pocket Beer 
Book (Mitchell Beazley 
£8.99) is on the Johnson 
level. More ambitious is the 
Ultimate Encyclopedia of 
Beer (Cariton/Prion £16.99) 
by Roger Protz, a pioneer 
Carara-man. It*s well written 
and gives a good feel for the 
world’s breweries and their 
brews. 
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N ever turn down a job. 
That’s my motto, because 
in this business it could be 
your last. And the task - 
reviewing the Christmas 
humour books -seemed sim- 
ple enough. A couple of car- 
toon annuals, a Private Eye 
anthology, Alan Coren’s 
obligatory volume and an 
early ride home on the Dock- 
land Light Railway. 

The thud with which the 
enormous pile of Yuletide 
funnies hit my desk reverber- 
ated around Canary Wharf. 
Four floors down, in the 
offices of the Daify Telegraph, 
the defence correspondent 
dived for cover and a couple 
of the most bellicose leader 
writers hung white flags from 
the windows. By the end of 
the third day's reading I was 
giggling uncontrollably. I was 
also trapping cockroaches in 
a jamjar and teaching them 
Polish. It wasn't until a week 
later that I was ready to put 
pen to paper. Here, at long 
last, are my thoughts. 

All publishers know that 
humorous books are kept and 
read in the lavatory, whence 
they travel to boxes in cup- 
boards, and finally to jumble 
sales or school fairs. AH 
women know that the only 
people who read in the lava- 
tory are men. lb be success- 
ful, a funny book should be 
aimed at men and divided 
into chapters that take no 


longer to read than a suc- 
cessful bowel movement and 
two shakes of a lamb’s tail. 

It would help if, in addition, 
it were funny. This may seem 
a strange injunction, but my 
week’s research convinces me 
that either humour is so sub- 
jective that all any reviewer of 
funny books can say is “Read 
it yourself", or else that most 
humour is sold on the basis of 
the author’s reputation in 
some other medium. 

TV comedians are the most 
fertile source of books that 
owe their genesis to no visible 
intrinsic value. Consider Paul 
Merton’s spoof autobiogra- 
phy of a 60-year-old light 
entertainer. My Straggle (Box- 
tree, £7.99). This is a 160- 
page plodding pastiche of the 
type of memoir that no-one in 
their right mind would ever 
have read in the first place, 
illustrated by old photographs 
with feeble captions. Merton is 
a busy and successful comic - 
so how much time did he actu- 
ally spend on this book? 

A lot more than Peter Usti- 
nov did on Quotable Ustinov 
(Michael O'Mara Books, 
£10.99). This appalling tome 
seems to be the product of 
some publishing anorak 
spending a year combing all or 
Ustinov's voluminous work 
for aphorisms and epithets, 
extracting them from their 
context (thus rendering them 
practically idiotic) and shov- 
ing them next to a series of 
dreadful drawings. Still, if you 
know someone who can profit 
from “Corruption is nature’s 
way of restoring our faith in 
democracy”, and feel that you 
have £11 more than you know 
what to do with, this is for you. 


Another fiver and that awk- 
ward brother or ex-boyfriend 
can be the proud owner of In 
Search of Happiness, the 
book of the BBC TV series 
(Macmillan, £16.99). This was 
a brilliant idea (send Angus 
Deayton round the world to 
look at the bizarre ways that 
some folk get their jollies), 
which involved the laconic 
funster in encounters with 
self-trepanners and polyga- 
mists. There’s some interest- 
ing stuff here, but I felt that 
the series didn't live up to the 
idea, largely because of Deay- 
ton’s famous detachment. 
The 56 photos of Deayton in 
the book - looking detached, 
where he isn't actually asleep 
- stand testimony to the pub- 
lisher's faith in his pulling 
power, if not to their judge- 
ment. I would have preferred 
a few shots of Deayton's co- 
author, Use Mayer, who is a 
talented comic writer. 

There’s the usual BBC 
comedy annual aimed at the 
younger male (Lee and Her- 
rings Fist of Fun, BBC£8.99) 
which is as incomprehensible 
to me as Monty Pjrthon was to 
my Dad (“what’s so funny 
about a dead parrot?"); the 
usual Glen Baxter offering 
(The Winder Book of Sex, Lit- 
tle Brown, £9.99) which 
proves that every good idea 
has a natural shelf life and 
that it’s always much shorter 
than the life of its begetter. 
Ronald Searie has put his 
incomparable artistic talents 
to strange use in Something in 
the Cellar (Souvenir Press, 
£14.99), where exquisite draw- 
ings on the theme of wine 
utterly fail to amuse any but 
the most bibulous. 


I know what you’re think- 
ing: “Bloody mean-spirited 
wretch, this Aaronovitch. 
Probably the kind of chap 
who only laughs at road acci- 
dents and children with razor 
blades”. Let me reassure you. 
Buried deep in this mountain 
of zane, whimsy and chuckle 
are a couple of gems. Inside 
the Magfc Rectangle (Gol- 
lancz, £14.99), the collection 
of Victor Lewis-Smith's TV 
reviews from the Evening 
Standard, brings together the 
most barbed, cruel and offen- 
sive attacks ever written on 
the wit and wisdom of those 
who make and present pro- 
grammes. His diatribe against 
Vanessa Feltz, who he specu- 
lates has gained all the fat that 
Oprah and Ricky Lake have 
lost, is alone worth the cover 
price. A request from the 
Standard for a review tape 
must send shudders down the 
spine of producers from Shep- 
herd's Bush to Grampian. 

Which brings me to the Pri- 
vate Eye Book of Craig Brown 
Parodies (Corgi, £4.99). I had 
never read any of these pieces, 
and have generally passed over 
Brown’s work, offended 
because eveiy week he reviews 
restaurants where I cannot 
afford to eat More fool me. 
This is comedy at its tightest, 
most literate and most satisfy- 
ing. Brown as Martin Amis is 
prolix and self-indulgent as 
Alan Clark is painfully priaptc 
and degenerate, as Jeanette 
Winterson he howls for love, 
art social justice and decent 
tea. And when it comes to 
Brown's Keith Richard, here’s 
some serious medical advice. 
Leave this till after what nan- 
nies used to call “voiding”. 
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Retro-chic and modern 
grotesque are both heavity 
represented in the autumn's 
crop of photographic and pic- 
ture books. James Steele’s 
•Queen Maty’ fPhaidon, £35) 
plunges the reader back into the glory days of Cunard, 
when the QM was the largest, fastest and most opulently 
gorgeous liner in the world. This vast slab of coffee-table 
glamour gives you a minute inventory of every art deco 
curlicue, the deployment of decks, the state rooms and 
dinners, the advertisements and laughing starlets; but its 
best pictures are the grainy verity ones of the Queen pro- 
cessing grandly in and out of the world's harbours. ‘A 
Thousand Days of Magic’ (Rizzoii, £27) alludes to the 
timespan of the Kennedy administration, the magic in 
question being the fashion sense of Jackie K, at least 
according to the author, Oleg Cassini, who was to design 
her persona) wardrobe. The 200-odd photographs are 
pleasingly supplemented by Cassini’s wispy original 
sketches. ‘Witkin’ (Scalo, £4750) by Germano Celant 
presents a portfolio of horrors by the German photog- 
rapher Joel-Peler Witkin, whose still-life collages feature 
si-post mortem corpses, dead foetuses, decapitated 
eads in bowls of fruit, transmutated genitalia, physical 
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freaks, carnival masks, sado-masochistic paraphernalia 
and studio settings of surreal, nightmarish precision, as 
if Durer, Arctraboldo and Mapplethorpe had briefly gone 
onto partnership. From its matt-gold dust jacket to the 
olive-green endpapers, ‘Harrods: A Palace in Knights- 
bridge' (Harrods Publishing, £35) is an up-market wal- 
low in the Knighlsbridge store's back rooms. Given its 
publisher, the book is unsurprisingly uncritical of its 
origins, history, heyday or present management, but the 
pictures are lovely - from an hilariously boastful ad for 
the store's ‘moving staircase’, to a 1922 Christmas snap 
of the Food Hall staff apparently surrounded by every 
turkey in the British Isles. Lastly, the controversial Merry 
Alpem's ‘Dirty Windows’ (Scalo, £2250) offers the rare 
experience of join-in voyeurism. Ms Aipern, the pho- 
tographer, spied on the comings and goings of total 
strangers in the bathroom of a Wall Street sex club from 
the loft of a friend's apartment, and snapped them 
through a zoom lens: peeing, chopping lines of cocaine, 
fixing their maquillage, counting money (above), adjust- 
ing their underwear, wielding chains, even having sex. 
The clubbers and hookers, possess a curious, fugitive 
innocence. It's a morally repugnant book but one which 
silently enquires what we think we're doing with a cam- 
era in the first place. 



In search of the 



William Hartston, relentless in the pursuit of knowledge test-drives 
the * x 




re the Channel Islands part of 
the United Kingdom? Are 
sloths slothful? How do wid- 
gets work? How many people 
(are dead? I have been using 
four -questions to test- 
drive the latest batch of one- volume 
reference works. • ■ 

The Hutchinson Encyclopedia 
(1,146 pages, 1.7 million words and 
2500 illustrations for £39.95) gave 
the names of all the Channel Islands, 
informed me that their combined 
area was 194 sq km (75 sq miles) and 
that the only famous person ever to 
come from there was Lily Langtry, 
but did not settle the original ques- 
tion other than to describe them as 
a “possession of the British crown”. 
The entry for “Great Britain", how- 
ever, specifically excludes the Chan- 
nel Islands. 

Mildly disappointing on the Chan- 
nel Islands, the same volume was 
peculiarly unhelpful on sloths. No 
mention of slothfulness at all, either 
of the three- toed or two-toed variety. 
The nine lines on “sloth", however, 
were nine more than I found on 
“widget" and the entries on “popu- 
lation" and “demography" were lit- 
tle more than definitions. There are 
also only four lines on Clint East- 
wood and no mendon of his Oscar. 

Consulting the Larousse Desk 
Reference Encyclopedia (800 pages, 
£30)* a similar experience to being 
in the Barbican Centre: it is clearly 
packed with .'the most, wonderful 
things, iodhdirfg $ejm«£ beautifully 
' reproduced - bolpurjitfustrafions, if 
only ydu^ rajj: find, 'them.within Its 
bewildering architecture! Rather 
than being conveniently look-up- 
able, the work is designed in seven 
mam sections, each of which includes 
essays, chronologies, lists, illustra- 
tions and a wealth of other matter 
appropriate to each subject Every 
p^ge also has at its head a set of sym- 
bols that might have been taken 
from an alchemist’s chart These are 
supposedly for “ease of cross-refer- 
ence", but seem to serve no useful 
purpose whatsoever. 

Anyway, there’s no mention of the 
Channel Islands in the index, nor of 
widgets, but I learnt that the three- 
toed sloth has three claws on each 
foot feeds only on the tender shoots 
and leaves of Cecropia, and the 


maned three-toed sloth is endan- 
gered by the destruction of the Ama- 
zon rainforest No precise count for 
dead humans, though it was inter- 
esting to learn that the world popu- 
lation was 906 mill ion in 1800, had 
risen to 1,608 million in 1900 and 
passed 5 billion in 1987. So.no pre- 
cise answers to the questions we 
were interested in, though the 
Larousse does give Clint Eastwood 
full credit for his Oscar, despite some 
confusion as to whether it was in 1993 
(page 511) or 1992 (page 515). 

The Guinness Encyclopedia (784 
pages, £35) is another that opts for 
informative articles and attractive 
illustration rather than a traditional 
A-Z approach. There is no mention 
of the Channel Islands in the index, 
but looking up “United Kingdom" 
directs you to “Britain", where the 
main entry lists Guernsey and 
Dependencies (Alderney and Sark) 
and Jersey among the Crown Depen- 
dencies, “associated with but not 
part of the UK". That, give or lake 
a few of the smaller islands, solves 
one question anyway. There was 
nothing useful, however, under “pop- 
ulation", and again no mention of 
widgets. It was interesting to learn, 
however, that the giant ground sloth 
was around from 65 to 23 million 
years ago and that modern sloths eat. 
sleep, mate and give birth upside 
down. Their hair grows from belly to 
back, unlike that of all other mam- 
mals and, most fascinating of all, the 
two-toed sloth has three toes on 
each of its hind feet No mention at 
all of Clint, though. 

The Reader's Digest Dictionary of 
Essential Knowledge (608 pages, 
£29.95) appears to be trying to get the 
worst of both worlds by dividing itself 
into 23 sections, then adopting a 
normal A-Z format within each,, 
though foere is^an; all-purpose index 
. at the backti^a Not much height* the 
Channel Isl^c&Tro mention at all of 
widgets or sloths; but the maio entry 
on “population" in the section on 
“Human Society" told me just what 
I wanted to know: ‘The rapid growth 
of population _. to nearly 5.66 billion 
in 1994, has caused great concern... 
According to some estimates, there are 
more people alive today than have died 
since mankind evolved" And there’s 
a fine picture of Eastwood Clint on 
page 315. 

This compilation also has a quirky 
feature for quirk collectors - an 
acorn symbol that prefaces “offbeat, 
sometimes amusing" sidelights on the 
main entry. “The Duke of Welling- 
ton is probably the only person to 
have a tree, a capital city, an item of 


footwear and a recipe named after 
him" dearly merits its acorn, but 
“The Commonwealth Games, an 
athletics contest open to ail ci Uzens 
of the Commonwealth, is held every 
four years" and “Jamaica is the home 
of Reggae music" are among the 
many facts that seem to have been 
awarded their acorns under false pre- 
tences. 

Two down, two to go. The Chan- 
nel Islands are not in the UK. About 
five and a half billion people are 
dead. But what about the sloths and 
the widgets? The new ( 15th) edition 
of Brewer's Dictionary of Phrase and 
Fable might have been expected to 
have caught on to widgets by now, 
but the new entries have apparently 
only just reached Alcatraz, the Bea- 
tles and Zorro. No help on sloths 
either, except in a list of the seven 
deadly sins. Which brings us some- 
what tenuously to Leonard George s 
Encyclopedia of Heresies and 
Heretics (Robson Books, £18.95) 
where the entry on “Reincarnation" 
could throw some doubt on that fig- 
ure of five and a half billion dead. For 
if there really are about as many peo- 
ple alive as dead, then each of us 
could have had only one human past 
life. We learn, however, that accord- 
ing to the Kitzur Sh’lu, only a person 
who observes all 613 moral rules can 
escape reincarnation, and even 
Moses was not that good. 

I finally found the answer to the 
sloth question in the Guinness Book 
of Records (Guinness Publishing 
£14.99), a volume whose value as a 
work of general reference is greatly 
underestimated. Looking up “sloth" 
in the index took me stright to the 
“sleepiest mammal" entry an the 
information that sloths spend up to 
80 per cent of their time sleeping. 
“The least active of aff mammals are 
- probably then three species of three- 
toed sloths in the genus Bradypus.” 

All of which CGhfinns that ency- 
clopedias are not as helpful as they 
ought to be. The ones that are best 
written (in this batch, the Larousse 
is well ahead of the rest in that 
respect) tend to be the most difficult 
to look up. while those designed for 
easy consultation (the Hutchinson 
and Brewers) tend to be full of the 
sort of worthy information that is not 
always of great interest The Reader’s 
Digest volume comes closest to 
treading a middle path between 
readability and look-up-ability, but 
the quality of its information some- 
times suffers from its self-conscious 
bid for user-friendliness. 

And I still don’t know how widgets 


Saturdays with The Syringe 

Pete Davies surges through lager-fuelled wit and cocksure braying in the autumn^ football books 



T raditionally, all too many 
sports books have been 
banal, repetitive, barely lit- 
erate rush-jobs, typo-strewn 
slop turned out by ghosts who 
can just about sling three syl- 
lables together on behalf of 
people who wouldn't know a 
syllable if it tackled ihem 
from behind. Paul Merson's 
autobiography Rock Bottom 
(Bloomsbuiy, £14.99) might at 
first seem to be in that mould 
- but it's utterly compelling, 
because it's not actually a 
sports book at all. It is, 
instead, the story of a man 
dropping ten grand a day at 
the bookies, drinking fourteen 
pints of lager top. hoovering 
coke off grotty puh toilet cis- 
terns, going home and chuck- 
ing his wife down the stairs, 
then realising if he doesn’t do 
something about it, he’s going 
to go mad and die. 

The Mirror's Harry Harris 
has wisely left this blunt, brave 
confessional in the halting, 
unvarnished language of its 
subject. By the final chapter, 
when Merson's “diamond 
wife’’ Lorraine says she'd had 
“a shit life", boy. don’t you 


know ii - and the book is all 
the stronger for that clumsy 
honesty. You're left willing 
the man to stay clean - and if 
one reader going down the 
same road is saved, it's worth 
every sale Merson makes. 

Before his rehab, Merson 
was the archetypal Loaded 
icon - and from that maga- 
zine's lager-fuelled lout-wit to 
Nick Hornby’s far finer Gun- 
ners melancholy, the last few 
years have seen an explosion 
of decent writing about sport. 
The old master's still out there 
- McDvanney On Horseracing 
(Mainstream. £14.99) gives his 
sonorous, bcady-eyed prose 
another welcome outing - but 
every publisher's grail is to find 
the next Fever Pitch. In David 
Bennie’s Not Playing For 
Celtic (Mainstream. £12.99) I 
believe they’ve done it- 

By turns hysterically funny, 
violently abrasive, and vigor- 
ously scatological, this is an 
absolutely marvellous book. 
The autobiography of a Celtic 
fan who's 3 s much at ease with 
Sterne. Milton or Freud as he's 
anguished at Parkhead with his 
motes Baby Albert, Fat Saul 
and The Syringe, it comes with 
deliriously verbose footnotes 
and scaltergun outbreaks of 
contempt - for. among others, 
the villainous Huns of Ibrox, 
the image-makers of Glasgow 


District Council, and virtually 
all Celtic goalkeepers, those 
sorry victims of “narcoleptic 
ball-blindness." 

One gem of a tale concerns 
a spectacular skin disorder. 
On therapeutic retreat at a 
monastery in Aosta - where 
Bennie contemplates becom- 
ing a novitiate brother, until 
obliged to accept that his 
unconquerable atheism may 
be something of a drawback - 
he hears Hrbs have beaten 
Rangers 2-1. Overjoyed, be 
gambols across the hills like a 
member of the Von Trapp 
family, looks at his hands, 
and finds his ravaged skin 
miraculously cured. Then 
there’s the awful story of his 
arrival on a green to find his 
ball in the hole - a hole in 
one? The tottering kids 
nearby scamper off, cackling, 
“Yell never know, ye’ll never 
fuckin' know." There are so 
many other gems here, I urge 
you to find out for yourself. 

If Mainstream don’t hit the 
jackpot with Bennie, there's 
no justice, but they've shov- 
elled out so many other titles 
you get the impression they'd 
publish anything, so tong as 
there's a ball in it. Amid the 
mundanities, however - 
dreary rugby players droning 
on about how they’re “not 
backward about coming for- 



ward” when it comes to giving 
each other “a boshing" - two 
other titles stand out. 

Roger Hutchinson's ~ It b 
now! (Mainstream. £14.99) is 
a lively account of England’s 
World Cup thirty years ago 
and, along the way. a chilly 
portrait of Sir Alf as a grace- 
less social climber. The book 
briefly descends, on the run- 
in to the tournament, into a 
trainspotter's stat-fest, but it 
comes rudely to life for the cli- 
max, and rhe account of the 
final is rivetings Hutchinson’s 
thesis, however, is that Ram- 
sey’s Robots' victory was actu- 
ally a Bad Thing; that Ramsey 
pointed the game towards a 
preference for blackboard- 
drilled automatons, initiating 
an ace drained of glamour or 
character. 

1 doubt Jeremy Novick 
would have that for a minute. 

In A League Of Their Own 

(Mainstream £14.99) is his 
tribute to the managers “who 
put their mouths where their 
mouths were” - Big Mai, Big 
Ron, Goughie. Wor Jackie, 
The Doc - and they came 
after '66. and they had char- 
acter by the catering pack. 
But then Novick clearly reck- 
ons he’s a character himself, 
and the result is an apotheo- 
sis of the Loaded style, cock- 
sure. revved-up. infuriating. 



totally in your face. There are 
turns of phrase in here so 
would-be sharp as to be ver- 
tiginous (“the Cnsla Del 

WhoyoulookinalpaV'; “flash 
bastard gob-on -a-s tick man- 
agers") and a cultural eclec- 
ticism so reckless as to he 
deranged. Malcolm Allison 
as William Burroughs? Or 
swallow this lot in one breath: 
George Best. Morrison, Rim- 
baud, Hendrix. Mozart, the 
Adverts ... (the Adverts?). 

In Lhe new football writing, 
however, where the song in 
the stand or the caption on 
the T-shirt becomes as impor- 
tant as the game itself, 
Novick’s right to picture man- 
agers in terms of column 
inches gained as much as 
trophies won. Only a game? 
Nonsense, it’s a media indus- 
try - through which Novick 
struts braying and sniggering, 
hip to every pratfall, a New 
Lad in a candy store of tall 
tales and bad haircuts. 

For all his vim, though, 
he’s not remotely as endear- 
ing as David Bennie. Towards 
the end of Not Ploying For 
Celtic, when Bennie admits to 
fearing commercial failure, 
he writes, “If you’re a Celtic 
fan and you’ve enjoyed it, 
that’s the main thing." Me. I 
don’t mind about Celtic, but 
I loved the book. 
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Visions of Paradise 

Anna Pavord puts on her wellies and weeds out 
the best gardening books of the season 
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frost on toe lawn: the author’s garden, from David Hicks’s ‘CufewoH Gardens’, photographs by Andrew Lawson fflteufenfeld, £25} 


A life beyond newsprint 

DJ Taylor is botii beguiled and enraged by autumnal collections of journalism and lectures 


ffaedenin^ 


N othing this year has 
made me more envi- 
ous than the photo- 
graph of a flower bor- 
der at St Nicholas, 
the late Bobble 
James's garden in Richmond, 
Yorkshire. It is one of a sump- 
tuous collection of black and 
while images in The Country 
House Garden by Brent 
Elliott (Mitchell Beazley. 
£40). These have been culled 
from the archives of Country 
Life and Dr Elliott has woven 
through them a narrative of 
exemplary clarity which tells 
the stoiy of garden design 
from 1897, when Country Life 
was launched, up to the Sec- 
ond World War. 

The border is not what you 
would normally think of as a 
flower border. A wide com- 
fortable grass path runs straight 
through an avenue of young 
apple trees. Under the apples 
are sheets of iris, running as far 
as you can see. Among the iris 
are randomly planted tulips. It 
is ravishing and I want it even 
more than the cast bronze fauns 
guarding the pool at Harold 
Feto's garden, Iford Manor in 
Wiltshire, which also features. 

The book is printed on 
thick, glossy paper which 
reproduces these old black 
and white photographs in 
mesmeric detail Images of the 
powerful, dominant garden 
of the late Victorian era give 
way to the softer, more inti- 
mate and enclosed settings of 
the Edwardian age. Lutyens is 
there of course, but the eru- 
dite Dr Elliott introduces a 
number of much less well- 
known figures whose influ- 
ence was equally important. 
Gertrude Jekyll is generally 
supposed to have had the 
greatest influence on planting 
design in the Arts and Crafts 
epoch. The author argues that 
her pedestal should be more 
properly occupied by William 
Wiidsmith, head gardener at 
Eckfield Place, Hampshire. 

Gardens that we new think 
of as being settled and vener- 
able are revealed here in their 
new, rather too crisply pressed 
dothes. The octagonal water 
garden at Folly Bum in Berk- 
shire, a Lutyens/JekyQ design 
for the Asters, is startlingly 
spartan. So are the terraces at 
Port Lympne, Philip Sassoon’s 
Twenties house in Kent rising 
in cliffs of uncovered stone. 
From the centre of the bathing 
pool there, wrote the garden’s 
designer, Philip Tflden, there 
rose a fountain “‘that used up 
all the water in the district in 
an hour”. That must have 
made Sassoon popular with his 
neighbours. 

No book could be a better 
companion than this on a 
long, lazy Christmas after- 
noon. Clearly and authorita- 
tively, Brent Elliott leads us 
through the maze of influ- 
ences, styles and personalities 
that brought about some of 
the most influential gardens of 
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the age. He is particularly 
good on the rise of the wood- 
land garden and the arrival of 
the rockery, both of which 
were the results of an increas- 
ing trend for plantsmanship 
rather than design to be the 
defining characteristic of a 
garden. We are still suffering 
from that imbalance today. 

A Photographic Garden 
His tony by Roger Phillips and 
Nicky Fay (Macmillan, £25) 
divides its images by subject. 
These cover a wide range - 
doorways, gates, staircases, 
pools, pots, potagers, topiary 
- interspersed between double 
page spreads of gardens such 
as Knightshayes and Hevcr 
Castle, which exemplify a par- 
ticular style or age in garden- 
ing. The bulk of the book is 
concerned with Western gar- 
dens, bur there are two excel- 
lent sections at the end, cov- 
ering those of China and 
Japan, often muddled in the 
minds of those of us who gar- 
den in a different tradition. In 
the main, the images come 
from grand gardens and the 
way they arc arranged makes 
this a book that you can dip in 
and out of with great pleasure. 

If you asked a Chinese or 
Japanese tourist to name the 
first English garden that came 
into their mind, it would prob- 
ably be Sissinghurst, whose 
creator. Vita Sacfcville-West, 


died more than 30 years ago. 
It now belongs to the National 
Trust, who have gardened 
there as long as the hallowed 
V.S.W. herself. Ir is not sur- 
prising then that Tony Lord’s 
brilliant new book Gar de ni n g 
at Sissinghurst (Frances Lin- 
coln, £25) should reveal the 
extent to which the place has 
altered, in some cases quite 
radically, over the last three 
decades. The polyanthus car- 
peting the mitteiy was a key 
feature of the garden in the 
late Thirties (the NIcolsons 
got the idea from Gertrude 
Jekyll whom they bad visited 
at Munstead Wood). Sofl sick- 
ness prevents any being grown 

there now. Harold Nicolson 
never liked his wife’s choice of 
“suburban 1 " azaleas for the 
moat walk, a brash selection of 
turn of the century cultiyars. 
Nor, it seems, did the National 
Trust Gradually, the most jar- 
ring colours were removed as 
the old bushes were re- 
juvenated, leaving chiefly soft 
yellow tones to hold the space. 
This is a fascinating book which 
benefits to a great extent from 
the memories of Sissinghurst's 
recently retired gardeners, 
Pamela Schwerdt and Sybille 
Kreutzberger. Tbny Lord’s own 
photographs provide a perfect 
complement to the text. 

Severely practical in its con- 
tent and layout is The New 


Housepbmt Survival Manual 
by Jane Bland and William 
Davidson (Wird Lock, £10.99). 
The format follows a formula 
that is easy for newcomers to 
interpret Light position, tem- 
perature range, watering, feed- 
ing and other instructions to 
keep plants happy are laid out 
with symbols on one side of the 
page, with the rather frighten- 
ing number of pests and dis- 
eases to which bouseplants are 
subject illustrated in gory dose- 
up. A staggering number of 
houseplants are given as pre- 
sents at Christmas. This man- 
ual will help to ensure they last 
beyond January. 

For a stocking, look for The 
Garden: Visions of Paradise 
by Gabrielle van Zuylen, one 
of the New Horizons series 
published by Thames and 
Hudson (£6.95). It is not much 
bigger than a standard paper- 
back but Is beautifully 
designed, the text squeezing its 
way round a rich series of 
images. Here is the Pitti Palace 
in Florence as it looked in the 
16th century. Here is the well- 
fed face of Jean -Charles Alp- 
hand who laid out so many of 
Paris’s parks. Read Pliny the 
Younger's description of his 
vQJa garden at Dtta di Casteilo 
in Tuscany. It was written c.100 
AD but could have come 
straight from the pages of this 
month’s Gardens Illustrated. 



T here are certain brands of 
literature whose very sur- 
vival, like that of the oryx 
or the manatee, seems a mat- 
ter for wonder and congratu- 
lation. The reprinted “middle 
article”, the hardbacked 
cheer-up stuff from the 

broadsheet centre pages, the 
' celebrity lecture series, even 
the meditative compilation 
of “books that have served me 
welT -onehad thought them 
. all dead beyond recall Some- 
how, though, with Christmas 
. upon -us . and the festive tills a- 
jingle, such trifles precari- 
ously endure. 

Having laboured through 
Lynne Thiss’s relentlessly 
dripper novel With One Lousy 
Free Packet Of Seed last year, 
.1 approached Making The 
Gat Laugh (Hamish Hamil- 
ton, £10.99) with the gravest 
apprehension. In fact this col- 
lection of “Single Life 
mhimns from The Times and 
elsewhere turns out to be a 
pleasant surprise. If TLuss’s 
accounts of a petrified spin- 
ster existence spent in front to 
the television in South Lon- 
don have a life beyond 


newsprint, it is because of 
the slight edge behind their 
habitual self-deprecation. 
Some quintessential “Eng- 
lish” properties are on display 
here - the flat the cat the 
jokes about cuisine for ooe. 
Underneath, though, lies a 
sharp sense of missed oppor- 
tunities and life lived at one 
remove. In case this sounds 
unusually tedious, Thiss is 
often very funny; even the cat- 
fixation - usually a kind of 
graveyard for the comic writer 
- seems narrowly tolerable in 
her practised hands. 

At any rate Thiss’s recycled 
m usings have worn rather 
better than those of her Times 
colleague Bernard . Levin. 
Working oat why so one dis- 
likes the pieces in I Should 
Say So (Cape, £16.99) is a fas- 
1 creating exercise. It is not 
that Levin chooses the wrong 
subjects or approaches them 
in the wrong way, for he has 
a-ffne line in moral indigna- 
tion: it is not even that he isn’t 
funny, for he frequently is- in 
the end, it is simply because 
of his overweening conceit 
Like the late Beverley 
Nichols, whose style he 
mcreasmgiybegms to approx- 
imate (“I have a message for 
whichever, of the saints is on . 
doorkeeping duty at the 
Pearly Gates tonight...”). 


there is a sense that Levin's 
only real subject is himself. 
The best bits are the obituar- 
ies, even if they tend to come 
garnished with surfeits of 
Levin; the worst bits, the A- 
fireny-thing-struck-me pieces, 
in particular an essay entitled 
“What’s in a word?”. Mr 
Levin’s thoughts on the late 
Kurt Cobain will also seem 
unreasonably funny to anyone 
under the age of 40. 

Hugo Williams’s columns, 
collected under his TLS mast- 
head Freelancing (Faber 
£14.99) are much better value. 
For once the subtitle - 
“Adventures of a Poet” - gives 
a good idea of the book’s con- 
tents. The astonishingly 
youthful-looking author (53 
going on 35) has been living 
the fife of the vagrant literary 
man ever since he left school 
in 1960 and turned up on the 
doorstep of Alan Ross's Lon- 
don Magazine. There follows 
a lively round of creative writ- 
ing classes, festivals and book- 
ish to-ings and fro-ings. For all 
the warmth of William’s lit- 
erary reminiscences - he even 
manages to rekindle some 
interest in the charred sticks 
of bygone Soho -some of the 
best pieces leave the literary 
ghetto altogether. “A short 
bad. film about violence”, for 
example, is an unsparing 


account of family squabbling, 
while the tribute to Thra 
Browne, the “lucky man who 
made the grade” from The 
Bea ties’s “A Day in the Life”, 
is a potent evocation of 
Swinging London. 

Tfeny White’s Footfalls In 
Memory (Hodder £14.99) is 
very much a companion vol- 
ume to Taken On Trust , his 
best-selling autobiography. 
Stuck in his solitary prison cell, 
and starved of books, Waite 
kept himself sane by trying to 
remember his favourite pieces 
of literature. The resultant 
anthology is a reasonably 
interesting trawl through an 
idiosyncratic Christian library, 
with autobiographical intro- 
ductions. Although there are 
no surprises, it’s nice to get a 
complete version of McGo- 
nagall’s ode to Shakespeare, 
not often enough reprinted. 

Margaret Atwood’s Strange 
Things: The Malevolent 

North In Canadian Literature 
(Oxford, £15), originally deliv- 
ered as the Clarendon lectures 
in Oxford, is a treat Concen- 
trating on the North and its 
representation in poems and 
prose, Atwood is particularly 
good on the ni-feted F ranklin 
expedition of the 1840s and its 
cannibalisatioo by later gen- 
erations of Canadian writers 
for their own mythical and 


political ends. Subsequently 
taking in Grey Owl Robert W. 
Service (the creator of Dan 
McGrew) and Alice Munro, 
Atwood’s characteristic sub- 
tlety survives the journey from 
lecture hall to printed page. 
It’s a pity she couldn’t have 
found space for Jack London, 
whose Yukon tales knock, 
most Frozen North writing 
into a cocked hat 
Rather less interesting are 
Nadine Gordimer’s lapidary 
reflections on Writing And 
Being (Harvard, £1 1.95), pre- 
viously delivered as the Har- 
vard Charles Norton Lec- 
tures in. 1994. While Ms 
Gordimer generally talks a 
great deal of sense - a qual- 
ity not always displayed by 
Nobel laureates -her remarks 
about the writer’s relation- 
ship to the human beings who 
form the source of their char- 
acters are sometimes a tiny bit 
obvious. She is better on her 
set books - Mahfouz, Ache be, 
Oz - and best of all on her 
South African upbringing and 
the impulses that led her to 
write. An odd ghost hangs 
over these accounts of the 
writer’s pot-shots at a repres- 
sive state - reading them it is 
impossible not to think of the 
late Ren Saro-Wrwa, the very 
latest example of Art’s abil- 
ity to confound the despots. 
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Kathleen Evans, 
78, inns the 
small Hampton 
Loade ferry 
across the River 
Severn with her 
sister, Lilian 
James, 83 
Photograph: 
Newsteam 


Who will pay the ferryman? 

Britain's last inland ferries are operated by a handful of determined amateurs. By Clive Fewins 

B ryan Rogers, 63, worked for him in advance and let him know roughly landmark in the lowlands between Nor- In June the ferry was taken 
three years with a wheelbarrow what time they will be beside the creek wich and Great Yarmouth. Peter Weir who is optimistic th 
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B ryan Rogers, 63, worked for 
three years with a wheelbarrow 
moving 50 tonnes of mud and 
gravel from shingle banks and 
the riverbed to build the low jet- 
ties to enable him to run his one- 
man ferry operation across a muddy 
coastal creek in Suffolk. 

In his first full season this year he reck- 
ons he rowed about 200 passengers - his 
dinghy takes two at a time - across the 
70yd-wide creek. After paying his insur- 
ance and local authority registration 
fees and taking depreciation of his craft 
into account he reckons he lost about 
£300. 

Fortunately, Mr Rogers is not too wor- 
ried. He retired to rural Suffolk aged 60 
after being a director of several compa- 
nies, sold his car, bought a rowing boat 
and decided that his prime retirement 
task would be to reinstate the feny 
across Butley Creek near the village of 
Orford. It last operated in 1920. 

“I reckon this has been a ferry site for 
600 years,” he says. “My wife and friends 
think Tra a little mad, but I believe run- 
ning the ferry is a worthwhile contribu- 
tion to the local community. People say 
it is a ferry to nowhere but it is used by 
coastal walkers and birdwatchers. A trip 
up the creek is a loag journey for me - 
but I have got a paddle.” 

Throughout the summer months 
Bryan Rogers sits beside the creek, 
repairs the mud and gravel jetties, which 
are under constant assault by the ebb and 
flow of the tide, and occasionally goes 
crabbing When a customer turns up he 
charges £1 to row them to the other side. 

In the winter he operates the ferry on 
demand, walking the half mile to the 
water along a field path from his home 
in the village of Boyton, the other side 
of the creek from Orford During the 
winter months he urges walkers to phone 


him in advance and let him know roughly 
what time they will be beside the creek 
and in need of his services. 

Mr Rogers’s enterprise is one of the 
very few new inland femes introduced 
in the past few years, according to Brian 
Margetson. A Bedford-based structural 
engineer, aged 40, Mr Margetson has for 
the past four years been researching and 
recording all the estimated 110 inland 
ferries in England and Wales. Next year 
he intends to move on to Scotland. 

“Since the war the general pattern for 
ferries has been one of decline, although 
there have been more encouraging signs 
recently,” he says. “The reasons vary. In 
many instances bridges have replaced 
ferries. But one of the other main rea- 
sons for the decline is the dislike of walk- 
ing nowadays. You often have to walk to 
get to a foot ferry and so few people seem 
prepared to take to their feet” 

One of the most colourful inland fer- 
ries is East Anglia's last, and England's 
smallest car feny, which carries two vehi- 
cles over the river Yare at Reedham, on 
the B1 140 between Beetles and Ade. 

“For many years the ferry did good 
business," says the licensee of the Ferry 
Inn, David Archer, who owns the 
flat-bottomed vessel and the feny rights 
which he inherited from his father, who 
bought the pub and the feny in 1949. 

“However, with the completion of 
the Norwich southern bypass in 1992, dri- 
vers sometimes find it easier to drive the 
25 miles from Acle in the north to Bec- 
cles or nearby Loddon in order to avoid 
the ferry queues, which can be very long 
in summer. Fortunately, the ferry is still 
just viable but I am having to watch the 
situation closely." 

If the feny were to disappear it would 
bring great inconvenience to people liv- 
ing in surrounding villages and would 
mean the disappearance of a colourful 


landmark in the lowlands between Nor- 
wich and Great Yarmouth. 

“At least there seems little chance of 
the feny being replaced by a bridge,” Mr 
Archer says. “The last time a bridge was 
recommended was in a 1949 Ministry of 
Transport report - ‘Ferries in Great 
Britain’. We are still waiting for the 
bridge.” 

In Essex the forty across the River 
Colne downstream from Colchester had 
been out of action for nearly 40 years 
before being revived by a band of volun- 
teers in 1991. The Wivenhoe Ferry Thist 
now operates an April to October service 
in a motorboat that will seat 12 Twenty- 
five volunteers operate two-man crews on 
a rota basis on two routes, Wivenhoe to 
Rowhedge (eight minutes) and Wivenhoe 
to Fingrinhoe (two minutes). 

Rod Smart, the founder chairman, 
says: “The service is popular with cyclists 
as well as walkers and shoppers, for whom 
it means avoiding an 11-mfle drive via the 
road bridge at Colchester. We manage to 
break even and are even thinking of 
expanding the service next year.” 

A few miles round the coast near 
Felixstowe things have not been so flour- 
ishing There the ferry from Old Felix- 
stowe to Bawdsey, which was operated 
by three generations of the Brinkley fam- 
ily, closed briefly this spring when Robert 
Brinkley decided to give up the ferry in 
favour of fishing. 

“It was a great shame because this year 
the Brinkleys celebrated 100 years of 
being ferrymen across the Dcben estu- 
ary,” says Robert Brinkley. “My grand- 
father Charles lost a hand when he was 
young and had a hook fitted in its place. 
Staff at the now closed Ministry of 
Defence radar establishment across the 
water at Bawdsey. whom we used to ferry 
to work, named one of the devices they 
invented Brinkley’s Arm." 


In June the ferry was taken over by 
Peter Weir who is optimistic that he can 
make it pay. “Between June and Sep- 
tember I took more than 9,000 people, 
many with bicycles, over in my 20ft 
open launch,” he says. “It cost them 50p 
a time for the two-and-a-half minute 
crossing. A lot of walkers and cyclists now 
use the Suffolk heritage coastlines, so 
hopefully I should be able to keep 
going.” 

On the other side of the country near 
Bridgnorth, Shropshire, it is many years 
since the Hampton Loade feny made a 
profit for its operators. Kathleen Evans, 
78, and Lilian James, 83, who are sisters, 
run the small rope forty, which is driven 
by the current, across the River Severn 
at a crossing point reckoned to have been 
in use since the early 1 7th century and 
that has been in their family for 38 yearn. 
Although it is a labour of love rather than 
a commercial enterprise, the sisters, 
who were brought up at the nearby Uni- 
com Inn, have plans for the crossing to 
remain in the family when they become 
too old to work it. 

“It is a way of life. We run it in all 
weathers except very high water,” says 
Mrs Evans, who keeps a constant look- 
out for customers on the other bank from 
her sitting-room window which overlooks 
the crossing point. 

The ferry is now independent of the 
pub, but pubs and ferries often go 
together. “The reason is quite simple.” 
says Mr Margetson. “This is because 
rivers like the Severn and the Wye are 
fast flowing and unpredictable. It was 
not always safe to cross and so travellers 
in the past needed somewhere lo stay 
in limes of bad weather and wait for 
the river level to drop or the flow dimin- 
ish. Once a waterside inn was estab- 
lished it was natural that the licensee 
should double as the ferryman. Fortu- 


nately the tradition often continues.” 
At Symonds Yat on the Wye the two 
foot ferries are owned and run by Ken 
Rollinson, who also owns the pubs on 
either side. Crossing is only safe when the 
river is not running too fast as both cross- 
ings are rope ferries operated by himself, 
his son Peter or one of the barmen. The 
flat-bottomed boat is propelled man ualiy 
by the ferryman, who pulls on the plas- 
tic-coated cable suspended overhead. 

And on the Thames at Babloek Hythe, 
to the west of Oxford, where the river can 
also be quite fast-running, the licensee 
of The Ferryman Inn, Peter Kelland, 
does his best to keep the flat-bottomed 
outboard-powered 12-seater going 
throughout the year. He reopened the 
ferry three years ago after a seven-year 
closure. Until 1965 it was a car ferry 
which could take three vehicles at a lime. 

“The best hope for small foot ferries 
- there are only three inland car ferries 
in England and Wades - is that they will 
manage to hold their own," Brian Mar- 
getson says. “On the Thames near Lon- 
don the foot feny at Hampton, Middle- 
sex, closed this aut umn because the 
person running it could not make it pay, 
but earlier in the year another one, five 
miles up river at Isleworth church, 
reopened after many years. However, it 
is a non-profit-making service. 

“Like village shops, it is very often a 
case of being run by the active newly 
retired and other community-spirited 
people. I should like to start an organi- 
sation to help these people keep in 
touch with each other, so that perhaps 
they can work together with the public 
to save ferries that are under threat for 
one reason or another.” 

Brian Margetson can be contacted at 
S, West Street, Rushden, Northats 
NNI0 0RT (01933 56963). 


A little local trouble 

A weekly round-up 
of rural rumpuses 


T he quiet Derbyshire village of 
Cotou-in-tbe-Elms has fallen foul 
of the flowerpot police. This 
summer, the village came third in 
the East Midlands VUlage-in-Bloom 
competition by decorating its grass 
verges with flower pots made out of 
concrete pipes. The competition 
over, the Parish Council made the 
mistake of applying for a licence for 
the pots. Four months later the 
County Council replied, saying the 
pots were a hazard to motorists, an 
obstacle for maintenance worker? 
and would have to be removed. 

Mr Roy Pritchard, chairman of 
the Parish Council, said: “I think we 
have paid the penally forgoing 
through the official channels ... It is 
absolutely stupid, especially when 
other villages have got exactly what 
we’ve got and we are the only ones 
being challenged. We are going to 
fight it - we are noL removing the 
pots." The row continues. 


I Flaxton. near York, have been 
threatened by interference from a 


All you have to do say the know-alls, is shut the birds up securely at night and 
stop worrying. Nonsense! Reynard is a determined and resourceful predator ’ 


different quarter. The roots of three 
mature trees - a beech, a horse 
chestnut and a sycamore - on the 
village green have been damaged by 
the over-zealous attentions of 
Yorkshire Water. 

The company had to dig a trench 
for a water main across the green, 
and instead of leaving the 
recommended six metres between 
the trench and the trees, they left 
one metre from the beech. 1.4 
metres from the cheslnuland 3.4 
metres from the sycamore. As a 
result some of the roots were 
severed, which could weaken and 
even kill the trees. The company 
pleaded guilty to three offences of 
wilfully damaging trees and were 
fined £700, with £270 costs. 

M ore than 24 tonnes of curdled 
milk blocked an A-road near 
Dorchester, Dorset, this week after 
two wheels foil off a tanker and it 
overturned. A police spokesman 
said that the driver was uninjured 
but “the smell at the scene was 
horrendous”. 


M uch rubbish has been writ- 
ten in recent weeks about 
how easy it is to protect 
free-range chickens from foxes. 
All you have to do, say the know- 
alls. is shut the birds up securely 
at night, und stop worrying. 

Nonsense! Reynard is a deter- 
mined and resourceful predator, 
and if the chickens really are 
free-range - on the loose, in the 
open, rather than confined to a 
big run -he will get some of them 
sooner or later. Never mind that 
we shut ours up with the greatest 
care every evening: still the num- 
bers keep being whittled down. 

Our fowl arc particularly vul- 
nerable, because we live on the 
side of a hill, separated from the 
wood above only by a couple of 
sloping grass Gelds. Foxes often 
sit in the open during the day. 
shamelessly fancying the selec- 
tion of substantial dinners parad- 
ing about below them. They have 
all the time in the world to 
choose their moment - and 
whenever they do pounce, it is 



DUFF 

HART-DAYIS 


sod's law that they gel not one of 
our superfluous young cockerels, 
but a precious laying hen. 

Luckily daylight attacks arc at 
worst sporadic. We go for weeks 
without one, then suddenly gel 
several in quick succession. One 
of the worst spates occurred not 
long before our daughter's wed- 
ding: I was sitting in the kitchen 
with the Rector, discussing 
details of the service, when 1 


heard a tell-tale screech-up in the 
garden. “Sony!" I cried. “Got to 
deal with a fox." Snatching up a 
rifle. I ran out, shot the raider - 
which sure enough had killed a 
chicken on the lawn - and 
returned to our discussion. The 
Rector. good man that he is, did 
not turn a hair. 

Yet if daytime visits are inter- 
mittent, nocturnal patrols are 
unceasing. Whenever I kill a rat 
I leave it out in u field, secure in 
the knowledge that it will have 
gone by morning. If wc want to 
dispose of meal that has gone off, 
or superannuated bones, they 
too go out, und vanish. From the 
faultless efficiency of the scav- 
enger service, it is clear that 
sweepers come past every night. 

Occasionally they make mis- 
takes. When I found a quince 
dumped half way up the pad- 
dock. pitted hy tooth-murks, 1 
could only conclude that a fox 
had scrumpcd it out of the 
orchard and carried it some dis- 
tance before deciding (hat the 


taste was not all it should be. 

More often, though, the aim is 
all loo accurate. Eggs left uncol- 
lected vanish overnight, and our 
most recent major casualty was 
a speckled hen, black and while, 
which took against roosting in the 
barn, and perched instead on a 
beam in an open-fronted shed. 
Night after night, just as it got 
dark, wc caught her and trans- 
ferred her to safety. Then one 
evening we forgoL At lam we 
wore woken by an awful death- 
screech, and in the morning there 
was only a trail of feathers to 
show where she had been carried 
off down the lane. 

Fox-pressure being what it is, 
we were dismayed when our soli- 
tary Bramah — our champion 
hen, she of the furry feet - once 
again went broody, and opted to 
incubate a nest in the same open- 
fronted shed, on lop of a stack of 
hay-bales. Tvice before this year 
she had sat successfully, but both 
times she spent the 21 days of 
dangerous immobility inside a 


secure coop, coming out at inter- 
vals for food and drink. 

This last time my wife made 
her a beautiful nest in the coop, 
but again and again she marched 
off to her preferred eminence, 
i here she was, a literally sitting 
target, protected only by the fact 
that incubating birds lose most, 
if not all, of their scent. 

The only reinforcement we 
could give her was a barrier of 
Ren a rd me, the age-old stink- 
bomb, now available as an 
aerosol. I should not care to say 
whar it is made of (and nor 
apparently, do the manufactur- 
ers). The effect is of well- 
matured tiger’s or wolfs piss. 
1 ne can depicts cats, dogs, rab- 
bus and so on fleeing in all direc- 
tions, and I do not blame them, 
so devastating is the stench. 

* ^ajever «t is, it has done its 
stutt rhe Bramah has survived, 
and hatched off safely. Her brood 
amounts to only a single yellow 
chick, but once again, she has tri- 
umphed against heavy odds. 


1 l-i 
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Four letters to put off buyers: UPVC 


There’s nothing 
like rotten old 
windows to put 
off buyers. But 
think twice 
before installing 
new ones. 

By Anne Spackman 


T he phone rings at around 
7pm. “Mrs Burgess?" asks 
an unknown voice. "'Yes," 
I answer, suspicious of any 
stranger using my married 
name at that time of night. 
“I'm ringing from Try Your Luck 
Home Improvements to let you 
know that we are offering free 
quotations on new doors and win- 
dows...” What they are offering 
is always the same: UPVC units 
or 1930s frames in an area dom- 
inated by Victorian and Edwar- 
dian sash windows. 

If you want to replace or repair 
a period window you have to 
scour the small ads for a special- 
ist or try your local joiner. It is a 
frustrating business, but it may be 
worth it in the long run. Accord- 
ing to a survey carried out by 
Knight Frank & Rutley, nothing 
puts buyers off a house more 
than replacement windows. 

Windows are the most promi- 
nent features on the face of a 
house, dominating its externa] 
appearance. The survey showed 
that buyers who wouldn’t blanch 



The old and toe new: ‘The capital cost of double glazing when compared with the energy savings per year may take 25 years to repay* Photos: Jane Baker 


at a new kitchen or bathroom 
baulk al the idea of replacing win- 
dows. Given the cost of doing it 
properly, they may be very wise. 

One leading agent is currently 
selling a six-bedroom Victorian 
house with a good garden in a 
popular pan of the Horae Coun- 
ties. This is the kind of house pur- 
chasers are queuing to buy, yet 
they were invariably put off by the 
picture windows. One potential 
purchaser went as far as getting a 
quote for replacing them all. It 
came in at over £25.000. 

It is easy to sec why some peo- 
ple have opted for plastic. UPVC 
windows need very little mainte- 
nance, do not warp and arc cheap. 
They are also, normally, double- 
glazed, a feature which is rising up 
the list of buyers' expectations. It 
shouldn't be, according to John 
Fidler of English Heritage. He 
says people who want to cut their 
heating bills would do better to 
invest in draught-proofing or a 
heavy set of curtains. “The energy 
experts at the Building Research 
Establishment say that double- 


glazing is not effective," Mr Fidler 
said. “The capital cost of double 
glazing when compared with the 
energy savings per year may take 
up to 25 years to repay." 

The “greenest" house builders 
go for triple glazing, but they put 
it in wooden frames. This is partly 
because it is more ecologically 
sound and partly because they 
believe wood is belter. Scundia- 
Hus. the Scandinavian firm that 
specialises in energy-saving new 
homes, uses a high quality soft- 
wood timber from Sweden for its 
triple-glazed windows. “The wood 
is far better than anything you can 
get in England apart from oak 
trees," said Mike Maps ton, the 
technical director. 

He added that they got a higher 
efficiency rating using wood than 
UPVC, partly because of the 
quality of the glazing and partly 
because of tne air-tight seal 
between the window frame and 
the house. But aesthetics and 
environmental awareness were 
also part of the equation. “Um- 
ber has been shown to be the most 


environmentally friendly material 
there is,” Mr Mapston said, “and 
in our houses, it looks right." 

Most people prefer wooden 
frames for aesthetic reasons. Tony 
Salter put in new French doors at 
the back of his Edwardian terrace 
in Dulwich, south east London, 
using the Original Box Sash Win- 
dow Company. “They made them 
exactly as they hud been origi- 
nally,” Mr Salter said. “They even 
found a firm in America that 
produced the particular type of 
patterned glass. The doors were 
one of the main factors when we 
came to sell the house. They 
tipped the scales in our favour." 

The Original Box Sash Window 
Company was started in 1984 by 
John Rose, who saw a gap in the 
market. Mr Rose had been made 
redundant from an architectural 
practice and was selling double 
glazing. “People were saying it was 
a shame they couldn't have tbeir 
box sashes done." Mr Rose 
recalls. “There was no service 
except the odd corner joiner.” 

His company now employs 70 


people from its base in Windsor. 
They produce near perfect repli- 
cas of a property's original win- 
dows, but with double glazing 
and their own draught and dust 
exclusion system, Sashseaf. This 
kind of work docs not come 
cheap. It costs roughly £1,000 to 
replace one full sash window. 

For even older properties the 
number of experts available 
decreases with the centuries. My 
colleague Duff Han-Dovis 
recently described replacing some 
windows in his 16th-century 
Cotswold stone farmhouse. He 
had the good fortune to come 
across Michael Waddingham, an 
architect who has developed a 
veiy slim double-glazed window in 
a black metal frame with antique 
catches. With the walls of Duffs 
farmhouse more than two feet 
thick and rotten lintels needing to 
be replaced, the bill for six win- 
dows has been £20,000. 

If your house is old, however, 
it may be possible to get an 
improvement grant for such costly 
but beautiful alterations. 


Where to 
get help 

Many period houses 

are in Conservation 
Areas. The local 
authority conservation 
officer is a good source 
of free advice on local 
craftsmen and grants 
and has powers to 
stop ugly alterations. 

Most towns or . 
counties have a 
historical society. 
Michael Vfeddirigham 
found the one in 
Stroud, Gloucestershire 
to be an astonishing 
source of knowledge. 

If your home is listed 
you will need Listed 
Building Consent for 
window alterations. 

The Original Box Sash 
Window Company, 

The Joinery, Unit 10, 
Bridgewater Way, 
Windsor, Berks SL4 
1RD; 01753 858196. 

The London Crown 
Glass Company 
supplies glass for 
period buildings. Its 
customers include the 
National Trust and 
English Heritage; 
01494 871966. 

Verrtrolla, based in 
Harrogate, but with 
franchises elsewhere, 
specialises in 
renovating and 
draught-proofing old 
windows; 01423 
567004. 

John Fidler of English 
Heritage is organising 
a conference, 'Framing 
Opinions’, at Fort 
Brockhurst, Hants, in 
February. Call 01705 
580068. 
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Househunter 

Oucherotie, near Dijon, France 



Number One Railway Cuttings is a 
llformer signalman's cottage on a 
line that still takes tourists by steam 
train past the front door. The only 
other way to get there is in an all- 
weather vehicle. It has four rooms 
plus a shower, a water well, septic 
tank and half an acre of land sur- 
rounded by wooded hills. Heating is 
by wood, cooking by wood and gas 
and lighting by paraffin lamps. A 
generator, water pump and electric 
saw are included in the negotiable 
asking price of FF97,000 (£13,000). 
Contact In The Sticks 01434381404. 

For What It’s Worth 

T he eminently sensible Scottish 
practice whereby the seller rather 
than the purchaser of a property car- 
ries out a structural survey is being 
recommended by agents south of the 
border for properties in poor con- 
dition. The Surrey based agents 
Cure hods says it speeds up the sales 
process and gives buyers less room 
to negotiate the price down. Execu- 
tors are generally more willing to see 
the virtues of the scheme than peo- 
ple selling their own home, accord- 
ing to Curchods’ senior partner 
Andrew Dewar. He is selling a 
three-bedroom Victorian terrace in 
Guildford, needing total refurbish- 
ment, for £65,000 rather than the 
normal £95,000 because of the work 
revealed by a full set of structural 
reports. “The vendors agreed it was 
important to attract only those peo- 
ple who have a real interest and the 
financial ability to undertake a lot of 
work.” Mr Dewar said. 

Who’s Moving 

Nick van Hoogstraten, the Ameri- 
can producer of the forthcoming 
West End show The Fields of 
Ambrosia, has rented a flat in St 
John’s Wood, London. He took the 
two-bedroom flat in Hamilton Ter- 
race the day after Chestertons put 
it on the market for £350 a week. 


T* 0171 293 2222 
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London Property 


THINK 

BIG 

TO ALL IN THE 
MEDIA, 
FASHION, 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
AND LITERARY 
WORLDS 



Cut out the middle man! 
UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY 
... to create surely die 
biggest (9000 ft*) loft in 
London or divide it up 
between you 

BIBUOTHEQUE 

BUILDING 

BATTERSEA 

has planning, parking, 
gardens, double volumes 
etc etc 

Available at a mouth 
watering £69 sq ft Freehold 

0171 937 3878 


FOR SALE 
FREEHOLD 



FORMER VICTORIAN 
SCHOOL WITH 
RESIDENTIAL CONSENT 

17,775 sq ft 

SALEABLE 

Consent for 14 unite 


Bermondsey SE1 
£700,000 

or 

a^aq ft at £355,000 
and 9,400 sq ft at E38S400 

SWCCTF REODBHUL 
DEnoPMam 

0171 937 3878 


L0FTO. PROPER 
Me votanwd shell apart ments, 
Battersea. BartJno, secure 
■He. Probably tw«t 
around. From C120 JW0- SAP- 
COTE 0171 9378878 


London Property 


66% fe 1 SOLD 



View from Apartment 26 


YOU NEEDN’T PUSH THE BOAT OUT 
FOR THE BEST RIVERSIDE VIEWS 

One Bed Apartments with River View from £93,000 

Rlwrside apartments are much sought after - but you nerd no longer push 
the boat out For the best views. Phase 1 of Adamic ’Wharf comprises 74 one, 
two and three bedroom apartments, man with river views, situated on The 
Highway, midway between the City and Canary Wharf. 

A range of apartments available from 

£75,250 u, £145,000 

Our recently completed show apartment makes immediate viewing a priority. 


Show apartment open this weekend and daily between 1 lam and “pm 



REGAUAN 


0171 790 3553 

(SALES CENTRE) 


0171 407 3669 

(24 HOURS) 


Gonntzy Property 


NEW & EXCLUSIVE 


Mturanwnnvi 



The kit jaaabhg « ok 
adobe flmkfriat tf do Atom, 
C«* y. Stated 1 m Ok 6 nBa fina 
g-ifad, Ijcchrinm fta depot mm 
hmpcfta teKPof*dww fepw« o* 
im .mI unites- 4 lieduioBi. 3 

Bcepfcas, fitted tfcka, batons, 
ewdft cated 

taadig, tabic pngs ft fitted coptfiL 
CM takyfr fa tter rtrttfc- 



ALLH0 H<£ • 

premier ■Bajaa* * 
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Services 


rRBASWKMDL, 
JOESFmY 

CBaLUOn 

Traditional 
Sash Casement 
Windows. 
01753-534542 


BOX SASH WINDOW 
SPECIALISTS 

Rmmtk n eUbMtmoSnsior 
wutdcMS. Singktand 
Ml Part or M 
replacement 
For brochure lebptione; 

HUTCHESON RENOVATIONS 
01753 860703 


Auctions 


General Accident Auctions 

MAJOR NORTHERN PROPERTY AUCTIONS 

Mainly By Order of the Mortgagees 
including the Halifax BuOding Society 

NORTH WEST 

12Hl DECEMBER *S ■ HaYDOCK PARK 
RACECOURSE. MERSEYSIDE 
103 lou 

Grater Maacteaa, Cumbria. Lms. Cheshire. Clwvd. 
Mcncyafc, GwyncdJ. Siaffi zad Wen Midlands. 

CENTRAL NORTH 

UA DECEMBER - NOVOTEL. BRADFORD 
42 lots 

South Humberside, SouH-Wen-Nnni Y pristine. 
Hambernde, Derbyshire. Lrioesienbat and Non* 

NORTH EAST 

14th DECEMBER - HALLCARTH MANOR 
HOTEL. DURHAM 
60 lots 

Tyne A War. Qndtnd. Ncrlbranhotiod am) Co Durham 
OR FOR A FAXED COPY rTHC MAY INVOLVE A LONGER CALL] 
cm TK NWia CffWTTF AM> AWAIT KSlSLiCim 
All CAUL CHARGED JfflUIN CWAP WWIIK ALL OIHE? TTMP 
OFFKB 1ST FLOOR OfFKZS. WU GtOV£ ROAD SOOTH 
SOUTKXA. HASTE. PIS RU> 
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On the instructions of RMC Properties Limited 
Acting on behalf of RMC Finance L imited 

FOR SALE BY PUBLIC AUCTION 

Garage Cottage, Englefield Green, Surrey 

on 

Wednesday 6th, December 1995 
Tel: 01932 852768 
Colley s Professional Service. 


Country Properly 


TO LET 
Ideal Second 
Home 


Two bedroom house 
on unspoff 400 ocre private; 
HandflWa! rootfl . 

50 miles from London 

£500 pem 


fTel: 01621 788451/1 
7882731 
|Fax: 016217882441 


Prance 


FRENCH PROPERTY NEWS 
monthly, feryowa free copylMe- 
phono tfHBI )W7l 834. 


Sussex 


BONETTS tor BRIGHTON property. 
Tel 01 Z73 E773S5 (24 hr arts ser- 
vice) - 




SATURDAY 

9TH 

I DECEMBER 





Services 


ARE YOUR 

WINDOWS DRAUGHTY, 
RATTLING, 

ROTTING OR BROKEN? 

We are experts in draughtsealing your existing 
windows & doors , providing warmth and 
security and allowing smooth operation. 

Our highly skilled craftsmen also construct 
made-to-measure replacement timber windows 
(double or single glased) doors & french doors. 


We offer competitive pricing 
and offer uncompromising 
quality of materials & 
workmanship. 

For a Jree consultation 
and estimate, please call 

0181 977 0511 


SASH 



WINDOW 

WORKSHOP 


Services 




From 17th 
Century ... 


...and everything in between ... 

C\f‘> /"■ 7 

i Y V v 



I 


...to 20th 
J Century... 


im. % j. 

Mamtfacturcrx of hijtanc mewl tviiuiowi and doon, lauem lights and 
rooflighu. Established 1928. 




Heritage 


CLEMENT BROTHERS 

S>mrraia?!C£ Tm I0WSIC4JS9J FactOWSIMJW 



The discerning choice for people who 
refuse to compromise . . . 



• Windows 


• Trusses 


• Specialist Joinezy 


Norths W04AU T^oiag 73^68 to rag 733709 MASTER CRAFTSMEN IN TIMBER FOR OVER 75 YEARS 



At Dtiqtar Ham, El he have converted a form 
ZB, 000 sq ft tea Ha rehouse into 14 large, 
exclusive luxury loft apartnents. 
Superbly designed wfth features such 
as glass bricks, wooden floors and 
sandblasted brickwork, apartnents at 
Dingley Place range free 1,050 to 
1,500 sq ft and are fully fitted 
and needy to rave Into mediately. 



Mehx^db 

converting with style 


Located within walking distance of the 
'heart' of Islington and the City of 
London and starting fraa £139.500 for 
a fully fitted 1.050 sq ft apartaent. 
Dingley Place is one loft development 
you won't have to shell out fori 
Visit Dingley Place this weekend 
for a taste of stylish living. 

Yoo'll be converted. 


For a brochure please call Alex Neil on 0171 234 IBM Last 3 apartnents remaining! 
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Honey fungus: 
it torts in the 
soil and pounces 
on the sick 
and elderly 
Photograph: Brian 
Carter /Garden 
Picture Library 



control pr garden or does it control p? 


Leaving the garden to its own devices leads to many discoveries, but eventually you have to show it who’s boss. By Anna Pavord 


S sometimes wonder whether 1‘m 
M driving the garden or whether the 
u garden is driving me. I don't think, 
u by nature. I'm a very bossy person 
{a ("Dream on." said our oldest 
a daughter with heavy emphasis when 
she saw what I’d written) and I like the 
notion that the garden might have its 
own ideas about what it should be 
doing in certain places and seasons. 

Its ideas are frequently better than 
mine. Flowers by self seeding in places 
where you would never have dreamed 
they would survive, tell you a great deal 
about themselves. But there comes a 
moment when a patch is out of kilter. 
You suddenly feel an overpowering 
urge to take it by rhe scruff of the neck 
and sort it out. It has gone too far down 
the road of self determination. 

This has happened with a bit of the 
garden called the round border, though 
it isn't round, but egg-shape A It was 
originally made to mirror the shape of 
an old apple tree whose branches 
spread over it. It was also the site of an 
even older garbage dump, so that 
rather than being flat, it was mounded 
up in the centre. The soil, being full of 
cinder, drained beautifully. That is a 
treat here, where heavy, sticky clay is 
the norm. 

Almost as soon us the bed was made 


and planted up - predominantly with 
blues and yellows - the apple tree, its 
centrepiece and raison d’etre died of 
honey fungus, but by then a ‘Bobbie 
James' rose was rampaging over it We 
cleared away some of the outlying 
twiggy areas of the tree, then left the 
bulk of it to prop up the rose. Later, 
the rose died of the same disease and 
the skeleton tree blew over in a gale. 

By the time that little mess had been 
cleared up, the border looked like a 
battlefield, but it gave a good excuse to 
reinforce the rest of the planting: 
lavender, the narrow-leaved sage ‘Hid- 
cote’, the dark-leaved lobelia and the 
tender perennial Felicia pappei. Set out 
as mere sprigs in the late spring, these 
spread rapidly to cover about two 
square feet with dense bright green 
almost succulent foliage and a long suc- 
cession of daisy flowers, bright blue 
with yellow centres. 

The biggest thing? left in the border 
after the apple and its attendant ‘Bob- 
bie James' had collapsed were the 
shrub rose ‘Frublingsgold’ and a 
Phlomis chrysophyUa. The phlomis, 
which comes from the Lebanon, is an 
odd looking thing, with lime-green 
felted leaves and in June, whorls of 
hooded yellow flowers which emerge 
from the axils of leaf and stem. It is 


more compact than Phlomis fruti- 
cosa, the well known Jerusalem sage, 
and slightly less hardy. The rose grew 
in an elegant fountainingway to about 
seven feet, keeping its steins out of the 
way of the plants underneath. The flow- 
ers were semi-double, creamy gold, 
richly scented and came in a rush in late 
May and June with only a half-hearted 
repeat flowering later on. 

You notice I speak of the rose in the 
past tense. That, too, has suddenly 
given up the ghost. Honey fungus 
again. I suspect, which will lurk forever 
in this border, waiting to attack any 
shrub that is old or ailing. I don’t lie 
awake at night worrying about it 
Honey fungus is like pneumonia. If you 
are young, healthy and vigorous, you 
will shake it off. If you are old, frail and 
already suffering from some other 
problem, it will shake you off. 

Roses are particularly prone to 
attack. So are apple trees, chamaecy- 
paris, Leyland cypress (hooray), witch 
hazel, privet, cherries, rhododendrons 
and weigelas. So those are the things 
that I won’t be planting in the border 
again. But. having taken the rose out 
I realised that while I wasn’t looking, 
a lot of other things had been going 
on there that shouldn’t have been. The 
phlomis had become too big; so had 


the grey-leaved teucrium that had 
looked so fragile and tentative when I 
first put it in. 

They had completely shaded out and 
killed the folidas that had been such a 
feature of the border when I first 
planted it The agapanthus didn't seem 
to be flowering as well as they should, 
either, and the very pretty daylily 
Homemcallis citrine, with long, narrow 
scented trumpets of yellow flowers, had 
given up under the encroaching canopy 
of the teucrium. 

The fact that the grey-leaved shrubs 
were doing so well was probably due to 
the excellent drainage - they would rot 
anywhere else in the garden - but they 
had suddenly become obnoxious rather 
than a delight For ages you go on say- 
ing to yourself, “That shrub’s doing 
very well.” Then one morning you 
suddenly realise that in fact it has got 
above itself. You have to get into the 
driving seat and put the patch back on 
course. 

But given that both shrubs are on 
the tender side, should I take action 
now, or do the sensible thing and wait 
until spring, when a harsh winter might 
have done half the job for me? 
Although 1 am itching to get out there 
and hack away, I think I had better 
wait A whole series of mild winters 


has undoubtedly helped these two get 
to the overpowering size they are now, 
but I’d hate to lose them altogether. 
Cutting back stimulates fresh growth 
and now is not the time to be encour- 
aging that. 

Without the ‘FruhJingsgoId’ that 
spread to take over some of the space 
first occupied by the old apple tree, the 
border now is without a central focus. 
I'd like to put in another tree, but it 
would be suicidal to try an apple or 
even a crab apple with the honey fun- 
gus sitting there insidiously. I read 
somewhere that wood infected by 
honey fungus glows in the dark, like the 
mushrooms we used to see in the 
Dominican rain forest f wish I'd known 
that before. 1 would have saved the 
old apple wood and lined it along the 
path to the wood shed, which is as black 
as pitch. 

If not a crab apple, then probably 3 
thorn. That is what I am thinking 
about at the moment. Crataegus x 
lavallei to be precise - small, dense, 
naturally mop-headed, with glossy 
leaves, excellent fruit that persists for 
a long time through winter. Itwon’t do 
anything to reinforce the blue and the 
yellow, but it won’t get in the way 
either, as the redness will come at a 
time when pretty well everything 


under it has given up for the winter. 

That is another reason for wanting 
a tree that peaks at the low ebb of the 
year. Laburnum would be spectacular, 
but I'm not very fond of it and the flow- 
ers come when there is plenty else to 
look at in the border. It would over- 
power it. too. 

I rescued some old bearded iris 
from the first planting and they enjoy 
the warm, gritty site. So do the grassy- 
leaved Iris sihirica, which have smallish 
flowers just like fleur-de-lys. This is the 
iris you often see in Dutch flower paint- 
ings. ‘Heavenly Blue', an old variety, is 
the best of the ones in my garden. It is 
supposed to prefer moist soils to dry, 
but thrives nonetheless. The border 
gets well mulched in late winter and Iris 
sihirica seems to like that. 

In another pan of the garden it 


grows in semi-shade, though it does not 
flower quite so freely in those condi- 
tions. You do not need to split and 


replant as frequently as you do with 
bearded iris. Only when the centre of 
the clump has died out completely do 
they need attention. Then you drive a 
spade into the clump to detach the best 
growths round the edge and replant 
them in soil that has been refreshed 
with booemeal. They look good with 
hostas and ligularias. 



The best thing to do 
with your strimmer 
is throw it out 


W e are now in the middle of 
National Tree Week. Fon- 
der on the thought that strim- 
mere are responsible for more 
tree deaths than any other 
single factor. Vandals are im- 
potent weaklings compared 
with the savagely efficient 
strimmer, and not a lot nois- 
ier either. In a matter of sec- 
onds, a strimmer can girdle 
the base of a tree, stripping 
off the outer layers of the 
trunk which are the tree’s life- 


lines. Food and drink are 
carried up to the branches 
and leaves through an intri- 
cate plumbing system which 
lies just underneath the bark. 
If this is damaged, the tree 
dies. Hand weed round the 
base of trees and mulch the 
area with muck or compost. 
Instead of worrying about 
the Amazonian rain forest, 
take steps to save a few Eng- 
lish trees instead. Take your 
strimmer to the scrap-iron 


merchant. They are hideous, 
noisy, destructive, bullying 
machines. 

The price for keeping a 
strimmer should be a dona- 
tion to the International Tree 
Foundation (formerly Men of 
the Trees). You can contact 
them at Sandy Lane, Crawley 
Down, West Sussex RH10 
4HS (01342 712536). And 
have you ever thought how 
many insects you are slicing 
up with that whirling, indis- 


gardening 


SEPP 0 UR-OWN 

'"GROW YOUR 
FAVOURITE PLANTS 
ALL YEAR ROUND 
WITH GROWLIGHTS 



h your greenhouse or home 
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TECHNOLOGY 


BELT 
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FUCHSIA AND PATIO 
YOUNG PLANTS 
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To advertise in this section please call 
Jnliaxme Bead 0171 293 2344 or Amanda Burton 0171 293 2323 



FRUTT PRESSES 
CRUSHERS 

TniqlialtHblU 

AnqcdmAinal. <pdl< 
■On suite Ict net wtt 
iakrubf. 

Press Oca 05 ♦ oma(E 
r 9 (l|MNra,QqW«. 
Dm»QUS3f> 
TctlUSMWOfel 


criminate, length of nylon? 
Think Buddhist. It may be 
you there one day with your 
head about to be chopped off. 



la gahonal Tree week, irony 
about our own trees, rather than 
those in the Amazon basin 

Y vonne Luke of Herbaceous 
Books has recently pub- 
lished her autumn catalogue 
of second-hand gardening 
books, usefully divided into 
subject areas: Bulbs, Corms 
and Tubers (usually my first 
port of call in any second- 
hand book dealer's catalogue 
as I am always trying to find 
a tulip book I haven’t got). 
Wild Flowers. CactL Garden 
Design. 

There are 20 different cat- 
egories including, of course. 
Herbaceous Plants where you 
will find Shirley Hibberd’s 
Familiar Garden Flowers 
published in 1870 (price £28). 
"Those who seek applause by 
crying up herbaceous weeds 
and crying down bedding 
plants” will receive only “the 
pitying smile that is bestowed 
on the well-meaning fanatic.” 
That was a rare misjudgement 
cm Hibberd's part. 

Herbaceous Books is at 15 
Wscvflle Avenue, flfclev, West 
Yorkshire LS29 9 AH. (01943 
602422). 





WEEKEND 

WORK 

W eekend Work is going into 
hibernation for the winter, 
no more nagging this season 
about staking, mulching and 
dead-heading. 1 even feel guilty 
myself when I read it. 


Meanwhile, attend to ter- 
racotta pots. Those standing 
in saucers of water should be 
taken out of them. Pots are 
less likely to crack open in icy 
weather if the compost is well 
drained. 

Plant roses, fruit trees and 
new hedges. Order seeds in the 
bloated interval that stretch- 
es between Christmas and 


New Year. Include at least 
three things you have never 
grown before. 

Keep house plants dryish 
and potted bulbs dampish. 
Clear out the greenhouse and, 
if you are going for the solid- 
gold, hallmarked halo, clean 
and oil all gardening tools. 
Weekend Work will return at 
the beginning of March. 
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TRAVEL OFFER 

United States Coast to Coast 

A Great Railway Journey 


12 Day Tour £795 - Departs 28th March 
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FOUR DAY GRAND CANYON 
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How safe is your car? 

Safety, not sex-appeal, is the selling-point for the Nineties, but can 
you tell the essential features from the gimmicks? By Gavin Green 

S afety sells. Whereas the Anti-lock brakes **** Airbags*** 

eighties were all about hot These greatly increase the driver’s The latest safety buzz term, and 
batches and 0-60s, cars are chance of avoiding an accident, increasingly fitted as standard to 
now supposed to protect your Now fitted as standard to most lux- cars. Some cars have passenger 
health more than promote ury care and increasingly offered as airbags, too. The air bag is no more 

your imace. Car makers’ arts an nnh-m « n i>h«9ni>r ears rhan a faKrie mchinn fnMpH incirio 


S afety sells. Whereas the 
Eighties were all about hot 
hatches and 0-60s, care are 
now supposed to protect your 
health more than promote 
your image. Car makers' ads 
are full of arcane expressions to con- 
vince us of their piousness and their 
care’ protectiveness. So we’ve exam- 
ined the most-promoted safety fea- 
tures. Ail are useful, but some are a 
great deal more so than others. The 
higher the star rating the more vital 
the feature. 

Crumple zones/safety cages ***** 
Ail new cars have them, which is a 
major reason why they are much 
safer than old ones. New care are 
designed to absorb as much of the 
impact in a crash as possible through 
their crumple zones - deformable 
structures at the nose and tail of the 
vehicle, which include engine bay 
and boot, front and rear wings and 
bumpers. The more rigid structure 
immediately around you. the safety 
cage, should fend off whatever nasty 
has penetrated the cushioning 
extremities of the car. 

Generally, the newer the car the 
more effective its crumple zones, as 
hi-tech computer design has im- 
proved the art enormously. The 
advances are particularly notable in 
small cars: a new Fiat Punto, for 
instance, will be much more pro- 
tective in a crash than a 10-year-old 
Fiat Uno, despite having similar 
dimensions. 

Nonetheless, the bigger the car, 
usually the better. In a head-on acci- 
dent, the heavier car’s mass works 
to its advantage: the other car will 
decelerate more savagely. Plus: extra 
metal in front and behind means 
you've got more crumple zone than 
the guy in the little supermini The 
strongest cars still tend to be Ger- 
man or Swedish. The/ve been 
besotted by safety longer than, say, 
the Italians or the Japanese. A sec- 
ond-hand Mercedes or Volkswa- 
gen, then, is likely to be safer than 
a second-hand Fiat or Nissan. 


Anti-lock brakes **** 

These greatly increase the driver's 
chance of avoiding an accident. 
Now fitted as standard to most lux- 
ury care and increasingly offered as 
an option on cheaper care. 

An electronic brain ensures that 
the wheels never lock, no matter 
how hard you stamp on the brakes. 
This means you retain some steer- 
ing control, and also that - in dry or 
wet weather - you'll stop in less dis- 
tance. Mind you, anti-lode brakes, or 
ABS, can’t defy the laws of physics: 
if the surface is really slippWy you 
still won’t stop. 

CoHapstble steering column **** 
Essential if a manufacturer is to pass 
the mandatory 30mph head-on 
impact test. The steering columns in 
old cars tended to spear their drivers 
through the chest, whereas modem 
cars' columns collapse in severe 
impacts. Mind you, the steering 
wheel remains, and. unless it’s cush- 
ioned by an air bag. remains one of 
the biggest killers in a crash. 

Dual circuit brakes **** 

Again, mandatory. All cars have two 
hydraulic brake circuits, which feeds 
the pressure that you've applied to 
the brake pedal through to all four 
brakes. If one fails you can still stop, 
even if you have to press harder. 

Seatbelts***** 

Mandatory in all new cars sold here, 
both for front and rear scats. A 
three-point belt is better than a lap 
belt, as fined to some older care and 
in the middle of most rear seats. 
Recent Vofvos, Saabs, BMWs and 
Renaults have three-point belts in 
the middle of the rear seat. 
Pre-tensioners are increasingly com- 
mon - they tighten the belt in an 
impact, compensating for the stretch 
in a belt's webbing. Vauxhall has 
made them standard in all its cars. 
They are worthwhile, although pre- 
tensioned belts often have longer 
anchorage stalks, which can make 
fitting child seats awkward. 


Air hap *** 

The latest safety buzz term, and 
increasingly fitted as standard to 
care. Some care have passenger 
airbags, too. The air bag is no more 
than a fabric cushion, folded inside 
the steering wheel (or, for the pas- 
senger, inside the dashboard where 
you’d expect to find a glove box). In 
an accident, a small explosion 
instantly inflates the bag. Your head 
hits the bag rather than the steering 
wheel or the dashboard. Air bags 
also cushion your chest. 

Air bags were developed partly 
because American states were 
unwilling to legislate for the com- 
puisoiy wearing of seat belts (citing 
the same individual freedom that 
enables you to buy a gun in the Land 
of the Free). They’re not as effective 
as seat belts, but worthwhile as an 
added protective measure. 

Side impact bars ** 

Most crashes tend to involve the 
front or back of cars which is where 
the crumple zones, seal belts and air 
bags all come in useful. There is 
clearly less protection at your side 
- just a door between you and the 
Transit that's jumped the lights. 

New care, designed from the out- 
set to have side impact bars, will 
offer more side protection than a car 
without them. But, owing to the sales 
advantage conferred by offering 
“side impact bars" in ads and 
brochures, some makers have retro- 
fitted them to older models. In 
some cases, they're probably worse 
than useless. 

Safety pedal box •• 

The latest safety aid, introduced on 
the new Vhuxhail Vectra. As airbags 
and seat belts have increasingly pro- 
tected the chest and head, so injuries 
to other parts of the body - espe- 
cially legs - have increased. The 
most common type of leg or foot 
injury is inflicted by the pedals. In 
the new Vectra, the entire pedal 
assembly swings out of the way in a 
bad accident. 





road test 

Fond Scorpio TD estate 



A safety test on fee Rover 800 series, in a crash situation, a small explosion sets off the 
airbag which takes no more than 40 milli seconds to inflate folly It is worthwhile as an added 
protective measure but it is not as effective as a seat belt 


F or aS its outlandish looks up from, the rear 
half of Ford’s Scorpio Estate is almost the 
same as the old model, give or take a few 
plastic mouldings. But the estate does share 
some of the mechanical refinements that have 
made today’s Scorpio saloon so much more 
civilised than its predecessor, including more 
supple suspension and an engine sound 
more effectively b anish ed from the cabin. 

The engine itself is not great Ask it to pull 
briskly from low speeds, and you are met 
with the equivalent of a yawn. But, once 
stoked up. it cruises in a relaxed, long-legged 
manner which compliments the safe if slow- 
witted handling. But, unless fuel economy 
overrides considerations of pace and seren- 
ity, you would enjoy life more with the iden- 
tically-priced 2.9-litre, 12-vah'c V6 Scorpio. 

Imitation-wood dashboard excepted, the 
Scorpio has a welcoming interior with squidg- 
fly comfortable seats and impressive legroom. 
The class of a Mercedes, BMW or Audi 
estate is lacking, but then it costs a good deal 
less. The cheapest of the three versions, 
tellingly named Executive, costs £19.145. and 
even the ultimate Ultima undercuts most 
German-badged rivals at £21,760. 

John Simister 

One previous owner 

Charles Hart, Operations Director North- 
gate Holdings. “I drive about 55.0(H) miles 
a year and am on ray fourth, new-genera- 
tion Scorpio Estate - an Ultima, which is top 
of the range and much underplayed by Ford: 
performance in this model is fairly electric. 
I like the looks - futuristic and bold - 
although people do tend to stare at you at 
traffic lights." 

Specifications 

Ford Scorpio Ghia TD Estate, £20,350 
Engine: 2,500a:, four cylinders, turbodiesel, 
115hp at 4,200rpm. Five-speed gearbox, rear- 
wheel drive. Top speed: 116 mph; 0-60 in 
11.4 seconds. Fuel consumption 28-33mpg. 

Rivals 

Audi A6 2.5 TD! Estate, £23,173 
BMW 525 tds Touring, £24,990 
Citroen XM 2.1 TD SX Estate, £19.055 
Vauxhall Omega 2.5 TD GLS Estate, £21,400 


Tel: 0171 293 2222 


Car Accessories 


weissenfels 


Probably the world's easiest 
fitting snow chains. 

DON’T GET 
CAUGHT OUT 
THIS WINTER 


For our colour brochures 

Tel: (01732) 884408 

.Srcwchcinj ltd.. Wrarticn Road. Borough Grs-en. Kent INIS 3TG 



motoring 


Motor Services 


THIIMKIIMG OF 
BUYING A 
PORSCHE ?? 

THEN RING THE JAZ PORSCHE HELPLINE 
FOR FREE AND IMPARTIAL ADVICE 

For F50.00 plus VAT {refundable on 
your first service with us) 

We will thoroughly inspect your car 
at our workshop and give a full 
approval of its condition, etc. 

PRIVATE BUYERS ONLY 
HELPLINE NUMBER 

0181-903 1118 

oi-fe r poo SATtsr ten c Aliens to date 


p o Ft SCHC-WCMBL-EY 


Motor Services 


Registration Numbers 


MOTORING ILLUSTRATIONS 

FOR PUBLICITY & PROMOTIONS 


COMPANY GREETINGS CARDS 
& CALENDARS 

^ PERSONAUSED 

STATIONERY 




The Sunday Package 

Property advertising in the Independent on Sunday is 
now available in 'The Sunday Package 1 . , 

An advertisement appears in the 
award winning Independent on 
Sunday Review . The advertisement 
appears in the module format 
shown here. The 40 words of copy 
are complemented by a colour 
photograph of your home. L ■ 


The Cost 


The more Sunday packages you 
buy, the cheaper they become. 

1. Sunday Package costs £60 

(1 advertisement at £60) 

2. Sunday Packages cost £100 

(2 advertisements at £50 each) 

3. Sunday Packages cost £120 

(3 advertisements at £40 each) 

"Normal Property advertising rales: 1 advert harem £150 


It Works! 


‘‘We sold our bouse through the 
Independent on Sunday when, after 2 
years, other means bad failed us. 

With only 3 insertions in the 
Independent on Sunday we received 
47 enquiries, resulting tn 23 viewings 
and 3 offers! 

We were absolutely delighted with the 
level of response and have since 
recommended fee Independent on Sunday 
to many of our friends and colleagues." 

Ms Am Jones 
May 1995 


F0I in this coupon and send paymeutwife a colour photograph and up to 40 words of copy to: w cmem kheoms, m fw, UcpsM i era* strata-? 

Off« Available To Private Advertisers Only. Deadline for receipt of copy it the Tuesday 12 days prior 10 Sunday pubScanoB. Commercial advertising package available on request- 


Wkarf. Lrafan Eli SDL 


NAME. 


.ADDRESS........ - - TELEPHONE [daytime!-..- - - 


1 require I □ **□ 3 D <** Sraday P ackages at a total cost of L Please enclose a cheque for this amount made payable to The Independent' or alternatively fill in 

Club details: CREDIT CARDNoLLi M I II I I I I I M I I I I EXPIRY DATE ...SIGNATURE - 

For advice or more information, ca ll 'The Property Team' on 0171-293 2343 or 0171 -293 2302 


Intensive /f] 
Driving Courses'"' 

RwOdetYdai Driving Softool 

Before the written test 
learn to drive in North 
Wales. One or two week 
course with test and 
accommodation arranged 
For detaBs phone: 

01407711391 


Cars for Sale 


MS 

INTERNATIONAL 



0114 256 0738 

Many more cars available 


SAAB 


SAAB IN WARWICKSHIRE, Oder 
the fuH range of nnoi Santa and 
ondotfaecBy the largest selection 
a! superior used Saabs In «w iad> 
fwdi. time Oarage tot (0826] 
423221. 


£ Premier CP Cates 



MARKET RESEARCH 

33 DAISY HILL DRIVE, CHORLEY PRG ONE 


AW ORE 975 LSS99 2350 
IAIG0RE) | LS 7827 1,950 
500 GPE 1.390 1 MAO 968 1.450 
HSAEY 500 1 27 MAY 3,750 
, MSCV) IMQNSA 995 
HAFS7 1,195 
H4 WON 975 


hgi amoc 

HR 69 3*50 

HSU 866 750 POT 337 950 
■W RAT S7S All PDW 685 

(JARRATn 46PHK 790 

JEW 360 l/ED MSPI56YPOA 
■IK 780 2350 IUSPH3GY1 



NFS 1250 
WGA 4J50 
AJ6ADO 500 


S44D8C 1.350 

2DBU 1JEQIGBH13V 475 
13 GC 




74 WW 330 
207 WW 130 
357YKJ 495 


PHONE 01257 102005 PHONE MOST ARE PLUS V.A.T 
FAX 0121*7 474745 FAX ALU ARE PLUS TRANSFER 


«G 27 1 ESS |? CAP £499 
NT 731 EZSJ 
2980 AH £1995 
AL2T2 £2500 
Al£« £2750 


JACSI £3150 nun (335 

5lUfl :«5C GRAB itm 

1GKEN EHB RAH 161 £XS0 

CGSn SS1 1591 LG £206 A0T IT £300 
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£1 50 ’^ Vmrf has a shady history to matrix.-.; • 
ouflage andl'very a J^itive issue, it was one 
arms exports b^m ^ ^ in the 

probably made grou Austraferij aV- - 

■wg rrii SS, » Ttejs* 

colours of the Aus .. h th 0Ug h heavier and fe;., 

Spltfi f is an expensive hobby: the Ame ■ 

mandy. A ,f craft ra g either money or . 

CanS ' ^ FT^vendor has b^ked it solid at airstewsg, 
1996. The saie’s aircraft i? 

Weald aemdrome, near Eppmg. Info (01403 78393$ f ; 
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Woodland Trust East Sunniside 
Farm , Sunniside, Tyne & Wear 
f0i476 74297) today 
10.30am-3pm The Woodland 
Trust needs your help to create 
a new woodland in the Great 
North Forest. Last year they 
planted 1,500 trees native to 
the region, such as ash, hazel, 
oak and mountain ash. Plant 
one tree or stay all day, and 
don't forget to bring wellies and 
warm waterproofs 


Moore Nature Reserve Lap Wing 
Lane , Moore, Warrington , 
Cheshire (0192 5 444689) Sun 
lOam-dusk Extravaganza with 


Things to 


Woodland Trust Keil’s Den, Largo. 
Fife. Scotland (01476 74297) 
today 10am- lpm Help replant 
an area of woodland felled dur- 
ing the Second World War in a 
sloping river valley. Aspiring den- 
drologists can plant new broad 
leaf trees to attract wildlife to the 
area. Again don't forget those 
wellies and waterproofs 


lots of tree-related activities and 
hands-on events. Watch a 
charcoal burner making charcoal 
or demonstrations of walking- 
stick making, using materials on 
site. The RSPB will be building 
bird boxes, while the County 
Ranger Service will be making 
bird feeders to provide local tits, 
fly catchers and tree creepers 
with a snug residence. There are 
about 1 ,300 trees to be planted 
by volunteers 


m s Ijsssssb of tm srn 

KaO- 


City of Salford Albert Park, Great 
Cheetham St, Salford, Greater 
Manchester (0161-792 5366J. 
Sun 10am-4pm An old-time 
community Tree Fest takes in 
events for the whole family. 
Displays include an exhibition of 
tree surgery, woodland fungal 
foray walks, and woodland birds 
of prey demonstrating their 
prowess. Kids will be able to let 
rip on a bouncy castle and ride 
shire horses 


British Trust for Conservation Itoiun- 
teers Uangemyw Church Yard, 
Clwyd, Wales (01244 810989) 
today 1 lam A chance to cele- 
brate the granddaddy of Yew 
trees - this one is 4,000 years 
old which makes it the eldest 
tree in Wales and one of the old- 
est living things in the world 


Cleveland County Council Three 
Horseshoes Pub, Cowpen 
Bewiey, Cleveland (01642 
530784) Sun 10.30am- 12noon 
100,000 new trees have been 
planted on a 250- 
acre site at 
Cowpen Bewiey 
Woodland Park 
over the last year. 

Tomorrow the pub- 
lic is invited to help 
plant about 200 n ew 
oak, ash pine and cherry 
trees along with a selection of 
shrubs on this infant woodland 


One hundred years of Rugby League will be the focus of a new 
exhibition, "Gladiators and Thunderbirds”, starting at Wake- 
field Museum this weekend. The timing of this centenary 
celebration is of particular significance, in the light of 
Rugby Union's recent endorsement of professional- 
ism. Both codes may now be about to experience 
further evolution, but in the meantime this exhibition 
provides the perfect opportunity to learn how one 
national sport, Rugby Football, was ravaged by 
internecine conflict until a split became - r * v 

inevitable and Rugby 


League was bom in 
1895. 





^ exhibition looks at 

v , /of the game, from the explo- 

§fte issue of broken time (payments for players) 
which caused the breakaway of the Northern 
Union in 1895, to the ascent of the increasingly 
popular women's game. Moreover, players, amateur 
rugby league and supporters are all topics high- 
lighted by the exhibition. Memorabilia will be on view 
including ancient international caps, jerseys and 
photographs from the 1930 cup final. # 

Wakefield Museum, Wood St, Wakefield 
(01924 
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1L4 Sboi 

9 TO DE FOR ( 151 Nicok: Kuhnan sore. 

Oidsea MGM l .-HI tMi Hrymurtet MGM 
Sal 1JO. 4115. 6.40. 9.15: Sun 215.520.S25: 
Tottenham Court Road MGM 1.40, 4 JJ5. 635. 
Uj?; Odean High Street Kaain&prt IJ5. 4.10. 
0.45. 1221 bin (San: CMewi fame 
Lacater Squat 155. 6.15. 8.4ft Suva Caaige 
Odeon Oft 4.10. 630. 920. 1130(SaU: LCI 
Whurim IMIbm. 4.15, 9.45: Vomer IH9T 
End l.il). 3JU. 530. 62ft 1 1.10 
9 TDABiT BOI i PGT Sne-isl sfflinwi. Tnxadao 
MGM 2JU 24ft Phot 123. 62ft VC! Whtte- 
kis 11 Jfnm. 1.45 

9 TO MMG F00 ( PC l Patrick Swwze sous as a 
drag qiMtL Cktfham 1’ietwv House 1 .45. 
7JUMSJ11, 7.l5iSun): Haxmahrt MGM Sal 
2IXL 425. 630. ’.15: Son L2U. 3.45. 6.1ft 
SJ5; Fh cm 12ft 33ft 6 15. 835: UCI White- 
levs 1 1.15am. J3U 8.40: M«wt West End 
12ft 3311. 620- 830, 1 1 JU 
9 UNDER 3GGE 1 DARK rERWIWT i IS) Sicrai 
Seagal again starring * die navy cook. Com- 
mando. TnvuAip MGM 435. 7.10. 925. 
I2miiini^h[ (Sal): M'amtr IF ’or EnJ 1.4ft 4 jjft 
b JO. 9.1ft 1130 

9 TIE USUAL SUSPECTS <181 Unusual UmOer. 
Fulham Kind MGM 1.4ft 4.1ft 6.J5. Uft 
fiinn« Suva MGM 20S . 4JI 7.0U. «25. 
Hamer Hint End 6 35. 62ft 12miJnigfal 
A WALK Hi TIE CUHHIS 11631 Kiumi Reeves sun 
as a dejected world war mo wncran. Tn> 
cadem MGM 1 1 35am. 215. 435. 7.00, 93ft 
Ckletyi High Strta Kenunffon 2U5. 435. 7.1ft 
9.45. 1215am (Sal uL'C7H7ifleA»iB3 55,6.15, 
H3S. Varna- Oka EnJ 20ft 4 2ft 6 4IL 9J10. 


ICA The MaD SWl (01714)30 3647) 

Influme Benjamenm ( IS) SutlSun 4.40pm, 
6.S0fwn, 9pm Enouswos And Revelations So 
oJOpn Spin Sal/Sun SJOpm 
m South Bank SE1 (0171-928 3252) 

The Big Coumiy (PGl Sa iSQpm The Par- 
ent ^ Trap ( Ul Sat 3.50pm The Dojs ( 15) Sal 
SJOpm Be am & Jouo (12l Sat 6.15pm PSy- 
cfao 1 181 Sat 7J0pm A Tbousind Ckwns Sal 
3.40pm The Thuwtenng Maous 8.tf{*n The 
Sea Hawk San fJOpm Schindler's Lm ( L5) 
Sun 4. Ifpm Java HcadTlgEr Bay Ska i.40pwr\ 
One-Eyed Jacks Sun 7.30pm The Aby® 1 12) 
Sun 8j0pm Gcromnw (12) Sun 8.45pn i 
PHOBB High Ra*d N2 (0181-883 22331 
In The Bleak Midwinier ( 15) -Su-Swi 
3.4(>pmtSaK 4J0pm. 7pm. 90fpm (1 Ptwino 
1 15) Sat 2.45pm, Spn. 7. ISpm. QJSpm: Sun 
4J0pm 045pm, 9pm 
m PKTUHE HOUSE. TOTMEESITOOS » Com- 
mercial Sow El (0171-2479336) 

The Yoong FVAooer's Handbook 1 18) Sun 
ft. 15pm. 8.15pm 

RIVERSIDE STDOOS Crap Rd (0181-741 2255) 
Broken Harvest (15| Sat 2 30pm Irish Sftjrts 
Sat430pm Words Upon Tbc Window Pane 
Sat &Jtlpm The Secret of Roan li» (LI I Sun 
3pm Irish ShorB Sun 5 pm Korea Sun 7. (tfrvn 
WAIBWMB ARTS OXTRE Hiph Street- Brenlford 
(0181-568 l L76) _ 

BdwTml Sossorhaiub (PC) Sal IJOpm The 
Big Sleep i LM Sal a 4 5pm To [>ic FPri IS) 
SdtllJSftn Edward ScissodundsiPGlSiir, 
.Trm + Ed Wood (151 5un 5pm ^ Separaliiw 
(PCI Sun 7.15pm To Die For(13)5wi 



CINEMA 

RYAN GILBEY 


theatre 


Goldeneye Pierce Brosnan is signed 
up for another two Bond movies, if 
this one is successful. Though it’s 
not in the same league as Gold finger. 
this rip-roaring thriller certainty 
makes amends for the past two 
Timothy Dolton snoozeftrsts, even if 
the gags are worse than ever. 



ART 

IAIN GALE 


THEATRE 

DAVID BENEDICT 


David Hockney While he may have 
spent the last 50 years toying with a 
variety of media, he has always 
maintained the consistency of his 
draughtsmanship. Here are some of 
the finest examples of contemporary 
drawing by one of our greatest living 
artists. Rtnid Acatktnv. London 


Mother Courage As Diana Rigg 
says: “I think this war has turned 
into a bit of a flop." The evening, . . 
however, is a tremendous success, - . 
from Hare’s salty translation to 
Dove’s excellent score. Kent’s direc- 
tion stimulates both heart and head. 
Olivier, National Theatre, London 


ROCK 

-ic ^ levies 


V-P 

, 'Si 




.£S'C L : 


ft 


1135 


OTEJI HEHT IS FALUMG 1 181 Ra-mancc bcbusM, 
aCTirbuian academic numan and a flamboy- 
am dnv. perfdniKT. Mew lift 4 IS. 63ft 
645; fVvudiA MGM 1 JU. 3.45. 6.1ft 8.4ft. 
ftev Cinema ZlXL 4 .». 63ft 9.1ft 1 1 JIN Sal) 
9MOETO0 WEK UHPWS (FCil Sandra i Bul- 
lock CUan Mesarune. Lie Sq 235. 6U5 
nsmuaniCHlIS) R*-Ide»:<rflbcl*>9 
classic. ShaficshutY Xvaiuc MGM 20ft 505. 


R.I0 


HCW2MD OF DZlUl Tht dassie nweie. fiirfrf- 
can Cmrma Sal 23ft 


West End 

Mamas - / IJ: Sim. /j/' Tun /«/: Wed. /J/; 
Thu. lh). Fn. /7/ Sal 
BLOOD StOTHTRS 

W9ly RussdTs Uwipml musical meJadrama. 
Phocm Char X Rd 10171-369 )733i O Uic Sq. 
Mon-Sol 7.45. |5] 3.00, [7| 4.0ft £93ft-£27Jrt. 

Tffi BREAK OF DAT 

Tunbertikc Wcncnhikcf's-Jiarp play 
Rand Court Skunc Square- SWI 10171^ -73U 
1745) ©■Stoane S»f 25 Nw, 7J0. m rep ihhu 6 

Jan, Cv-£18, rones avaibHe. 

BOOMGBUE 


- 

■ S! T- - ' 


'A 


KHTTDRSS FDR DIMER 

Royer Mills scu> In the Frcncb Luce. 

Duchco CaUKriDC Street, WC2 (0171 -W4 
5p75:’ix J79 444J i O Conan Garden. Mcm-Fn 
fLOft Sal 5 JD A 83ft (4) 3 .Oft JS-£ L8-5U. 


JOLSOB 

Brian Conley x. I he Tncnlic cnlvr uiikt. 
Itctaria Palate Vlaima SliTCl. SW I (1)1 714134 
1317) BH/e VtdoriuL Mun- Sill 73ft |4||7J 
741ft tl 230-00. 


FAME TEE HB9CAL 

The musical of ibc hii film nnd T\' scriesL. 

Camhndee Earlham StrecL WC2(0I7|394 
Sami-e-Cmaii Garden. Mod-Sji 7_H).J4J7| 
5.00.J10-J2J. 


Study of ihcpuftiBofsenBS!,' mfteL>SmiliW> 
.4mtano*n West SU0171-H36 bll 


pfam nnben 

OH l accept »hcr» noted 
BartMCUi Cinema ftiS HS9I: Chehea Gncnu 
351 3742 Clapham Picture House 4983323; 
Cumin Mwiair 1720; Curaon Htuenii 
369 1721. Cumm w «t End 3M 1722: 

Empire Leu: S«| iWO-tfimMU; Gate Nomna 
Hill ZT 4H4S: Lnmierc 37*1 3014; Metro 437 
0757: Baker Si MGM 935 9772; Oictea 
MGM 352 5096; Fulham Rd MGM 01SI-O70 
6011: Hinmarb-T MGM ifi 7: PanWi St 


66UI)®ljPcSq. 

Mon-Sot 73ft [417] iOU. H43U-£223ft 

THE CABUET OF DOCTOR CAUGARI 

Matthe» Kclh 1 m the cfailinE bonw daftae. 

McHammamth King SueeL W6(0lfil- 

741 23ll)9Hamiiewiniih.'**a ,Sjl iJ*. 

mat 2 Dec, 130. ends 2 Dee. Mon £5. then 

f73ft£l5.«aDdbyames. 


RVEfiOnHAMESMOE 

Mnsica! euMmion of D'uis Jordan . 
.Jfiien-Si Martin's Ljne. WC I0I71-.W 
1 73115* S67 1 1 1 1 j «■ Lne S*i- Miii-nni WO. 
Fn i Sal W»* S.45. i5-£2t>. 


USUSBUBLES 

MusfcalofVidiirHupj'MitESurpiiscic. 

Palace Shaftesbury AvclUl 7 1 -4.14 WHi 
-» Piet- Ore. Mou-Sji 73ft J5||7| 27ft £7-01 1. 

HACK A NOEL 

Musical account of Mock Sennet's kwe life. 
Puauhlh Denman Si ttllTl-W* 1734) © Pkc 
Cim Mm -Sal 7.45. HH71 3,00. 1 1 730-O25U 


CATS 

Lknd WcrtWs musical oi T5 Eliot'? 
FJfwl&ukm Dnuy Line. WCiOftl-ttE 

MU71te4m4n79lOCoi cm Garden, Hi ifcora. 

Moo-Sal 745. |3|p] 3 JO. HU31VEW. 
CtMflHUaaM DOORS 
Abo Ayekhoum'scumcdy liiriBa. 
GnJaidShalttshuiyAsraiue. W1 (0171-N4 
J0&5) 9Rcct3K. MoO-hJl 7 jft 14)[7| 3 ill 
£830- £24. 


MGM 9.6*063/: Pkcodilh MGM 4373501; 

rime MGM 8*0 62™; MGM 


Shnflusbun. Avenue L ... 

SnsGnln J r 2VJ0. TottCl Rd MGM 
*56 6/4F: TroenJcro MGM 434 «i.U The 
Mmema 2*5 422f: Norane HBI Caima 727 
67 a* Odcon Havmarkel A.9 7697; Otkron 
High Si Ken ONXrW-tobh: Odcon Le« Sq 
93HJ2S1 Odcm Motile An± 014^14501: 
Odron MucaniK Lx S«( 01J2&-91 5HLL- 
IwiC 'IR»: Odeon AMMVJNft Odam 
West ErhluoC So 9 30 5252: Ptoa OM- 
KVMk Renew .K^-MD^ RjchuKod Famhmoe 
IMW-ACMW* Ritzs Gncma 7372121: Sonuo 
Baker Si 935 2772 Son m ihe-Cm 236352a 
Screen on (be Hill 435 35t*x UCI Wwefeys 
rmtUKMrt* Warner ftcO End 4.*7 4343 


FDWTM0K7 

Ra> GouneyS laiea comedy 
n rrh o a se NonJiumhertind Awitue. WC2 
{017!-X39-t40l i«- Emhaidiincni. Moa-Sal 
8«J.|S|.U*J.|:|SJUU.£5-£2U 

HOBSOH3 CHOKE 

Leo McKern in Harold Brijdxruvi^cirtncdy. 
t»*StaftB^A)v(i»1714W5W5)9rw 
arc. Mon- Sal 720. j7| 3J1II nub 3 Fd).£H-£H . 

TKEHOIBOBSE 

Harold Pinlcr-Jar.«iih CelLi Imrie 
Oma-tfr hiniun SueeL SWI UU71-tft*» |731) 
9 Pitt CircLeic Sq. Mun-S.il 745,(51 3 j*L| 7| 
Juu.endi 2 Dee, l IH4223a 


EUrahuib Maredidd -aars ,ei Music Hall 
performer Marie Uojii 
Fortune Ru»cDSlY«L WC2<ni7M(36 22Vi| 
OCcnenl Gulden. Sun 33ft L73U-L1 73ft 

THEUASIBBUUEH 

Ibvcn', inlcmr look ai an ope -jap relalhmdiip. 
Thtturr Rinai HaymorkeLSWI (017I-W3U 
ssurti 9 Fkt Gic. Mon-Sal 7 45. (4f7( 3JII. 
end, 6 Jan. LIU- Oi. 


CRAZY FOR TOO 

Gershwin murtal Tctinador. 

Prince E&Msrd Old Compkm Street. W i 
(0171-734 H951 1 ■OLeicStiToit Cl Rd Mun- 
Sjt7AM7l3Wl.il 130-00 

iSUFOMT 

Tenv Jotm&vn ■■ hu comedy 

Same Strand. WC2 (0171 -W6 M«9eeft* 


repertory cinemas 

HE8TJHH oppvic HompiicnJ Tube N'ftJ 
1(1171-435 1525) 

Knoii- Open Ci(> .fun lpm + Vry-j^v lu Ilolv 
(PGl 2 typn lrcsuiuic Bcnjjmenta | I5i 
Sal-Sun 23fmlSiS> f.atipm. ‘hrr. + The 
Imrnmul 4i>r> i ia(4 .vjim " 5dpm 


(M7V) 9 Charm/; .VEmhartlmenL Him-Fn 
8 'Tl Sal A 15. (4 1 23ft |"1 ?A*. £ lft£2 19.i 


HYSTEBU 

Rein ol o( Terr, JiJuwflV.dciur ernnedy. 
Duke of Kirk * Si Martin's Lane Kil ”1-656 
5 1 22 1 e Leic SqiCbanrq! X. Mongol 7 Jii (.HI 
Niw. 7 1 U,. |?B 7| 3.0U. umh 27 J an. £5-£223u. 

BUM DR 

Torn Siunurd'* laie^ «,ih Niamb CikkI. 
lUnich AMmch. WC2{OI7|-t|6hf*GrteB3h 
7J2H)«Hii)b,m. Mnn &n 7Jft|4fl7J5.lW. 
emKhJ.m.CHM25. 


IRSS SAIGON 

Madam Bullcrih IMI in Vk-tnam. 

Theatre Renal Dnuy Lane Colhennc SlrucL 
WC2 10171-4*14 ft'lnOl'O-Ccwm Garden. 
Mim-Sat 7.45. |4fl7| 3J.WJB30-L*ft 

THE MtttfS£tUf 

Aeatlia nutJK.''v whwIiiiuiU. 

Si' Martin, WalMreel. WC2(HI7M<3h I4J?| 
^ U-k S q. Mim-SaL WD.13| 245,|7| 5 JJO.IX 


ROTAL SHAKESPEARE COHPAHY: 

The Pa. 

S« Ollba Dcnnt. Poder \ reliana', drama. 
Todav 2IJII & 7 15 

The Pil tin- Lln. Barbican Centre. EO 
IUI7|4 i 3K SWliO Bathican M- ciipic. 
OUTER! 

Jim Dole run in ljiinel Ban'i rmu-kaL 
IjmJ, n PaUaUiun Arff.IISm.vl. tt 1 (III7I- 
JQJ W20-.SUW) e Oft.«d Cirr. M.m-3al 73ti 
|4||7J 2JU. 11U-E30. 

THE PHAHTOM OF THE OPERA 

A rulrevi I Irjd Wcbiicr s Gothic muacnL 
Her .KlaieMV's HaMnarkei (i)(?l-inj iao i, 

O Pis Cm. Mrm-Sai 7.45.(4|[7]J/Vi.£ftc,i 

HBSORERCEU. BLOCH II 

Muucii piiiod) ot Hk nil) TV vmei. 

Cfucen j S hal I eduiry Avenue. W I (HTTi^oj 
51J41II © HLxCirc. Mon-Thu S.gi). Fn i Sal 
ftW* H.45.cixfc 13 Jan. L73U-L24 
THE ROY ORBBOR STORY 
Musical bn^raphy 

WuhiiuB Wbiictull (0171 -3n9 1735 «'4,7 
Ul I) DR.-9Ch.inng X.Tuc-Thu W«l. Fri 4 
Sot S.HIA SJft|r{4fll.rtJ, lAF^-H .£r-Lj 
ROPBIT STREET UMELY HEARTS CLUB 
Juiuih.ui H.mcyV Jjvurpudli jri Vr,t -jun 
0»irn<iri)(irr/fa«u,-EarlhamSlrcci ttf-i 

^^^.171 
■f.W.cmktnnirhi f P.rN ' 1 


TASK SIDES 

R. mold Harwand'i drama. ■ -'7.5 J : s-?ASB 

Lni.Ti.-in Piaadmy Circui. W1 <0171-369 ' . 

1747,© Picc Cue. Moa-Sal 7J0, [4ff7] 2Jft : 

' --ft*" 


THEE TALL WOMEN ; -.-J 

-Ubee \ acdaimol play. ■ 

IlfniKum'j Charmu fVnK Rmd. WC2 (0T71* 
3in l?.Wcc867 1 1 ll)©Le(cSq-Tlir-Sat .f 
ft - un -l4|[7| 3J0, ends 16 Deft£9-HM2S.- -' ' t 


VfW! nVAT REGRIAI 
Ri9vn Boh 's historical 
Mermaid Puddle Dock. 


Trnaia rurujc uoac. (0171-236 -- 

HK;© Bbckfrun. Lest perforaances toSY 
SJhTATjafiiJO-fis^cooBawajMt Jj 


TOMMY STEELE -WHAT A SHOW ■ 

M ir^spectaailBr with a 23-slronf coolpa^ - 
rnncL aJWata Cwcntrv Street, W1 (i«71^^ WAlj ^ 

5972i®r«j.«.»mu.rL. uA-LCutRflftWl 


rnrae- 4 Wjla Qwennv Street, W1 
5972 i© Lcie 

3.‘*M7] S^ft 6 Jan. £1 2ShS2S. ; 

TUf uamanrHinii. •- - w' -3W' 



7 i t ****** ir. 


-■ A.' 


DElDflWm 

RidunJ Hams' lluilkT. 

Apadu Shaftcdwri A^wnrc. W 1 iDITHW 
5U7UI © Par Ore Mnn-Fn S.in.Sal ? iKIJ. 
8.15.(51 3.IH. rnds 6 Jan. £M22 


AN BSPECIQR CALLS 

Sicpben Dukln'i Biikh-acdiiimol 
production i'IJB PnuttlvyVdtrBkT. 

Gomel, Cltaiiiii>CiiiB.RiBd f WC2lUl7l-4<H 
5IK5 i© Lrt;Sq. Mrti-Fri 7.45. Sal H.l>.J4| 
2T». (7| 5.111. rfuth Jan. 1U-I24 3U. 


80TIL NAIIOHAL THEAIBE 
Ginir 

HteQMaet AMHwOttn Sec Cntics Clwtx. 

Today 2 i»i & 7.15. 

ixaehnnr 

WNMi Jnhn OKeclIe's 18ih irniuiy umudy. 

Today 215 & 7JU 

CdUejfck' 

SkjithtDtnid HjitMjil-j pLii. 

La»J peTfrntrcmccs uxtiy 2.91 ft 7.«u 
Olnieri LjlIiHlon £73U-L22?1L UMiabe 
tlftr 1 43ft Day seals liom lihm. yniih 
Bo.lL. SE-1 (0171*121 225’) ITR© Wahfkm 


4MJ. ends loniphi, fl2-E|'j 

IH SHAKESPEARE REWE 

Saiirical ShoLexpeaieiui mu... 

) audevtUe Si rami tt C2 ill 1 7 1 , 

BR.© Channel X Mun-FnMijy.Sj, ; ,.. . 

!»J0.[4)23U.£iU-ir3u ^ 

STMBJGHT EXPRESS 

Lknd WeWvrshiciML-Lh nHier^,^,, 
■*£ 0 ™ 1 W,J,nn Pu-hJ ‘.w | ,ni-r, ... 
(07111 BR© V-aurii M^Sar - Jtf wil 

SHBTBORUMRfi 


IHE WIND » THE HttJJWS 
Alan Bennett's wrcion ot Gtahame'snat 1 
OUlic Waterloo Road,SEl [017M2I17616J--, 
BR.© Waiejlmj. From today. Moft-Sw 7-^-y 
l J U 7 l * 2ft 29 Dee, 230(00 nal25N»k«» 
6Jan.X675-C4.75. 

TKmNMHiua 

SibanHilTsdiilliiuRhosistiiy ' -•-- | V ' i. 
Fortune Ruadl StreeJ.'WaCOlTl'Cfi^:^ 
© Coultii GarJea'HeftwYtt. Mco-Sat HKliq 

34«. |7|44X),£a^OjaO. "• 




Beyond the West End 


London 


Etune Pjip: nan in Ui»d Wcl4vr s musi.- i 
\«MmonjielIilhr\V||dern)».u; 


Afr^ir Strand (Dl 7 1 .304 rep ,/ , ^ v 
Mon-Sai 7.4S. (5||'| J.rei ,. , ns V 


AQYEW THEATRE - -3« • 

ib«IUBtaBdTrRn©Trfkimafptaysai^^ ' 
Jev.Wit3pericirarfWW2T^ 
three play* Sun 5pift7Mtt9pm.eD«JR.* ,Bl ^ gf- 
£ H>£)2 cones £5. trilogy £24, c u i r5£ t -\ . 

Ne* End, HeiaiiStlOTTl-WfllE^H 10 #^^-.., 

mnsKSTajas - - 

Hruodslde3pro(hjaioc.Siin7pin--D O.^ i0 S P 

CrBpFU(0Wl-74iZ25fl©H«atoH«*':" 
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going out 


:/;-_£32G,000 you could be the 
i.;H airworthy aeroplanes in 
. '/KXiay (2pm) at Billingshurst, 
-.'yer (left) is estimated at 
yq\ chocolate-and-khaki cam- 
y± in 1949, before Britain’s 
fries sold to the Iraqis. It 
J vies and Sixties. But it 
-id was re-painted in the 
H a variant of Hawker's Tem- 
:^3 nimble than the familiar 
at Nor- 

Tl-* ''a. 



: < • « r 





3*1, -.'yrir 1 «’•> -Jp- ■ i 


HQ Walston toeMtEeunYs in-house 
company; ' Spectrum The company 
also offer vignettes by characters from 
scientific history, including Leon 
Theremin, the inventor of electronic syn- 
thesisers, and astronaut Gene Ceman. 


The National Museum of Photography, 
Film and Television's Action Replay 
revive one of their earliest pieces, The 
Lumiere Brothers. Companies from all 





over Europe contribute pieces which 
include appearances by Pasteur, Einstein 
and of course the indispensable Abbess 
Hildegard of Bingen. On one level this 
is an opportunity to rediscover the 
delights of the Science Museum. More 
importantly, it offers the chance to see 
Thomas Crapper demonstrate his great- 
est invention, the syphonic flush toilet. 
Science Museum, Exhibition Rd, 
London SW7 (01 71 -93S 8008) today 
& Sun, ll.30am-4.30pm 


s 
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Global Partnership '95 is the UK’s largest ever 
gathering of Third World charities and traders. Over 
100 traders of clothes and crafts will be exhibiting 
their wares this weekend, 
every one of which is 
screened to check that 
they subscribe to “fair 
trade” policy, namely that 
the producers of goods 
receive fair financial 
return which is not 
siphoned off by the mid- 
dle men and retail outlets 
of industrialised nations. 

Other attractions include 
London's largest alterna- 
tive energy exhibition, a 
world travel exhibition, a 
comprehensive children’s 
programme and three days of world music. 

Ancient fertility face masks from Mozambique may 
be obtainable this weekend, but more importantly 
Global Partnership '95 offers the conscientious visi- 
tor the chance to share ideas on Third World 
development and environmental issues. The ethos 
behind the event is “A world fair for a fair world". 
Organisers of the event are attempting to encour- 
age dialogue between all the different stakeholders 
in international issues and depict the Third World 
as more than images of starving African children. 
Barbican Exhibition Halls, London EC2 (0171- 
638 4141) today & Sun; £4, £2 cones 
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What has eight wheels, five doors and can be spotted regularly 
holding up the A30 in Devon? Yes, that most frowned-upon of 
British traditions, the caravan. Ifs time to throw out those ancient 
preconceptions about caravan drivers and discover the revelation 
that is the 21st-century mobile accommodation unit at the 
Leisure and Caravanshow. Altogether 150 exhibitors will be dis- 
playing their wares around the main feature of this year’s 
revamped show: an eight-caravan holiday home village. Of 
course, in the world of caravan etiquette, you wouldn't be seen 
dead without an awning strapped to the side and, although size 
isn’t everything, when it comes to wind, rain, shine and the 
neighbours, it certainly helps. So this year’s show has a special 
awning feature, plus the chance to buy every accessory you could 
• possibly need on your next pitch, along with a few you really 
don’t Competitions include the chance to win a Haven holiday 
and a brand-new caravan, plus the presentation of a green award 
to the most environmentally-friendly park in the country. And if 
that isn’t enough to make you unhook the rusting piece of junk in 
your driveway and head straight to E art's Court for an upgrade, 
then maybe you should take that Mediterranean cruise after all.. 

Earl’s Court, London SW5, 10am-7pm to 3 Dec 









ROCK 

: ANGELA LEWIS 

Pteople Quality syntJ^danoe hits 
vj more from Mike Pickering and 
‘ ather Small, the M-PeopJe main- 
,-s. The rave-club favourites have 
Uowed out since winning the 
miry Music Prize, so the seated 
ue choice is no snrprise. 

£ Sun, Royal Albert Hall London 



CLASSICAL 

ROBERT MAYCOCK 

Hungarian fire and ferocity take 
over at the London Symphony 
Orchestra. Its Bartok series runs 
under the direction of the com- 
poser’s illustrious present-day com- 
patriot, Sir Georg Sold, with Kyung- 
Wha Chung the opening night’s solo 
violinist. Sun, Barbican HaU, Umdon 



Exeter 


OayUBmM, Nonfsay The [bin wtuic iUu plays 
he. Outside Bbum. whit support hum sciui- 
live rockabilly hi) Morrissey. 

Hcslpouu Centre AX62 (>11WJ*!i//i San 

(iutopm. £23.75. 

London 

TtwCtet&w Sbaics-nmointxl rod. bom the 

sursmav 

ftnrim .laukrm Suxkwi-n Rond SW'r (0)71- 
W9| BR/O BriMoo. Tua^bi /pm. £M» 

H h*9t». beat IMS Scv Critic's Chora'. 
Rnvl.tfhen HaO Kvnsmtsum Gun; 

(Oin-SM Hiph Si Kca. Tunfbl.Suo 

a45pm. phone for jvailnhiJiry 
Tta fie CfcB Antfcnl a an wth liw nro* anl Dk 
ThrFurum Hiphparn Rood (0171-544 OOW| 
BR/O Kcniirii Tiwl Sun 3pm- II pm, £10 


auctions 


Plvmwrtfi 


DANCE 

LOOiSE LEVENE 

The Royal Ballet’s strong mixed-bill 
kicks off with Balanchine’s sipollo 
and Duo Concertanie (danced by 
Bruce Sanson and Viviana Durante) 
and motors towards a strong finish 
with Ashley Page’s inventive hit. 
Fearful Symmetries, led by Irek 
Mukhamedov. Royal Opera House 


Ub me Pimaf HanMeed BHh. 1 bund 
The Canfvrage VwoluO Sneel 10)752- 
22"/ 275) Sun Kpra. phooc fur prim. 

jazz, world, folk etc 

London 


aSnMS,«WLDMST 

KljpCOT'ytmiHli*aiiu.bfafr» 

^9DaLi&Mon.imrSai*oa«tS- 

juare (017) -730 1 745 ) O SlJBiW Sq. 

HEATtt , „ 

riba Dm Ei^s«CrNdF*BfcrtSm«)y 

jd-Sm 6pm. mass* 4pn.6 D«; 

Jec. r’-‘50-£I3. cones avaflawt 

Jiph Rd [0171-328 100m O Kaum. 

I tiie country 

rd-npon-Avon _ — 

tBreunnEflira 

1*1 Lory Whytrow Md Zutnn 
r. In rep. lodny l-Vlpra £f*-£4— 
I4J0.I5. corns awmWJle. 
ritfUcam J«je Latwerwr 

SB ToDpro. £f>-£41'5anitmg£431‘-i^. 

i Wife. 

et«J7S9 295W3) 

« 

teSBManhrw Warehus 

ra so .r&Sfl.comsJraBawc. 

■ RcsLCBalkw ootuat’. 1° Te P i 

£SLS0-£2LSX oodcs^ mitablt 
e(0173a.2!»623j 

libitions 


■BEDHtUTUUSr 

«aW laduika work by Trimm. 
e.Sicicn und Bandea- Mon. TUe. 

8 lftaro-5pro. cods 28 Jan. free, 
taw 011273-^130051 

0 

noor 

^Wd^Bedamm.KleeandBaita*- 
•8 Wanwipm (until ^an Tu ; A ‘B" 
fe£5,aTOQSa 
5 With 71 -W) 4242)0 Wdieriiw. 


usswGKintr 


Edgmarc Read. 

HjOLMaDORDFlIBTS ,, _ 

(Ml BodM See Critic's Choice. Moo-Sun 

7438) «■ PtoadiDy Ortafi/OrMa Park. 

gSesas. 

Thu free, Fri-Stni^^^ 

Boundary I - 

tnEGaiaT 




mamaMnrmamma 

BoothhyGtaBoe.Trai Hope 4c Andy Smart. 
Todghi 9pm. Essa Road. N 1 (018 1 -8UB 2230 1 
«Anp:l.£S.enncs£4. 

classical 

Chichester . 

COOUdU FESTIMLISXnC 

and ABevra, IWsTtmagBiand Vaughnn 
WaHnms'ljric AsaaKSDg end 5tfa Sfiuphotty. 
San 7poL OXSOJ22SO. 

Oakland) Park (01343-781312) 

London .. 

Hfii _ _ 

L5a®*S«: Cine's Che**. Sun 730pm. i6-£3ft 
Qmtre 0171-&388891) O- MoorBue. 



and 25th Kano Canoerto with Sctaoamrt 3rd 

SSKBSS^SLhiita- . 

RafAm San7J0t-n.£3£)a, 

SoSh Bank Or (017 hWO 4242K1 Wulcrioa 


SUUKWHU 

Mnstaras h H* NM SM Ute 

Tdiaftovsk/s score rc-dnueocraphaf by 
Manhcw Bourne. Today 2JUpm & 73Upm. 
£5-n75D. cwics ainBaWe. 

RttKtwy Avenue (U17I-378 89)0)0 Angel. 


opera 

Canterbury 


HflLOWEIHEHHE 

BCUTsrteOpmlki BarbraKnOi David 
PiuTy'i transJaiica) of RotseT aavnedy. 
Tonsil 730pm. 041*30 . 

The Friars (01227-787787) 


I US rcjwrtmy ollobt. 

Peat Express Dean Street Wl (0171-139 
8722) O Taienbam Com Road. Tonlghi i 
Sun Spot, Sal £1150: Sim £10 
MyBfclF^SkdlGbnurouss ofl-fiaAnwa. 
Shepherd's Hah Empire Shepherd's Bosh 
Green WI2<OWI-7«i 7»74j ShepbcnTf. 
Bush. Tcniphl 7pm. 1 11150. 

literature 

London 

Ton, Pntriirtl Stfsunp cuptir. ■ f txjoks inter- 

aung Tunis. Mniunsdc and DaewetU Mapp. 
Fotfuhien Harm New Odord Si reel WCi 
(0171-379 0042 1 0 Totamham Court Road. 
Today I pm, fn^. 

last apottm Charin- boot dptbi^ in aid of 
Crisis wnh aalhors caking pan tnchuliac Jtdm 
McOinlw. Bcrrifc Ruhras. Alan HoUm^nits, 
Margaret F«ski and Hckn □xenboiy. 

The 0*4 Bookshop Kentish Town Rd (0171- 
4M 7793 l&KnaefcTti. Today llaro- 3pm. free. 


events 

Bournemouth 


London 


Waittau. Boudrr 1 

comedy 

Cambritteg 


dance 

Bournemouth 


Bjamn cnuxsTMUs 

Cad tan Mb WHb Sir Sbnoa Rattle. Sun 7pm. 

no-m 

Lee Read. 5E3(OJSI-4b30IOO)BR: 

Bbckheaih. 

UMBONGOUSOi 

Bataal Opant TirMc t A ncr. pnxIucixOT 
of Puccinrs Iasi cwut. ori^inaring at Wefcb 
NjdcouI Opera. TtnriBhi 6J0pm. iS-150. 

Si Martin's Lane (U) 7 1-632 S300j-e-UdcSq. 


Southamnton 


London. . 

J^STa«i.£W- C0IB5i:7 - 


FMUomBanE 

naa l m t Oumrsai . . 

Mater. Aidoms 7 and Room. To 
730pm. lK50-£16Ja co naavai t 
Weswver Road (01202-297297) 

HtghWvcombe 

HIDHK9M 

iMiirnrir^iti~- J —°-°- w - c — 
chfln»Bndy«rihf*4aahewltoi. To^ 
230pm & Spm. £8J0£)9,er«ia 
St Maty Street (01494-513000) 


WHOffiR 

WMHadeolOaMilMaHblUrtr Puauu .* 

tr»wty. in a revival a( Joadiim Hcrz* original 
nmducilniL Tonighi 7. 15p m- £B - £ 333(l 
Commercial Rood(017ft3-229771 1 


outh 


London 


Pad Meier TIk Jam man’s mataancc. 
Baumemaiuh International Ctsurr Irsf lrr 
Road H)l2fl2-2972°7| Tonight 730pm, £15. 


RORLOF9A HOUSE „ , 

BsfllBAt: BadFmpmwa See Crine's Choice. 
Tooltat 7pm.£2-£493D. 

Cw«i Garden (0171-304 400D)®' Om Gdn. 


Bristol 


Jam Crnan Roddy Frame's Scots pop band 
.insert Rooms. Brined Urmrmty Oueena Road 
(1)1 1 7-973 5035) Tcmfehl 730pm. £930, 


QriStasCnHMr 

PtMunmuxiih International Centre E«rlei 
RMhl (01202-377397) Today lftno-6pen, Sun 
IDam-Spoi. £2, ooaa £1 . 

Cardiff ; 

IfeM JUlqaH I DecgcBta Ms Fak SpedaEsl 
dealers from throughout Britain vith a Ene 
sjlectJon of antiques and art. 

Dyffryn Harsr Canfurmo! Centre ani Gardens 
(01222-595328) Today 10tun-6pm. Sun lUnn- 
5pm, £2.75. ctdkJ free. 

London 

CkrbtBB Ug)ti A Maze of colour lor ^hp^iers 

I tanafditJW the Christmas periud. 

Bond SaeaiOttcrd Suttl. Resent Siren Wl 
(0171-730 3450) «■ Oxford Cmi. Eads o 
Jan, Jusk-midnipht. free. 

Fran Kda Ta Bio; Cma&Elha Mi Pitfaemri 
Diwanuon an women in the uris widt Oaire 
Airaiaead, Annie CaSlnlioc. Ka> MeHcn. 
Tuyaii Willed* and Denise Wong, chaired bp 
Rtnh M /irkngk . '. 

Nominal Theatre: OwqjU- S-JUlli Bank SE1 
(01TI-92S 2252) BR.H» Waierfcw. Sun 
230pm-S30pm. £6. cones £5: Oil) day £12. 
COtESilO. 

LoodiK (kanl Omnas Parade Parade nvukijip 
Santa Claus' arrival m the UK. 

Pkcaddh to Marfie .-Irrh W I (0171-730 
3450) O PieCaJjDy CiTnH.'MaiMe Arch Sun 
1D3(bm [ret 


RfifSdvSfc Beside* dptn nirworth)' uirmfL 
Sotheby's sale of bisluric aircraft (vee above) 
o/fcrs Oyurg gtsr dsat has become more ma- 
dkt with lime; estimated £5ftV£tU0 - an Irvm 
uooJHoed feather j ar l e i. a navy- type hetmcL 
a pair of gog^cs and u pair of 1945 Patirni 
escape rims. Solhdr^ \ 101405) 7)0035. 
H mtti g llMr Theatre programmes, autographs 
and poxcard*. hKhidinp BriUiin'* firvi pew 
coni used I October lh7u, Wednealay 
(IpmkThundav 1 12 nooo) at du grandstand. 
Notiinghiui) Raacoune. Cotwick. T. Vcn- 

nell-Snrilh |0I US-tnUlWll. 

HD HalgM hm HMH wt Fmm on-site contents 
of Widworthy Court - from kaMirt- axnple* 
and gym. rcdjuruii and 5 flm Momfcn 
1 10am|: Lnne Bav Aucrions 101297-22453 1. 
BimDmum-. TOiVkn sA- with j Oirwurw. 
flavour. Vunorian given write gtavws and 
dumps l doorstops I. SlaKdrrWimr spanuh, ia 
the Old Town Hafl-Moaduy lUkunl Trvm- 
kdl i Wefeb (OL17I-S72I »7|. 

Qsstt oamznanal stocks - indudnig amtenis 
of a candle shop und a newagem. 1 .', doihritg. 
large quantity trf World War II hooks. Mm- 
dav I ILtunl. Cbarks Hammi Adifiehi 
House. IBmprortfa Street 101924 279005). 
TramiCoOecton' and sporting sale indudriig 
milling memorahflb and veteran motoring til 
lamps. Friday (10 JUam) TbeTnuo Anclion 
Ccrare. Cilcnsck Slrvct |OlS72.2fiOi£B) 
bmagbua. near SMori la Hfljft CHd farm 
e quipm e n t, mcfanhng burse drawn ploughs 
carts at Corringbaro HaD Farm, Mooday 
( llant): Bob HoUand (OITO2-.M6175). 

Tdfank Gcwcnuncni surphis - garden cqmp- 
mettL PA and anrnnuniauoits equipraenL 
Wednesday (9-Ufermj at Telford Racquet 
Centre Viewing at a sanety uf tokjlinns. E»- 
uj by cuakigia; (£3501 from Sovdl. Walker 
Wnhoa Hanson ini 15 955 2424) 
bdnplr Snrtfsrd. Royal Enfield mc-torcyde. 
Wemyss pig. WitrBtvr juke tm. funulnie. 
pnuirinpe ceramics, and other mnureycfc* 
and colkxiubfes. Tuesday 1 lUJt tun). G.E. 
Swonler, IS Northtsue End (UI2TCM*I JSS). 
Qifat): CriBcdar.' -ile weapons hontes lau- 
denny. ic^s. Monday (Ham). MaUmts West 
Way. Bodcy Road (011fo5-2U24llJ). 

CBtarUpt: Collectable ceramics mainly Royal 
Donhon. Bewick and Wade, not Saturday 
(lprnL The Potteries Antique Cenm.-. 271 
Waterloo Road (Ut7&2-301455j. 

TTflhTAh Entire contain if a catering kitchen, 
an indoor bowfing duh and a soda) dub: full- 
size smoker table, kitebenafix. Thursday 
(1 lam) al Arrow Auctions Barricci Read, 
Wadi f ont Arrow Auctions (0I527.SI77V)7L 
h/Moot Office fnnuture ■ desks, chairs catn- 
ncU. bookcases, ihchrcs rocul cihinels. ta- 
bles. Friday (IU30am) at Ayfcham Sakx.mmf, 
Pabnen laoc. G-V Key iOL2tr3-735195l 
Aiuupaa Trade Ckcrtst (t)/7/-9.W4957). tJ.* 1 - 
emman .Attctam Mm <01 7fsK U That Itadoie 
atfii~f<f>T7ivy 


church 

services 

Sunday Wext Before Advent 


fairs 


SantMi Park Bacammse tadasr. 5» stands 
Tuesday (Wander Wlusdc Entcrpnsosuni- 
2490050) 

LnMuDnwaMhts. Kettringiaa Ttwa HaU, 
Kcnstogma High Street. Luodon W8. nui 
Saiurdbv(BagaielleUIK].224 254Ji. 

R*f Swtwfccby Mifltts iod CoflKtDrt miV5. 
Newark) Fridav-Sunday (Arthur SwnBcw 

Fain Ml 3460(1 2649). 

Hun f— ~— *** di the Michael Herbert HaU. 
Wilttiu. cooilnoc-. lintey and tomomm 
(WakeEcU Ceram ks tms ill W5-77u(NI l. 
IricastwCaartyMItpa. Prcstunld HalL Hmou, 
luday and tumunror (Cooper (U2« 6ftl HI). 
Cterier Antique. Qtcser Rucscounc ptniliun. 
inlay and lumorrm (Bliley 01277 5626621. 
NiinMift^t Antiqttt. UMBonov. Chelsea Town 
Hall. King's Rond, London SW3 iiHSl-Tf# 
jfQiL 


tminiBrciimn. sdi in.' •■Am stn^Fudona 

■i.tul^di Lrn^ia.tfii'kLiiin.iNaixKII-aiSttaiEjs. 
diu'rj. dru Sukii Joanmik Oen iHrOnu Cjani 
T. IbiMB^uu- .» I*pm Ercmoog. Fmb scrvtn- 

I rxitn.l i.-Vtpm Cjmarriiry &udp rf PimK Bnn 
a Me LXkup Dude 

tCSI UKIU 'oil. ttrSam Ht . uam *-ny Euctnura. 
Me., utaineKr (Linghat. The Rida itw Miitad 
tuntvil: IIJubb kfaUBL Bmitii n v. tw Eiae.nL 
U a F 

9 PUL'S QBkffltL'UniHCUSai Said M3UK ILsn 
c -ow tuehami. Mru Omul (Lelfhlnai. Cun, 
iTnm ^i HiB, 3 l.'pa Eierarog and Adnuara o( 
V* rtvhnujL Sud>« J u> A ijum Dmd Pjtmet. 
KSlUDCTBt UCF tom DC: Khan Morn, Festmd te 
arum at E iDtrtVnl. Cwa Gniy. tl.tSan 

,M4«t EaduaBi hUca irmtuai/ MMNE I Grici ). 
Co vi Din iJ Hn E .'<nn E«aea*c. PuneD n b Ou. TtH 1 
Bet Dmad lUeee S Ofm OtgM RecU. >.<efti 
ratkxx: tiJUpra EiraiaeSawr. Cxm Em Jem 
MrtWUICCMMttL" jn Eadnria. 1 lam CSjtJ E*. 
durrt. l&xi aeuns dtnsu munap (Mrarojl Cam 
Ruj VCbic. Zfm Exncvng. Sunbed m A Caul loa 
tancnaclum. 

WESTMCTO OramUL 3am. Kan. *on Haw. Ilian 
Mmt-ty: Prater. lltOui S.4nvn Man, Mine ltd am- 
Ih ul elteraiLrioitk I3pn Mam.3J0|HiiMemn Vev 
ptwand Bmertkthat. Sae thevurtd I* nonane iCikv 
rteitr. a.t^umLtrgan Krcuad. SJUpm. Man. 
OJVBUBl Of Tat MWC BB10M fttMk (rtnia). Mturoa 
Rivd. HfS 150am Mams. 1 1 am Divine Lenr©, Bv ran- 
tew Cham and QwaJ Mime, nnqi n Costk. 

nmu of nc nan ants mo or gob ann 

amtim. u.jron> m.*- 

Lltf0. itx.nl Mux i4 the luct.in and 

Zsnnaun iraduiuot, amg m Clurcta Slav<«ie. 
MBin Of SI SHH BatHn Dtttiaill. Laace rer Rma 
Lnndiei W It 1 lUJUun Dhiue Uwnr. T raUj.'vjl Set 
hun Ov.nl Mane, n Oandi Staunc. 

■BKMM (PBSOU: ana or 9 SHB1 bene Gatdcuc. 
leolrn hfc Ham Mnmirqr Prawi. 
AnWevhup Vcynhc Guo urn. 

anal EeraL Si Itoi Paha ctJ Uani IK. 11.15™ 
Mr narv hmcr. Cem E ftUb.aii 

the Smaat Oapei d tta ban. Sarot IUL I lab 
MjIUU. Britten m L The t-Thqdan 13.111pm HC 
Oepd IqnL Tima a btndne h.ltm HC; Horn 
htuer.afvlSennHxCaniHii.GMW Mwpby 
CtaialRBTaLHiaiN.flC.vr'i.VbnllC llenMitth 
Shon imicc iGIMvhbIi Uripm bcwif. 

Giut.liCf fhnw Smuh Aufiey Smt WI:K ISem HC: 

I I an Smt Eurham 

Good: Ornd. B'eflmglon Banads. SW I: I lam Maunt. 
The Rex iota. Bamc 13pm HC 
B0W ■Bpm ChVK SW‘ J- Ham Mominr Prawn. The 
R» T. Ilinc. 


mflmhrkbav.Bnad&iiErt. EO limn Sana 
Ead&ni . Cant Swi-4 Van raka 
BSmta. Maqutrl Sueet Wl: (u Lav M«&. lOJhn 
Mimsg Prayer, lias High Mu. The Rev 1W. 
Clarke v. 15pm Lov- Mau: (spa adtao Etwong aal 

Pcuafktw. Hit Bit P. JriflMca:. 

n umi. Putney Bmkx. SWh hem HC O.Vmn Sum 
Eaduna. JlJUam Femih Evluiai, Sftn Sane 
Enn«g. 

MSarfG Laefha— Pto-ffl: | *wi Pwwi.un a n.-. 
Hr Rea iuhaCw4i<iJUpax The Rev Siqdui Wtwkev 
CaMmllMhKkCddChmch Sutrl SW>(bm HQ Utem 

Ouhlmni Semre, lime Manna. The Vcn ILH. 
rieri 111 Span HC'yvn Eiomsif. The Rev Dr P. Ehj. 
M>IM|.Bnanpuvi Mnm.SW7.Vnn KCTtr Rev SnnX 
Hvbr I tarn (sloanml Sxmue. Hr Rev Nrtv Gnmtet 
5pm. TJUpa luhraul Sen lex. Mi Jenany iemin^. 
Math Hnw Uesofl Road. SWT- hjt On EiarimM. 

^ 01 

fchWafJ.Siiux Su.u, SWI-vrSain HC: limn Sane 
Enefam IB.- 6pm Cbural Eim^. The Retie,. 
J** “««. »i*fmLECI 4.1 tun Saar Pare* Hn. 
I lam *<« imi Hoa. Praxarg i4 ite Blracl ( umnaii 
m»J R a rd iovm. UerUurUeBacave tHavriny The MiHu 
Rev Manin Jmeii: 53Hpoi L.K Stliav 
R HaqArt AUpk, EC a. tTutuu Sane Emhena. i-iha 
nmu 

S hthc Ffcvr Streei. EC* Hem dvnl Mads and 
Endlm ts. Porte mE.Cjnrm June Caem. u.1 EmCVeal 
Efunoq, PHufl ib G mna. fdimMa Oau\ 

■S CUmn Kami. Mr.vid. we! Itun b.-knm llifti 
Mass. SchnUti a B Oa The Rn Peter Knbnp. 
iWhMrtk naftwdi Ceodcm. SWi. llun HC. 1 lam 
Suag Eachanu. ItdndlsC. The Rev Ft Bill, 
h Qlfnmh, Gkntwnh StieeL NWI- I0.«tmi MaLiiv 
Uam Sotma Mm The I'm 
BflNqiX Blncanl Hin - lUsaSunp EariuiBi '■-Upm 
Evcnipr Prayer 

9&aBXHav*a Sqnaie WRUJHeulK.- llanSang 
EiktmrM. Mnu lunu fWiniami The. Reoe 
hlMWrt.Piccadifl'-S-Vtini Hf . Ilm Sung Fudtiru. 


The Rev Marc RnfeoiMiE S.4^pm Evcmns Pravct. 
SthmKXSmnUaidrav WlrwmHC. HUfemSun- 
EvdmriO. Mr Ntctv4na lean Cheat Eamoim^ 
SlnricMwcl IliUNlirMae HC: llUUara Men- 
ao( Winhip: ojupn hemy ('ram- 
numifuil^mi Cl 1 1 I Tin rri HUUamSuDpEii- 
dmnat,Tbe Rev J<Hm PnoL 
SUMi't, Scrafion! l&rc-Vac. £"l:’ / lam Ruud) Scmrc 
The Rev Dand kidianb. oAmai 1 1C The Rev David 
Reflank 

9 htofaMm Oarct. NWS: >um HC V.Raun Pnrrb Cmn- 
momm Ilam Sung EmlurcJ. The VTca. 
RIA'l.SfdKvSiiBi.SWI-iuaillC. Him Mufnmr 
Prater and I It. The Rev ■ jenld BcjurhacqT n-Xnm 
Eiomaij, The Rw Octet Wm5.ni 
B 99fPK Ho Rarijr. Lrmer Ttomu Stnxl. ED: Irim 
ydeoa Mora. 

a RapnTl WMmmi Ahhev. 1 1 an So.; Euriuru. 
LhUe oigan mauiHaidnl Cinxi CnEn Saanper. 

B ItnPa. Kepent v Tail. Riod. NWI: ton HC. 9-iSjm 
Fatnih CrmnauRinE I lam San? EieSurcd. Link iipo 
mjvi I Ho, Aik Thr Rxv AmleHiy Shaw. 

H mrthtMhfrflelm, uti Sun) Hi_- V t'am Eudurro. 
The Rev Clot Herbert 1 Ukea Vncos ip LpoAhiS^ 
•kr. The Pcv Bemhaid Scbanemeimi Z -Jpm Cluneic 
Server, The Ret Gdhen Lee. jfo Ourot Eierrua^ 
<-JUpm GvnncScma.Th: Rev Qnr Herbert 
IBqAU. Venae i ram WSiMmHCJJOem Put 

Eudnrcl The Rev F Gdk ll.lSom Qua] Maum 
The Rev M Fuller. I I-inpm HC; njupm 
Eiaanc, The Rev At FuOcr 
BBBt)KmhBM.Keuuneuai Park Road.SE II i.Heun 
Mmuag P rai a : Him Panta Mao. Fr Midori I Ian, 
Stan Mrs ii9lrau ban Prn a rod Beoa£cu«L The 

Bhopal Houlndi 

B Unfa. Bnurnc Surer SWI: u*nx IBun Lnn Mwk, 
I lanradl Stew. FBESufL tfd Siam Evnwog. 
Pnieews <A the Bhnmd Saamocm and Setcmn 
BcncdkaitHX Ft John Lav 7pm Lok Move 
Sliftftiniw HiU. NW? rum HC. IDJUkcn PanJj 
Endunu.StidBeuneacihii'izam The Rev Lrnduh bo 
dcr Foaap bpco Searchiuc R Whdenen. 
KIBamlaidtlivts.Bedionf Pul. Wa Sam HC Utan 
Pamh Eocname b-lpa Eniroi, 
a KW OnmrT Square SWI- 10 1 Sam Ctokbeji'i 
IhdFHijdr. I lam Mnm$ rover, MaAnhn MltnTpn 
InKvmui Cana mui Sernet. Tlw Rev (Turin Mare- 
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ini hot dogs, ‘Boom Shake the Room’ and the Princess of Wales: just three essential party ingredients from the people who know. By Julie Aschkenasy 


W hen people say that they 
don't like parties they mean 
that they don't like bud par- 
ties But there is air the difference 
in the world between the boozy 
rugby scrum often entitled "The 
Office Party", and one of those 
evenings that whizz hy in a haze 
of fun and ta*ty drinks. Bur what 
ore the actual ingredients that will 
make vour party memorable? 
We asked professional party 
planners for some tips. 

All agreed that the main 
ingredient of a good party is the 
people. Mr Chance, of The 
Chance Organisation, says “the 
best party is when people have 
something in common. They 
might work for the same com- 
pany or have common goals." 
Philip Sallon. organiser of some 
of London’s most hip panics, 
says you should think carefully 
about age groups: "People in 
their twenties don't want to see 
little kids at a party ’. 

Mr Party-goer himself. Peter 
Stringfellow, believes that the 
Christmas purr, carries a special 
burden: ‘People have expecta- 
tions because they' might only go 
to a party once or twice a year." 
he says. “You cun get problems 
with people who can't hold their 
drink. You also get what f call 
’accountant guys' who play at 
being Rambo with the doormen 
(at StringfellowsJ.*’ But despite 
this, you must keep the drink 
flowing. “You have to start with 
champagne, there isn’t really 
any thing else." 

b »uise Campbell of Bentley's 
Entertainments agrees that 
wines are important but thinks 
that soft drinks should not be 
forgotten: “Using elderflower 
juice instead of orange juice is 
far classier and looks just like 
champers”. Think carefully 
before serving punch as guests 
are rightly wary of its alcoholic 
content. Ladv Elizabeth Anson 


of Party Planners suggests some- 
thing warming and festive like 
mulled wine and mast chestnuts. 

Food is also a priority'. It 
must be easy to eat with fingers, 
but this doesn't have to mean 
cheese on sticks and Twiglets. 
For a smallish Christmas gath- 
ering. Kevin Gould, caterer and 
owner of The Real food Store, 
suggests freshly roasted hot 
almonds splashed with lemon 
juice and baked aubergines with 
their insides mashed with garlic, 
olive oil and sesame paste, 
served with pitta bread. A big 
bowl of shiny demaiines with 
green leaves would provide extra 
decoration. 

“Hie size of the venue is 
extremely important,” says 
Sophy Morgan-Jones of party 
planners Shortcut. “If you have 
a place to fit 300 and only 
have 40 guests the ambience 
won't be right.” Another con- 
sideration. often overlooked, 
is warmth, warns Louise Camp- 
bell. “The place must not be 
cold or all the guests will just 
want to go home. It is an 
absolute recipe for disaster, 
they will report back years later 
about that freezing party." 

But the acid test of a good 
party' is good music. Susie Parish 
from the Jonathan Seaward 
Organisation warns; “Hie worst 
thing you can do is hire a dance 
band that can just do covers ... 
if at the end of the day you want 
the Rolling Stones, having some 
old guy just not quite making it 
is awful.” Peter Stringfellow 
recommends “a fun mix of clas- 
sic and dance music so there is 
something for all ages. I had the 
best-looking Elvis once, but he 
had an Oldham accent”. 


SIX PARTY VENUES 

Around the country 

Recommended by Charlotte 
AUdns, author of the 
Kroncnbourg 1664 “ Party Venue 
Guide" (£5.99. Good Books J 
The Atrium, Edinburgh (0131- 
228 8882). Atmospheric 
restaurant with railway sleepers 
for tables and the orange glow 
of oil lamps. A vast calico sheet 
is the “ceiling”. 

The Hydrogen, Topsail 
Charters, Essex (01621 S57567) 
. One of only a handful of 
surviving traditional East Coast 
vessels with huge sails. 

Operates along the Thames 
estuary. Holds 30 people 
moving, 100 if moored 
Granada Studios. Manchester 
(0161-828 5241). If three nights 
a week of “the Street” isn’t 
enough, why not stage your 
party in the Rovers Return? 
Huntsham Court Hotel, 
Huntsham. Devon (01398 
361365). Gothic country house 
hotel with baronial candle-lit 
dining room. The place is filled 
with antiques and stuffed 
animals, the bar never closes - 
it even has a marriage licence. 

N a worth Castle, Brampton, 
Cumbria (01697 73229). Within 
its fortified walls the Great 
Hall boasts a wooden vaulted 
ceiling, four heraldic beasts 
and Gobelins tapestries. 

Kew Bridge Steam Museum, 
Brentford Middlesex (0181- 
568 4757). A train spotter’s 
dream venue centres around 
five Cornish Beam Engines set 
in a Victorian pumping station. 


spaces in classic Nash building. 
Loudon Zoo, Regent’s Park, 
NW1 (0171-586 3339) Will 
serve drinks in the insect house, 
reptile house, elephant house or 
on the lion terrace. 

Queen’s House, National 
Maritime Museum, Greenwich, 
SE10 (0181-858 4422). No finer 
place for a masked ball than 
this opulent Palladian mansion. 
Blackheath Concert Halls, 23 
Lee Road Blackheath, SE5 
(0181-318 9758). Offers a 
choice of rooms, from the 
Victorian splendour of the 
great hall to a smaller recital 
room. 

Mermaid Theatre, Puddle 
Dock, Black/Wars, London EC4 
(0171-236 1919). Views over the 
Thames from the River Room 
and the Blackfriars Room. 


SIX PARTY EATS 

Shortcut suggest their best and 
worst party food. Mini is hi, and 
warm where possible. Out goes 
anything crumbly or greasy. 

In; Mini hotdogs and 
hamburgers; mini croissants 
filled with scrambled eggs: baby 
mince pies; baby baked potatoes 
with sour cream; sushi 
Oat Sandwiches with curled 
edges; chicken legs: spare ribs: 
sausage rails with flaky pastry; 
vol au vents; Christmas cake 


SIX PARTY DRINKS 

Cocktails suggested try Harvey 
Nichols, Fifth Floor Resiaurum 
The fifth Floor Smash Fresh 
strawberries blended with fraise 
liqueur and Cointreau, topped 
up with champagne and 
garnished with a strawberry. 


SIX PARTY RECORDS 

Richard AUinson, Early Breakfast 
voice of Capital FM. suggests 
these "guaranteed floor fillers " 
“Jump Around” - House of Pain 
“Boom Shake the Room” - 
Jazzy Jeff and the Fresh Prince 
“The Bomb” - Hie Bucketheads 
“Jingo”-FKW 
“Let me be yaur fantasy” -BabyD 
“U Sure Do” - Strike 


Cordiglieri Campari, Cinzano 
Bianco, Vodka Citron and 


The Realfood Store, 14 
Clifton Road, London W9 
(0171-266 1162). For party 
planners’ details, see right 


London 

Bombay Brasserie Courtfield 
Road, SW7 (0171-370 4040). 
Grand colonial-effect 
conservatory with exuberant 
greenery and wicker chairs. 
ICA The Mall, SW1 (0171-930 
0493). Wooden floored part}’ 


Bianco, Vodka Citron and 
Cointreau garnished with a 
twist of orange. 

Mistletoe Hennessey cognac 
shaken with orange juice and 
Blue Curasao with a dash of 
egg white, garnished with 
mistletoe. 

L'Aird Bells whisky. Kahlua, 
ginger wine, shaken and 
strained into a Martini glass. 
Float with double cream and 
grate a coffee bean on top. 


For the morning after: 
Absolutely Fabulous 
Champagne, orange juice, a 
shot of Stolichnava. 

Virgin Mary Tomato juice, 
lemon juice, Lea & Perrins, salt, 
pepper, celery salt. Tabasco. 


SIX PARTY TOYS 

The most popular Christmas 
party buys at The Non-Stop Party 
Shop, 214-216 Kensington High 
Street, London W8 
Party bombs Shower guests with 
gifts and jokes (from £6.99) 
Rocket balloons Four-foot long 
balloon screeches round the 
room(15p) 

Santa hats (£1.99), curly wigs 
(£5.99) and beards (£6.99) 
Santa costumes (Hire or buy. 
from £25) 

Airwalker balloons Metallic 
Santa-shaped balloons with 
arms and tegs that walk around 
the room (£14.99) 

Christmas Dashing light 
earrings (£6.99) 


SIX PARTY ORGANISERS 

All prices bv application 
Part) Planners (0171-229 9666) 
Lady Elizabeth Anson and co 
dream up tasteful, up-market 
parties. They can do as little or 


as much as required, from 
sending out invites to master- 
minding a themed £100,000 
corporate bash. 

The Jonathan Seaward 
Organisation (0171-386 0066) 
Can deal with any patty request 
from recreating Christmas on 
the moon (the dance floor was 
turned into a massive crater) to 
the popular Arabian nights 
theme. At the moment elegance 
is in, for example masked balls. 
Shortcut (0171-352 4448) 

Sophy Morgan-Jones and her 
team will arrange anything from 
two tequilla girls and a magician 
to a Christmas party featuring 
4,000 Father Christmases. Can 
provide inspiration for themes, 
venues, food. 

Bentley’s Entertainments (0171- 
223 7900). Themed parties are a 
speciality of Bentleys. They 
once recreated the Orient 
Express in a hotel - each room 
was a carriage representing a 
different destination. 
Entertainers can be arranged: 
such as Santa strippers, 
magicians (Fay Presto is on the 
books) and hypnotist Paul 
McKenna. 

The Admirable Crichton (0171- 
733 S113) Organised the 
Goldeneye bash last week; the 
party took place in a vast red 
tent erected inside the Imperial 
War Museum; lookaiike Russian 
soldiers were posted outside 
with Kalashnikovs. They also 
did the Rob Roy film launch in a 
marquee on 10 levels set over a 
river. Glass Cut-outs on the floor 
revealed fishes swimming 
underneath and a waterfall 
cascaded on each level. They 
will also turn their hand to 
smaller parties. 

Chance Entertainment 
(0171-3765995) 

Will organise a drinks party for 
30 people, a corporate 
Christmas party for thousands 


or simply provide you with a 
band. Mr Chance plays drums 
with their own The Chance 
Band. Past party themes have 
included creating an Indian 
palace or the Big Top, which 
incorporates circus acts. 


SIX PARTY BANDS 

The six most booked bands at 
Jonathan Seaward Organisation 
party planners ( 0171 386 0066) 
Tbo Darn Hot La tin -American 
style band with female singer. 
Brings Southern feel to a mix 
of Sixties, Seventies, Eighties 
and Nineties hits, with bongos 
and sax. 

As Is Rock and roU-ish band led 
by husky-voiced female singer 
plays covers. 

Lord Coiwyn’s Band Well 
established dance band. 

Alpha Connection Young well 
choreographed dance band with 
shirt-ripping finale. 

Hie Big Town Players Energetic 
jive-jump band. 

The Grahamophones Very 
English nostalgia band playing 
songs from the Twenties and 
Thirties. 


SIX PARTY GUESTS 

We asked 'Hello!' magazine for 
their six dream party guests 
The Princess of Wales “because 
of her ultimate glamour, major 
crowd pulling power and top 
ticket price potential”. 

Tara Falmer-Tomkinson “friend 
of above, young and 
glamorous". 

Ned Ryan “everybody’s 
favourite Irishman and good 
friend of Princess Margaret”. 
Joan Collins “the ultimate 


movie queen 

David Hockney “For his genius, 
charm and consummate 
craftsmanship". 

Mick and Jerry Jagger 
"Grandfather of rock, glam 
couple”. 


party dresses 



Next £59.99 

Black shiny corset dress in I (XI 
. per cent polyester. Also available 
in full length. A strong fashion 
look that harps back to past 
collections from Gucci and 
Prada. This is a lovely dress, 
although the shape is not suitable 
for nil body shapes: the waist and 
hips can look a bit thick. From 
branches ol" Next and Christmas 
mail order. Enquiries on 
ill 162 84*i424 


2 Pearce Honda, £390 

Satin-backed crepe dress with 
asymmetric hemline and straps. 
This is u definite show-stopper 
from one of Britain's most 
exciting young design duos, w ho 
recenly won the New Generation 
Designers of the Year award. 
From Liberty. Regent Street. 
London Wland Harvey Nichols. 
Knightsbridge. London SWl. 
Enquiries on 01 7 1-73401 2? 


| Wallis £49.99 

I Glitter halter-ncck dress in 94 
I per cent acetate and 6 per eenl 
Lycra. The Lycra content moans 
that this dress has a certain 
amount of suppon. but still 
should only be worn by those 
with a Barbie doll figure. Very 
slinky, and very good value for 
money. From Selfridges and 
branches of Wallis nationwide 
Enquiries on I IIS 1-9 1(1 1333 


4 French Connection. £100 

A sweet, non-threatening velvet 
dress which most of us could feci 


reasonably confident in, if not 
drop-dead sexy. The neckline is 
very neat and comfortable to 
wear. From Selfridges and 
branches of French Connection 
nationwide. Enquiries 
0171-580 2507 


5 Nicole Fartii, £199 

Very elegant velvet shift dress 
with deep V-neck. Has a cool, 
sophisticated look, with u sexy 
edge due to the side split and 
plunging neckline. Body- 
skimming rather than clingy. 
From Nicole Farhi, 158 New 
Bond Street. London W1 and 6 
Market Street, Manchester. 
Enquiries on 0171-499 8368 


6 Hearts of Oak, £95 

Black sleeveless shift dress in 
Stretch needltwnrrl fmm tUa 


uivaa IU 

stretch needlecord from the 
diffusion line by Ally Cappelino. 
Guite a casual piece that can be 
worn for day or dressed up for 
nighL From Ally Cappelino, 95 
wardour Street, London Wl. 
Enquiries on 0171488 9777 
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You'll find 


on the 
first floor; 
madam 



High Street shops are displaying the work of young artists to give themselves an edge. By Adrian Turpin 


T he life of an artist has a curi- 
ous place in the public imag- 
ination. Unworldly, ethereal, 
unable to engage with society 
except through the filler of 
their work, in the minds of many 
people artists still live in the 
proverbial garret. They are the 
nearest thing the secular world has 
to saints and, as such, are meant 
to suffer the privations and reap 
the benefits of saintdom equally. 
What they are not meant to do, the 
traditional view has it, is dabble in 
commerce or make money. At 
least, not until they’re very famous 
or very dead. 

So what exactly is happening in 
the shops of London? Habitat, 
Emporio Armani, Nicole Far hi, 
Harvey Nichols, even Levi's, are 
paying artists to exhibit work on 
the sales floor. In itself that’s 
nothing new. Art and shopping are 
old bedfellows. Indeed, in Japan 
no self-respecting department 
store is complete without its 
gallery. But where art has been dis- 
played in British shops* it has 
often tended to be middle-brow, 
middie-class and middle-aged: 
£250 black-and-white photographs 
of Namibian tribespeople hanging 
in the cate at Liberty’s, sub- 
Howard Hodgkin abstracts, and 
the tepid watercolours and of 
Foyle’s bookshop gallery in the 
Charing Cross Road. 

Where Habitat and the other 
shops are breaking new ground, by 
contrast, is in making space for 
artists who are young, unconven- 
tional and drawn from the unde- 
niably hip centre-ground of con- 
temporary British art, the world of 
the TUrner Prize and Damien 
“dead sheep" Hirst 
Anya Gallaccio is interested in 
decay. Last year, she coated the 
walls of a gallery in chocolate. 



Where does art end and shopping 
begin? Anya GaHacdo's installati on 
used by Habitat to las Rdi its new 
season (top) and her ‘Door* (above) 
both make extensive use of gerberas 
Photographs: Jane Baker/ 

Maniscalco Milano 


where it slowly decayed and 
assaulted the nostrils of visitors. A 
current piece of hers consists of 
1020 scarlet gerbera placed 
between panes of glass where they 
slowly wilt. If there’s a vision here, 
it’s not one that you would neces- 
sarily associate with Habitat’s aes- 
thetic of elegant, practical afford- 
able design. But on Tbesday a 
Gallaccio daisy chain, made from 
the same flowers, will go on display 
at the Tbttenham Court Road 
store, where for the next month it 
wifi Wither in a glass cabinet by the 
cate, kitchenware on one side and 
household lighting on the other. 

A few miles away at the King's 
Road branch, a huge picture by the 
minimalis t painter Gary Hume 


straddles the stairs up to the bed- 
ding department. It’s a very deco- 
rative piece, not at oil out of place 
among the soft furnishings with its 
delicate blues and almost car - 
toonish hands stretching across the 
canvas. But Hume is no run-of- 
the-mill interior decorator. “A cus- 
tom-made candidate for the 
Turner Prize shortlist." one critic 
said about Hume's recent show at 
the ICA. And what’s he consider- 
ing doing next year? Designing a 
duvet cover for Habitat. 

The Habitat painting is not 
Hume’s first venture into the 
world of pure commerce. He 
recently appeared in some rather 
slick magazine ads for Hugo Boss, 
posing moodily, a task for which 
he was paid handsomely in 
designer-label clothes. 

Admittedly, this isn’t something 
that happens every day to an up- 
and-coming artist, but it does 
demonstrate two things rather 
well. First, how glossy and media- 
friendly contemporary art has 
become; and, second, how tittle 
fear the generation of artists that 
out of an school at the end of the 
Eighties (Hume and Gallaccio 
both left Goldsmith's in 198S, mak- 
ing them direct contemporaries of 
Damien Hirst) has of engaging 
with the commercial world. 

With public-funding of galleries 
at as all-time low, and the 
Thatcberite spirit of entrepre- 
neurship abroad, the class of ’88 
had to made its own breaks. 

They benefited from beer com- 
panies with spare beer and prop- 
erty developers with spare ware- 
houses - always, however, on their 
own terms. 

Rather than wait for galleries to 
ask them, they put on their own 
exhibitions. Some even founded 
their own shops, from which the 


move to working with established 
retailers doesn’t seem such a big 
leap: just the latest in a long line 
of alternative venues. So. venture 
the words, “self-out” or “compro- 
mise" to Gallaccio, and she starts 
to foam at the mouth: “What's the 
point of being so precious and 
starving? In my book, that's just 
stupid. No one’s interested." 

Sarah Staton - who earlier this 
month worked with Gallaccio on 
a private display introducing Habi- 
tat’s new season to shop staff and 
fashion journalists - disputes any 
question of “selling out” equally 
forcefully: “If you’re ever going to 
sell anything, you are entering the 
world of commerce. 

“If someone like Saatchi buys 
your work, you're being supported 
by money be makes from adver- 
tising for the Conservative Party. 
It's all part of the same system, and 
I don’t see why working with a 
shop is any different." 

It’s not band to see what the 
shops get from these joint ven- 
tures. ror a start it’s cheap way to 
a tittle “edge” to their image, a 
whiff of something fresh and alter- 
native. As Gary Hume says: “Get- 
ting in a young artist would in most 
cases. I’d imagine, cost an awful lot 
less than hiring a top-class win- 
dow-dresser.” 

Levi's, which forayear now has 
had a gallery in its flagship store in 
Regent Street, holds 12 shows a 
year, costing between £1,000 and 
£3,000 each; a drop in the ocean 
compared with, say, the £250,000 
they would spend on a 30-second 
cinema commercial Habitat has a 
bigger budget of around £50,000 
for exhibitions and new commis- 
sions, but it is spread around the 
country. And Armani, which has 
regularly invited sculptors to show 
their work at its Brampton Road 


shop, has no budget at all (“which 
is really annoying," says one of the 
artists working for Habitat, “I was 
really looking forward to being 
paid with an Armani suit"). 

Retailers are also, at long last 
waking up to the fact that shopping 
is a leisure activity, quite likely the 
nation's favourite leisure activity. 
“I think the public is fed up with 
the stack 'em high, sell 'em cheap 
mentality," says the curator of the 
Levi's gallery, Paul Stamper. They 
want a whole experience. They 
want a bit of quality time." 

As far as the visual arts are con- 
cerned, that “quality time" may be 
a tricky commodity for shops to 
deliver. Even if a store has a dis- 
creet gallery, far from the ring of 
cash tills and the roar of crowds, 
the melee of a shopping trip is sel- 
dom conducive to contemplation. 
Gallery owners need not sell up 
quite ycL But, as Habitat is so ably 
snowing; the fact that art is in a 
shop doesn't mean it can’t have a 
sense of adventure. 

Gary Hume's exhibition of 
paintings at the ICA in London 
ends today (see offer below). 
The British Art Show, which 
includes work by both Gary 
Hume and Anya Gallaccio, Is 
In Manchester until 4 February 
(0161-839 4444) then tours 
to Edinburgh and Cardiff 


Gary Hume print offer 

The first 15 Independent readers to 
take this page to the shop at the 
Institute of Contemporary Arts, The 
Mall, London SW1, will receive 20 per 
cent off Gary Hume's silkscreen print, 
The Polar Bear, worth £295 (plus 
VAT). Readers with the page will also 
receive 15 per cent off selected books. 
The ICA is sponsored by Toshiba 



bazaar 



Good thing 

Rodong lamb, £195 . 




Rocking horses can 

be forbidding and ^ X* 

uncomfortable. So * 

how about this . ' mF**- 

cuddly alternative) 
made with real" 
sheepskin. It’s — - 

handsomely made, and, crucially, the fleece can be 
washed. From the Colonial Hading Company, which sells 
handkrafted but fun children’s toys and furniture which 
will double as heirlooms. An upholstered chair and 
footstool cost £140, and fluffy toys start at £15. For 
catalogue and mail-order details, call: 01730 S16536 


Mad thing 

2bKnIy;£&99 

Richard Hinton's feather covered 
free-standing lamps are Literally 
fluffy bails of tight. Buy them for 
boring office desks, or boring 
people. Alternatively, his fluffy 
on- th e-wall lamps make kinky off- 
the-wall lampsfor the boudoir. 
From Gill wing, 194-5 Upper 
Street, N1 IRQ (0171-359 7697) 
or call Locom’ocean Design: 
0171-538 8701 for stockists. 



Which ...Christmas fair? 


COGGLESHALL Essex Superior crafts, children's 
entertainments. Today and tomorrow, 10am-5pm. Marks 
Hall Estate (01263-734711). Admission £1 
DfTCHLBfG, Sassex Locally made crafts, plus refreshments. 
Today and tomorrow. Tinner DumbreU Workshops, North 
End (01273-84633 8). 

L0KD0H, Batican Lots of events and sales from now till 
Christmas. This weekend h hosts Global Partnership, the 
UK's largest ever fair-trade Christmas market selling 
goods from Africa, Asia, Latin America, Eastern Europe 
and the former Soviet Union. Sat llam-Tpm. Sun 1 lam- 
6pra. Barbican Exhibition Halls, EC2 (0171-638 8891). £4. 
Christinas Bazaar Stalls at Chelsea Old Tbwn Hall sell treats 
inducting Camilla Guinness bed linen, Iranian caviar, 

Bella Figure tights, fine foods from the Tbesdale 
Trencherman. Wednesday (29 Nov) only, 10 -30am-6JOpm. 
Chelsea Old Tbwn Hall, King’s Road, SW3. £3. 

Creative First Retreat from Oxford Street into, this upmarket 
crafts emporium, Tb 23 December, lD.15am-6pm. 30-31 St 


London £aassbkwringWpfksbop Grand Christmas Open House 
and Sale of decorative band-made vases and scent bottles, 
from £5 up, plus demonstrations, mince pies and punch. 
This weekend and next, llam-5pm.7The Leather 
Market, Weston Street, London SEl 3ER (0171-403 
2800). Free parking. 

London Zoo The Zoobazaar, held on Tbesday and 
Wednesday (28 and 29 November), offers up-market stalls 
with tempting things tike Provencal tablecloths, American 
stationery, d£coupage trays, needlepoint cushions, 
cashmere jumpers. Admission £5, in aid of the Aquarium. 
London Zoo, Regents Park, NW1 (0171-499 6227). 
KNinSFOHD, Cheshire Gift fair in aid erf St Ann’s Hospice 
offers a one-stop Christmas shopping bonanza with more 
than 50 stalls. Thurs (30 Nov), 1 Com -4pm. At Tattoo Park. 
Admission £2. Details on 0161-283 6600. 

SHEFFIELD Christmas Crackers craft fair features copper 
docks, hand-painted frames etc. Tbday to 6 Jan. The 
Ruskin Gallery, 101 Norfolk Street (0114273 5299). 

ST DONUTS, S Glamorgan A medieval barn full of Christmas 
gifts, with carol singers, mulled wine and roast chestnuts. 
Tbmorrpw 12 noon-6pm. Admission and parking free. St 
Donat’s Castle, near LI an twit Major (01446 794848). 



AUCTIONS 

Hitler didn’t like him but 
the Koreans do: Egon 
Schiele nudes at 
Sotheby's this week 


L ondon's sales of Impres- 
sionist, modem and con- 
temporary art have been 
overshadowed by New York’s 
for nearly a decade. This 
month’s New York sale totals 
for Impressionists and mod- 
ems rival those of the late 
Eighties boom. 

Unlike London, New York 
is a flashy, in-your-face mar- 
ket: this month’s $26.9 m paid 
at Sotheby’s New York for 
Van Gogh’s sumptuous but 
undemanding Sous-Bois was 
but a minor sensation. 

Traditionally, the London 
salerooms are a repository for 
the more challenging conti- 


nental art that appeals to 
Europe’s more sophisticated - 
and less well-heeled - taste. 
Typical of London’s Euro- 
appeal this week: Sotheby’s 
four paintings by the Austrian 
expressionist Egon Schiele - 
two contorted, aching nude 
studies, one est £300,000- 
£400,000, and two portraits. 
German expressionism, con- 
demned by Hitler as degener- 
ate, is another Euro-favourite, 
snapped up by rich Jewish col- 
lectors and rich Koreans tut- 
ored by German art teachers. 

- London auctioneers are 
now itching to attract Ameri- 
can buyers, encouraged by 


some surprise results in the 
June sales. An American col- 
lector paid a record £485,500 
in London for a vast, violent 
seascape by the living German 
artist Anselm Kiefer, reviled at 
the 1980 Venice for his refer- 
ences to German wartime 
atrocities: while in New York, 
a Kiefer abstract, owned by 
Sylvester Stallone and flaunted 
on the cover of Sotheby’s sale 
catalogue, failed to sell. 

Tb add insult to injury, the 
same Christie’s sale that pro- 
duced the Kiefer record got a 
whacking £188^00 for a 
Warhol. But then, it was a por- 
trait of a European, Joseph 


collecting • antiques, galleries 


! IMMEDIATE cash payment for paintings 

FY BRITISH ARTISTS ACTIVE 1860 - 3940 

ThtMonja^nfmtieuiartiatawhosepabttii^webny: 

Applet F-d Godw^JohnW. 

B«flLVki«Mi Grant. Duncan feishhm, • 

!S.S.J.Uraoma Hefted 

B Sols, Thoows 

BaUraACLLawrenee Hntdrison, GanmeC 

^..ri lnhnW KnishtLama Mumung *. Alfred 

Ln5e*WaIi« CfCam* Rotoic 

U-nrangafttm £*««£**. 
Fnn^ ivBUam R. Uvnrjilohn 

BoateiMytoStot U Bos, Edward WnM«».Tcmck_ 
aim bnv European Paintings 1860 -1940 


Clausen, George 
Denrbmst, Wynftad 
ETiw* ( WTCam R. 
Fcobet, Stanhope A. 
FoaftxMytesBlri** 


We also buy Euro pean r« tmnps xow - 

Trrlte. preferably with 


Wind-out dining table. 
Sew np to 34. BoutiM mnipfc in 
Mifaopny. complett with WWfiDfi 
Mn±. Bran fcuxfle * 3 Kft fe*«* 
For photo & Tut 


To advertise 
please call 

0171 293 
2330/2028 


FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 

A good selection of 19th century mahogany 
extending dining 

teblesalways m W (JofM cMhfUl 1 

* MakhamfiiUad, 

Lfljiaiy and writing (Btfttt 

fur n i t u re also 01488638541/638361 

usually available * Only fi mins from J13M4 

We will endeavour to find the table you require 

[ DAVID ALDOUS-COOK 1 

REFERENCE BOOKS ON ANTIQUES 
- & COLLECTABLES . 

PO BOX 413 .... 

Sutton, Surrey SM3 8SZ 
0181-6424842 

. CpEDrr CARDS ACCEPTED 

— BSaS&S — ■ 
HMHHQ ART PWZES Ttite ptntS- 
gtous £ 20*00 Art Companion la 
■tN open far Dairies. London ; 
Handing. In 1-3 December wt the . 
Royal CaUage at Art. For fafl 
. <MaBa sand Ivga SAE » Putsr 
Hrarts S Co. TO 1380 , London, 
SWB 1 CELTW: 01372462100 

TOE The Nodi Eagfeb Art CUb 1M8- 

■■ in* Putin Gator. 11 UntebM 

SLSW1 M235B14* 




Hmumtood 
hjgbly varied aefedicBi of 

ANTIQUE inn BEDSTEADS 


Onr prices «re mjvmgst Ihe mast 
eamjJdffiwfaftDUXiaaW 
■ntiqDe bras and konbedstsd 
W&h an DphoUmd hue. local 
cfcfiwty and intbltaticm la £450. 
For nvxe joframadem visit, phone 
. . or writt ta- 
lk* OMSdnxilviIUge Own. 

Hradkp Hum. GUSS 8QH. 

Ud ep b coeinCB 717M0. 


Open every day. 

A! prices that wool give yon 



"The Little Chelsea" 

CHRISTMAS 
ANTIQUES FAIR 
* 

CHELSEA OLD TOWN HALL 
Kferfifcwl.UnfaaSW3 
MONDAY 2Mi NOVEMBER IMS 
4pnt-8}m 

TUESDAY 380i Nracber . 
lO.Vtam - 5fvn 


AteWTB'tahyafiwfliHKtai 

> jli. a n-.i rm 

moD iwmi i wumu i ■ [umne rdb 

■Dote Mas r»HH 
tefcfefealeiMBwflafc 
QpgMI»&namlMs,VP ' 
aUdtefaGwtWn 


Beuys. Sotheby’s has been 
insinuating Warhols into its 
London sates for the past three 
years. This week, h is offering 
a Rothko, whether to tempt 
American or European buyers 
is not dear. 

The American ait that is 
making the biggest splash 
among European buyers is 
pop art. George Segal's alien- 
ated plaster figures, for exam- 
ple, seem to tickle the exis- 
tential fancies of Germans 
and Belgians. Christie’s has a 
Segal, an installation of the 
artist's studio with bewildered 
standing female (est £100, 000- 
£150,000), not to mention a 
■Waibol Double Elvis (£320^00- 
£380,000), and a sagging vinyl 
SoftMedidne Chest by Olden- 
burg (£SG,000-£120,000). 

London’s sales are all 

“tight", in auctioneer’s jargon; 

weeded down to about 50 lots 
of fresh-to-market, modestly 
estimated works, the run of the 
mill relegated to Part II sales. 
This is particularly striking in 
Sotheby’s Impressionist Part j, 
full of small, jewel-like paint- 
ings such as Gauguin’s Femm- 
es au Bond de la Riviire, esti- 
mated at a mere £l-5m-£2m. 

Point to ponder: which side 
of the Atlantic will carry off 
Brancusi's 11m bronze egg, est 
£1.2-£1.8m in Christie’s Im- 
pressionist and modern Part I? 
It is titled Le Commencement 
du Monde. Starters, please? 

Impressionist and modem: 
Christie's Part I Tues, Part 

■ II Wad. Sotheby's Part I 
Mon, Part II Tues. 
Contemporary: Christie's 
Thurs, Sotheby's Part 1 
Wed, Part II Thurs. 
Impressionist, modem and 
contemporary-. Christie's 

South Kensington Mon. 

John Windsor 



A treat for the tastebuds: the world’s greatest epicurean delights 
in 12 pages devoted to luxurious food and drink 

■ 

Plus: Ian Jack, Donald MacIntyre and Peter York on the mysteries, 
the horrors and the meaning of five long years of John Major 

■ 

And Henry Porter at odds with the man behind The Big Breakfast 

IN TOMORROW’S INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 
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Tel: 0171 293 2222 


travel • overseas 


Rat 0171 293 2505 


TakeOff 


Take Off 


TakeOff 



rrm 

rap CALL NOV/'^H 
^ FOR * 
BROCHURE 



THE BEST VALUE- THE WIDEST CHOICE OF HO LIDAYS & FLIGHTS • 

* Farm & HomestayS • Salting , Fishing r - I HOTEL I W 

* Exclusive Lodge * Guided Treks pfl^WTALj I camper- J ffiOCMSfROMj ^ g g- 

* Escorted Coach Tours * Campervans | | ] VANSFROM | | CQO 1 RA* 

* Cycling Holidays * Travetpass 

* Hotels , Motels * Car Rental 




MirttettzesianBi 


CAR RENTAL 
FROM 


CAMPER- 
VANS FROM 


£18 £26 


per night 

PER PERSON 


RESERVATIONS 


94 Fulham Palace Road, London W6 9PL 


TRAIL 



ERS >-)- 



I 9 7 •- 1 9 9 5 


People think 
the world 
of us 


-m 

-ririvvr - ' ;>•» . : 


AfiTA 64701 IATA ATOL 1450 


THE T 8 » V E l E X P I 8 T S M 41) , ] . }jn j 

For the real lewdown Hffil 
on worldwide airfravei ^ 

CJIBHS 

TraUfinden offer mare low cost flights to yqmiBfl 

more destinations than anyone. We can EVTOW 
tailor-make your Itinerary with up to 65% LDSMBBES 
discount on hotels and car rental worldwide. SMRNBSCO 

Basra 

42-50 Earls Court Road, London v/8 6FT H IM 
Long Haul Flights: 0171-938 3366 CWSM 

TransoHaniic * Europeor: 0171-937 5400 JjJJ 
1 94 Kensington High Street, London W8 7RG BBJME 
Long Haul Flighls: 0171-938 3939 BOBIUB 

Tronuitlontic & European- 0171-938 3232 
First & Business Clots: 0171-938 3444 

22-24 The Pnory Queenswxjy. Binning ham B4 60S 
World-ride Flights: 0121-236 1234 

48 Com Strew, Bristol 85 1 1HQ 
Worldwide Flights: 0117-929 9000 

254-284 Saudiiehall Street. Glasgow G2 3EH ns 
Worldwide Fl.ghw. 0141-353 2224 1ELJWN 

58 Deansgole. Manchester M3 2FF 2L*» _ 

V/.iddwide Flights: 0161-839 6969 017 

Fmi A Business Class. 0161-839 3434 AJKtfB&Ulll 

For your free copy of the Traiffhtder 
magazine call 0171-938 3366 



[WORLDWIDE! 

1017175730001 

FIRST Si BUSINESS CLASS 

0171 757 3500 

AMERICAS & EUROPE 

0171 757 2000 

AUSTRALIA l NEW ZEALAND 

0171 757 2468 

GATW1CK AIRPORT 

01293 568 300 

OPEN 7 DAYS 7am - 10pm 

n^ttoekon attar 
great store on low 
coat fllghtc wtth tteo 
■ oM i loodfcig 

■ i uli.L ul mleBSeMMi 
OCZKcniioa emmo- 

MwtiatM savings 
on Inanr — co, 
j Hotels & Car Sfce. 

ACM £OTC -M3L 5B2 PM 


FLIGHT 


BOOKERS 


AFRICA 

OFFICIALLY APPOOTTED AQENT 

J o’ burg trom £429 Capetown ton 

Durban £469 Fort Elizabeth £694 

Harare £485 Bulawayo £549 

Nairobi £352 Lusaka £495 

Dar-es-Salaam £385 Lilongwe £530 

Windhoek £565 Accra £489# 

Cairo £235 


jo-burg 

£1009 rtn 

SF»OUSE£S05 
BUSINESS CLASS 


LONDON- CAPETOWN - 
surface JO BVBC • j 
PERTH- SYDNEY - I 
LONDON 1 

fr£8S9PP 


AR farm am relom merits, subject to omllabunj, 
tonal 4 raeianal suaptaimtnni t taaa* ahem aonlle 


OPEN 

7 DAYS 

177/17B 

Tottenham 

CDutM 

mknmPOLX 


Nairobi 

Rio 

Brsbane 


nnfi : tendMmmyonttaeaudeiifllNn-safatbB j 

£56 | New York £150 j Bangkok £357 j Nc 

£96 | Los Angeles £265 j Hong Kong £445 j Rm 

119 I Toronto £199 ! Karachi £329 I Br 

AD t>ro rsrt art xMM Sgtts an qiafty wine 
Loidgn-Ddui-Cdaitb-SngapaR-Bnw-BndBBr-flrto- 
Sydney ■ Aoddari - Fji - Baratnnga . HanoUu - Los Aagrita ■ London tan OfiS 

Europe: 0171 361 6161 Worldwide 0171 361 6262. 

Old S34 ClboB (Manchester) 

117 Euston Road NWI.SoOW Branpton Rd SWT, 38Stne5i WO, Loodm. 


HEW TOR*. LOS ANGELES, "0710. BANGKOK. SYDNEY, AUCKLAND.... STA TRAVEL 


Mmmm Minrri 


LONDON i SCOTLAND 

_ _ 




- bUAIINto M 

France I 



THE TRAVEL PEOPLE 


Conne&MMU offer you a rzBoble wnirr £ value 
for money for your flights to datiiuaioas worldwide. 
Auckland £549 Bong Kong £429 New York £1 79 

Bangkok £339 Joljurg £369 Orlando £ 199 

Budapest £159 Kenya £349 Qnito/Rio £497 

Cairns £549 Prague £149 S. Frisco £269 


Cairo £549 Singapore £429 Toronto £219 

Cuba £369 Sydney £449 Vancouver £299 

Goa £349 Barbados £249 Washington £219 

Loums^ EStSSZ. 


Americas Worldwide Europe 

0171 495 5010 0171 4955545 0171 408 4405 
Package Holidays 0171 408 4416 
Fully Gc.-rnr'ent Bended ATOL 3369 ;ATA 


London Offer: 93 Wimpolc Street London W| 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 


HYPER TRAVEL | ORUf.DO FLY Ctf.-E 

IVmtff 55.5s i.I/3 - S;.Ti--;r K l7.-5 


Am yomr iridetr choice of 
Bowtiwg Holidays «• the 
finest Horn amd canals qf 
from*. Bea d pk*t4 Cr^iL 
grata £4294. 
mxraofa 9809 Sio 5 zb 


Bl 61 


Eastern Europe 


PRAGUE, VIENNA, BUDAPEST and 
Sfovafol Cental persona, boats 
fiapts. Gzedtoi {D1 TO) 623609. 

PRAGUE Apartmoms. hob*?. car 
htro, ffin e rariW arranged. Chock 
matoTravol 0Y 71 -4353411. 

PRAGUE: HOTELS fin £20. HghM 
fm £140. Budapos hotels bn £19. 
fliflho Cl 59. Auto Plan 01543 
2S7777. 


SIMPLY CORSICA. 1496 brochure 
oovr axaRa&to. The moot baauOfiri 
Wand to the Mediterranean- Wa 
otter rttoswih pools, awards car- 
tages, styflsh hotels, mountain 
aubmgu, an Islwtd Wandering 
p r uya m ma A flower, walk ing 5 
parrttng hiASays. 0181 9959323. 
ABTAV133 7 ATOL 1932 ATTO. 

Cyprus | 

CYPRUS WES1 1 si floor aparwiefii. 
sleeps 2/4. AN con /nesting. Wefl 
equipped. 4 n*w sea. shops, 
msotaants . Para. lQ46g 3P1B66. 

THE INDEPENDENT 

Newspaper PiUtsfsng pic 
mgrets tha aBxju^i ouety 
reasonable promuton B taken, 
no rosponstaCty can bo 

accepted tor fights antfor 
JUAIIlIHUdalta xiflmSd 

tpcou^i those cotumns, or any 
k»9 onssrg Ihorohom. Roadore 
am sdvfsod 1° take Ml 

necessary precautions botoro 

entonng into any buvol 
anangeroertts. 


INFORMATION 


W 

can 


SYDNEY 

£555 


Special Interest Holidays 


Overseas *&avel 


Read about the frontline 
r '7 '£ of travel in 



- the UK's lending 
magazine with an unbiased 
view of special-interest »S. 
independent-minded travel 

Subscribe for just £15 a 
year (6 issues) - with a 
issue is mon ey-back guarantee . 
out ^ phone 01 753 020426 
to order by credit card 
or request an order form 



MADEIRA 

HI FROM ONLY £189 || 

mSn \ EXCemOMAL VALUE A WESTS | ABTA 
raf HOLIDAY ON THE FUWT1NG GARDEN enm 

OR THE ATLANTIC^ 

the hotels 

INCLUDED IN YOUR HOLIDAY PRICE 

(MW /mm Onfmick and lOnchesSr to FuncnaL 


EXTRA WEEES Also Hvaaawa ai a 
DEPARTURES THROUGHOUT NOV/DEC/ JAN 
For a Full Colour Brochure aad 
Further Detaib Please Call 

Telephone (0X452) 3818 88 
ATLANTIC HOLIDAYS LTD 
25 Brunswick Road, Gloucester GL1 1 JE 


Eqt/PT 

Israel Jordan Syria 
Lebanon Turkey Greece 

Active & adventurous journeys 


Call for a brochure 

0181 742 3049 (24hrs.) 

14 Barley Mow Passage, London W4 4PH 


A rr AiA A ^ k. 

XODU S l 

'll' or l and Expeditions „ • 


JOPMEYa ^ 
LATIN 
AMERICA A 

Tours (London) 

0151 747 8315 

Rights (London) 

0181 747 3108 

MANCHESTER 

OI6I 832 1441 

« BUWIto OIOUB 

• KSPOMTOURS 

• Lwcosrawms 


Paris 

Brussels 


Ramblers’ new pittawnaiefor 
'the twenties to mxf thirties' lor 
tlaxte who love to room the 


90990 143219 


TiAVil vgk 

CEMTM 

itttefe 1 O* 'nanoNT cm 
“■ Bremen £79 *S 9 

-^.Cctegne £79 NteSi . C89 
si DrSwi OU Mmaer 019 
1* DicsNdarf CM Ntfembug OtO 
*? FmMin Of Padertxm 019 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND SOUTH AJtBCCA 
CAfltBBEAN FAR EAST 
WD DIE EAST AFRCA 

MOONLIGHT 

a 

IBJOIX 

OSCOTOfT FLIGHTS WORUmroe 
Travel instHance fees 25»- 
Wingspan 0121-457 8897 T3632- 
WORLDW1WE FUGHTS. From Fto- 
rance TravnL Tel 0161 798 5343. 
ABTA D3221. Cafl NOvrt 
CHEAP FLIGHTS- Bans Travel 
(0171) 439 4181. ABTA E2273. 
AHROWFTJGHT- Agents lor ATOL 
Holders. 01 527 52481 8 Mon-Sal 
9am-Bam. 



'ADV'ENT'jRCUS TRAVEL BY EXFED'TTON TRUCK /.CROSS: 
LFF.ICA AS:A & SOUTH iMER'CA ;2 - 2? VVEsK.S: 

f .v.M.T.T.f. t . f . r; t , t , i ; %tJ 


am mar 

SALLmHBWCAS 

omum 


1 CaapGieca.Dti»nhani 
StoMrraritrt,lf > 146LA 

i TeiOm 3701930 


WANTED! 


TY/AiT X E/JL/; 

• Study Kamrhalkn'a Volcanoes L t~ 

• TYack and observe Black Rhino 

• Record Artefacts on the Inca Trail 

• Monitor Ecuador’s Rainforest Butterflies 

Your bety is needed on Eanhwaicfa expeditions around the world 

GIVE TWO WEEKS TO SAVE THE EARTH 


Traditional farmhouses, 
villas and apartments to 
Italy's prettiest regions. 

RKcouxot noons «mc 
(01798)869421 QUOTE 1050 
Or write: Nraoua la halts. 
Dept I0SO, Blgoer. Fu&cnegh. 
Wen San£KH20 IQD. 

«,*„W>NZE 

rTALlA 



i VCUVEUES FROVTIERES 

;sa\ce-s if aci:;: tour c-esa-cs 

0171 629 7772 


Tailor made expeditions 
and social base p 



EARTHWAT6H 

AH ADVENTURE VOU C.UV BE PR OVD OP 
Belsyir Coan/IND 57 Woodcock R«wd Oshml OX 2 OHU 
Tel: 01865 5 l 6 W 6 Pa*: 01865 3113 S 3 

O w * VtoiOff jS^hl 7 



23 370 ® or 


i»eo 


Portugal 



Fisherman's cottages, country S 

houses 8 c apartments throughout jgRt 

the most delightful areas of Portugal, 
from the Algarve to the Costa Verde. "6 

Many with swimming pool. 'Sr 

FREE COLO DR BROCHURE 'n 
BING (01798) 869416 QUOTE REF P109 

Or writ* Id; Lodtrldnal TraicUm fonngaL 
Dept ri09, Blgnor. Pulboroagb. W. Sana RI1U0 1QJ). 


Beyenarts Tourism | 

Com pany | 

For a brochure contact: < 
Thl: 01527574442 g 
Fax: 01527877746 B 


AFRICAN CAMPING Snarls 7 days 
to 12 weeks. East and Soufliem 
Africa. Brock (0181) 9805747. 
Aeada Eopedflons AI70 Bonded 
1044. 

VIVID INOIA. Alternative and ortgi- 
ndsnaflgroi4>liaireL2««ekHn- 
erary. Tei. (01332) 303488 

INUALUIK CULTURAL TRAVELS. 
Feb/Mar *96 - Gufami & Darjeel- 
mgrsaktm/Bnasi. 01363 83487. 

EXPLORE WOmnWIDE Jam one Of 
aw Eaafl group escorted Mura lor 
ms adventure of a Msflsia. Tows, 
troka and sslorls In 80 cointrte9. 
*Kfadkig Tholsnd, Java, Borneo, 
Vietnam, Egypt. Jordan, Spain, 
Morocco. Kenya. Ethiopia. Mafl, 
bulla. Nepal. Mexico. Costa Hce, 
Bedze. Galapagos. Nsa 
ZBfaiKl — Autumn and Winter 
departures. From £435. Explore 
Worldwide (IN), Aldershot. GU11 
110. Tet 01252 344181 (24 hrs) 
Bonded ArrO/ATOL2SftS 

PROSPECTING EXPEDmONS 
1996. Australia. 2B days, do « lor 
real 1 1 Dig yowosn gems, gold hi 
the outback. Brochure TaWphono 
01803 882044 

MIDAS BATTLEFIELD TOURS. 
Quality escorted tows tstth teed- 
Ing outhorMos. Napoleonic. WW1, 
WW2. Ancient, Medieval, ACW. 
Zulu, tank Orfvo. Sho o ting, Wkds 
Broeh 01 883 744955. ATOL 371 6. 

INDOCHINA TRAVEL. Vietnam, 
Burma, Thaltmd, Laos end Cenv- 
brxSo. Escorted xnvd srmi lows 
plus tailor ^nado tttnerarios. For 
frtonrfy, porsonal sorvlce please 
coll 24hr Orach Anas 0181 995 
3323. ABTA V1337 ATOL 1322 
AfTO. 



Even our special offers are amazing. 

Two adults Comr lor a magical weekend at 
rwo kids Disneyland* Pari* and van'll he amazed, 
C ~yj Not just hy the live land* and countless 
ACTT.iCDon.s, bur also by the price, 
per person Accommodation and unlimited entry 

per night 

to the park in November can cost as 
irtzlc a* £37 per person per night, lor a two-night break. 

To book the most amazing holiday vou‘11 ever 
have, call Disneyland Pan* Direct now. 


(PARIS 


0990 03 03 03 


ABTA No 298S3 


VINTAGE PORTUGAL: Cottages & 
MsioitxNises wttti poob. Unspow 
North Mlnho 8 Down. 01954 
261431 ATOL 2787 AiTO ABTA 


Greece 



P.vtos • Ithaca • Crrmurwi* 
Lm.ii - ZwiXTHn* 
RVTHBL1 • COIUU • SfiLsm ri 
Sxomra • Ausooi 
Cjbos ■ Arhjsontskk 
F o« a beochtm telephone 

(01932) 220677(24 hre) 

■owe hnp^/wwvduiLMMBas' 
vafa CreUT HqIIJbv. (id 

snsxnsafloiMtfio 


GJTECOFtLE/FlLOXEHLA. Flydrivo, 
Hotels 3 VBa spadsfcM . afl vow. 
ATOL 2817. AITO. 01432 375999. 

THE INDEPENDENT recommends 
Pure Crmo. Spring flowers and 
empty beaches. S/C village 
houces.1996 Brochure. Of01 
7SOOS7B ATOL 2757 

SIMPLY CRETE . Award wtnntng 
■podaHsL Angto^lrook tamay 
oflor 16 yearn experience to guide 
ytxj oil Bio beaon track Pnvale 
vWsa, ajwrtrrramj, small holds 
and Island Wandering plus walk 
Ing. pending mid Bower hofdayc. 
0181 995 3321 ABTA V1337 ATOL 
1822 AITO. 

SIMPLY IONIAN. 1S9d brochuio 
nowaveflabto. ftaos, Cophatonu. 
Zttynthos, Lefkas, Ithaca. Corfu 
& Meganoi. Qvnflessentiafly 
Qreok. Private villas with pools, 
hotete nnd *oaflida cottages in 
unspoilt tocadona. Also painting, 
wafahg and Boners fnMqs . Call 
0181 9959323. ABTA VI 337 ATOL 
1922 ATTO 
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THE ASSOCIATION 
OF INDEPENDENT 
TOUR OPERATORS 



VERNE*, FRANCE & CORSICA 

For a breath of French air or ihe erxouc seen! of Corsica 
PARIS & SHORT BREAKS 
by Eurostar or Ak Travel 

HcUans and short breaks Ite Air. Ral or wth yow own car on flm fentes 
or La ShuRto. A 94M) eatecnon of hotels and oof catering apartments 
by Bw sob and ki the coumry. 

NEW FOR 1996 

• Corsica dtred to this unspoiled paradbe 

• Walking hoWays m Ihe Auvergne 

• Tho bost hoflday vdiages or 

Ateo iHtetaya Yn Bnfcmy. Loire. OwmreotL Vendee Aguiatoe. Dwthnw, 
Basque Country. Provunra and RMero. FVddva, Carani or transfere 

nflhtt or rafl travel, cMd leduaons. 

For tree cotaubrochuree ask your travel agant or contscL- 
TOURSME VBMEY, 178 PtCCAD&Cy, LOMJON 8HV 9DB 
«»VM® Tatephona 0171-4956877 Fax 0171^85 6744 «I0lB*c 
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For a 

unique range 
of real holidays 
that are fully 
bonded, flexible and 
definitely original - 

book AITO! 


fUI’lil ES9 
I53E129 


■JOUVeUES FROrjTIERES0 

0171 629 7772b 


Australia 


• iHMflMK tebM mma wo tsRORs 

farnUrom. v'Bf (dwHcd 

aWaa. M aspmw duke Br B«i 
usaftaure ■tatorallfloBkta.a^ 
caagsma lure * at cm* pmw. 
CALL the specialists NOW ~ 


OASIS ^ 


iwkted UtoB WW 


conquer peaks, enpy a I httm 
adventure or even less Itaniy 
hoHdays. SmaD escorted parties 
in Europe, Nepal (he Americas, 
more than thirty holidays to 

choose from. 

Pkase j*onu fatL or write for a 
brochure 

ramblers holidays 
B ox 43, Wfeiwyn Garden, 
AL85FQ 
TeL 1)1707 373968 
Fax 01707 333276 
Estab 1940 

ABTAVWM ATOL Q90 . 


Lv; epiior. 2 ! vaiiu-Nen \e. 
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Gob, Kerala. Gambia. Kenya 
Carftbean. Par East Sri Lanka. 
Canaries. Eilat Madeira ft ~ 
thougbont America 

FODHW2TB Travel 

0181 907 0205 

a^opHiypAYsl 


CAREFREE 

ITALY 

01689 841900 

CASTLES ITS 


K CAS TLES 
3 FUMHiBSS 
E VILLAS 
rAj APABTHBUS 


AriBhiahi 

ALL OVER. Italy, ms fr £»3, c*y 
breaks tr £159, car hire fr 087 
wMy. 0171 3083000. ABTA ATOL 
SMPUr T1JSCANV a UMBRIA. Tto- 
dftlonai county vfltowparunenta 
with pool and « exflXe, SyKfrfve 
hoBdaya foaturtng ch armi ng, mfl- 
mato hotels. Phm apodal bitorest 
hoBdaya and short btsaks to Ro - 
ranca. Heaso col 01B1 9959323. 
ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1922Afla 


FRAN C E 


Traditional holiday 
properties of character 
and quality in 
France and Cornea. 

Many with pool 
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 
RING (01798) 869411 
QUOTE REF: F001 f 

Or writs to: Dope. FOGL, A 

taamresenCnap^ne, ■ 
Pulbonju^a, . W r 
W. Somes. Jatt* 4 l 

RH20 IQD. /OfXm P 


TsDnve-' 

France 

Villas 

^ & Cottages 

U gf^tyle and character 
prettiest 

■ FREE 

■M Brochure 


FRANCE! 


UMRE/CHINON Charming, poriod. 
stone cottage, pod, to tag,, p*. 
doa From 1230.(01524) 823777 


_ ITHE TRAVEL GROUPl 

0181 313 0333 


BRITTANY; DORDOGNE, 

PnwncftOuaBy ritas by to saa 
orwWt pools. Braefi ( 0161 ) 
7078794 SwMotoct vBas. 

CHEZ NOUS 96 Out nowi Sava 

money book «mct Prtrato own- 
ers advarflsa Chatoaux. Vilas ft 
Farmhouses, many wWt pools, 
ooflagaa. apartments, mobile 
homes. Family hotels. B&B s. 
Speo. tot hot. Afl regions of 
FtMCO. 860 pg Col broeft. 014B4 
682503 

"iWER France, fltslr EE9. Paris. 

O 0171308 30(1(1 ABTA ATOL 

&WECTihKMonal tomhoeaea with 
pools. 18m et Garonne & Le 

-SS* 1 - 07354 261431 AITO ABTA. 

P WUS. r N oteta tram C 18 pp IncL 
vranm. Many cemrafly Jocaied 
™ 3 *smsm 1 toSstecRoemGaP 
Vies. 01B1 878 2420. 
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Christmas: where to 
get away from it all 


By Simon Calder 


S anta stands tall 
Seven feet high, the 
jolly red giant lowers 
over a scrum of chil- 
dren playing around 
his outsize boots, 
tven in countries where 
Christianity is veiy much a 
minority sport, travellers 
find it hard to avoid Christ- 
mas festivities. Perhaps St 
Nicholas should be called 
Farther Christmas 
This particular figure of 
festive fun presently resides 
on a street comer in the 
firmly Hindu city of Jaipur, 
but these days his likeness 
pops up all over the place. 
St Nicholas could challenge 
St Christopher for the role 
of patrop saint of travel. He 
is grinning hireutely at me 
right now from the side of a 
coffee mug I won in an 
apple-ducking game at a 
Christmas party thrown by 
Buddhists in Thailand two 
years ago. The carols on that 
occasion were sung with 
enormous enthusiasm, but 
they need to hone their 
game skills or they’ll find 
tourists grabbing all the 
prizes. 

Like it or lump it, Christ- 
mas drives the travel busi- 
ness into a frenzy as we 
desperately strive to be 
moveable for the feast. 
Even an airline called 
Scrooge Airways or Air 
Humbug would fill all its 
seats in the third week of 
December. Travel opera- 
tors take full advantage of 
our Yuletide yearning to be 
reunited with - or located as 
far away as possible from - 
our nearest and dearest. 
The more frantically you 
phone around travel ageiits 
in search of a flight, the 
more feres which you would 
dismiss as extortionate dur- 
ing the rest of the year 
acquire an aura of modera- 
tion. The same phenome- 
non benefits less fashion- 
able airlines; Aeroflot 
becomes an attractive 
prospect when the Russian 
airline is the only way to 
reach Lapland or Lima. 

Travelling on Christmas 
Day itself can enhance your 
humour. While many short- 
haul flights are cancelled, 
long-range ones operate as 
normal. Peak season ends at 
midnight on 24 December, 
and for the ensuing week 
fares are reasonable and 
availability good. Fly west to 
stretch the day: a trip to Tin- 
seltown, California will 
extend your Christmas to 32 
hours. 

If your funds do not 
stretch to flying, you will 
find hitch-hiking easier on 


25 December than any 
orher day of the year. This 
is just as well, because 
almost all public transport 
in Britain closes down for 
the day. Even Eurostar is 
shutting up shop, with the 
last departure from Water- 
loo through the Channel 
Tunnel to Paris at 723pm on 
Christmas Eve and the first 
train back at 8.13am on 
Boxing Day. If you fancy a 
cut-price Christmas cruise, 
then the best option is the 
Pbole to Sandbanks ferry in 
Dorset, operating 8 am -6 pm 
on 25 December. 

You may, of course, be 
joining the pre-Christmas 
rush in order to find some- 
where that is unlikely to be 
troubled by ruddy-nosed 
reindeer. Scrooge would be 
happiest in a country that is 
Islamic, or Marxist, or both. 
Libya would be ideal. Cuba 
used to be a sound second 
best, but the reforms intro- 
duced this year by Fidel 
Castro (in an outfit of rev- 
olutionary red, he'd make a 
passable Santa himself) 
mean kitsch Nativity scenes 
are on sale for the first time 
since the President abol- 
ished Christmas 30 years 
ago. The Orthodox nations 
of Ukraine or Russia could 
offer an unorthodox way to 
dodge the festivities: Christ- 
mas is not celebrated until 
early January, by which time 
you can have returned to 
the land of DIY warehouse 
sales. 

If TUrkey, Goose Bay 
(Canada) or plain old Brus- 
sels axe off the menu this 
December, apply plan B. 
"Buy your travel-related gifts 
from the selection below, 
get in a couple of old Judith 
Chalmers videos and the 
Independent Christmas 
travel quiz (to be published 
on 23 December), and make 
a New Year’s resolution to 
book ahead for ’96. Or dig 
deep into your stocking for 
some crisp and even £10 
notes, and start chasing 
some of the many happy 
returns at the bottom of 
Santa's flight case. 

Long haul 

Controlling your Christinas 
spending may be easier in 
an all-inclusive resort, and 
the long-haul specialist 
Tropical Places (01342 
825123) has secured some 
space in Kenya - departing 
from Gatwick on 17 Decem- 
ber and returning in time 
for New Year's Eve. The 
price of 13 nights at the Tur- 
tle Bay Beach Hotel in 
Watamu is £919. 


To spend Christmas with 
one in five of the world's 
population. Bridge the 
World (0171-911 0900) has 
availability on 16 and 20 
December on BA’s non-stop 
flights to Beijing. The price 
is a festively fair £420 return 
including lax. The same fore 
applies to Ihipei. 

Christmas is largely 
ignored in Japan, but a 
number of Buddhist “tem- 
ple markets” take place 
around Tokyo in December, 
with crafts, antiques and 
junk on sale. The Japanese 
National Tourist Organisa- 
tion in London (0171-734 
9638) can provide full 
details of venues, and events 
such as the spectacle in Kal- 
sutagake on 10 December, 
when 200 naked youths will 
plunge into the Nugura 
River for purification. 


Europe 


The P&O flagship Oriatia is 
celebrating her first Christ- 
mas with a cruise departing 
Southampton on 22 Decem- 
ber, and reaching Madeira 
in time for the New Year’s 
Eve firework display. If you 
want to find out if Santa 
does funnels as well as chim- 
neys, be warned that the 
vessel is fully booked, but 
P&O (0171-800 2222) is 
taking names on the waiting 
list To make certain you 
reach Madeira, an alterna- 
tive is a 12-night holiday 
departing 22 December 
with Cadogan (01703 
332661 ), for £579 including 
flights from Gatwick. 

For the first time this 
year, shops in Amsterdam 
are opening on Sundays in 
the run-up to Christmas. 
Amsterdam Ttavel Service 
(01992 456056) has pack- 
ages to the city from a range 
of UK airports. 

Finlandia (0171-409 7334) 
is offering one-night breaks 
to Lapland for £529 on 2, 9 
and 22 December including 
husky and reindeer driving 
and a snowmobile trip. If 
you wish to lodge a post- 
Christmas complaint with 
Santa, a three-night New 
Year holiday in Lapland 
costs £699, departing 30 
December. 

Wallace Arnold (0113- 
263 6456) has some avail- 
ability on its full-board 
coach holidays in Europe. 
Five-day trips departing on 
23 December are available 
to Paris and the Champagne 
region (£299), Calais (£279) 
or the Belgian town of Tu ro- 
llout (£279). 

If the thought of the 
Christmas party season is as 


daunting as the event itself, 
then lake cheer that the 
year of the preposterously 
cheap package tour is not 
over yet. First Choice (0161- 
745 7000) has packages 
from Gatwick to Spain or 
Malta on 12 December, 
costing £99 for a week. 

Britain 

“Stuff the Turkey” is the 
title of a week's walking 
holiday in the Peak District 
organised by Old Furnace 
Walking Holidays (01538 
703331) starting on 23 
December. "We're aiming 
the holiday mainly at single 
people, and want to show 
that going for a long walk 
and having a pub lunch is a 
perfectly good way to spend 
Christmas Day. We aim to 
make it a seven-day party", 
says John Higgins, the Walk 
Leader. The eost of £275 
includes accommodation in 
guest houses, guided walks 
and minibus transport. 

Dukes Hotel in St 
James's, central London 
(0171-491 4840) has a 
charabanc outing to the 
Boxing Day race meeting at 
Kempton Park as part of its 
three-night luxury break, 
price £550. At the Leices- 
tershire country house hotel 
of Stapleford Park (01572 
787522), you can sample 
riding, falconry or clay- 
pigeon shooting on 26 
December. The three-day 
holiday costs from £602 per 
person. 

The YHA of England 
and Wales is offering Christ- 
mas holidays at 17 youth 
hostels. Three days in Mat- 
lock, Derbyshire costs £89 
for an adult and £69 for 
under- 18s. Bakeweli is £4 
cheaper per person, and 
includes a Boxing Day pic- 
nic at Chatsworth House: 
call the regional office on 
01629 825850. Embsay 
steam railway near Skipton, 
North Yorkshire (01756 
794727) is one of several 
private railways that are 
running “Santa Special” 
trips before and during the 
holiday. 

Die Christmas in Britain 
programme from Shearings 
(01942 824824) offers holi- 
days at resorts such as Fish- 
guard (five days, £253) and 
cities like Durham (five 
days, £304). The Queen’s 
Speech is a central feature 
of these holidays. Humanist 
Holidays (01242 239175) 
organises holidays for 
agnostics and atheists. 
December places arc full, 
but Easter bookings can be 
made in the New Year. 
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Yod'II have to go a long way to avoid the trappings of Christinas - farther than the Indian city of Jaipur for a start Photo: Simon Calder 


PRESENTS FOR TRAVELLERS 


preparing for the worst is a 
i prevalent theme among the 
festive offerings for travellers. 
Rob Ryan’s book ‘Stay Healthy 
Ahmad' (Health Education 
Authority, £6.95) outlines the 
animal, vegetable and mineral 
threats that reside beyond 
these shores. A similar 
precautionary note is sounded 
by the Streetwise map of 
Orlando (£3.95), which shows 
areas of the Florida dty where 
mugging Is a distinct 
possibility. 

Travellers venturing into still 
riskier territory may be grateful 
for a short-wave radio; the 
SW1 E from Sony (around 
£150) is the same size as a 
packet of cigarettes and 
potentially a lot better for you. 


Should the object of your 
benevolence be the sort to get 
stuck up the Orinoco without a 
paddle, he or she may be 
grateful for your prescience. 
Practical help for adventurers 
is available from Safariquip, 
which supplies a range of 
defensive measures from a 
money belt (£2.99) to a water 
filter (£54.99). 

British Rail no longer issues 
gift vouchers, presumably 
because demand was at best 
limited. But the international 
coach operator Eurolines 
(0990 143219) has just 
introduced gift vouchers in 
denominations of £10 and 
£20 - two of the latter would 
be more than enough for a 
London-Paris return (or a 


person aged under 26. 

Airlines do not sell gift 
vouchers, but they offer the 
next best thing: the 
Miscellaneous Charges Order 
(MC0), which looks like a 
ticket and may be used in full 
or part payment far a journey. 

It can be made oirt for as little 
as £5, though these days so 
small a sum will buy you only 
the departure tax on flights 
within Europe - and Kenneth 
Clarke may increase that in 
Tuesday's Budget. 

Giving someone an entire 
holiday as their Christmas 
present may seem a 
wonderfully generous idea, but 
you need to ensure that the 
recipient has a valid passport - 
the British Visitor's version 


expires on New Year's Eve. 
long-haul destinations may 
require Jabs, too, which could 
rather take the edge off the 
surprise. 

If travel has become just too 
arduous, the latest offering 
from Rough Guides may oblige. 
Devoted to those whose idea of 
surfing is strictly digital, the 
'Rough Guide to the Internet 
(£5) can take you around the 
World Wide Web. And for 
those who feel it is better to 
travel vicariously than to arrive, 
a subscription to Wanderlust 
magazine costs £15. 

Safariquip: 01433 62032. 

Eu refines: 0990 143219. 
MCOs from any IATA airline. 
Wanderlust: 01753 620426. 
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READERS’ OFFER 


Dwarf 

Acers 


Japanese Acers are tbe true aristocrats of tbe acer family. 
Skw growing, they arc perfect speciman plants for the 
ctu.ii garden and excellent in ornamental conlainet 
Happiest in partial shade on bum ns- rich, well-drained soil 
which does not dry our completely and sheltered from 
wind and frost. 

The Acer cotkxlion on offer consists of one of Mch of 
the foOowing 3 varieties:- 

Acer pahnatnm Dissection - Rounded shape ly bush es^ 
Ttons bronze yellow in the autumn. Grows to approx. 2ft 
with 4 ft spread 

Aw paiHwitwm Pkaectuni Gama -One of the 

able of tbe newer forms, it has a spreading habit Mid ftwdy- 

cw leaves of crimson purple. Grows to approx. 4ft with 5ft 


Aiw pahtmtami Butterfly - Medium sized upright daub. 
Crearo-pink margins on grry : green - j| 

red In tbe aotumo. Grows to approx. 6-lOft with on I 



Your order will be despatched with foil cultural 
instructions and the price of £24.95 includes 


How to order 

Credit card order hotline <01 392) 434194 
and quote Acer Offer ING802 
OR HU in coupon quoting your 

Access/Wsa/Masterc«d number or send with 

crossed cheque/PO. NO CASH 

INDEPENDENT DWARF ACER OFFER 
B1AK)MSOFBRESSING0AM,BRJ^ING- 

HAM, DBS, NORFOLK flP22 2AB 
• Offer subject to avail ability A UK mainland readers 
only. Allow up to 28 days for delivery. 
rvltaeiy 'satisfied return witbin 7 days for a ltul refund. 
Offer closes 20/12/95. 

Hag. m Engttnd 1908987 tA u w pa ta ir PvMtfSngl*- 


Please send me CoOecflonfs) at a cost of £24.95 

each tocJudng p&p. 

l andoae my cftequa/PO (address on back) made payable to: 
Newspaper Publishing INC38Q2, or please detail my 

Acc888/Vtaa/M&stwcard account with the sum of £ 

My card number Is: 


Pteeee use BLOCK CAPITALS. Expiry < 

NamK(MrMraMss/Ms) — i 

Address: — : : 


Signature 

Orders la WBPENDEMT DWARF ACEH OFFER, BLOOMS OF 

. BRESS1NQHAU, BRESSWGHAU, OJSS, MOWOLK IPS 2ABL 

pteaaeficfc this box H yon do ratvttt to racrivd future maNngs. 

Mm NEWSPAPER PUBUSWNGS PIC. or tan companies 
1 — -^approved by NEWSPAPER PUBLISHINGS PLC WC80S 


M ost skiers who are plan- 
ning to escape to the 
mountains for Christmas 
will by now have made their 
arrangements (as well as their 
excuses to those they'll be 
leaving behind). But for those 
who have left it late - and par- 
ticularly for those who have 
not done It before - here is a 
guide to a successful Christ- 
mas on skis. 

What to expect Don’t count on 
finding a particularly festive 
atmosphere in tbe resort; as in 
Britain, Christmas in the 
Alpine countries is more of an 
occasion for family gatherings 
1 than for communal gaiety. If 
you're going to an hotel, make 
sure you know what to expect. 

A constant round of parties, 
or nothing beyond crackers 
and paper hats? 

Where to go: Are you looking 
for excellent skiing or a Bing 
Crosby-style winter wonder- 
land? If skiing is tbe priority 
the odds are you'll do best in 
a high resort in France or 
western Austria which will 
catch storms borne on the 
westerly winds. 

Large-scale snowmaking is 
a comforting fallback in case 
we get one of those bright, 
cold, snow-free spells that 
were such a problem in the 
late 1980s. You should also 
look for trees that will offer 
some shelter if snow arrives in 
quantity- For a combination of 
all these attributes, Cour- 
chevel takes some beating. 


Snow’s Up 

By Chris Gil) 


If sleigh-bells beckon, you’ll 
want evergreen trees rather 
than the bare slopes of Val 
Thorens or the dead-looking 
larches of Saas-Fee. And 
you’ll want the pitched roots 
of chalets rather than cuboid 


apartments. Sleigh bells them- 
selves are normally to be 
found only in low valley vil- 
lages that present too high a 
risk of a shortage of snow. 
What to take: For families, 
Christmas presents the prob- 
lem of presents. Maybe you're 
prepared to hump mountain 
bikes halfivay across Europe; 
maybe not If not and you're 
in the market for a pricey 
chalet holiday, you may wish 


to know that The Ski Com- 
pany (0171-7309600) w01 ship 
your presents out to your 
resort and back again. The 
only other bit of advice I 
would give to skiers accus- 
tomed to February holidays is 
be prepared for extreme cold. 
Be careful about resorts that 
rely heavily on chair-lifts; mid- 
air rides can be very chilly. 
Late availability: Earlier this 
week many tour operators 


still had Christmas holidays 
on offer. Examples: hotels or 
self-catering in Andorra with 
Panorama (01273 206531); 
chalets in Zermatt, Cour- 
chevel and Val d’Isere with 
Ski Scott Dunn (0181-767 
0202); Courchevel with Fin- 
lays- £50 off (01835 830562); 
Val dls&re or Mdribel with 
The Ski Company (0171-730 
9600); Mdribel with Snow- 
time (0171-433 3336). 


An Inaugural Offer 

7 NIGHTS AT THE VICTORIA FALLS FROM £515.00 


in Decemberwe shall commence the first 
of ou r flight series from London Gatwick to 
Lusaka for the magnificent Victoria Ralls. 

Here the weary traveller will find accom- 

that of other areas but probably offer a 
greater sense ofheing'thai anywhere else 
on earth. 

Not surprisingly David Livingstone, when 
he stumbled across the Falls in 1855, re- 
marked that ‘sights so lovely must have 
been gazed on by angels in their flight'. The 
Victoria Fails is a marvellous place both to 
relax in a temperate climate and to use as 
abase from which to explore with visits to 
the Fbl Is themselves and the little town of 
Victoria Falls. In addition you may take a 

Zambezi cruise, enjoy local and regional stone, the closest hotel to the Falls themselves. It has air- 
game viewing in Hwange or Chobe (Bot- conditioning, a garden, swimming pool, two restaurants and 
swanaj with much besides. bars and all bedroomsare comfortably furnished with ensuite 

Onaselectednumberofdeparturesweare bathrooms. 

making available just 20 seats at a special Thisoffer represents a saving of many hundreds of pounds from 
inaugural offer ofbetween £515 and£595 the original tariff and is available only on a strict first-come 



DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

1996 per person in a twin 
Jan 2.9JE515 

Jan 16, 23 £525 -Jan 30^535 
Feb 6. 13.204545 - Feb27£555 
Mar 5. 12£565-Mar 19,26X575 
Apr 2X595 - Apr 9, 16. 23,30£575 
Single room supplemental 60 
(single twin share £50) 

Tariff in dndu: return llight*. mad transfer*. 7 nights’ 
accommodation on a bed and breakfast basis. services 
of a local hnsL Nat iadnded: travel insurance, airport 
taxes, lipping. AD prices are subject to change. 

0171-6161000 


w 


VOYAGESJULES VERNE 

21 Dorset Square, 
London NW1 OQG 

Travel Promotions. UiL ABTAV166I ATOL8S3B 

Chjrofl»ce$aieopenlbrleIephii»ieTesen i arions 


fora 7-night stay at the comfortable, 4-star first-served bask Interested travellers should therefore cun- 


“The Smoke that Thunders' H otel .Living- tael us as soon as possible. 


wreUayt and Sam to ipm Saturdays- 


* 
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WEEKENDS AWAY 


It’s still possible to 
spend a Saturday 

in Paris without 
spending a fortune 

By Harriet O'Brien 



Belle Epoque 
twirls*, under 
the stained- 
glass dome 
of Gaieties 

Lafayette 


I t’s enough to make you wince. 
There’s Paris - galleries, tree- 
lined boulevards, great curvy 
buildings, enticing shops 
transforming your purchases 
into exciting-looking pack- 
ages - now a simple, three-hour 
train ride away from London. Per- 
fect you might think, for a Christ - 
mas-shnpping weekend, buying 
on the Saturday and ambling 
around museums on the Sunday. 
But then there’s the franc: the 
exchange rate, just a shade over 
Fr7 to the pound, brings you 
down to earth with a bump. 

Yet if you treat Le Shopping as 
a sightseeing tour in itself -as a 
voyeur more than a buyer - you’ll 
see a great deal of the city, and 
you needn’t come away com- 
pletely empty-handed. Here are 
some suggestions forgetting the 
most out of a Saturday in Paris 
without spending a fortune. 

Arm yourself with a earner of 10 
Metro tickets and start the day 
near the Opera, a short hop from 
the Eurostar terminal at the Gare 
du Nord. Two of the city’s biggest 
department stores are on boule- 
vard Haussmann (Havre-Cau- 
martin Metro). Built at the turn 
of the century, number 40 is the 
huge, domed fashion emporium 
Galeries Lafayette, crammed with 


a dizzying array of boutiques and 
an equally dizzying number of 
shoppers. Squeeze your way past 
the wacky hat stalls on the ground 
floor (where there are normally a 
few special offers) and make for 
the perfume hall under the dome. 
As you take in the expensive 
smells, gaze up at the gilt and 
stained-glass dome and the glint- 
ing Belle Epoque twirls. 

If you haven't had your fix of 
stained-glass domes, make your 
way to A u Prin temps (64 boule- 
vard Haussmann). This series of 
three large buildings linked by 
walkways dates from 1865 and is 
classed as an historic monument 
Hovering above the Cafe Flo on 
the sixth floor of La Mode (the 
fashion house) is the magnificent 
dome itself (added in 1923). 
Don't however, succumb to the 
comforts of a coffee here: press on 
to the household section. La Mai- 
son, and make for the ninth-floor 
roof cate. 'You can have coffee and 
patisseries in the warmth of its 
small greenhouse-like building or,' 
for added frisson , join the shiver- 
ing pigeons outside on the terrace. 
Either way, you'll get some of the 
best views of Paris, looking over 
to Montmartre in the north and 
the Eiffel Tower to the south. 

Then head south yourself, tak- 


Six of the best 

markets in Paris 

Rue Meuffetard (Monge Metro). 
This ranks at the gourmet end of 
Paris's 70 food markets. A great 
place for charcuterie and exotic 
fruit. Open Sat, Sun, Tues a.m. 

Rue de Buci (Mabillon Metro). 
This small, colourful food market 
runs Sat, Sun, Tues. There’s a 
particularly good patisserie stall. 

March6 aux Fleurs, place Louis- 
Lepine, (Cite MM. 

Plenty of freshly cut flowers. 

Pretty, popular, this runs daily, 
with a bird market on Sundays. 

Marche aux Puces Clignancourt 
(Porte de Clignancourt Metro). 
Europe’s biggest flea market 
opens at 5am Sat, Sun, Mon. 
There are more than 2,000 stalls 
selling anything and everything. 
Get there early. 

Puces de Montreuil (Porte de 
Montreuil Metro). 

Clothes, shoes, furniture: you 
might have more of a chance of 
finding a bargain at this smaller 
flea market Open Sat, Sun, Mon. 

Marchl aux Uvres, Parc Georges 
Brassens (Porte de Vanves M6tra). 
Second-hand and antiquarian • 
books; occasionally you can And a 
first edition. Runs Sat, Sun. 


ing a brisk walk down rue 
Tronchet to one of the finest 
sights in Paris, the food shops 
around place de la Madeleine. 
Marquise de S£vlgn£ (no 32) spe- 
cialises in chocolates, and in dis- 
plays that are a positive art form. 
Fanchon (no 24-30) is probably 
the most famous, and most 
famously expensive, of the city’s 
food shops: the windows filled 
with pdtes, petits fours, and glace 
fruits are a gourmet feast for the 
eye. Hediard (no 21). across the 
way, is equally sumptuous and 
marginally more affordable. Best 
of all is the little Maison de la 
Hnfle (no 19): delightfully old- 
fashioned , very welcoming and 
seriously pricey. Its truffle-related 
specialities range from tins of 
foie gras with truffles at Fr235 
(£32) for 130g, to truffle vinegar 
at Fr45 (£6) for 125ml. 

Having whetted your appetite, 
set off in search of more afford- 
able food, pausing on the way to 
look at the flower market by the 
steps of St Madeleine. You could 
simply head back to Galeries 
Lafayette and its large, very ser- 
viceable food store next to the 
main building - on the first floor 
above Monoprix. But to see more 
of Paris, take the Metro to Sevnes- 
Babylone where you'll find the 


city’s oldest department store, 
Le Bon Marcfa£, whose internal 
iron structure is said to have 
been the work of Gustave Eiffel. 
Its food store is huge, with a good 
wine selection and an excellent 
deli (good brie de meaux Frl8 or 
£2.50 for 200g) - many Parisians 
maintain it's the best supermar- 
ket in the city. 

You could pause here for a 
quick, light lunch at the cafe, but 
fora more leisurely meal make for 
the area around St-Germain-des- 
Pr6s where there are innumerable 
little restaurants. For literary 
appeal try Les Deux Magots or 
Cate de Flore on boulevard Saint 
Germain (St Germain M6tro), 
once favourite haunts of Simone 
de Beauvoir and Jean-Pa ul Sartre. 

No trip to Paris would be com- 
plete without a visit to a special- 
ist cheese shop, so after lunch 
head for the rue de Grenelle 
(rue de Bac Metro); Bathelemy, 
at no 5 1, is stocked with well over 
200 varieties, its Auvergne range 
being something of a speciality. 
Still on the cheese trail, take a trip 
over to Hdtei des Invalides (La 
Tour-Maubourg Metro) where, a 
few streets away at 12 rue du 
Champs-de-Mars, Marie- Anne 
Can tin has a wonderful range of 
properly ripened, truly French 


farmhouse fromages. 

Then, a real treat: determined 
window shoppers should dip into 
the genteel, clipped-poodle world 
of the 16th arrondissement. Take 
the Metro to Passy and stroll up 
rue de Passy glimpsing into the 
designer shops (Gerard Mate at 
no 37, Nadine Samson at no 52). 
Pause at the spacious perfume 
store Sephore (no 48), where, 
among the likes of Chanel and 
Dior, you can buy aromatic own- 
label soaps for Frl5 (£2); and at 
L’Entrepot next door, a loft-style 
shop selling an eclectic mix of rea- 
sonably priced goods from bun- 
dles of candles (FrSS) to waist- 
coats (around Fr300). But the 
place you’re really heading for is 
Franck et Fils (no 80), a smalt, 
stoically old-fashioned depart- 
ment store with designer labels, 
thick-pile carpets and hushed 
voices. You probably won’t want 
to buy anything here, but this is 
the voyeur’s ultimate shop. 

Heading back into central 
Paris, stop for tea and patisseries 
at one of the cafes spilling out into 
the tree-filled place de Passy. 
Here you can plan a gentle Sun- 
day of gallery gazing, when you 
probably won’t see as much of 
Paris - but then you've only got 
four Metro tickets left. 


french fares 


Paris 

a day-trip on Eurostar 
Mfrom Waterloo to Gare 
du Nord costs £95 if you 
book 14 days in advance. 
Make a weekend of it, 
and the fare drops to £87. 
Add-on fares are available 
from stations on the main 
lines from Manchester 

and Edinburgh. 

There are dozens of 
flight options at prices 
competitive with Eurostar 
if you stay over Saturday 
night. For example. Air 
UK (0345 666777) has a 
weekend fare of £107 
from Leeds/Bradford or 
£67 from Stansted. 

The train and SeaCat 
service from Charing 
Cross to Gare du Nord 
takes five and a half 
hours, compared with 
three on Eurostar, but 
costs only £59 return. 

Accommodation: the 
French tourist office 
publishes a list (in 
French) of over 1,400 
hotels, classified accord- 
ing to arroodisemenL 
The following are small 
and comfortable hotels in 
attractive areas, costing 
around £50 per night for 
two people: Marais, 2 bis 
roe Commines, Paris 3 
(48 87 78 27); Place des 
Vosges, 12 rue Birague, 
Paris 4 (42 72 60 46): 
Centre, 24 bis Rue Cler, 
Paris 7 (47 05 52 33). 

Calais 

T he fares war continues. 

[f the£l day return on 
Stena Line (01233 
647047) from Dover is 
too pricey, then buy the 
ticket through a branch of 
Going Places for only 99 
pence. Or check for 
offers from P&O Euro- 
pean Ferries (0990 
980980), Hoverspeed 
(01304 240241) or Le 
Shuttle (0990 353535). If 
you want to take a car, 
Stena charges £10 every 
day except Saturday, . 
when the price is £20. 
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Day Trips by Car from £U 


( Your Christmas shopping all wrapped up! ) 


®uty 
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DOVER -CALAIS NEWHAVEN - DIEPPE SOUTHAMPTON - CHERBOURG 

Here’s a Christmas gift of an offer from Stena Sealink Line! 

Enjoy a Day Trip to France between 20 November and 3 1 December from just:- 

• £10* per Car and • £1 per Car Passenger • £l by Foot 

•’£15 per Car on Dover to Calais for departures from Dover after 08.00 
and/or return from Calais after 15.00 during December. 

(With a £10 supplement per car for travel on Saturdays from Dover and Newhaven 
and Fridays from Southampton).^^ -^ nc * ro k el P you ger mto tiie 

Christmas spirit* there’s our jjKfrl amazing Duty Free offers 

on board, with as 

Ha much as 50% off UK prices. 


CHRISTMAS DUTY FREE OFFERS 


PRODUCT 

SAVING OFF 
UK EQUIVALENT 
PRICE** 

NORMAL 
DUTY FREE 
PRICE 

OFFER 

PRICE 

Beefeater Gin 1 Litre 

£6.50 

£9.75 

£ 8.49 

Finlandia Vodka I Litre 

£8.45 

£9.99 

Grant's Finest Whisky I Litre 

£6.17 

£10.50 

John Jameson Irish Whiskey 1 Litre 

£11.32 

£11.99 

Glenfiddich Malt Whisky 1 Litre 

£16.50 

£16.99 


Benson and Hedges Special Filter & Lights 200 

£16.61 

£14.99 

£ 9.99 

Fosters Export Lager* 50cl Case of 24 

£20.83 

£11.50 

£ 9.99 

John Smiths Bitter* 44d Case of 24 

£11.89 

£10.50 

£ 8.99 










BOOK NOW ON 0990 767676 

OR SEE YOUR LOCAL 

TRAVEL AGENT/MOTORING ORGANISATION. 

•Offer only applies when 5 or more cases are purchased. 

**These savings are off notional UK High Street prices for a 
comparable quantity, taking the average of prices established in 
a survey of UK Street outlets. Offers subject to normal HM 
customs limits and product availabilty. Duty Free is only 
available to adults 1 7 years and over. For booking and carriage 
conditions, see the current Stena Sealink Ferry and Fast Ferry 
Guide. On-board accommodation is compulsary on night 
sailings from S’thampton - ask for our special prices. Travel „. 
offers to be booked at least 24 hours in advance. frCSl 

n Stena Sealink 

LINE 

STENA LINE - THE WORLD’S LEADING FERRY 
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In Calais Serena Mackesy enjoyed 
fruits de mei; diabolo menthe, 
shopping and high camp. Phil, 
meanwhile, has a hangover 




something 
to declare 


Trouble spots . ^ r . _ 

TWs week's advice from our man in the Foreign Office 

China 

“The Trans-Siberian Railway is noted fot smuggling. Search 
your compartment for contraband before the journey com- 
mences and, thereafter, secure the door. 

“Areas bordering on Siberia, Pakistan, Vietnam, Laos and 
Burma are poorly policed. Drug smuggling and related 
crimes are on the increase in Yunnan. The Karakoram and 
Khunjerab pass routes can be hazardous and lawless.'’ 

Somalia 

“Due to the unstable security situation we advise against 
travel to Somalia.” 

Foreign Office travel advice: dial 0171-270 4129, check page 
564 on BBC2 Ceefax or access the Internet, 
http:llwww.fco.gov. ukl 


Visitors’ book 

Darjeeling tourist bureau 



If you're after cheap food, bead for rue de la i 


Photograph: Keith Dobney 


I wish ail India had been so 
friendly as here 
- Ronan Letort, France 


No better place to spend 
your birthday 
- Simon Bulhvant, London 


I t was Phil's 31st birthday the 
day we went to Calais. I'd 
never met Phil before and 
nor, I daresay, had the good 
burghers of the nearest 
French town to England, but 
we all knew well and good about 
bis birthday tty the end of the day. 

We first spotted Phil and the 
boys at 7.55am when the train for 
Dover left London. At 7.55am all 
I feel up for is strong coffee, but 
the boys were in full cry already. 
We muttered something about 
buffoons and sloped off to the 
front carriage. 

There are several tips one could 
offer to day-trippers to help them 
avoid looking too obviously like 
buffoons. The first and most obvi- 
ous would be not to turn up in 
matching sweatshirts emblazoned 
“Phil - the 31st birthday tour” and 
singing rugby songs. The second 
would be to avoid drinking before 
lunch time. But most of all, don’t 
forget your passport. I know we 
hear a lot of touchy-feely EC 
guff about global villages and 


open frontiers, but the bottom 
line is that until we have identity 
cards, the British are PNG sans 
passport Dover fenyport is fully 
of weepy- looking people turning 
round to spend the day at the 
White Cliffs Experience. 

Then again, the White Cliffs 
Experience is glamorous in com- 
parison to the Feny Experience. 
The problem with France these 
days is less the French than the 
British. We're everywhere, and, 
boy, are we ugly. Phil and the boys 
were upmarket in comparison to 
the rest of us: frizzy perms, shell 
suits, hot-pant framed cellulite 
and that endless checking of 
change. Those who didn’t colonise 
the bar lined the seats and packed 
down entire bottles of Bailey’s 
Irish Cream during the journey in 
order not to waste their duty-free 
allowance. 

Calais itself, though, is a 
delight. There's something so 
fecund about French provincial 
towns with their permanent “sol- 
des” signs and the faint whiff of 


drains in the streets. Buses from 
the ferry and hovercraft terminals 
drop you off outside the station. 
Hang a left from there, and the 
bureau de tourisme is about three 
minutes walk on your right. There 
you can pick up free maps and 
leaflets. They are all in French. No 
concession there, at least. 

Once you’re armed, you can 
either cany on toward the sea- 
front or retrace your steps to the 
streets of shops beyond the town 
hall. If you're after food, head for 
the sea, especially if you like 
shellfish. On the square formed by 
the rue de Therm es/rue dc la Paix 
is a plethora of bars and tabacs 
that sell moules frites for 45ff. If 
this weren’t France, this would of 
course be a pretty divine lunch. 
But there are greater things In 
store if you spend a bit more. 

On rue Jean-Pienre Avion, with 
a fine view of the container port 
and the stalls where the little 
shellfish boats sell their catch, is 
Le Grand Bleu fish restaurant 
The one drawback about this 


wonderful place is that rue Jcan- 
Pierre Avron isn’t actually on any 
map you'll have picked up. If, 
however, you follow the boulevard 
dc la Mer to the foot of the 
bridge you will find a sign for the 
restaurant The road to it leads up 
through a slightly ominous coun- 
cil estate. Don't be put off. 

We bad four courses — fruits 
de mer that brought tears to the 
eyes, grilled fish in saffron, cheese 
so a point that it would have gone 
for our throats the following day, 
patisserie and a bottle of lovely 
house plonk — for about £30 
each, while the big ships honked 
their way in and out of harbour. 

Meanwhile, in the “old-style 
English pub” opposite the theatre, 
the boys were pumping it up. 
Gangs of blokes don't generally 
go on day trips for the culture, of 
course. We, mind you, didn’t do 
a whole lot ourselves, apart from 
a quick wander round the Hotel 
de VIII e, a classic of camp embell- 
ishment with so many twiddly 
bits that you expected a giant 


bride and groom to take a huge 
knife to it. Then we caught a bus 
to a hypermarket for camembert 
and foie gras, and braved a pave- 
ment table and a diabolo menthe. 

Chacun, as they say, a son gout. 
In the dark, in the queue for the 
feny bus, Phil and the lads looked 
quite grotesque. They had shed 
most of their clothes; the beer was 
wanning them inside. It’s a funny 
thing about men: they may get too 
drunk to stand up, but they can 
still show the world their tummies. 
“We’ve got four people missing. 
Who's missing?” cried a bloke 
with a bum bag on his belly. “The 
guy who started the first round of 
‘Swing Low Sweet Chariot*. He's 
not here,” came a voice from the 
back. They sang another round in 
his memory. 

As we disembarked, we hung 
back and spoke to the driver. 
“Sorry ” said Claire, “I hope it’s 
not always like that.” He did that 
“beau ugh” kind of shrug that 
only the French can accomplish. 
“Pas tous Ies journdes,” he said 


Relaxed, intimate, cosy: just 
like sex 

- Maria Cardoso, Melbourne 

There is a hairy animal 
stealing cakes from our 
room. It’s true! 

- N Bose, Northants 


DEPARTURES 


I their battle for the hearts 
and grants of students. The 
1996 SZ4 Travel Guide 
includes the best of the Inde- 
pendent's Eat Your Way 
Around the World competi- 
tion, plus tips on flying, read- 
ing and drinking across the 
globe. STA has also produced 
Hip Hops: a Guide to Hap- 
pening Cities in Europe and 
America , which suggests visits 
to Robert de Niro’s bar in 
New Ybrk and Jim Morrison's 
grave in Paris. Campus Havel 
is giving away In Touch : the 


It’s a shame to see how 
every square inch of nature 
in and around Darjeeling 
has been converted into a 
rubbish tip. Queen of the 
hills? No: Queen of the 
\^ste 

- Illegible. Brussels 


Rough Guide to Student Tim'd, 
recommending booking a 
hammock on a trip up the 
Amazon or tracking gorillas in 
Uganda. Publications are free 
from respective branches of 
these companies. 

A second airport has been 
added to the American 
blacklist The FAA has posted 
signs at all US airports warn- 
ing that security procedures at 
Manila’s international airport 
cann ot be relied upon. The 
warning against Lagos air- 
port remains in force. 
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ATDL Spanish Harbour 0117 
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SECRET SPAIN. 1996 brochure 
now end. Traditional houses In 
-Green- Spain, near coast A 
mountains. Early Booking Dis- 
counts. 01449 736096. AITO 
Bonded. 

PtCOS DE EUROPA (N. Spain) 
Cantabrian Travel, 1M (01473) 
717143. 
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vohKte aafarts wUhtha vary 
bast guides. Superb wtkffifa 
Adventure with comlort 
Cal us to create imr Ideal safari. 
Phone John Burden on 
(01604) 26876 

A3FM9A 


A1 FOR AFRICA. 

CwelownAfemra/NaJrobJ. FOghte 
only, tailor made package * , 
ua/ad u, Orel 3 dub spectate. For 
further Wo and, our brochure cad 
Africa Travel Centre (0171) 
3888878. ATOL 3384. 

AFRICA TRAVEL CENTRE. 


HamAon House. 

66 Palmerston Rd 
Northampton. NN1 SEX. 



SELF-DRIVE 

toracanikstmyi 

ildfc mete Bang at 
nhBHKrarttlR. 
jtiefcribnJucir 
klipKtasaMtE 


GWffTRIVANDRUM 

★ 

★ 

^ fFTT] TRAVEL POWER • MON - FRI 9 - 7 » SAT 10 -2 

*i 0171 637 1 66851 ★ 



L/M/TEDsejts* 
AVAILABLE!!! 

A C C O M f,1 0 D ATI O TJ pt 
AND INSURANCE 
ALSO AVAILABLE 


Num> Travel 
0181 7831545 

MWV79* 


BUTTERFIEID'S Indian raBway 
Mum. Join our Special carriage 
and see tee reel ndta or Pakistan. 
01282470230. 


Turkey 




Turkey 


[O INDIA] 


FOR THE BEST 
HOLIDAYS TO INDIA 


iS^^CHOICE 

AyAIUU ItfjiS y^*^- 

lOOO'i of quality cottages 
throughout the country - 
choose a short break 
from £59 ora week's hofidzy 
/root £8$ per cottage 

1995 PRICES HELD 
CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS 


DISNEY. FLORIDA, three bed. two 
bathroom. Prime pod, sleeps B. 
1M: 01839 98465a 


FkrEast 


only: tailor nwie totfdms, safaris, 

first 8 did] specials. For farther VISIT VIETN AM. 24 hrs brochure 
kilo and brochure (0171) HnaTW 0171 7275289 
388887a ATOL 3384. 


Travel Writers 

& Photographers 
Course 

This Free Newsletter from 
The Morris College of 
Journalism shows you 
how to pay for 

your Domestic & 
imtunabonaJ travel 
and makfl money at 
the same tbne. 

F reephone 0800 371 500 


r In tmodeifh] locations i 
M Welcoming l<m prices. . 
PEIS. LINEN, Fl'EL INCLUDED 
COrawaD, Devon, Dorset. 1 
Noribft. SoAbBu Heart of < 
England. North Wdee, i 




[01756 702200 


English Country 
Cottages 

a AN UNUVALLBD 
rtiffifi* in England's 
loneliest areas. 

L Free 428 page 
ft colour brochure. 

| (01459) 852222 
SQdoiiBiXMHn) 


Activity Holidays 


LEISUREUT CYCLING A waUng. 
quatey holklaye In Nortolk. Com- 
lort our priority. Uneacortad.Bags 
carried. Mndmfll Way* 01603- 
871111 


Holidays Afloat UK i 


Christmas Breaks 




^ FESTIVE BREAKS 

Overlooking the golden bcacb of St Breladr's Bay 
VBortm. m if re noir medfor its traditional borpitaUty. 
cuisine and superb leisure JiacOtties 

Five nfgbt Christmas Break from££Q0 per person inclusive 
qfaR meats, JitU Christmas programme and entert ainment . 

Three Nfebt New Year Break from £$25 per person 
inclusive of Dimmer, Bed & Breakfast and enlerlainmcaL 
CaB now Jbr our festive brochure 


iTcfc 01534 43101 


Fax: 01534462691 


CHAMPAGNE XMAS. N.Vtar r— — , 

NMortobtcir^rS Cotswolds 

aidte, chef prop, gourmei menu, L 
npan lire. Rein A fat us attend 

your every need. Book wWHn COTSWOLDS WELCOME COT- 


48hra and arrive to comp cham- 
pagne. 3 days D.BAB C240PP. 
01283 933802. 


TAGES. Psta, Anan, fuel Inc. Mmy 
lees than £1 SO per week Oct-AprtL 
Brochure 01 798 70221 2 


Devon & Cornwall 

FORGET ABOUT DRIVING 
THIS CHRISTMAS 

Park yourself at the Belgrave Hotel. 

Sea Front, Torquay 
*★ FOR OUR SPECIAL XMAS PARTY irk 
Telephone: 01803 296666 AA**r*RAC 


English Country] 
Cottages 

hr* An inraiVAUBD 
IftS lI choice throughout 
Devon. 

ft snjCi Free 428 page 

colour broHmre. 

(01455) 852222 

QUOTEEI3D (llHn) 

SOUTH HAMS. 3 bed baa, water- 
front, an Mumner. (01548) 
560984. 

DEVON’S WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Peta, Inen, fuel Inc. Many Ibm 
than C l 50 ftte DcFAptfl. BrochiaB 
01756 TtOMrx 

FOWEY/POLHUAN. Chanteng 
etoerekla cottages with C/H i 
CT^arverta views, pats wtecoma. 
Open all yeer. Christmas A N.Yher 
vacandee. TbL 01 72S 87D409 


A FINE SELECTION of cottages on 
both coasts oi Cornwall and on 
ScByss Brochure avaRabte from 
Comlah Traditional Cottages. 
(01208) 872 559. 7 day personal 


HELFORD RIVER Bishops Quay. 
Romantic waterfront has skis & 
Use of dinghies. AvaCf afl yc CH + 
log STB. TO (01326) 221297 

OLD BREWHOUSE , Bosraatte. 
Spado ue . comlortabla. harbour 
cottage. Sips ft. Own pcrtdrm and 
garden. Spectacuter Nattonal 
Trusi location. Doga welcoma. 
Available Christmas and New 
Vtar.TOOl 793731693 

DARTMOOR. Xmaa/Naw year 
brooks. Secluded Mtee Captain's 
house In 0 woodland acres. Spec- 
tacular National Park views; 
Heaps 3; log Ore; moorland wafts; 
co—l n'by. AvaD afl year. 01822 


Dorset 


CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 
IN BOURNEMOUTH 


DORSET'S WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Pels, Bn on. fuel fact Moat lees 
then El 50 per week Oct -April. 
01758702204 

XMAS IN LYME REGIS specious 1 
bedroom flat in charming 

Regency townhouea, stunning 
see views. Wax. (01297)443001 


If you wish, to advertise in this 
section please telephone the 
_ Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 



Winter breaks In Nterbte and 1898 
brochure team i ng costal vSages. 
tetandj, totes and mourtalne. 
Special accoPHnodaUoii, 
new desttnarions. 


BETTER DEALS te Switzerland. «s 
fr £ 99 .earhtrefr 2 149 Inc . Cthv. 
lupus Travel 01092 533030 B 3 S 58 
ATOL 2551 ABTA. 
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The Taklamakan Desert is one 
of the last unexplored places 
on earth. It is a so one of 
the most dangerous. 

Charles Blackmore crossed it 
and lived to tell the tale. 

By Angela Lambert 


T here are very few awfully big 
adventures left and very few 
awfully British heroes. Late 
Victorian and Edwardian 
children's stories used to spe- 
cialise in them - modest men 
in solar topees; laconic chaps with 
a gentle streak and a chivalrous 
manner towards women. They 
always had fair hair and keen bine 
eyes (the hair was bleached by the 
sun and the eyes narrowed by 
squinting into far horizons). They 
were part of the unspoken superi- 
ority complex of the British Empire, 
inculcated in the nursery by books 
such as Conan Doyle’s The Lost 


chant banker, but above all, intre- 
pid explorer. 

Blackmore’s great adventure con- 
sisted of leading an Anglo-Chinese 
expedition across one of the last 
unexplored places on earth, the 
Taklamakan desert in western 
China. Its name means “once 
entered you never come out” but 
local people call it the Desert of 
Death. He recalled the dangers and 
exhilaration of that amaring trek, for 
my benefit, one golden Sunday 
morning in the calm drawing-room 
of his family house in Hampshire. 

The team he led was composed 
of four Britons (one of them, the 


World or (my own favourite) Jock of party’s medical officer, a woman); 
die Bushveld by Sir Percy Fitzpatrick, an American photographer, four 


These days you no longer find such 
men in fiction, let alone in real life. 
Or so I thought, until I met Charles 
Blackmore: ex- Army officer, roer- 


an American photographer; four 
Chinese, 30 camels and six camel- 
handlers. It later turned out that the 
''camel-handlers” had never han- 
dled a camel before, but were long- 


travel • overseas, uk 




A classic tour of the Middle Kingdom 
with the people who know it best 

At China Travel Service we are not only China's foremost 
AArour operator, we are part of the landscape. 
jL Md us China is home and we take pride in 
being able id show you pans of it unseen by 
other tour groups. In Beijing after the 
grandeur of the Forbidden City and the 
Temple of Heaven we take our guests on a 
rickshaw tour of the hucongs or back streets 
for a more intimate view of contemporary 
Chinese life. At the Great WWI we opt 
for a picnic at Jinshanling. miles from the 4 
crowds and the vendors. In the superb 
opera house at the charming Gongwangfo Palace we enjoy a 
wonderful Peking Opera performance. At Chengde we escape like former 
Qing emperors to the cool hills and palaces of the imperial summer 
residence. All these are in addition to the usual highlights of the Middle 
Kingdom - Xian's Terracotta Army, the waterfront of Shanghai, the gardens 
and canals of Suzhou and the river cruise through the spectacular hills of 
Guilin. At China Travel Service, China is more than just another destination. 


GOLDEN CHINA TOUR 
I9W Departures, prices 
and (Stage supp): 

Mar 2ft Apr H £W5 (275) 

May 2. May 16 £1755 (295) 

Junt. Julll £1795 f 170) 

Aug IS £1865 (270) 

Sep 5. 19. Oct 3. 17 . . . £1795 (295) 

Nov 7 £1750 (280) 

Dec S £1670 (200) 


For tours of China, talk to the experts 
we’re at home in the Orient, 
tee 24 bnr late tat a* uf«b tatei - 
01233 211818 (j 

Rub qa* rat 0 25/11 1 


★ China Travel Service (UK) Ltd M 
CTS House. 7 Upper St Martins Lane 
London WC2H90L 

CTS TetOI7l-836 9911 Rdc 0171-836 3121 


5% off basic tout price on bookings made direct with CTS 
before 31 December 1995 (save up to £186 per couple) 






East Anglia 


The Lake District 


Norfolk 


NORFOLK/SUFFOUCS Wotcome J HEART OF THE LAKES a 0 1 a ct ed I BLAKENEY AMD HJIOHFOLK. 


Cottages. Pots, Hnan. fuel Inc. 
Many IBM that El 50 p/wfc Oct- 
Aprfl TaL Q1 7S6 702205 


eottagoa. Ml ETB Inspected 6 
graded. In central Lakeland. For 
Brochure TeL 01S394 32321. 


Charming Tudor cottage In lovely 
secluded setting, sips 8-9. 40 
rrVns coeel and Constable coun- 
try. Week & weekend lets. TW 
(0181)2075019 


Siowemariurt). HUCTHWATTE HOUSE Wlndennare 


Thomaanuw Road, avortoohlno 
laka. Afl roams ensuite (soma wMi 
Jacuzzi beats) Sauna TV, taa- 
mttfeig. Saw, l>to Steam Room 

end heated indoor pool solely for 

our gueata use. 2 nights, Scourve 
Dinner BAB Incl. VAT only 139. 3 
■tights only £130. Brochure: 
(015384) 43636. 

LAKE DISTRICT Welcome Cm- 
ragee. Ptte, Ur>«n, fuel Inc. Many 
loss Don £150 p/w Ort-ApriL 

, Brochure TgL 01 756 702206 

CONNEMARA CO. GALWAV Cash* 

House Howl- Gardena Restaurant CON1STON. SOUTH LAKES. Sun 


Ireland 


and Riding Stabtee. TeL (00363) 
9531001. Fax 31077. 

JHJSH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS across 
ad Ireland. Over 300 Individual 
cottages & tMTOhousot. Tourist 
Bean) approved discs* 660688 
CMiri). 

SHAMROCK COTTAGES. W 
Colour Brochure out soon. ATTO. 
TeiephanQ 01 BZ3 681 060. 


Hotel * hw spectacular toeatton 
tor ConWon Faifc. Good food, 
good bare, tonlfy-tm Whiter 
Frl+Sat £25-27.50 p-p^Mt. B+B, 
except Bank Hols, Men Year etc. 
TO to* mtomek breaks (015394) 
41348. 

NON SMOKING COTTAGE tar 6. 
Western edge Lakfl*. Avail. 
Xmas/New Thar. TaL (01786) 
83*515 
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LONDON 

■••rill lavr* »i 
ClKnallM lllin 

089 1 - 87 - 10 - PLUS 

What's on this Week — ..10 Getting to the Akports—i 5 
What's on for Children _ 1 1 Accommodation Advice. 16 

Pbces to Visit for Ch3d"en. 1 2 Sundays in London 30 

Popular Attractions 13 River Trips 31 

CM cm ItopernMegwatejndlllpiKrinroieMteaB'trtniB Manna’ 
uppM M cpteto dri, o, tie unkn Team Bara 


NorthWest 



27th, 28th 29tb ft 30ft 


Rdn After Cbitonus & Pwjmtb 
F or lh> Nc™ "Abb 

at* Wjflo Ol Si Anne* Piansudc 
Tnx Hy Ptndi Bv CV» Open Bw 
C . nrtefai Onras 

£35 Dimter Bed & Breakfast 

A*-him*crQf Aigto 
Far Fftncn Wtan Tun Propfe Shanr 

fefcA ,4M *** 


Northumbria 


Sussex 


SEDLESCOMBE. Nr Bettis. Brick- 
well Hotel Tudor Mange Log Are. 
Any 2 nights £B5pp DUB. Mr* I 
■ccom free, pay ortyCB) tor Meat I 
6 dtonoc W (01424) 870253- 


Wales 



NORTHummA-s wuccKno Cot- 
tages. Pets, linen, fuel Inc. Many I 
tees than Cl SO p/w Oc« -April. Tel. SNOWDONIA COASTLINE. Uoyn 


01758 702217 

SUPERB COTTAGES . Northum- 
brio. Vw* Dates, lakes, Pasta. For 
brochure Teh (01244) 345700. 


The Peak District 


Scotland 


peninsula sea-sido and country 
cottages, caravans to let Netyn 
Hois. (0758] 720074. 

N. WALES WELCOME COTTAGES 
. Low prices. Pots, Hnan, fuel 
htefejoed. Uoei less than ft GO per 
weak Oct/April. 80 page cotow 
brochure. TO. 01 756 7022D6 

COAST A COUNTRYSIDE. Colour 
brochure ofSOOtarmhousWcot- 
tagas throughout Watea. Afl tourist 
board inspoeMd/graded. wiles 
HcftJays [(7168B) BSSSB7. 


Superbly converted, heated bams 
wtottvn cottage. Stpa4M7l0. Dta- 
aEXad todUkm. Short breaks rafl* 
Bfato.TO (01 28^ 587504 


If you 
wish to 
advertise in 
this section 
please 

telephone the 
Travel Team 
on 

01712932222 


Country CoiUmar 
in Steatinnd 

Exceptional hoUday 
properties in the most 
bca oritu l sreas of Scotland. 
sue » pace bbootuu 
Ring (ouzs) umii 

QUOTE 52M (M Hn) 



COTTAGES & HOUSES afl over the 
Wes? Country, over 400, vMdly 
deacribedteer ratsefc colour 
brochure, H&pM HoBdeys. 
Caontbe 73. Chsgtort. Devon. 
T013 B0F. W 01647 433693. 


SCOTLAND’S WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . PMt. Bnen, lusl Inc. Many 
toss than £150 p/w OcMpriL 
Colour brotWe- 18L 01766 
702313 

GALLOWAY AT CHROTMAS. Uttad 
seaHrois house. 9p» Bln* ro oms. 

Zbttirms. open Are, gardortdogi 

wtfcpgia. Aaoevea. other ynwer ) YOWt up TO ^ Afl tadWtea. 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


breaks. 61704 641032. 
SCOUAND Spetaflsta Otooaa tram 


Brochure. Haworth Court Hotel. 
(01904)425156. 


over 445 ««5«L (01218) VOBKBHrei^W^Crt; 
44S73B (UA 107) togos. Pals, Brnn. fuel Inc. Many 

lees Uteri £150 p/w Oct-Aprfl. Rti. 

"T - 1 01756702309 

Suffolk I YOmflSDAtes, Moore. Coast Pot* 

* 8 lake dMricLHoldey Ceita York- 

shire 01 756 700872 

NR SOOTHWOLDt onsufls fWB l<* ( YORKS DALES. Moors, Coast, ftatai 


tranquil Cl 6th IvMhousa 
E17J0PP 01 90B 873117 


S lai® dtetrttAHdktetCcna York- 
shire 01756 700872 


distance lorry drivers; a misunder- 
standing that could have cost every- 
one their lives and certainly jeop- 
ardised the expedition's success. 
This mixed bunch set out in Octo- 
ber 1993 to cross 800 miles of the 
world’s least hospitable desert and 
Charles Blackmore’s mesmerising 
account of their journey has just 
been published. 

At the time be was Major Biack- 
more, about to leave the Army after 
14 happy years in the Royal Green 
Jackets. He launched on the expe- 
dition for fun, to fill a gap in his fife, 
to prove something. Why, I asked. 

“I had always assumed Fd spend 
my life in the Army. I was about to 
troome lieutenant-colonel and sud- 
denly I felt I wanted to see who 
Charles Blackmore was, outside all 
that It was a tremendous gamble. 
Tina [his wife] was pregnant; we 
were in the middle of moving bouse 
- and I threw eveiything up in the 
air. Our world changed and the only 
thing I could hang on to was my abil- 
ity to get this expedition off the 
ground. The chances of its success 
T put at about 5050; the chances of 
coming out alive about 60:40. Tina 
felt very strongly that I wouldn’t 
come back. Nobody had ever done 
that route; we went into it blind. In 
the event it took 59 days to cross the 
800 miles from west to east, and the 
desert was very kind to us.” 

Anyone reading his extraordinary 
account of that crossing will wonder 
at the use of the word “kmd”. The 
team suffered unspeakable, not to 
say undignified, hardships: dysen- 
tery, extremes of temperature from 
110F to -40Fi severe thirst and dehy- 
dration; the loss of part of their 
precious water supply. 

“The desert was kind,” Blackmore 
explains, “in that when we were at 
the limits of our own endurance and 
the camels had gone without water 
for seven days, we managed to find 
water. We didn't experience the 
Taklamakan r s legendary sandstorms. 


And we never hit the raw, biting 
desert cold that would have totally 
immobilised us. 

“That’s not to say that we weren’t 
fi ghting against hurdles the whole 
time. The fine sand got into every- 
thing, especially blisters and wounds. 
The high dunes were torture to 
climb, for us and for the heavily 
laden camels: which often rolled 
over on to us. What drove me on 
more than anything else was the 
need to survive. We had no contin- 
gency plan. Neither our budget, nor 
time, nor the Chinese liaison 
allowed one. The Chinese are very 
scared of the desert, which they 
believe is inhabited by demons and 
spirits. No aircraft ever flew over us. 
Once we got into the sand hills we 
were completely on our own. 

“1 knew I had the strength of mind 
for the trip but I was very scared of 
my physical ability to do it I remem- 
ber day one, after the pageantry of 
the farewell by the local people - 
who were convinced we were going 
to die - we sat at the edge of the 
desert and it was such an inferno 
that you couldn't breathe. I thought, 
‘Golly, we’ve got to do it now!’ At 
that moment I was a very scared 
man." 

If it was like that at the beginning, 
how did they feel by the end? “When 
you've walked for 600 miles you're 
not going to duck out You’ve 
endured so much; you’ve got so 
much behind you. We were very thin 
but very muscular and sinewy 
despite our physical exhaustion. My 
body was well-toned and my legs 
were like pistons. I could walk over 
anything.” 

Midway through the book, Black- 
more describes lying in the desert 
gazing up atafull moon, thinking of 
his family. When he got home he 
learnt that his middle son had moved 
his bed so as to be able to see the 
moon and think of his father. How 
conscious was he of the ordeal it 
must have been for them? 


300 mfles 


sJfcfife’!' 


Taklamakan 

..Desert 

CHINA 


j TIBET i 

Tina was remarkable. I didn’t 
realise at the time how much I’d put 
her through. She was very brave and 
I couldn’t have done it without her 
back-up. At the lowest points of the 
trip I was very conscious of my 
responsibility towards her and my 
three sons. As the journey went on 
I felt the fear of them growing up 
without me, and I couldn’t bear the 
thought. But Td had a dream and I 
wanted to see it through. 

“Inside me ...” and here at last he 
conies dose to answering my initial 
question, “there’s a man struggling 
to find peace with himself. When I 
doubt myself now, I go back to the 
thought of the desert and think, well, 
we managed to pull that together. As 
a personal achievement, I feel 
prouder of that expedition than of 
anything else I’ve done. Yet in terms 
of a lifetime’s achievement I think 
having three sons and bringing them 
up in a happy way - against that 
yardstick, the desert does not mea- 
sure up; does not compare.” 

Has Charles Blackmore found 
peace? “No. I yearn for the chal- 
lenge - for the open spaces - the 
purposefulness of it all. We were 
buoyed up by the sense of purpose. 
I find it difficult now to be part of 
the uniformity of modern life.” 

The Worst Desert on Earth' by 
Charles Blackmore is published 
by John Murray at £16.99 
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I s there a plot to dissuade 
Brits visiting China in the 
run-up to 1997?”, asks 
Thomas Moore of Reading. 
“I recently considered visit- 
ing China for a couple of 
days while on holiday in 
Hong Kong, but was put off 
by the cost of a visa: £25. Had 
I been Irish, I would have 
been charged just £8. And 
what has China got against 
the Brazilians? An annual 
multi-entry visa will cost 
them £453, nine times the fee 
for the Irish.” 

The price of a visa has lit- 
tle to do with the principles 
of supply and demand, and 
lots to do with international 
diplomacy. Britain chooses to 
impose high fees against 
many potential visitors, and 
the price that other countries 
charge us is a reflection of 
this policy. So before you go 
to Jordan, for example, con- 
sider emigrating. A British 
passport holder pays £20 for 
a tourist visa, while Aus- 
tralians get in free. 

Travellers with the benefit 
of an Irish ancestry can get a 
passport from the Republic; 
it is also a less contentious 
document in many parts of 
the world than a British pass- 
port. The rest of us. Includ- 
ing Mr Moore, can merely 
hope that Britain cuts official 
tics with China. The cost of 
a visa for citizens of a coun- 


try with no diplomatic rela- 
tions with the People’s 
Republic is just £7. 

T he controversy in the UK 
about a national ID scheme 
raises the question about car- 
rying identification abroad. 
Until and unless Europe 
shrugs off its frontier con- 
trols, you need a passport to 
go any further than the 
Republic of Ireland. 

Once in Europe, you 
would be forgiven for think- 
ing that the best place for 
your passport is in the hotel 
safe. To do so is to put your- 
self in contravention of all 
sorts of laws. From Belgium 
to Bolivia, everybody has to 
be someone and cany official 
identification. In Spain, how- 
ever, there is an alternative. 

You have to photocopy 
your passport (not the whole 
thing - just the business 
end). You are then required 
to take this to a police sta- 
tion for it to be authenti- 
cated, and then get on with 
your holiday - if there is any 
of it left. For holidaymakers 
who are unsure whether this 
is actually a good idea, there 
is help at hand. The Ministry 
of Justice and the Interior 
suggests you call a free- 
phone number, 900 150000, 
whereupon “you will get an 
answer in several lan- 
guages”. 


L ast weekend the first of 
British Airways' new Boe- 
ing 777s finally took to the air 
on a flight to Dubai. If y OU 
want to sample the state-of- 
the-art aircraft, but your 
travel plans do not extend to 
the Middle East then in the 
New Year you can get on 
board for only £77 - the 
price of a ticket from London 
to Paris and back. 

Careful which flight you 
lake, mind. BA plans to staff 
Lhe new plane with 12 cabin 
crew - unless the number of 
Club class passengers is 60 or 
more, when another two staff 
are added. So if only 59 pas- 
sengers are in the front of the 
plane, the crew to passenger 
ratio will be much lower that 
if there were 60 high-flyers. 
Anyone travelling economy 
and feeling like a laugh could 
tiy a jolly jape. Count the 
Club passengers; if there are 
59, pay for an upgrade and 
enjoy the services of the two 
extra crew laid on especially 
for you. 

Y ou may recall the tractor 
and muck-spreader on the 
railway line in Hertfordshire 
in September, which brought 
train services in and out of 
London Euston to a com- 
plete halt and left me and 
tens of thousands of others 
stranded. I sent my Euston- 
Fort William ticket off for a 


refund and the “appropriate 
compensation” promised by 
a BR executive at the time. 
Within a month, British Rail 
replied with an apology 
about the series of calamities 
the following morning: pas- 
sengers who had stayed the : 
distance apparently got to 
sleep at Euston overnight, 
but then the planned con- 
nection at Glasgow failed to 
work as planned. So BR 
booked a coach, which failed 
to turn up, and passengers " 
finally arrived by taxi, half a 
day late. 

If you were among this- 
unhappy group, you should 
have received compensation 
of half tiie fare you paid. 
Meanwhile, those of us who 
admitted defeat and can-- 
ce lled our weekend plans are . 
still waiting. 

M y assertion from India that 
there has been no total 

solar eclipse in Britain this 
century has been countered 
by a reader from Essex, who 
writes: “My parents and I wit- 
nessed one m upper 
Wbarfedale in the early sum- 
mer, sometime between 1926 
and 1928. It was soon after , 
dawn; although daylight, it', 
did become dark again, bat 
because of cloud we did not- 
see totality. There were 30-40 
cars and bikes and other 
campers there by the river.” ‘ 
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1 Tel: 0171 293 2222 


WWW Christmas gift guide 


Fax: 0171 293 2505 




Fashion 



Gifts for the F&mfly 



Health & L eisure 

The Best Gi ft Fo r You Or A Loved One! 

STOP SMOKING EASY FOR GOOD 

FREE weight Control hypno tape! 
FREE flatten your stomach! 

90 day money back guarantee! 
it doesn't matter how much or how long you've smoked. 
It can help you stop where others feiL A new discovery 
by therapist Chris Neo. The smoking antidote everyone 
has waited for. Send Cheque/P.O's for £19.95 inc. P&P 
or Credit Card No. & Exp. Date to: M0V 

Chris Neo Direct (Dept 1N47). 47 Broolunan's Avenue. 
Brockman's Park. Herts. AL9 7QH tc) Ctais N« CCNG Ud 


NOT ANYMORE thanks to tlv 
House of PcBi PENS DEVELOPER 
GUARANTEED to work through 
VACUUM FORCED INFLATION 

OR YOUR MONEY BACK 
Comb vwm rju. esna^rews 

H SPECIAL OFFER oak/t.9, 95 
n tw'stiO.. arm tem rw!! 
ft PmCfrwvaEJWifflY Ossh 
a Cmt Pitmen GexrCx> 

I tkm it Pw tor 419 ftmv W.t- 
COLESHtL , Bamtomm RJ6 JRL 
Catos welcome O8of rat X02BH 


CALLING CLASSICAL 
ENTHUSIASTS 

CHAN DOS RECORDS, one of 
the luigeu ami nxH rtspccied 
independent ethnical b bcF, ra 
the L'JC. b do* nuking U» 
pTrvlip<ji«s C.DV L Fs and 
ciwur* available 1 ihmach 
CHANDOS DIRECT 
Compel dive price* and snjJi 
delivery 10 >oin door. 

For a free analogue pleaw 
contact Steven Ruud! at 
Chaodos Direct, 
Commerce Way. Co! Chester 
Essex C02 8HQ 
Tel: 01206 794000 



Win a Prize I 

In Our Easy 
To Enter 
Christmas 
* Competition 

The Independent in association with 
Carluccio'a is offering,^ special box full of 
delicious Christinas goodies every Saturday 
until 9th December in our Christmas Gift 
Guide Competition. Every week the first 
correct postcard pulled out of the Christmas 
sack will win the special prize. 

How To Enter 

There are five questions, numbered one to 
five, hidden amongst the Christmas Gift 
Guide advertisements. Once you have found 
them, you must find the answers. These are 
located within the advertisements. Send 
your answers, together with your name, 
address and daytime telephone number on a 
postcard to: 

Christmas Gift Guide Competition No. 9 
Marketing Dept, 19th Floor, 
Independent, 

One Canada Square, Canary Whar£ 
London E14 5DL 

Closing date for Competition No. 9 is 
Wednesday 29th November 1995 


Wanted 

9 Pre-Owned 
HWrbtvddm 
Highest Prices 
LI paid in CASH 
B cal the 

m ux - 

M Specialists 


03. WHAT IS THE telephone mmK 
bar of mo oornpany who can help 
you ban surplus and wtatftal fma 
into pure fresh |utce7 

I Gifts for Him || 


Unusual Gifts 


Unusual Gifts 


llllilM 

HAND-ROLLED HAVANAS 
DOMINICANS 
HONDURANS 

fonmj’m.BRoaum 
TE/FAE 01625 572090 

WILLY WARMERS 
FROM AFRICA 

Civnijmc. luiulmKtc. mlxil. 
(ladiiiroul male nrjdvrw. 1 T 
trnai 

ONLY A~ W • it |«p. 
I'fcfcr nw NOV and kevp l«*ur 

Ijviainii- Mil* s.arm lhi> Xitij. 

r^fHl"! /"i ‘I tu 

Aim.’-VN ■ Hr;* IN’I u U-Hik., 
La IK Kuiiiiil Miller ■ai" 

TH nls-1 tijn 
iM\tBn.\mi&rATar 


For brochurr or to ” 
hn Clmtnui sift nadm cil 

0800851 871 


Gifts for Her 


y Uhlg 

\,^rnra.di 

A cfttecthw of 

lutHrwu.tly 
feminine 
iiiH/rrie unO 
nightwear 
mutt tf whir it I 
i> pure mUc 
nth exqauite 
lore unJ/ttr 
mrhnadety 


SiTiHI 1 ’ OSH (iiltTitarOtj:; 
m Natural A farm Clock 
dawn sknutator as featured 
on Radio 4's Science Now, 
3rd on TV and the press. 
The Naomi Aims dude 
coptos rufure.. prancing a 
ganaa gramng 
dawn kght at a 
tkno that you 
choose. Your 
-£'\ rtsmat body 
eta* responds 
A Wld you Mfca 

^ J r ~ -up boner 

BEST IN TEST D.T« Jan » 

Yw •MBonaari sarin 

Dm pattest WaMp *Bt I 

Outside in. Freepost 1071 IN . 
by Drayton. Cambnoge 
CB3 7BR. * 01954 211.055 




ii 





rufEgmoh™ 
TH.01132555S50 fakb&ibieib: 


Bred hw he yuo _ 

lo mum CtwowubwJ^yyNr-*^ 
«i 1010 ponorul I ^v A 

■wares' An owl pH lA((K 

b fa* M) a r 7 )/ > 

30 YELLOW 
DAFFODILSi&Mil 

bmnNMfelqi POCTFWl'WI 
Sonoowqoo wtoociV^j no YS 
rtiourpown O wmoi a V 

GROOM BROS LTD’ 

FREEPOST IlMMMaOna 

NuKtflo* SoiMna. Unca PEI Z S8fl 
or Pnoa. (CrMO cue* cm,l 


FbrSale 


A BIRTH DATE Newspaper. Free- I 
phone (MOO) 906609. 

02. WHICH COMPANY CAN sup- 
ply you with a full etas, fuB colour 
reproduction of a document that 
shaped history? 


House and Home 


D octet *jkJ HBtwBH 
Yjmffussa 

c son gold InsM ua am 
ijsiif rsia jai comes cowfefe y* 
vnej sort :utner xam. UrcHQtie 
oue at £25.95 QurameeQ br 12 
TOtans. Vn 1 csflteimirt 
Clock«ork & Seam. Pse CSd ejkery, 

24 3rauier 3d. foot ear .‘IcrtoB 
MH26G1 7eL 31227 35BB80 
: u 01227 35338B 
Nea cattfoffue eniUie. Price C2. 

^ FRUIT PRESSES 
Sc CRUSHERS 
I 19 TnwntasWvtabCM 

• uui. A uonr .if 

TTT ukSncv mnUt (■< juice, hie 

jj I \ t jjrr imtny 

Pto*v lira £V • camift 
tipi rtl bflklwv QnlHn. ' 
Drmo EII5.VN | 
taWCSMIlWOfcl 

CU. WHO CAN SEIO pwBanoBMd 
Dora to your tamBy and Mends lor 
CMsnua? 


FITTED HOME OFFICES 





TEN out Of TEN & co 


Superbly designed, 
manufactured & fitted to 
your exact requirements. 
Affordable combinations 
of fine fitted furniture in 
a variety of modern & 
traditional styles & finishes. 


Tel: 0181 688 0030 Fax: 0181 680 


UNUSUAL LITTLE 
PRESENTS 

FOR CHILDREN (MAINLY) 
AND ADULTS 

The Hawkin catalogue (48 A4 pages 
of colour photographs and intelligent 
description) offers a unique mixture of 
things you thought had gone for ever 
and things you never knew existed, 
it is an unrivalled source of simple but 
inspired presents, many of them cost' 

| mg less than £1, real old-fashioned 
stocking-fillers, things which amaze, 
amuse, entertain and even educate. 

FREE CATALOGUE 

sent by return 

01986 782482 

HAWKIN & Co. 

SL Margaret - Harieston - Norfolk IP20 OIN 

1 LOVERS 1 Romantic 
Christmas Stockings 

A iwuitoc beginning to Christmas for ytxir favourite person. 

Chouse a stocking for him or her, filled with those extra 
little presents to surprise and delight: Lovers Sock, heart ! 
bookmark, lovers candle, champagne truffles, sensual 
massage oil and much more. 

Call 01763 853 800 for a FREE catalogue of these 
and other Rifts Tor couples, or write to: 

Lovers Limited (INI), The Bam Yard, Steeple Maiden, 
Roysuan, Hens SGS 0RN. 

Your Bill of Rights and the Talisman of English Liberty 

^ MAGNA CARTA 

The document that shaped history, holds the fundamental 
rights of the English, influenced Parliamentary Democracy 
and the State and National Constitutions of North America. 
For full size, full colour reproduction with translation 
and background leaflet; 

£6.93 inclusive. Cheques /POs * name, address tu: 

SOLIDUS $ BOOKS j 

79, Radwinler Road, Saffron Walden, Essex CB11 3HY ' 

JIGSAW PUZZLES MADE FROM 
YOUR PHOTOS 
An Original Gift for Everyone 

11 m * i™ - 2*1 pieces - ill** 1 ok. pttp 
I Im x l*4n - lit pieces - Xt I V* inc. 

I tin t ISm ■ (iO pieces - j 10 19 me. pdLp 

I Itn t an - tn paves - KM Inc pttp 

To order, rend an r stsepMo > returnable i and payment to 

ABTYZAN. Dept ms. Falrholmc Farm, 

14 Croydon Lane, BraMcad, Surrey SM7 SAN 
Telephone: 0181-740 5^39. Pinna aBo w t- 10 days Jttr deOoety 


Classic Photographs of 
THE ANTARCTIC 
Limited Edition Fine Art 
Photographic Prints of 
the Antarctic by 
Frank Hurley 
of Shaddebon's 1914 
British Trans-Antarctic 
Expedition. 

Allas Limited 
Editions 

FOR CATALOGUE 
CALL 

lei: (01 71) 486 41 95 
fax: f0171 14875036 


S Eranfawasadne saved a 
P lhsl6G-l993L Also % 
StEtinNw^apcoftwa : 
01?. R^faprscadio*. , 
Saaifcn ifapsch 
REMEMBER WHEN I 


I * LOCAL 

v8H MWVV Operator 

^^pBalloon 

Over SOO sttsts Nationwld* 
cafi FREE DOW 

0800 132090 

QIPT VOUCHERS 
ALL WUVOft CREDIT CARDS 


Dandy 

X^^ ean .° 

Ccnoina angtnal CGHUCS 
TOR BIRTHDAY WEEK 
ItMO'i - IPSO 1 * 

1 Comics By Rost 

SprinAficld. woodsetts, 

i W orksop S81 1QD 

*BT tM 01909 509428 

hi 01909 596900 BBBT 

[^KELLY KETTLE 

§ TV Volcano 
Wuer BoSer >an be 
uuvl amufen'. 
anylime. Up l> > 2 pints 
tavfcnguaiiM, vdhi 
kvidU r J mi^. 
£38-30 me pSp lUKl 
kefiv Rcole Co Ud 
Evdnn. Ctavniuv 
TtalluiiD NN11 6FH 
Fa ntjjrjMMti 

Q-1. WHO SUPPUES photographic 
prints of ShacUoton'E 1914 British 
Ttaun-AutuiiJk: Expedition? 


ACORN MOBILITY 

EASI-FIT STAIRLIFTS 

Hade ent|iiiria wdcorae ft«r oor new DC Powered Stairttft 

• Buy direct from the • • 
manufacturer 

• One hour #i [7 j' 

installation || f fl ' 

time iWr 


You Survey — We deliver — You fit 


■^7 


*^5r v 




nme ddw and aik far TkAOC Saus 

B 01274 722600 


AN ENGLISH LIT BATEAU 

Crafted in our Gioncestersbire uvrksbops in 
Vjjj ' mahogany, cberryuvod etc. 

*750.00 


A SUPERB ORDNANCE SURVEY MAP CENTRED ON YOUR HOME | , f 

How would you like a unique 

created from the excellent onfameSawyiMs 

\ ^ nance Survey Landranger • nB5kB P effBd ® f1s 
series with your town or viB^e in the centre? 

With yaw cap the sun uuHEagiuiuiuiuity aid countrewiie comet aiiw 
aidt fuDrixdcm largr icale daail ( I indies to 1 sdek Yuur aaraB- [ 

TV- I- * TV nalV nap nvanin K 7A W -r TA 9 J«vi thy ttm 

6 odes ■pare- tiouxi the selected paim. Ycnr anp is tasninatnl f 

.. f mryn iiiioi in flexible phaicl, mot m ied 00 wdd bamd md 

E . . JSB| ' 1 d*n edged ina txminvod tnxikfiag (aho 

■Jps) rahUt bminwil only). The hniiiuted THE 

Vmr .-L BnMtwidmvwiriiBpvBtiialy buhNnidtte. PERFECT 

Complete satisfaction guaranteed or your money cheerfully refunded \ CHRISTMAS 
C Cmwn copyrtfla ~ ' GIFT 

?07ip ting 0171-7^ 0297 to ..xdcrn^QgxenJ PWCfc £49.95 - Wbrt.4 raaaKiraf «^f ] .„ « 

tht» axjfxxi ro- Map Marketing Lri FREETOST Lexlxi SW6 £29.95 - Imimttdmdf 1 

13k HIHHi 1 mdnv a chruur l.v £ 

f m fta.refa*i ih p B >R4 i iaa*r amoimijp. 

S| pteue duryc mi ciniu cud KOvmi (Ed fia MM~ 


C omplete sc 


GIFT 




Ihjae & aanieu esua) 


‘MOKFHEUg- 


Pf Heausu4motm4nag*Mv oatrafaK 


| | tanina bytn | | Smn | [ han/tonCwf j [Tm 


M T 


Greetings 


Italian Christmas Catalogue of fine 
Italian food packed deliciously. 

Delivery nationwide. 

For personal or company gifts. 

Please telephone us on 
01712405710 
or Fax 0171 497 1361 


Gifts for Children 

Qflew- (J)edal <J)eny. 

We note have 
ai'ailable to the 
public for the first 
time, the hand-built 
Pedal Pony. 
Delivery of this 
thrilling children's 
tricycle is still 
possible for Christmas if ordered this week. 
For further information please telephone/fax: 

01243 820685 


TjOCXTCU language magazine 
JT K r.l\ L-iXT for uk readers 

10 Vie Outre-Mtvctt* cm k- aupttuli: cn trm^ae. pour le> irclcuis 

hrlurmic]ues. 11 rst ecm cn style dircci cl conllcni tiouc<-jp 
JiHido ™r one (Wtranc dc suirt' - attiuluc. lourmnc. hufiraphA:. 
iciu: de moo., etc. 

SnJtvtvd for UK rcidcr.. jtildo coo Luo nun> inm-bm.-n- aid' re 
,ia.a undcr^unduiit and miDymcru For iho^r who «'L-.h w 
mprcaT ilwlr iif -wkai French, jn audio cj^cHc «vwli 

iiivwdtnp. ti 'dect<?d articles acrompinK?. each awie 1 Price extra 1. 
YcnrS mhicripliofi lo ntipxrinc imx hwnomhly bxue>>. £14.70. 
Veil's subscription 10 audio caswUes: ttZ?. 

Trial copy of mafcuanc LL64- Trial cavene M- 50. 

1 All items ncet free LX ) Panmenis ro 

La Vie OMncHoariK 8 Skyr Ckxwe. Sdakbtone. Kent Mtl5 SSi 


Christmas Flayre 


Enjoy the traditional taste of ham on 
the bone. Succulent and foil of flavour 
- Perfect for Christinas 

• Wih-Jiire - ihr timily \ 9 Shropshire Black - 
fmotiriir. LixiknJ in hruivn | ckiViron 1 m 1 'nki'shiH. VVnh 
snjpr Mild ami dcfinmis. : nwlaxH’S. jimipcr ami hcilt 

• Tnu littoral Vbrk- [lie | fur sulillc sw^ncss 

'simikoJ sain v in’ of all ham j • WIkiIos. IhKvs, simikal. 
Dr) 1 cured for a lull anti j unsmtJ-fd, conked or 
ninnire Ihvutir. : unav'h'd plus j sliced range. 

AU DRIVFRED FRESH TO KXJK DOOR. ^ 

FOB YOUR FREE BROCHURE XING 


S 01746 789519 


or HTftr to; Dnkedirll [Earn. ftraxhlO, I 


, Sfai lochire 1Ult MFj 


"SEND A FRIEND A 
FRUITCAKE " 

Luxury Fruit Cakas £ Deluxe 
Mince Pies in Tins 


Luxury Fruitcake 

£9.99 


Mince Wea 

£8.99 

Sand CtwqiiM or Fostaf Ordara 

24tr anraa srancE, phase have 
yob ime, Mmaslrar oh. 


SMOKED afc, 
SCOTTISH 
SALMON >=^ 

The Very Ben Quality 

227f ifio 2 i diced pack W_25 

454gil lb) sliced pack .-.£14.25 
Mflg ( 1 Ibl liked iide.._.£/9.)5 

»7g t21bi dked ri de £M.ZS 

SPECIAL OFFEB: 
8n227e (8«i diced pacta.£41.9S 
VAC-PAC 1st dam pan paid 
GHt cards may bo Incluiod 
Voa/Access/Amex or cheque to: 
LOCHENOOWEH 
KEUPLETON KILL 
KIRKCUDBRIGHT DG6 4M 
Toi: (01 557) 330381 
Fate (01657)330385 
XMAS DEUVERY 
GUARANTEED 


Heavily huHed, motel eating 
Frufl Cakes. Hand decorated 
with Brazil Nuts. Walnute 8 
Cherries, then laced with 
French Brandy & Jamaican 
Rum after baking, along 
«rith trmftkxial Pally pan 
size shod crust Deluxe 
Mmce Ptes with Brandy, 
beautffiity presented in 
quality tins. Personalsed 
message cards available. 


For rREE Brochure £ 
Order Form Ring 01 6S5 
S12317 or write lo 

PRIMROSE HILL 
CAKE Co. 

PO Box 23, 
Aberdare CF44 YH 


What's On 



1 New Church Street, Tetbury, Glos. 
Tel: 01668 504068 Fax: 01666 503352 


Spa m 

nm bi HLILGI) ItDitni mist »l i'd'w" V V »»* s'i •« » i' ilVi «'? 

ruui warn to m uan untn sihu ni an m ta nctm noxonsui unxiiin iim tmi tgirmis 


PHANTOM pop «l apori. Clapton. 

Boeria, Simply Rad. 0171 823 05. WHO CAN GIVE you your owl 
6119 personal sumte? 


Independent Hearts 


The Intelligent Person’s Introduction Agency 
The Local service operaring Nationwide 
for the tnteUfgenb articulate end wed educated 
Join the Largest agency wifli personal inlBiviews aid BS 5750 
34 hour information Freefone 0800 374451 brochure fine 
Ask for your Free CD or Tape 

London North Waal ScoUaral PtonliE** 
0171 256 6123 01825 860924 0131225 3006 0191 383 2224 

South West West MkOands Yorfcahira EaatMkBands 
0117 942 9500 0121 704 0200 01904 611821 0115 924 1113 

FRES*05T385 Lflodan EC1B 1ST Ofllca hreBJaam to f0p«n7tayWwfc 


Replies should be addressed to the relevant box number, 
c/o The Independent, 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London G14 5DL 


SpeakEasy 




Haydn Wellesley 


WE'RE TALKING 

IdATING.'I 

10839 700 0441 


INSTANT CONNECTIONS, 

VS45 WOMEN 

LIVE ON LINE | 

089170 8057 1 


TBS PBBFE3SIBWAL PEBSOlfS I1TB0BBCTI01 AGEICY 

PirJrataal pcapk aflcc dc«T! nma Ibeg iAj4 pgim m [bro airrax •ocat nut 

Than where Zfpxb era hdp. 

Went htfy sdcuttve* uibj 1 ? nu ti fffl i y. a Ff oa ft ta nii l, ife Kfi ml pcoiluoc M| ^ 
We Ink famaid » your ai 

LONDON OIT OF LONDON SCOTLAND 

U7I6907* lUBSWI CUt 55*505 


SlQUFlCANr OTHERS introduc- 
tion agency. The Intellgenl choice 
for gay men. Tfet 071408 4400. 


Independent hearts 

The Independent Way to Meet New People 

By plarins: an advertisement in the Independent Hearts section of the Independent and the Independent on Sunday you will 
3 v immediately be in contact with over 1.66 million readers.* 

The cost for your advertisement, published in the first available editions of the Saturday “Weekend” and Sunday “Red Life” sections 
is just £5.00 per line inducting V.A.T. (Box No is an additional £10.00, please cross here if you do not require a Box No □). 

Simply write your advertisement in the spaces below and fill in the coupon - Minimum 2 lines. 

{N.B. A character is a letter, a number, a punctuation mark and a space between words) 


drawing down we moon 

"a j v n ) c j t r> e : a d s a cr css *"i /! q c rev" 



RING NOW FOR DETAILS 

0800 413 473 



fatted and ■ YrattfiOl 


0171-937 5263 ' 


DINNER DATES 


Address: 


I I I 1 I I I I i I I I I H I I M Postcode: 

| i I M I ( II ( 1 I j M ( 1 I { Telephone (daytime): 

| I I I I I I 1 I I I I I 1 1 I H 1 Signature: 

All mhertiumrutt mat be prepaid. Cheque . r should be made payable to Newspaper PuHaking Pic or debit an: 


□ Access □ Visa □ Amax DOfnereChib Cart expny date- CaMNo j. | | M | 1 | ( I I 

Send all advertisements lo:— 

Independent Hearts; lndependenL 19th Floor, 1 Canada Square. Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL • Telephone: 0171 293 2347 ■ Fax: 0171 293 2505 
ms offer is only open to private advertisers. Trade enquiries ore *e!come on the above telephone number. *NRS Jm - June V5 


Too hoiy to rapatee 3 »v ikU B&9 Tkca vAy BMjBin ntr Dfaner 
Rmi^Biiftl»,|oHaiAIr ltellnn 6 i i . a«yPi^aa ftn t itia t,Hy«BA 
747, Ray Taste A Go^ Ski ko&fay io Vethtec; eto. 

imanBiM^wiwwntt) 

BaLlymm Alfa— ioiM CWHtoiAPritefc 7J8»oten. 

faiteMrililtnwtty, ll-oy ItaiiifttMlhBfaftetl, 


FEMALE, EARLY 30’S, WoukMlO 
academic, Btcoe football, church 
music, soaks Intsffigent fun man 
to drink wtth. E. Mds. Box No 
IS4S. 

CREATIVE PROFESSIONAL MALE 
28, TM. Successful, Mtongem and 
Sporty soaks happy affectionate 
[ aMailc feniala to love. London. 
Bob NRL906. 

OUfET STRAIGHT FEMALE, QSOH, 
32. London Based Soaks 
Uate/FomaJs Companions For 
Benings OutiOeneraf SocteUig. 
Box No t949. 

HORSE LOVING GENTLEMAN, 45- 
55. Sought By Country Loving 
Lady Living Harts, Keen On Art, 
Antiques, Photography, W« ditto. 
Sowing, OM IfeNdosfAIrcrBfL 
Frtandy: NA Box No t95Q. 


0771 -499-9626 . : . 
oi7$^£&35e 

- • - . - • H.WB - r - MtrOU 


ATTACHED? 

Yet need a friend 

Subscribe now for an 
informative news letter. 
0589300611 

or write to Box No. L401. 

Additions 

as featured on SBC Radio, 
nv. Cable and 
American Television. I 


MUm 

“ The UJL's largest 
agency — * 

TKlKMaVNOGNT 
For free details in absohne 
coa/idaiec Dept N. Dnehne. 
^Atfepfca Rtt Lmdoa WS6AL 


I THE DINNB1 CLUB (EOL *86). Tho 
I nations only coun&ywfcte dMng 
dub for unattaehad profas- 
i olanal/biainasspaopla«0BdaB+. 
Tab (01 244) 350537. Budhww 
opportunities also auaftable 
0)1244) 548816. 

UK’S BEST singles magartno. Free 
dstafla + Bargain Offer. Person to 
Person (DsptNI^. RO. Bo* 4, Gor- 
ing. RGB 9DN. 


ebta, Entaprtdng. Vareada, Good 
Loatdng Ganoantas/i.M). Soma- 
whore hi A RotnanHe Town? After 
Hadng Passed My Bor Exams, I’m 
Now Ready For Tho Wand And 

Looking For Tho Gift Of My Ufa. 

Box Mo 1:951. 

GOLF GOLD ODOVSSE11S awaits 
attiena. Ton Vbara. Whan WBVbu 
Ratos ao Me? Ttaung 31. 

WELL. KEPT, WELL AtfuelBd. hW 
gwjAmuslrig. SansuaL Beantad. 
Bedtonf Baaad, 1945, lis toS sala 
Amwnsa Barbie ri Mindad S«m- 
tnlsh woman, 2&60. Bex No I: 
954. 

NEVER ANSWERED THB Kind Of 
Ad7 Please Del Woman. PH- 
D^tbactive. Honeat, Refl active. 
Enthusiastic Seeks Simfllv Mm, 
WS. LondottiSunsy. Box No b 965 : 


AFRICAN JUNIOR DOCTOR. 28. 
WLTM, Whits GM, 1845 Ftor Dat- 
ing, Romanca. Friendship. What- 
ever Looks Unimportant Box No 
1:956 

LADIES 6 GENTLEMEN- Why caU 
long dtatance? Ctoae Encounters 
Watoe^alh. Brirtol, Swtedofi, SaL 
Uwry has an abundance of slgl- 
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The pat thing 
about investment 
is that you don't 
have to know 
why you are right 
to be right Some 
say the success 
of the chartists 
this year is a 
fiuka But there 
is no doubt they 
are having a 
good run 


T his is turning out to be a 
truly bumper year for 
equity investors on both 
sides of the Atlantic. 
With the Dow Jones 
index bursting decisively 
through 5,000 for the first time 
last week, it now loots Ukefy 
that Wall Street will produce 
one of its best returns of all 
time this year. 

The market is up 30 per cent 
already and there is no sign of 
an end to the giddy upward 
momentum. It is more than 
five years, a record 61 months, 
since the US market last expe- 
rienced a 10 per cent correc- 
tion. The market has risen 
1,000 points in barely nine 
months. 

In London, meanwhile, the 
FT-SE 100-share index con- 
tinues to be pulled along in 
America's wake, with the 
Granada/Fbite bid the latest in 
a string of big corporate 
takeovers that is also helping 
to keep the market buoyant 
Note that the bull market in 
London is still more of a “blue- 
chip” phenomenon than any- 
thing else. While The Footsie 
has been reaching new all- 
time highs, the All-Share 
index, which includes smaller 
companies as well, has not 
risen quite as rapidly. 

Bull markets of this sort 
naturally tend to make evety- 
one happy, but nobody is hap- 
pier, this year, than the UK's 


army of technical analysts. Fre- 
quently derided as charlatans 
by professional investors, this 
hardy band of enthusiasts, who 
look for trends in stock market 
prices, has been having what 
for them is a quite wonderful 
year. 

While fundamental inves- 
tors have tended to worry 
about how high the markets 
have risen on conventional 
valuation measures, most 
chartists have correctly argued 
that the bull market in both 
equities and bonds looked set 
to continue. They spotted early 
on that the trend this year was 
a powerful one with plenty of 
momentum behind h. 

In earlier columns, I have 
highlighted the views of Robin 
Griffiths, the chartist at the 
stockbroker James CapeL, 
whose chans and models have 
helped him to call the markets 
outkandingly well all this year. 
He for one will not have been 
surprised by the latest surge on 
Wall Street, which he has con- 
sistently predicted. He remains 
fundamentally positive about 
the short-term outlook for 
both the UK and US markets. 

Given how well chartists 
generally have been doing, this 
seemed an opportune week to 
catch up with someone who 
can justifiably claim to be one 
of the doyens in the UR. Until 
he set up his own boutique in 
the early 1980s, Brian Marber 
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was a broker who regularly 
topped the chartist section of 
the annual analyst rankings. 
Although the bulk of his busi- 
ness now comes from 
analysing currencies (where 
technical analysis has long 
been much more widely 
accepted than in the stock 
market), he continues to call 
the trends across the market 
spectrum. 

A lively and talkative man 
who spews out ideas in a seem- 
ingly endless stream, Mr Mar- 
ber has no illusions about what 
technical analysis can and can- 
not do. 

He points cheerfully to 
research that shows that, in 
currencies, technical analysts 
tend to be right half the time 
whereas fundamental analysis 
only comes up with the right 
answer 40 per cent of the time. 
His philosophy is that it is bet- 


ter to be right for the wrong 
reasons than vice versa. 
Nobody, in his view, should 
pretend that calling the market 
right all the time is practically 
feasible. The best that anyone 
can hope to do is to catch the 
best part of a significant price 
movement 

Investment is a game of 
being right more often than 
not; and the golden role for 
chartists is to be brave enough 
to avoid giving a firm view 
when the charts have no obvi- 
ous message. 

On Mr Marberis desk is a 
quotation from Winston 
Churchill: “There is no sphere 
of human thought in which it 
is easier to show superficial 
cleverness with the appear- 
ance of superior wisdom than 
in discussing questions of cur- 
rency and exchange.” I also 
liked another aphorism from 
Mr Churchill that “the poten- 
tial for loss when gambling on 
certainties is enormous”. 

What technical analysis can 
do, and do very successfully in 
my experience, is help to spot 
developing trends and keep 
track of them. The aim is to 
keep aboard bull market runs 
and out of downward treads. 
For example. Mr Marber 
claims that nobody who fol- 
lowed technical analysis could 
or should have suffered the 
way many professional 
investors did when bond prices 


fell sharply in February 1994. 
The risk of an extended fall in 
bond prices was evident from 
the shape of the charts. 

Thai may weD be true. But, 
in my experience, the trouble 
with many chartists is that they 
are often their own worst ene- 
mies - too much jargon and 
bogus science, too little com- 
mon sense and plain speaking. 
An irritating tnck of the trade 
is the habit of inserting so 
many qualifications to any firm 
view about the market that it 
ceases to have muds value. 

Mr Marber is naturally alive 
to such accusations, having 
heard them many times 
before. His weekly faxes and 
commentaries are not short of 
the often baffling lingo in 
which chartists love to indulge. 
(A sample from last week: 
“Stochastics were falling and 
unless bottom reversal can- 
dles intervene, last week’s top 
reversal candles have caused 
trips previously arranged to the 
upper Bollinger bands to be 
cancelled”.) 

But Mr Marber is simplicity 
and clarity itself about the 
direction of the main markets 
themselves. He remains very 
bullish about both the London 
and US stock markets, as he is 
about bonds too. “We all 
know,” he says, that the bull 
market is mature, that it has 
risen very sharply and very 
quickly and that it “won't last 


forever”. But so far there is no 
sign of the trend running out 
of Momentum w b» s da £ y 
charts and, until that tappraj* 
his conviction is that the bull 
market is firmly in place. 

Mr Marber is also a keen 

follower of the so-called Cop- 
pock indicator, a technique 
for spotting changes m the 
direction of markets, named 
after a devout Episcopalian 
whose church asked him to 
work out a formula for decid- 
ing when to increase its invest- 
ment exposure. 

Once a Coppock indicator 
has flashed, it is followed on 
average by a significant market 
rise over the next 11 to 14 

months. The indicator flashed 
for the UK market in April this 

year and, if bistory is any guide, 

it will now cany the market up 
to around the 4,200 level by 
next summer. 

You don’t believe any of 
this? A surprising number of 
investors do and it pays to keep 
an open mind in this game. As 
Mr Marber says, the great 
thing about investment is that 
you don’t have to know why 
you are right to be right. Some 
will say that the success of the 
chartists this year is a fluke. 
But there is no doubt they are 
having a good run ; and if the 
bull market in London and 
New York continues for much 
longer, they will be vindicated 
still further. 


INSIDE STORIES 


Age concern 

Budget plans to 

ease the plight of 

the elderly 
page 27 


The narrow way 

The disciplined 
world of the 
income fund 
page 29 


Gimme shelter 

How secure is the 
insurance on your 
property? 

page 30 


The pick of the 
pension plans 

The difference in pay-out on 
identical investments can be 
50 per cent. By Clifford German 


T he feet that the past is no real 
guide to the future is the sin- 
gle most important feet of life 
in personal finance. It is not 
much consolation, however, in 
choosing a personal pension, 
where tte difference in pay-out 
on an Identical Investment can 
easily be 50 per cent and you 
might not find out until it is too 
late to change your mind. 

lb help guide investors look- 
ing for unit-linked pension 
plans, actuaries Bacon & 
Woodrow (which does not rec- 
ommend with-profits pension 
plans to clients) has subjected 
180 funds with a full five-year 
record to a series of tests. 

By awarding points for good 


performance in each three- 
month period, the 90 funds 
that had improved the value of 
the fund least were eliminated. 

The survivors were tested 
again to select those that 
appeared in the top two quar- 
tfles most frequently and in the 
bottom quaitfle least often, 
which eliminated another 32 
fends. A third screening elim- 
inated 18 funds whose perfor- 
mance was most volatile. 

The remaining 40 were 
ranked according to their per- 
formance in each quarter and 
over a 12-month moving aver- 
age. Another four fends were 
euminated for showing a 
declining performance trend. 


At this stage, Norwich 
Union had four fluids in the 
list. Friends Provident three. 
Clerical Medical London & 
Manchester, Prudential and 
Standard Life two each. The 36 
survivors, run by 27 different 
providers, were again tested to 
screen out funds containing 
less than £20m, those not dealt 
through independent financial 
advisers, those not open to 
new members, those with no 
enhanced nil-commission 
option, and those that apply 
penalties to all transfers and 
early retirements. 

This eliminated a further 18 
fends. The remaining 18 were 
tested for the effect of their 


charging structures, based on 
assumptions drawn up by 
Bacon & Woodrow. 

The results show significant 
differences, with charges on 
the dearest funds twice those 
of the cheapest Disclosure has 
already shifted the emphasis 
away from initial commission 
charges to level commission 
charges. But nil-commission 
policies, where the intermedi- 
ary charges a fee for advice 
rather than a commission, are 
the best. Over 20 years, the 
fund would be 11 per cent 
greater in a nil- commission 
policy, assuming investment 
performances were the same. 

The results still varied con- 


siderably between providers 
and different types of pension 
plans and some undisclosed 
charges of up to 0.5 per cent a 
year may remain. For recurring 
single premium policies, how- 
ever, Standard Life, Norwich 
Union and Sun Life came out 
cheapest For transfer pay- 
ments, Standard Life and Nor- 
wich Union outperformed the 
rest, Equitable Life dominated 
individual rebate-only plans, 
and Norwich Union. Standard 
Life, Equitable life and Gart- 
more featured in the regular 
contributions category. 

The implications of perfor- 
mance-testings backed by infor- 
mation of charging structures 


required by the new disclosure 
rules, will increase the compe- 
tition between pension 
providers. Charges are already 
falling, according to B&W 
partner Andrew Warwick- 
Thompson, but providers have 
had to reduce administration 
and distribution charges in 
order to do that. 

That can only be done by 
investing in powerful and 
expensive computer systems, 
which will concentrate the per- 
sonal pensions market in the 
hands of a small strong elite. 
Financial advisers wSl also lose 
business, and within 10 years 
there will be few small local 
firms of advisers. 


tt 


L&G flying high with cheap PEP. 


Legal & General has thrown down the gauntlet to the £20 billion 
Personal Equity Plan industry with its launch yesterday of the 
lowest charging shares fund from a major player. W 


DAJIY EXPRESS. 1st NOVEMBER 1995 


The Index -Tracking PEP: 
reliable performance and low 
costs - all in one PEP. 


When we launched our Index-Traddng PEP 
recently, ihe Press made quite a noise about our 
tow changes. Not surprisingly, as we believe our 
charges overall are the lowest of any index-tracking 
PEP on the market: 

• NO initial charge. 

• NO -withdrawal fees. 

• Low total charge of 1% 
or less per year. 

But having the lowest costs is only one way bi 
which our Index-Traddng PEP comes out on top. 
Us structure aims to provide reliable, above- 


average performance by tracking the FT-SE-A 
All-Share Index - the index that the vast majority 
of actively managed funds have failed to march 
with any consistency' 

Our method of tracking has been proven for 
Its accuracy and reliability over more than ten 
years. In fact we currently manage over £13 billion 
of index-tracking funds worldwide. 

And because your PEP will be tracking such a 
weO-known index, youU be able to follow ks progress 
regularly in newspapers, TV and radio reports. 

If you’d like to make more of your PEP 
I n vestm ent, you can either contact your financial 
adviser, call us now. or return the coupon. 
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CALL FREE NOW ON 0800 11 66 22 


7 DAYS A WEEK 8AM TO 10PM. PLEASE QUOTE REF. TP137 


Pm to. legal & Gwenl (Unit That Managers) Darned. FREEPOST KT4 474, KngKtm-Bpon-Thaate*. 
Surrey EnSBR. 
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ADDRESS 
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TELEPHONE NO. 
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General 

trust us to deliver 


PENSIONS 

DIRECT 

COST 

LESS. 


1 No sales people, no sales commission. 
Low management fees. 

Contribute what you want, 
when you want. 

> No bid/offer spreads. 









Merchant Investors 

Assurance 

Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority 
and part of Allianz, Europe ’s largest insurance group. 
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How to share the cost 
of care? New solutions 
for an age-old problem 

By Clifford German 



Golden oldies? The Budget rs expected to ease worries about toe cost of toBg-teriH care 


T hree fears haunt float- 
ing voters. and all focus 
on the possible loss of 
the family home. 
Homes are very much 
at risk if the breadwin- 
ner loses his or her job and has 
no mortgage protection insur- 
ance. They arc at risk if the 
owner has negative equity and 
cannot move because the 
existing mortgage cannot be 
redeemed. And Che message is 
steadily sinking in that homes 
and life savings are at risk if 
elderly owners need profes- 
sional nursing care. 

In some ways the last is the 
most distressing of the three 
worries because local author- 
ities will only now pay the full 
cost of care once the individ- 
ual’s assets have been reduced 
to £ 8 , 000 . 

Professional nursing care at 
home for two hours a day can 
cost up to £6^00 a year, and 
a place in a residential home 
can cost anything from £12,000 
to £20.000 a year per person, 
an charges can quickly swallow 
a lifetime’s savings and the 
family home, leaving next to 
nothing for the children to 
inherit. 

With this in mind the Chan- 
cellor is expected to intro- 
duce measures next week to 
try and ease the situation. The 
simplest and most immediate 
reform would be to increase 
the £8.000 threshold so that 
anyone needing care could 
keep a bigger nest-egg and still 
qualify for state help. 

Measures to allow individ- 
uals to divert some of their 
pension funds to pay for nurs- 
ing care may also be put 
forward. 

An earlier attempt to offer 
a combined policy was 
launched by Camion Assur- 
ance in 1991, allowing policy- 
holders, subject to passing a 
medical examination, to sur- 
render 10 per cent of their 
pension at retirement in return 
for a three or fourfold increase 
in pension if they subsequently 
needed professional care at 
home or in a nursing home. It 
was squashed in 1993 by the 
TTeasuiy, but a change of heart 
could well be coming. 

That, however, would not 
be enough to solve the wider 
problem of funding long-term 
care. Too few people have a 
big enough pension pot to 
provide a comfortable retire- 
ment. without tapping it for 
other purposes. 

Only one man in four and 


Is your 
money 
working 


...as hard as it should? 


Make it work harder for you with BONUS 
BUILDER - a secure plan with fife insurance 
protection for prudent Investors. 

Take a look at how the expert investment team at 
Royal Liver Assurance can help boost your savings. 

You can start your plan for as little as £20 a month. 
So give us a call now for foil details on our: 


FREE HELPLINE 0800 66 I II I 


Or post die coupon to Royal Liver Assurance, 
FREEPOST LV 3859. Liverpool, L3 IPW. 

A cautious investment philosophy, flexibility and the 
potential for solid growth with an organisation that 
investors have trusted since 1 850._you could 
K . get all that and more with Royal Liver’s 
^ BONUS BUILDER. 

I &**£***' And we’re a friendly society, our 

■ ^ distributable profits go to 

I mr poUcyhokkrs - 

■ not share- 


As you can see from this comparison chart, 
Royal Liver’s BONUS BUILDER significantly 
out-performed the average Building Society 
+1.5% extra inte res t account. And has done 
so consistently over the past five years. 
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one woman in three presently 
ends up needing long-term 
health care, only one in six 
ends up in a home, and insur- 
ance from the five main 
providers. Commercial Union, 
PPP Lifetime, Eagle Star Life. 
Prime Health and Scottish 
Equitable European, is not 
exactly cheap. 

Taking out a deluxe polity to 
provide an extra £10,000 a 
year for long-term health care 
with Commercial Union will 
cost £43 a month or a single 
premium of £4,750 for a 55- 
ycar-old male, and £48 a 
month or £6,400 for a 55- 
year-old female. 

Not everyone can claim. 
Deluxe policies will only pay 
out if. in the judgement of the 
claim ant's doctor, the individ- 
ual fails at least two out of six 
tests: the ability to wash, dress, 
and feed oneself, get in and 
out of bed, move around on a 
level surface and use the toi- 
let. Standard policies pay out 
on three fails. 

If a claim is recognised, 
most policies will offer home 
help care first, with a place in 
a nursing home reserved for 
those who have failed more of 
the six tests. 

Some existing policies also 
review premiums each year so 
that anyone on fixed income 
and in deteriorating health 
might well find that they can 
no longer afford to maintain 
their cover just when their 
need is increasing. To meet 
this problem. CU has just 
introduced guaranteed bene- 
fit levels for single-premium 
contributions on all new plans 
sold to over 65s. 

With an ageing population, 
longer-term tax incentives on 
premiums may be needed to 
promote more private provi- 
sion for future needs, although 
the Treasury presently takes 
the view that long-term health- 
care benefits are not taxable so 
premiums should not qualify 
for tax relief 

Other suggested stopgaps 
include exempting family 
homes from the £8,000 ceiling, 
the state paying the cost of 
nursing care, leaving individ- 
uals to fund residential 
charges, and private insurance 
policies funded equally by the 
Government and the indi- 
vidual. 

The most interesting short- 
term option being promoted 
by Peter Lilley, the Secretary 
of State for Social Security, 
and Peter Gatenby, the top 


YEARl 

6 . 5 % 

GUARANTEED 


actuary at PPP Lifecare, would 
be free nursing borne care far 
anyone who Iras paid for the 
first three years of care from 
their own resources. 

Limi tin g the individual's lia- 
bility to pay to three years 
would enable providers of 
long-term health care to 
reduce the premiums by as 
much as 30 per cent, while the 
Government's financial com- 
mitment would be limited by 
the hard fact that the life 


expectancy of men once they 
go into a home is not much 
more than three years, 
although women tend to sur- 
vive longer. 

The other main weakness of 
dieting long-term health care 
plans has been the specialised 
nature of the product. If the 
individual dies before qualify- 
ing for care, there is no bene- 
fit at alL 

Individuals who would con- 
sider long-term health care a 


waste of money might well go 
for a policy that combined 
insurance with an investment 
plan that guaranteed a capital 
sum to the estate if the insur- 
ance element was not drawn. 

Immediately after the Bud- 
get expect to see the first of a 
new breed of investment- 
linked insurance plans to try 
and encourage people to take 
up long-term health care. If 
the Chancellor has smoothed 
the path, so much the better. 
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performance* 
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Corporate Bond PEP 

8 - 5 % 

HELD PA 

TAX FREE 


Henderson Touche Remnant’s latest PEP offers 
you a high, tax free income from a well 
established portfolio, at a highly competitive 
price. Launched to take advantage of the new' 
Corporate Bond PEP rules, HTR Preference & 
Bond PEP is unusual because it is 100% 
invested in a fund with a strong track record, 
HTR Preference & Bond Fund, which has a 5 
star rating from Micropal for consistent 
performance over 3 years. 

Henderson Touche Remnant is one of the 
UKs leading PEP providers. Before you choose 
this year's PEP, check the facts from HTR. 


* Saute: Micropal. 3 years to 
31.5.95. TThecmrem xrimaiwi 
grass yield of 8.5% Is based on 
a quoted offer price of 49 -26p 
xd calculated at 11.9.95. 
source; HTR. HTR represents 
products and servlets of 
Henderson Financial 
Management Limited, regulat- 
ed by IMRO and the Personal 
Investment Authority. Past 
performance Is not necessarily 



8 reliable gtride lo the future. 
The value of investments and 
the Income bum them can gp 
down as weD as up as a result 
oT market and currency fluc- 
tuations and the Investor may 
not get back the amount 
Invested. Taxes relating to 
PEPs may change if the law 
changes and the value of lax 
relief depends on the circum- 
stances of the Investor. 


To: HTR Investor Services. FREEPOST. Newbury RGU 1BR 

Please send me full infannaDon on HTR Preference & Bond PEI* a vailab le horn 6 July 1995. 
Title Initials Surname 
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GUARANTEED 


Take steps to guarantee a healthy income. 


Bank of Scotland's 4 Year Stepped Rate Bond 
gives you a guaranteed high return on a minimum 
investment of £5,000. 

No matter what happens to base rates over the 
next four years, you can look forward to an excellent 
performance from your money. 

For more details about the 4 Year Stepped Rate 
Bond (and our 2 and 3 Year Bonds), either contact 
any Bank of Scotland branch, phone free on the 
number below, or complete the coupon. 

It’s a limited offer, so act now. 


To: Freepost, Bank of Scotland. SRB Manager. 

61 Crass market, Edinburgh EHi oAA. 

Please send me full details of the 4 Year Stepped Rate Bond. 


Are you a Bank of Scotland customer? Yfes Q No □ 

If so, which branch? 

BASK OF SCOTLAND 

A FRIEND FORLEFE 


roya l l iver f# ■ A SSURANC E 


| FREEPHONE 0 5 0 0 3 1 3 1 1 1 


All interest rates ore puss. Cross - the rate of interest paid without the deduction of basic rate tax to eligible non-tax payers. interest rates coned at time of eoino 
to press. The Bank reserves the right to withdrew the oiler at any time. Interest payable monthly or annually Maximum investment £ 250 . 000 . Early Withdrawal 
perniftred. subject to fee. Withdrawal* are subject to a fee of 4 % on z and 3 tear Bonds md 4 . 5 * on the 4 Year Bond, calculated on the amount withdrawn 

Bank of Scotland, Heed Office; The Mound, Edinburgh EH 1 1 VZ. 
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money 




Telephone 

% Rate and 

Max 

Fee 

Incentive 

Redemption | 


period 


adu% 



penalty 

MORTGAGES 

- ‘ - 


- 





find rates 








Hinckley S Rugby 

0800 774499 

0.75 to 1/12795 

70 

£25 0 3 yrs urrempfaymt ins 

1st 3 yrsimdwdetefmkrad 

Chelsea BS 

01Z42 271441 

4.74lo 172/98 

so 

£195 Free redundancy ins 

1st 5 yrs: 5% of sum repaid 





to 31/12/96 


Lambeth BS 

0800 225221 

7.44 to 1/1/01 

95 

£250 0.5 » of advance 

lst5yrs: rebate red'md & 







6 mtfis interest 

Variable rates 








Northern Ruck BS 

0800591500 

1.99 to 1/2797 

90 

— 

Refund valuation In 

1st 5 yrs: 6mths Merest 

Greenwich BS 

018185882(2 

4.49 for 2 yrs 

95 

— 

— 

lstfi ps: discount reclaimed 

National Counties 

01372742211 

6.49 for 5 yrs 

70 

— 

— 

1st 5yrs: indmdoatty 








determined 

First tine buyers find rates 






To 3071 1/00: 5mtfts interest 

Bristol & West BS 

0800 100117 

0.95 to 30/11796 

90 

£275 — 

ShiptonBS 

01756 700500 

6.49 to 31/1799 

95 

— 

Free unemptoymt ins 

1st 5 yrs 2.5% of 







advance 

Cheshire BS 

om 243278 

7.49 to 1/1/01 

90 

— 

£300 cash rebate 

lb I/1/D1; 6 mths interest 

First tne buyers variable rates 





£150 cashback 


Scarborough BS 

0800 590547 

1.79 for 3 yr 

95 

— 

1st 4 yrs: HKfiv dsteiminet] 

Halifax BS 

Local branch 

4J9 to 3071 1797 

90 

— 

free val. £250 

fo 30/1 WX): discount 






cashback 

reclaimed 

Greenwich BS 

0181 858 8212 

5.49 for 3 yrs 

S5 

— 

— 

1st 5 y re.- discount reclaimed 

personal loans ;t 








Telephone 


APR 



Fixed monthly payments (£3.000 tor 3 years) 

Unsecured 





With insurance Without insurance 

kfidland Bank 

0800 180180 

15.40 



£116.54 £103.14 

N&P BS 

0800 808030 

15.50 



£11812 £10329 

Oydesdate Bank 

0800 240024 

16.20 



£113.94 £10333 

Secured 




Max LTV 


Advance Tone 

Clydesdale Bank 

0800240024 

8.80 

Neg 


£3K to £15K 6 tilths to 25 years ! 

Royal B of Scotland 

Via branch 


9.80 

70% 


£2.5K-£100K 3 years - retirement 

First Direct 

0800242m 

10.30 

80% 


£3Ktoneg Up to 40 wars 

OVERDRAFTS 














Authorised Unautitorised 


Telephone 


Account 



% pm APR % pm 

APR 

Woolwich BS 

0800 400900 

Current 



0.76 93 2.18 

293 

Alliance & Leicester BS 0500 959595 

Alliance 



0.76 9.5 220 

m 

Abbey National 

0500 200500 

Current 



0.79 9.9 2J8 

29.5 

CREDIT CARDS 

. ■ 





Z 

:.J 7-^>7 -■ T; -L -71 ' 


Telephone 


Card 



Min Rate 

APR Annual 







income pm % 

% fee 

Standard 








Robert Fleming/S&P 

0800 829024 

MasteiCord/Yisa 


— Q.98G 

12.40 — D 

Coutts&Co 

0171 753 1718 

Visa 



— 03875 

132 618C 

Robert Ftemmg/S&F 

0800 829024 

MasteiCard/Viia 


— 1.00 

14.60 £12 

Gold cards 








Co-operative Bank 

0345 212212 

Visa 



£20,000 0.5625M 

11.42 £120 

Royal B at Scotland 

01702 362890 

Visa 



£20.000 1.05 

14.50 £35H 

NalWest Bank 

0800 200400 

Visa 



£20.000 1.14 

15.90 £35 

STORECARDS 






>• 

. V • r c'-i 7 ■■■ - 


Telephone 


Payment by direct debit 

Payment by other methods 




% pm 



APR %pm 

APR 

fob n Lewis 

Local store 


— 



— 1.39 

18.00 

Marks and Spencer 

01244 681681 

1.90A 



25.30 2.00A 

26.80 

Sears 

Via store 


1.94 



25.90 2.20 

29.8 

1 APR Aimjfcedpeteentageiate 







A /. 53% i?0 6% APR.I fw o!', bjl ever UK. 

C Client of Coutk & Co only D No imest free penod. 

G amwlnte 5% above R Fleming box raft?. 

H Annual lee waived offer find year d UK + rta/pd to can/ during premia yex 

M Equrvzkrt to base rate 







All rates subied to change without notice 
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Best savings rates 


Tritphm 

number 



Account 


Notice 
or term 


Deposit 


Interest 

interval 








PortmanBS 

01202 292444 

Instant Access 

Instant 

£100 

5.00 

Year 

SkiptenBS 

01756700511 

3 High Street 

Instant 

£2,000 

5.60 

Year 

Co-operative Bank 

0345 252000 

Pathfinder 

instant 

£5,000 

530 

Month 

Northern Rock BS 

0500 505000 

Go Direct 

Instant 

£20,000 

6.10 

tear 


Britannia BS 01538 392808 

Leeds & Hotbeck BS 0113243 8292 

Northern Rock BS 0500 505000 

B'tem Midshires BS 0645 720721 




Nottingham BS 0115 948 1444 

Scarborot# BS 0800 590578 

Northern Rock BS 0500 505000 

Halifax BS Local branch 

wmmmmzm 

Co-operative Bank 0345 252000 

ftJrtmanBS 01202292m 

Scarborough BS 0800 590578 

Leopold Joseph & Sews 0171 588 2323 


Capital Trust 

Postal 

£2,000 

5.60 

Year 

ABuon 

Postal 

JEL0.Q0Q 

6.00 

tear 

Go Direct 

Postal 

£20,000 

6.20 

tear 

first Ctess 

Postal 

£25,000 

620 

tear 

Postmark 

7dayP 

£2300 

5.90 

75JJT -*." c 

tear 

Scarborough 50 

50 day 

£1,000 

&60 

Year 

Postal 90 

90 day P 

£10,000 

620 

tear 

Special fesava 

1 year bond 

. £10.000 

530 

Maturity 




MMteder 
AtertWy Interest 
Scarbonxsh 50 
40 Day Notice 

Sun Banking Corp 01438 744505 investment Certs 

Sui Banking Corp 01438744505 Investment Certs 

B’ham Midshires BS 0645720721 Quantum Fixed 

B'fiam Mufshtres BS 0645 720721 Minium Bond 


Instant 
1 month 
50 day 
40 day 


X*K ‘—'Z — - 

£5.000 530 Month 

£20,000 630 Month 

£1,000 6.40 Month 

£10,000 6.6875 Month 




lyrbond 

2 yr braid 
3 yrbraid 
4 f bond 


£1300 

£ 1,000 

£5,000 

£5,000 


6 . 60 F 

6 . 80 F 

725 F 

7.75F 


Maturity 

Year 

Year 


Sun Banking Corp 01438 744505 

Allied Trust Bank 0171 626 0879 

Cheltenham SOoucs 0800 717505 

Melton Mowbray BS 01664 63937 


5 year £2,575 

5 year £9,000 

5 year £3300 

5 year £1 


7.50 F 
7.50 
7.25 
7.10 


Ybar 

Year 


Year 


lyear £5,000 430FN Year 

2 year £1,000 5.50FN Year 

3 year £5,000 5.70FN Year 

4 year £1^)00 52QFN Year 

5 year £3,000 6.45FN Year 


Financial Assurance 0181 490 9157 

Premium life 01444458721 

Swiss Life 01732582000 

Premium Lite 01444 458721 

Pinnacle insurance 0181 207 9007 


Co-operative Bank 01481 710527 
Newcastle Bank, Gibr 0035076168 
Alliance & Lacs J0M 01624 663566 
B'ham MklsfraBS.Guem 01481 700680 


Pathfinder Worldwide Instant £5 J300 

Nova 90 O'stare 90 day £25,000 

Investment Bond lyrbond £10,000 

Fixed Account 31.159 £5,000 


r .t ,' ki- ...k.'MSJi -m 


6.00 
6.85 
7.00 
725F 


Month 

tear 

tear 

Year 


Investment Accounts 


Income Bonds 

Capital Bonds 
First Option Bonds 

ftensioner s Gteed Income Bond 
NS Certificates (tax-free) 

42nd issue 
8th Index linked 

Chikfren's Bond Issue 6 


1 month 

£20 

£20 

525 

tear 



£500 

5.75 

tear 



£25,000 

6.0D 

Yea; 


3 month 

£2,000 

6.50 

Month 



£25,000 

6.75 

Month 

Series 1 

5 year 

£100 

7.75 F 

Maturity 


12 month 

£1.000 

6.40 F 

Year 



£20,000 

6.80 F 

Year 

Senes 2 

5 year 

£500 

7.50 F 

Month 


5 year 

£100 

5.85 F 

Maturity 


5 year 

£100 

3.00+RPI 

Maturity 


5 year 

£25 

7.85 F 

Maturity 


P postonty F fixed rale 
N nef rate 

AS rates are shorn grass aad ere subject to cted^e without notice. 
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FEAR OF FINANCE 

Clifford German 



There is little for the per- 
I sonal investor and saver to 
do in advance of the Budge 

these days, but trying to i sec- 
ond-guess the Chancellor s 
plans is an irresistible temp- 

tation-1 expect to see roco/ne 

lax cuts phased over the next 
three years to create maxi- 
mum political 

ing with a widening of the 2Dp 
tax band effective next Apni. 

If any tax is going to be 
abolished I would prefer cap- 
ital gains tax to be merged 
into income tax. This would 
mean that realised short-term 
gains could be taxed as 
income, medium-term gams 
could be averaged over the 
time they were made, and 
long-term gains- made over 
a period of maybe five years 
or more — could be exempt 
altogether. 

It might be difficult to pre- 
vent smart accountants swap- 
ping short-term taxable gains 
into long-term exempt gains, 
but not impossible to do so, 
perhaps by ensuring that 
realised short-term gains 
could not be offset and only 
losses could be carried 
forward. 

Tax concessions may well 
be appropriate to encourage 
middle-aged earners to put 
more of their income into 
pension contributions. The 
present rule allowing those 
aged 35 to put away 17-5 per 
cent of earned income tax- 
free, rising to 40 per cent for 
those over 60. is no longer 
enough to ensure that indi- 
viduals put away enough to 
balance the combined effects 
of earlier retirement, inter- 
mittent employment and 
shrinking state pensions. 

Something urgently needs 
to be done to persuade indi- 
viduals to take out insurance 
to cover long-term health 
care, to help pay for nursing 
care at home or for a place in 
a nursing home. The Treasury 


takes the view that suasssM 
claims on such policies are 
not taxed so there is no case 
for tax relief on premiums 
but without an incentive 
many people may be Tempted 
10 takea chance that such 

insurance will not bene ■ 

I would also hope to set 
more tax concessions to 
encourage mature children to 
look after elderly parents 
themselves. . 

It is bard to see how the 
Chancellor could increase 
still further the tax-free 

rewards for regular sa^ngS 
and investment. Tfessas, F^ps, 
corporate bond Peps and 
venture capital trusts offer a 
wide range of risks and 
rewards. But interest rates 
have halved since Tessas were 
introduced in 1991. and there 
is likely to be a substantial 
outflow of funds when the 
originals start to mature in 
the~ new year. At the very 
least the length of time Tessas 
have to be held to attain tax- 
free status needs cutting from 
five to three years. 

It is also time to do some- 
thing for the National Savings 
movement, which otherwise 
is in danger of withering on 
the vine. If the Government 
seriously wants to stay com- 
petitive with the Lottery the 
Chancellor should increase 
the notional interest it pays 
into the premium bond prize 
funds in order to increase the 
number of prizes in the 
monthly draw. 

I still believe the Chancel- 
lor will miss an important 
political trick if he does noth- 
ing to help the housing mar- 
ket, but the best property 
buyers can realistically hope 
for is the temporary or per- 
manent abolition of stamp 
duty on houses under 
£100,000, which may or may 
not be enough to reverse the 
ominous drop in turnover in 
the housing market. 


You really can be confident in 
FRENCH, SPANISH 
GERMAN or ITALIAN 


in 3 % weeks. 


You gel a much wanner response when you 
travel and command more respect in business, 
if you speak another language. It also helps 
greatly with school progress. 

But many people are put off learning a language 
because they fear it takes too long, will be too 
difficult or bluntly, will be boring. 

Why? Because traditional methods have often 
put too much emphasis on pure reading and 
writing. The common complaint is “1 can read a 
bit of French - but 1 can't speak it." 

Accelerated Learning is a very different method, 
based on Nobel Prize winning research. You 
team the way you learned English - through a 
unique combination of seeing, hearing and 
doing. 


ALL THE WAYS TO LEARN 


Physical Learning. By imitating the actions on 
a unique video and repeating the phrases you 
see on super titles, you learn key vocabulary 
quickly and easily. Watching and imitating is how 
you started lo speak as a child. 

Auditory Learning. You listen to a series of 
realistic and intriguing radio plays on 12 
cassettes. You become absorbed in the story 
and motivated to hear what's next The plays 
coverall the important situations you'll meet and 
you absorb vocabulary easily in a natural way. 

There are parts you can practise in the car and 
even a part where the story is repeated to music, 
a technique that involves tne left brain (words & 
logic) and the right brain (music and creativity). 
The words become as easy to remember as a 
song. 

Visual Learning. In your course (he foreign 
language has the English text immediately 
alongside. It helps you absorb the words 
naturally and easily. Then key phrases are vividly 
and memorably illustrated through ‘Memory 
Maps’. When vou recall the images, you recall 
the words. 



THE METHOD WORKS 



Total Involvement There are dozens of games 
and activities to get you using your new 
language in natural and enjoyable ways. One, the 
Name Game, unlocks the meaning of thousands 
of words from the very first day. 

Ifs the unique multi-media combination that 
engages your whole brain and gets you 
speaking confidently in such a short time. And 
fluent communication gives you a wonderful 
sense of achievement. 


PROVE IT TO YOURSELF 


We invite you to order with 
\this reassurance. We will not 
/process your cheque or credit 
card for at least 15 days after 
we dispatch your course. If you 
are not completely satisfied that this is the 
fastest and most enjoyable* way to leam a 
language, simply return the programme and you 
will have paid nothing. That’s how sure we are. 


Education News says, “Ift radically different - 
there are so many features about it that 
recommend it to the learner.’ The Barters 
Institute of New Zealand says. ’Accelerated 
Learning is the new competitive weapon.* 

Mena says, 'Ift revolutionary.’ The Daily Mall 
reported that “Children using Accelerated Learning 
are racing ahead." The results are spectacular.' 

BBC ami IIV news recently reported on a school 
where ten times more students usino Accelerated 
Learning Courses got top marks compared with 
those using conventional courses. 

Australian TV news reported ‘Astonishing 
fluency/ They did two years work hi three 
months." 

Hundreds of compares for whom proficiency is 
vital use Accelerated Learning for language and 
general training - such as Air UK, Boeing, Boots. 
Esso. IBM. Kodak, ICI, Rover, Glaxo, Sony. Tesco, 
Nestle, Uoyds Bank tic. 


Schroders. Your 
number one choice 
for performance. 



■IKWHinWIWIHUM 


FREE 


A 


Rmcwtf rEiKPM mug 



TRIPLE 

BONUS 

Onto a tipguaqe mme 
evtfan lOdaysandnevrtil 
send you: 

.The Sea* of Learning a 

S age-annvsiuafHe 
book. 

•A total electro* travel 
abrin dock «th raid 
time ame settings. 

. The Physical Leanwig 

Video- that immerses 
you in to language. 


FLUENCY COMES QUICKLY 


Can you ready speak well in 37, weeks? Yes, 
the record so tar was 31 hours of study to pass 
the Institute of Linguists Preliminary Certificate. 
Think what you could achieve in a month! 

Order today on FREEPHONE (0800) 243351 
(24 hours) or use the coupon below. 

[FrendTr German □"! 

i Spanish* □ Italian □ 

] I endow my preferred method ot payment (when v*fl be 
| processed ortyafwi decide to keep ray course) 

■ D ftw tufl paymeiJl t< £99 {plus £5 50 24HB Winery ) - 

J Toal £10450 OR O A n« lIt ^*P0SrtlJff^50(inclutrnB 

I 24Th- DeJKreiyi foOcm} by 3 consaaruve marttniy paymsrds or 
| E24eacii[T«ainilU(I)CrettCB*0nt/ 

I I enclose my cheque for E or debit my 

■ Vhsvtaess cam Expiry date I 

| CARD HO: 

f Mf/Mrs/Ms 

| Addr ess 


The accelerated learning method 


| — « 

I Signature — 

, S9H) Tit ACCELERATED LEARNING SYSTEMS. £ 
I rabtJST, AYlfSBURY.BUCKS HP22 4BR S 


ACCELERATED IEARNING SYSTQK LTD, 50 Aftestn? Rd., Astei CMn, AyteAef, 5AH 


TetyAoe EaqriiMs (01286) 631177 I iffg j-D *.«**«■«* 


Such unit trust performance will raise few 
eyebrows in informed circles. 

After all. a reputation such as Schrodcrs" 
cannot be built by merely providing impressive 
short term results. The truth is. Schrodcrs have 
consistently delivered outstanding performance 
for many years. 

Nor is it an achievement that has gone 
unnoticed. We now have over £8 billion under 
management* in unit trusts from those who 
already know about our truck record. 

Of course, you may wonder how such an 
accomplished performance is maintained so 
consistently. 

The reality is that Schroders have resources 
above and beyond those of most comparable 
organisations. The Schroder Group has more 
than 4,000 staff in over 30 countries, 900 of 
which are investment personnel. Through them 
we obtain the in-depth research and local 
knowledge which has produced top performing 
unit trust funds. 

So our results over the last three, five and 
ten years will come as tittle surprise. 

All of which begs one question. Wouldn't 
you be better off with Schrodcrs? 

You can invest with a minimum of only 
£1,000 in any one unit trust and our regular 
investment scheme costs as little as £25 a month. 


For more information on our world-class 
unit trust performance, just call us free or 
return the coupon below. Alternatively, contact 
your usual financial adviser. 


r m 

I 
I 


Call 0800 002 000 


■n 


» TO: SCHRODERS. CUSTOMER SERVICES DEPT, 
rtl-f/ FREEMST LON 7109. LONDON EC4B4PD 
Please wnd me mv free copy of “How to Invest in a 
j Schroder Unit Trusi“. including information on Schroders 
I range ul luiui>. | jm particularly interested m: 

J UK D US O Japan D Far East O Europe Q 
| Emerging Markets □ All of these □ 

l 

| Name 


Address. 


.Postcode. 


frcanttsdcetswiltB - 




Schroders 


I Tel. No. 

I tonnr /we*, ro pn, e m rchnvm urtor 

with nei inmate reinvested lo 20 .// r ,or 

fir "! " * Sdw ^ r VK £/«««■ 

| fjirsi tlai,' reevniej an Mirtop^l >. ht Ma of J4 anj onr 5 
, itvn Vr// uur . ,fSS. + / („. f.u.Jr, , rZ™ 5 

• zssxiis:?** 

I SJSrw** w,cr C ”W‘ flwr «w ii.os.oa it, 

| $uwrv. li‘<\st'rKTU Intclfit;enec at ill tt . 95 
. Pa ft performance /r nnt nrtessarilv a , <■ . 
tKTf.vnnncc The tulw 

\ them may fall us uvll us rue mJ mirrtorv . 

| hark llur uniumr nWgmii//i inivirrd. The k'ieh jnJhH 
ami reliefs fnm, fa u nkm may 
j (o are those currently ajailahk and 5e.> 

I mi the arnemhincci at ihr individual 
I Unit Trusts Limited is regulated bv IMRO »wt 

L — 1 J 
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Advice for stock-pickers: buy 
what the market wants to sell 



Good as steel: Contrarian Schroder is overweight in industrial stocks like British Steel 


Photograph: David Rose 


By Alison Eadie 


S chroder Income Fund, 
Schroder's first unit trust, 
founded in 1968, is all UK 
and all equity. Its investment 
objective is to invest in shares 
that will increase its dividend 
income faster than the average div- 
idend growth of the main UK equity 
market indices. 

While the yield on the fund, 
presently at 5.1 per cent, is not high 
compared with fixed-interest securi- 
ties such as corporate bonds, the 
potential long-term return is much 
greater than a bond fund because 
share prices tend to outperform 
bond prices. Meanwhile, it is well 
above the current average yield of 
3.97 per cent on the top 100 shares 
and the 3.82 per cent average on the 
All-share index. 

The narrow parameters make the 
fund sound a bit dull - no exotic East- 
ern markets, no whizzy financial 
instruments, no racy recovery stocks 
- but its disciplined approach is the 
key to consistency, according to its 
manager, Chris Rodgers. 

“We do not slavishly go for high- 
yielding stocks as that is a cul-de-sac 
for performance." he says. The skill 
comes in filtering out the dross. 

High yields can indicate that the 
market is overly cautious in rating the 
stock or can signal that the market 
thinks there is something unsafe 
about the company's future or takes 
a gloomy view of future profits 
growth. 

“You have to respect the market," 
Mr Rodgers notes, while taking 
advantage of its imperfections. Now, 
he says, is a good time to buy high- 
yielding stocks, because there are 
some genuinely underrated compa- 
nies on offer. 

According to the Schroder house 
view - the guiding principle in 
Schroder investment decisions - the 
market has got it wrong. In the past 
few months the market has shunned 
income stocks and bought growth 
companies. It has chased consumer 
stocks in the expectation of Budget 
tax cuts but sold industrial stocks as 
UK economic growth slows. 

Schroder believes the slowdown is 
just a mid-cycle stock adjustment and 


expects growth to resume at 25 per 
cent to 3 per cent next year. 

The income fund is therefore 
underweight in consumer goods and 
service sectors and overweight in 
industrial sectors, like engineering, 
where companies arc boosting 
exports on the back of a weak pound 

British Steel is a classic example of 
an income fund play, Mr Rodgers 
points out It price-earnings multiple 
this financial year is less than five and 
its prospective yield is 6.S per cent 
against an average for the market of 
3.8 per cent. 

The rating is derisory as the com- 
pany is not looking over a precipice, 
but is typical of a cyclical stock at the 
peak of the cycle, he says. 

The discipline in stock-picking is 
to select sensibly. “You beat the 
market by buying things in the short 
term that the market wants to sell,” 
Mr Rodgers explains. 

The implicitly contrarian approach 
leads in the long term to outperfor- 
mance. “The total return on income- 
driven investment has historically 
beaten the market,” Mr Rodgers 
claims. 

The trigger for selling is usually 
when the yield drops below the mar- 
ket average, although the income 
fund does not rigidly follow this 
rule. It holds stocks for an average of 
three years and limits its range to a 
total of 90 companies. At present it 
holds 75 companies with 8 per cent 
in convertibles, bought as a cheap 
way into equity. 

The strict formula of the income 
fund limits the prospect of picking 
spectacular winners or losers. How- 
ever, Mr Rodgers points to Glaxo as 
an example of best practice. 

The fund started buying Glaxo 
when drug stocks were put of favour 
due to worries over President Bill 
Clinton’s health-care reforms and 
fears of a squeeze on margins from 
sales of generic drugs. 

Glaxo suffered additionally from 
jitters over the expiry of its Zantac 
patent. Schroder started buying when 
the shares were below £6 and the 
yield 55 per cent 

The shares are now nudging £9 
and they yield 42. per cent Glaxo 


Wellcome, as it is now, remains the 
fund's fourth-largest holding. 

Tuning is the key. Where Schroder 
gets it “wrong”. Mr Rodgers says, is 
if it looks too far ahead when the 
market is preoccupied with short- 
term issues. 

The income fund’s overweight 
stance in property has proved a dis- 
appointment so far as recovery in 
rental growth has not come through 
as fast as expected. 

However, vacant space is falling 
and property shares display wide 
discounts to net asset value and 
above-average yields. 

The house policy is a fundamen- 
tal top-down view of the UK econ- 
omy that prescribes which sectors are 
in and which are out 

Sector specialist analysts and fund 
managers, who divide into three 
stock teams looking at large, medium 
and small UK companies, then do 
the bottom-up stock picking.-. 

• For the medium to smaller com- 
panies the approach is “menu-dri- 
ven" and fund managers select from 
a Schroder-approved list of up to 200 
stocks. 

Schroder is presently keen on 
financial companies because of their 
modest valuations and sensitivity to 
improving interest rate expectations. 
The income fund has almost 30 per 
cent of its assets in financials against 
their weighting in the FTA. All-share 
index of 17.5 per cent. 

life insurance companies are the 
honest favourites, with a weighting 
in the fund of 7.6 per cent against 1.9 
per cent in the All-share. AU the bad 
news on pensions mis-selling and 
sluggish sales growth is in the price, 
Mr Rodgers says. 

The fund is also slightly over- 
weight in medium to small compa- 
nies in the belief that as long as the 
economy continues to grow they 
should perform well. 

With new money continuing to 
flow in - the fund now has £23 0m 
under management - new buy ideas 
can be incorporated without the cost 
of selling the old. 

Good yields on the leading stocks 
mean there is plenty of potential 
value to go for. 
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money 


loose change 


TSB rolls over 
with Tessas 

T SB is offering investors in 
Tessas the chance to roll- 
over the maximum £9,000 of 
capital into a new Tessa and 
use the accumulated income 
(which cannot be rolled over) 
to stan a TSB Pep, where 
income and capital will 
remain tax-free. The mini- 
mum Pep investment will be 
£500 but anyone who can 
combine a maximum £9,000 
Tessa and a £6,000 Pep is 
offered a £250 discount on 
charges. 

For the firsi five months of 
1996 Flemings and Save & 
Prosper are offering a five- 
year escalating-rate Tessa 
earning fixed rates, rising in 
steps from 65 per cent in year 
one to 9 per cent in year five. 
They will pay 75 per cent on 
existing Tessas transferred 


from other providers until 
they would have matured. 

HSBC Investment Bank 
has raised the rate offered on 
its new Tessa for 1996 to 5 per 
cent a year, plus up to 30 per 
cent extra linked to the per- 
formance of the FT-SE 100- 
share index - a maximum 
return of 155 per cent on 
maturity equal to 9.16 per 
cent compound interest. 

Hexible opdons from 
pension bonds 

Albany Life has launched 
n two new pension bonds; a 
five-year flexible pension 
bond, which allows clients to 
take early benefits without 
penalty, and a retirement 
income bond, designed for 
diems who have taken a lump 
sum from a pension scheme. 

Cheshire Building Society 
is offering a new fixed- rale 
mortgage at 7.49 per cent. 


fixed until January 2001, with 
a £300 cashback on 90 per 
cent loans to value (80 per 
cent for remortgages). 

Free dealing for National 
Brid shares 

Y brksftire Building Society’s 
stockbroking arm, York- 
Share. is offering members 
commission-free dealing over 
the telephone for sharehold- 
ers looking to sell or buy 
shares in the National Grid 
following next month's de- 
merger. Lifetime member- 
ship costs £5. Call 0800 736736 
for details. 

Sharelink, the execution- 
only stockbroker, is offering 
a free booklet. How to Select 
and Use Corporate Bonds for 
a Personal Equity Plan. 

Sharelink offers a Premier 
Pep saving* plan with contri- 
butions as little as £30 a 
month. Charges are being 


reduced to £30 a quarter plus 
VAT maximum and £4 plus 
VAT minimum on single- 
company Peps. 

Cheaper home insurance 
for the Home Counties 

H ill House Hammond is 
reducing buildings insur- 
ance rates for properties in 
London and the Home Coun- 
ties to £1.54 per £1,000 
insured, whicb it claims will 
undercut the market by up to 
50 per cent. It believes these 
areas were unfairly penalised 
due to storms and subsidence 
over the last decade. 

Direct Line is offering ail 
motorists with comprehen- 
sive motor policies with any 
insurer the chance to apply by 
phone for unsecured personal 
loans between £1,000 and 
£15,000 over one to five years 
at rates between 13.6 per cent 
and 17.7 per cent APR. 


The new 
Mercury 
Investor 


Guide 



Published every six months, The 
Mercury Investor’s Guide is a new, free, 
40-page publication that will prove 
invaluable to anyone interested in 
investing. 

With thought-provoking articles by 
well-respected financial journalists 
and comprehensive details on Mercury 
Asset Management's extensive invest- 
ment range, it makes compelling 
reading. 

For your free copy, please call us now 
or return the coupon. 



To: Mercury Investment Services Ltd, FREEPOST, 
London EC4B 4DQ. Please send me my FREE copy ol The 
Mercury Investor's Guide. MGM7 

Surname 


First name 


Title 


Address 


Postcode 


MERCURY 

A S sr.T M A N A G h M F N T 


~n>c value ol lim a trraen ts ray Bucnuie and are not guaranteed. ■ Issued by Mercury (nv 


BRITAIN'S LEADING INVESTMENT HOUSE 

i 1 


in Sen 


_ i Ltd. 33 King WUHam Street. London EC4R9AS. wMcfi li regubredtnr the Personal 

Investment Authority and reptesests only the Mercury MarteUng Group and us packaipd products which include unit trusts, PEFt and pensions. ■ We wfllnot disclose any ol your 
details ouukle Mercury, its associated companies and agents. We may mite to lefl yoa about other Group products; IT would prefer not lo metre such detail*, please wrlleu>us. 
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TRUST 
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New lease of life 

How the Leasehold Reform Act can be 
used to your advantage. By Ian Hunter 


HeH 

Davidson 
discovered 
the bard 
way that a 
storm is 
more than 
heavy ram 


What happens when the ceiling falls in? 

Household insurance may be less comprehensive than you expect By Paul Gosling 


F] n June this year the ceiling of 
pNeil Davidson's Glasgow flat 
|| fell in. The property was well 
fj maintained, there had been 
Oj no floods in the building that 
£] he knew- of, and there was no 
obvious cause. Mr Davidson 
assumed that his insurance pol- 
icy would meet the repair cost, 
especially' when a survey com- 
missioned by him concluded 
rhaf rhe damage was caused by 
a leak from the roof. 

Sadly for Mr Davidson, he 
found the protection of insur- 
ance to be less comprehensive 
than he assumed. A loss 
adjuster brought in by the 
insurer, Independent Insurance, 
concluded that there was no 
proof that the collapse had 
actually been caused by a storm 
or damage to the roof, and the 
claim was rejected. The loss 
adjuster had examined weather 


records for June and Lhere had 
been no storms registered that, 
in his view, would have caused 
the collapse. 

Independent Insurance, 
when rejecting the claim, wrote: 
“The burden of proof of loss by 
a peril as described in the pol- 
icy rests firmly with the policy- 
holder and unless they dis- 
charge that proof then there are 
no grounds upon which to meet 
a claim under the policy." In 
plain English the policyholder 
has to prove the cause and 
effect for a claim to be valid. 

Mr Davidson's father. Dr 
Campbell Davidson, has now 
referred the case to the insur- 
ance ombudsman, saying that 
where there is doubt the insurer 
should accept liability. “While 
one can sympathise with insur- 
ance companies," Dr Davidson 
says, “one also has to acknowl- 


edge that cLaiming appears to be 
a particularly difficult proce- 
dure.” He says it is unfair that 
the onus of proof should be on 
the claimant, particularly when 
they are refused access to the 
loss adjuster's report. 

Dr Davidson says that he wiU 
in future consider more care- 
fully what risks are included in 
a policy, and what perils are 
excluded. He also believes there 
should be a legal requirement 
on insurers to release the con- 
tents of any survey commis- 
sioned by them. 

Malcolm Thrling, spokesman 
for the Association of British 
Insurers, says this is often what 
happens. “There is no legal 
obligation to show the loss 
adjuster's report as it is paid for 
by the insurer. A surveyor’s 
report is slightly different. Lf the 
insured Jias his own report and 


there is any conflict it is not 
unusual to show the insured any 
conflicting information." 

Mr Tarling says that in prac- 
tice it is usually up to the insurer 
to disprove that a claim was 
valid. Most claims are clear, he 
says, but one exception to this 
is with water penetration, for 
which it can be difficult to find 
the cause. 

“You can end up with one 
expert saying one thing, and 
another the other, which goes to 
arbitration by the insurance 
ombudsman. That is a recog- 
nised arbitration system, pro- 
vided the insurer is a member of 
the scheme, which most are.“ 

Dr Davidson has now 
referred the dispute to the 
insurance ombudsman, and a 
spokeswoman for Independent 
Insurance said: “That is the 
complaints procedure which 
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Exceptionally high rates of interest, backed by the 
solid reassurance of one of the UK's top twenty building 
societies, is a combination that investors will inevitably 
find irresistible. 

With the added benefit of interest paid gross, it's an 
investment that's very difficult to beat. 

THE MORE YOU INVEST - 
THE HIGHER YOUR INTEREST RATE 

You can invest any amount in Guernsey Sixty, From 
a minimum of £10,000 to a maximum of £1 million. 

The size of your balance determines the interest 


should have been followed in 
the first place.” 

Michael Lovegrove, a 
spokesman for the insurance 
ombudsman, said: “Hie onus of 
proof lies with the policyholder. 
Water damage is a hoary old 
chestnut We get lots of claims 
over this. The peril insured is 
storm. There is no precise legal 
definition of what constitutes a 
storm, but there is legal guid- 
ance, and it is more than just 
heavy rain. 

“You often get a roof worn 
out, especially flat felt roofs, and 
it rains and gets damp and the 
insurer says there is no evidence 
of storm damage. When we 
look at this we do want to look 
at meteorological records; there 
has to be a specific storm on a 
specific day. Sometimes we do 
find in favour of the policy- 
holder.” 

An insurer is also entirety jus- 
tified in withholding the loss 
adjuster's report and survey, 
says Mr Lovegrove, since it is 
commissioned and paid for by 
the insurer. 

“We would look at the poli- 
cyholder’s own report and sur- 
vey. If we have doubts we may 
commission a report ourselves. 
This applies to any case. ..” he 
said. 


Duying (and selling) a leasehold 
Bflat can be a difficult task, par- 
ticularly if lending institutions 
believe itto be a wasting asset not 
suitable for a mortgage. 

Sellers can make their flats more 
attractive, however, by extending 
the lease before putting them on 
the market. The Leasehold 
Reform (Housing and Urban 
Development) Act 1993 gives 
leaseholders the right to extend 
their lease terms. To date, it has not 
proved to be the nightmare free- 
holders feared or the god-send for 
which leaseholders prayed. 

Nationwide Building Society 
insists that before a mortgage is 
granted, the tease should have at 
least 30 years to run after the end 
of the mortgage term. Most other 
lending institutions have similar 
requirements. Abbey National will 
consider granting a mortgage on 
leases in central London that have 
a shorter term. 

The legal position is that when 
the lease comes to an end, the 
property reverts to the landlord, 
although the option is open to the 
tenant to negotiate an extension. 

The Leasehold Reform (Hous- 
ing and Urban Development) Act 
1993 provides, subject to the sat- 
isfaction of certain criteria, lenams 
of flats with leases of more than 21 
years to run with the statutory right 
to a 90-year lease extension. 
Broadly, excluded flats are those 
owned by charitable housing trusts 
and properties where the landlord 
has been resident for at least 12 
months and there are four or less 
individual flats in the building. 

Tenants wishing to apply for a 
lease extension must serve notice 
on the landlord suggesting a pre- 
mium in return for the lease exten- 
sion. The landlord will serve a 
counter-notice either accepting 
the proposal or setting out 
counter-proposals. If the parties 
cannot agree a price, the matter 
will be referred to the Leasehold 
Valuation Tribunal. 

The premium agreed is paid to 
the landlord together with his pro- 
fessional fees, which usually 
include the services of a surveyor 
and a solicitor. Andrew Scott, a 
surveyor and partner with London 
surveyors Lane Fox, explains: “The 
premium paid should represent the 
value by which the landlord's inter- 
est is reduced, plus the landlord’s 
share of the so-called marriage 
value. The marriage value is the 
increase in the value of the flat fol- 
lowing the lease extension. The 
freeholder is entitled to at least 50 
per cent of this by way of a 
premium.” 

Mr Scon adds: “In some cases, 
landlords have been able to drag 


matters out in order t°de l ^ le £- 
ants from using this procedure. As 
tenants are liable to pay the land- 
lord's professional fees if th * [“jj" 
lord can drag matters out by 
appealing decisions and challeng- 
inTttetenant at every juncture, 

Sfre is a hope that the rising pro- 

ants from proceeding. L^lords 
of large blocks of flats will often 
fight tire first tenant whoseeksa 
lease extension particularly hard. 
If they can establish a high pre- 
mium for the lease extension , this 
will be used as a precedent tor any 
other tenants who may subse- 
quently submit an application. 

Even if a leaseholder does not 
have a statutory right to a lease 

extension because the terms ot the 
1993 Act are not satisfied, it may 
Still be in the landlord s interest to 

ne pSrt a i of the Landlord and Ten- 
ant Act 1954 gives a tenant right of 
continued occupation after the 
expiry of the lease. The continued 
occupation may not give the land- 
lord a reasonable yield on his 
investment and. therefore, he may 
be prepared to negotiate a lease 
extension. 

Any tenant seeking to negouate 
a lease extension should first estab- 
lish the average term of leases in 
the area in order to determine 
whether paying for an extension is 
a cost-effective exercise. Madeline 
Simpson, an estate agent with 
London firm Sebastians, explains: 
“It may be perfectly sensible to buy 
a property with a 36-year lease in 
Belgravia as this is characteristic 
for rhe area. To chase a lease of the 
same length in other parts of Lon- 
don may be extremely unwise." 

Ms Simpson says that in Fulham, 
west London, many clients will not 
consider a property with a lease life 
of less than 75 years. “We have one 
two-bedroom flat valued at 
£120,000 with 76 years left to run. 
The freeholder wants £7.000 in 
order to extend the lease term to 
99 years ” she says. 

“In other cases the landlord is 
just not interested in negotiating. 
One client has a fantastic flat 
which, because it has less than 25 
years to run, is simply unmar- 
ketable. The problem is the land- 
lord lives in the flat above and does 
not want to grant an extension and 
the tenant does not have a statu- 
tory right to a lease extension.” 

Carolynn Davis, a property spe- 
cialist with City law firm Druce & 
Attlee, comments: “If a landlord is 
prepared to grant a lease exten- 
sion. the tenant should use the 
opportunity to address any areas of 
contention, such as repairing 
covenants and service charges." 
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Our regular contribution with-profits pension plan 
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Sunday Television and 


BBC1 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


7.00 FILM: DevlTs Canyon (Alfred Werker 1953 US). 
Curious prison movteVwestem hybrid in which 
Dale Robertson is wrongly jailed (40930). 

8.30 Breakfast with Frost (1 0336). 

930 First Light Terry Waite (S) (833361 

10.00 See Hear! (S) (30797). 

1030 Suenos - World Spanish (5) (3882189). 

10.45 This Multimedia Business. E-mail (8032882). 

11.00 The 11th Hour (SJ (22862). 

12.00 CountryFBe (S) (45688). 

1230 News; on the Record (21249). * 

130 EastEnders. Omnibus (Si (5784572). * 

235 Ice Fox. Arctic foxes (R) (6849268). * 

3.55 The Bookworm (S) (5836539). * 

435 The Clothes Show. Hair-loss cures (6824978). * 

430 A Nose Through Nature. More Smetl-O-Vision, 
this time Vic Reeves and Bob Mortimer's ©ids to 
nature. The scratch ’n' sniff cards seem to include 
a fore's backside and skunk (S) (2584607). * 

5-20 The Great Antiques Hunt (41621 71). 

6.00 News; Weather (292201) * 

630 Local News (826317). 

6.25 Songs of Praise. From Dewsbury (S) 

(847626). * 

7.00 Just WOGam (S) (3404). * 

730 Showstoppers. Beverley Craven, John Nettles 
and Luther Vandrass fSJ (404355). 

830 Hotshots. Elephants (R) (S) (339046). 

830 The Vicar of Dibley (R) (S) (8959). * 

9.00 The Final Cut 4/4. FU gets to stage his “act of 
wanton egression calling for decisive action by a 
strong leader”. Last in series CS) (319404). * 

9.55 News; Weather (215268). * 

10.10 Everyman SpecfaL Breach of RaBh Charismatic 
priest (aka “rave wear”) Chris Brain speaks for 
the first time on television about this summer's 
sex scandal when It was dafmed he sexually 
abused more than 20 female members of his : 
church (S) (733411). 

1 1.00 Heart of the Mattec Joan Bakewell asks what 
lessons .are to be learned from the experience of 
the Ch ris Brain case (S) (610317). 

1135 BUS Hound of the BasfcerviDes (Terence Fisher 
1959 UK). H&tiy regarded ttemmer version of 
the Sherlock Holmes case, with Peter Cushing as 
the pipe smoker, Andre MordJ as Dr Watson and 
Christopher Lee as Sir Henry (656794). * 

1 .00 Weather (3987008). To 1.05am. 

REGIONS. Wales: 12.00pm Homeland. 10.10 Kane's 

Wales. 10.40 Everyman Special. 1130 Heart 
of the Matter. 12.05 Film: Hound of the 
Baskervflles. 130 News. Nl: 2.55pm Now Ybu’re 
Talking. 3.20 Ulster in Focus. 3.40 Ulster Mir- 
ror. 11.35 Belfast Boxers. 12.05 Inside Ulster 
News. 12.10 Rim: Brass Target 


730 Chfldren’s BBC: Tales of the Tooth Fairies 
(2702997). 7.35 The Adventures of Skippy 
(1 746201 X 8.00 Playdays (1723930). 8.20 
Mortimer and Arabel (8762355X B35 
Jackanory. Catch it while you still can. Diane- 
Louise Jordan reads The Secret Garden 
(7812201). 8.50 Bite 167795391 9.05 The 
Animals of Farthing Wood (9802607). 9.30 
Skeleton Warriors (79800461 9.55 Travel Bug 
(79980651 1035 Grange Hill (47520461 

10.50 The Queen's Nose (96465101 11.15 
Growing Up Wild (80518461 

11.40 Star Trek. Dr Roger Korby’s plan to repopulate 
the Universe with androids raises Captain Kirk's 
eyebrows (R) (4633249). * 

1230 The Sunday Show (S) (9602143). 

1.15 The 0 Zone. With M People and Lenny Kravitz 
(S) (23329336). 

130 Around Westminster (84065). 

2L00 Snooker. Live coverage from Preston, with Peter 
Ebdon and Steve Davis due out on the green 
baize (S) (12605201). 

5.10 Rugjy Special. Heights from Western Samoa 
vs Cambridge University (S) (7680959). 

6.10 The Trials of Life. How animals recognise friends 
and respect the power of rivals (R) (S) (580794). 

7.00 On the Road Again. Simon Dring continues to 
relive the hippy trail to India, running into snow 
and war in eastern Turkey, before tire 3,000 mile 
slog across Iran (5) (1046). * 

730 The Art Marathon. The concluding programme 
and it's ail coming together in Londonderry where 
amateur art-col lectors have returned with their 
selected hoard. Now the practical problems of 
mounting their show begin (S) (402997). 

8 30 The Money Prog ra mme. The battle between out- 
and-out private hospitals and the private wings 
being developed in NHS hospitals by business- 
minded NHS trusts (373152). * 

9.00 Victoria Wood as Seen on TV (R) (5369). * 

930 The Mrs Merton Show. Germaine Greer, PJ and 

Duncan and Michael Parkinson subject 
thems elves to a gentle ribbir^ (S) (65930). * 

10.00 »« The Mission (Roland Jofle 1986 UK). 
18th-century Jesuit priest Jeremy Irons 
establishes a mission In the South American 
jungle and recruits the help of former slave trader 
Robert De Niro. See The Big Picture, p32 
(4591). * 

12.00 Snooker. Highlights of today's play (S) (37350). 

2.00 The Learning Zone: 7b 6.00am. 

REGIONS. Wales: 1.30pm Welsh Lobby 5.10 Scrum 

5. Nl: 1.30pm 29 Bedford Street 5.10 Rugby 
Special from Northern Ireland. 


6.00 GMTV. 6.00 The Sunday Review. 630 News 
and Sport 7.00 The Sunday Programme 
(48607). 

8.00 Disney Club. With concept pop twins Gemini! 
and David Hayes from Riverdance - and Yvette 
Fielding joins the army (S) (72609846). * 

30.15 Link (S) (323971 3X * 

10.30 This Sunday. Paul Heiney and Jenni Murray have 
gotreligon. Including 11.00 Morning Warship 
from Tavistock Methodist Church (S) (64978). * 

1230 Crosstalk (72220). 

1.00 News, Weather (23337355). * 

1.10 Jonathan Mmbkby (S) (5 982978). 

230 Opening Shot Profile of 16-year-old American 
“singing sensation” Brandy Norwood (S) (7084). 

230 The Sunday Match. Watford vs Norwich Gty 

(3986586a 

5.05 The Practice. Documentary about an inner-city 
doctors' surgery (7401 084). 

535 The London Progr am me. Sexism in the City 
investigated (320442). 

6.05 London Tbn&it, Weather (589249). * 

630 News, Weather (558404). * 

630 Schofield's Quest John Inman's quest to restore 
a seaside pier. Lord knows what Schofield's quest 
is (5) (607). 

7.00 Heartbeat Greengrass and Blateton get trapped 
underground in the pursuit of buried loot (S) 
(7317). • 

8.00 The Beatles Anthology. See Preview, p32 (S) 
(6065). * 

9.00 London's Burning- Recall bids a tearful farewell 
to his family (SJ(620JJ.* 

10.00 News, Weather (894959). * 

10.15 A Tribute Is Marti. Nina Myskow, one of Marti 
Caine's closest friends, despite the famous 
badinage on New faces, presents this tribute to 
the la te comedienne (341084). 

11.15 BBBThe Natural (Barry Levinson 1984 US). 
Misty-eyed, heavily mytholigising version of 
Bernard Malamud's great baseball fable, that 
absolutely demands a suspension of disbelief. 
Redford is the “natural" of the title, a talented 
ball-slugger whose career Is cut short by a beak 
shooting accident 16 years on he has the chance 
of redemption. Glenn Close, Kim Basinger, Robert 
Duval and Barbara Hershey co-star 
(41273930). 

1.45 Sedge Hammer (1991 1). 

2.15Tenbafl(ffJ (S) (1571805). 

3.00 Hollywood Report (R) (S) (69447). 

330 Cue the Music. Toots and the Maytels (69379). 

430 hHghdaysand Holidays (R) (86880805). 

435 Travel Thais (51237331). 

5.15 Nte Bites (77) (1503843). To 5.30am. 


Radio 


Radiol 

fi7^99JKFW 

7.00am Kevin Greening 10.00 
Dave Pearce 2.00 Soul on Sunday 

4.00 UK Top 40 7.00 In the Bag 

8.00 Radio 1 Rock Show 10.00 
Andy Kershaw 12,00 Mark Tbn- 
derai 4.00-€30am.CUve Warren 

Radio 2 

08-90 J9MFV 

7.00am Don Maclean 9.05 
Michael Aspel 1030 Hayes on 
Sunday 12.00 Desmond Carrington 

2.00 Benny Green 3.00 David Ja- 
cobs 4.00 Tea at the Berystede 
430 Sing Something Simple 5.00 
Charlie Chester 7.00 Vtalerie Solti 
830 Sunday Half Hour 9 j 00 Wan 
Keith 10.00 VY&gons Roll 12.05 
Steve Madden 3.00- 6.00am Alex 
Lester. 

Radio 3 

S01-9Z4»rfH 

635am Open Uitivwsfly. 7.00 Sa- 
cred and Profane. . 

8.55 Choice of Three. 

9.00 Brian Kay’s Sunday Morning. 

12.15 Music Matters. , 

1.00 News; Fairest Isle Songbook. 

1.15 Fairest Isle. 

1.45 The Sunday Concert. Gunther 
Herttg (Condartor). Wfebeft 
Overture: Oberon. Bruch: Vtofln 
Concerto No 1 in G minoc 
Beethoven: Symphony No 3 In E 
flat (Eroica). 

3-10 Spirit of the Age. A Sussex 
-Carol. Christopher Page recap- 
tures the sights and sounds of 
medieval Sussex. (1/2). 

4.10 Maxim Vengerov. The young 
Russian violinist performs a 
recital with, pianist Itamar Golan. 
Mozart: Sonata in A (K3Q5). 
Beethoven: Sonata In F, Op 24 
(Spring). Prokofievs: Sonata No2.. 
In D, Op 94b. Shostakovich, err 
Tsyganov: 10 Preludes. 

5^15 Sunday Feature: The D-O- 
Drunten P-P-Poet A profile of - 
Thomas Durfey 

630 Ended ion Quartet Bruno Giu- 
ranna (viola). Bartok: String 
Quartet.No 3. Mozart: String . 
Quintet in G minor . 

730 The Sunday Play: Don 

Quixote. A dra mati s a tion of Dur- : 
%'s-300-year-okJ work by Don .. 
Taylor; with the original music of 
Ecdes, Purcehantl others recon- 
stderad in e fresh version. 

10.40 BBC Symphony Chorus. 
London Gabrieli Brass Ensem- 
bl^Stephen Jackson. Ives.- Three 
Harvest Hone Chorales; Psalm 
67. BmufBtn: Salt In the Blood. 
11.15-i230am Record Review. 



Choice 


Satellite 


The career of Thomas D'Urfey - 
forgotten poet, actor, composer, 
singer, publisher and playwright of 
the Restoration - is unearthed In 
The D-D-Drunken P-P-Poet 
(5.45pm R3); quite why he was 
forgotten is revealed in his Don 
Quimte (left) (7.30pm R3), a jolly, 
sprawling mess understandably 
unperformed for 300 years. 


Radio 4 

BtlMMbHiUMfeLM 
6.00am News. 

6.10 Something Understood. 

635 Weather. 

7.00 News. 

7.10 Sunday Papers. 

7.15 The Living WjritL 14/6). 

7 40 Sunday. 

8.50 The Week's Good Cause. 

835 Weather. 

930 News. 

.9.10 Sunday Papers. 

9.15 Letter from America. 

930 Mooting Service. 

10.15 The Archers. 

1U5 Mediumwam. 

1145 Four Comets. The Net (4/6). 
12-15 Desert Island Discs. 

1235 Weather: 

1.00 The World 
1JSS Shipping, 

2.00 Ganfeherst Question Time. 
230 The Classic Serial: The Batch - 

ester Chronicles. By Anthony 
Trollope. (20. 

330 Pick: of the Week. 

4.15 Analysis. _ . 

530 News; American Beauty. (1/2). 
530 Poetry Ptease! ■ 

5.50 Shipping. 

535 Weather. 

6.00 Sbc O'clock News. 

6.15 Feedbeek. 

630 In Business. 
74»CMdwikBBCRado*W«B 

Mahon ty Louisa toy Alert. <6®. 
730 Artists and Admirers. The 
^nationally charged relationship 
of Rupert.Srooto and Noel Oliver 
as revealed by their letters. 0/3). 

. 330 (EM) Naroral Kstary Ptogpmma; 
830- (LW) Suenos - World Span- 
ish- 84&{LW) The French EbqpB- 
rierice. SllStiLW) Short Stwtea 
in ftaften. (4/4). 930 OW) - . 
When in Dtattano. 43/5). 
830 (FMJThars HbtoryL Uixatipn. 

9.00 (Flfl UK pic. What are ' 
Britain^ eamomic prospects for 
the 21st Century? (6/6). 

930 (FM) Cbstirig the Earth. 

939 Weather: 

: 10.00 News.. 

10.15 Medldne Now. 

1045 Eureka. (3/6). . 

1115 In CdmmitteB. 


11-45 Seeds of fatfi. Cl/2). 

1200 News. 

1230 late Book: A Good Ear. By 
Helen Lamb. 

1248 Shipping 
LOOam As VVbrid Servica 

Radio 5 
mmurm 

6j05am Snalght Up 630 Brian Hayes 
at Breal^st 935 Sunday wtti Mafr 
1135 Spadai Assfcvnert 1235 Gary 
LfoekertSuratay Sport 635 Jm and 
Ihe Doc 730 News Extra 735 The 
Add Test 8351^1 leaps 835 Wad 
Up! 935 DaDyn WbridwUa 1035 Un- 
born in the USA 1035 Ctkne Desk 
1L00 Ngit Extra 12jOS Nt^ticaB 
235 Up AO Night 530 Reports 

ChssfcFM 

aaUMOLMkAO 

630am Sarah Lucas. 9.00 Classic fi> 
mance. 1230 Cdebri^ Choice. 130 
Alan Mann 330 Masterclass. Dvorak: 
Czech SuflE (Iwo Movements). 430 
Robert Booth. 7.00 Book Browse. 

830 Classic FM Evening Concert PUr- 
cefc Overture: The Fary Oreen. War- 
lodu Caprid Stde. Bach: Canbtia No 
82 Och hate ^nugL Copland: (Met 
Oly Schubert: Mass in G. 1030 
Howard’s Wbek. 1230 Andre Leca 
430-630mt Eriarit Griffith. 

VkpiRarfio 

0215. 1197-12608! WHfiBHlHB 
630am Janey Lee Grace 1030 Gra- 
ham Dene 230 Nfcky Horae 630 
Mich Johnson 1030 Howard ftarce. 
200-630am RaUn Barto 

WoridSenice 

asBUttu* 

130m WxU News 130 Press Re- 
view 1.15 Animals of Rower 130 
Anything Goes 2-00 Newsday 230 
Composer of the Moutii 3.00 VlferkJ 
News 335 Sports Roundup 330 
Jazz for tteAsting 430 Newedesk 
430 Off the Shelf: Middlemarch 

6/244,45 Animals of Riwer 530 
Newsday 530 Andy Kershaw's 
Wbrid of music 


SET WE 

730am Har of Rows (751521 
830 Onti-Lashed (3867751 
1030 Shot* (75882). 1130 
RKteards tarn the Hecfee (44794). 
130 The Hit Wx (35713). 230 
The Dukes of Hazard (407941. 
330 Star Truk (44997?. 4.00 
WWF(23404X 530 Great Escapes 
(9084). 530 Raver Rsngas 
(68621 630 The Simpsons 
(37751 630 The Srmpeons 
(7355). 730 Beverly Hffls 90210 
(6351 01 830 Star Trek (499301 

9.00 Highlander (697941 1030 
Renegade (628811 1130 LA Law 
(877131 1230 Entertainment 
Tbnlght: (53263501 1230 Site 
( 3427282 X 130 Comic Strip Live 
(98696021 2.00-630em l-fit Mix 
Lung Play (8756282). 

SV MOVES 

630am Showcase (917131 830 
Vfelk Lite a Man (1987) (31046). 
1030 The Miracle Wbttar (1962) 

( 18046 1 1230 The Adventures of 
the Wklemess Family (1975) 
(54997). 230 The Land That 
Time For® * (1975) (531331 430 
The Poseidon Adventure (1972) 
(34231 6.00 Goidiinger (1964) 
(73997). 830 The Temp (1993) 
(78442). 1030 LAccompagnatrtce 
09921 (422065). 11-55 The 
Movie Show. (4006861 12-25 
Death Match (1994) (427114). 
230 Ruby Cairo (1992) 

(2468431 330630am Seeds of 
Deception (1994) (916870601 

ftKNEOMMD. 

630am Tsnan and the Trappers 
(1958) (342491 730 Ivanhoe 
(1986) (373361 830 Sir® the 
Lion (36775). 10.00 AS That 
Heaven Allows (1955) (166881 
1230 The WNpptng Boy (1994) 
(525391 2.00 ChBdren of the Dark 
(1994) (517751 430 Official De- 
ntal (1993) (20651 630 hw 
Much Trouble (1994) { 715391 
830 Grumpy Ok) Men (1993) 
(76084). 1030 -terror in' the rflght 
(1993) (4331891 1L35 Thunder- 
heart (1992) (7426263 . 135 AmJ- 
tyv3a: A New Generation (1992) 
(2688241 3.106.00am Beyond 
Betrayal (1993) (75661263). 

aorwMESGiu 

1230pm EJmer Gantry (1960) 
(788396481 235 CUzen Kane 
(1941) (281862). 425 Cash of 
the Titers (19S1) (476649591 
635 Build My GaSowsHieh 
(1947) (58461539). 8J0 A Fish 
Called Wanda (1988) 

(254137131 1030 RamfaO: First 
Hood Fhrtll (1987) (969046) 


11.45 wanted: Dead or Aftre 
(1986) (179881). 1353.10am 
Ckseiy Observed Trains (1966) 
(3486691 

Bl GOLD 

730am Lassie (3199688). 7JZ5 
Going for Gob) (3101423). 730 
Spring and Autumn (3105978). 
820 And Mother Makes Five 
(6180317). 830 When the Boat 
Comes In (32744041 945 Pink 
Farther (1656171). 1005 Dr 
Wto (391351331 1230 The 
Dawson Watch (89732681 1230 
ttAfnt Half Hot, Mum (27978811 
130 Film: The Square ftg 
(37759881). 240 Kenn/s Comte 
CMS (18249781 3.00 Tha Bffl 
(32629978). 5JL5 Bergerac 
(77536978). 620 Some Mothers 
Do 'tee ’Em (81825391 730 Bud 
Daniels (41689591 830 
Howards' Way (41 776071 9JJ0 
Minder (519105391 1035 Bob 
Monkhouse (201003551 11.15 
Special Branch (75614421 12.15 
The Mad Death (796507181 L20 
PUbfic Eye (29323311 2.15- 
7-OOvn Shopping at 
(78056691 

sn SPORTS 

730am Bastetoatl (12423). 930 
Bating (72683). 1230 Goals on 
Sunday (117941 12.00 Fborbafl - 
Live (5546881 230 Football - 
Live (92499301 6-30 Wbrid Soc- 
cer (3171). 730 Rugby Union 7s 
(581251 930 Football Special 

(26893Q1 1230-2.00am Rugby 

Union 7s (1 7534). 

SKY SPORTS 2 

730am Soccer Extra (10253171 
1130 Tennis -Uve (78942491 
230 Skating (59880651 230 
Snakeboanfe% (65526261 330 
SnowboartSng (69675721 330 
BasketbaS (24460651 530 
Teaches Pi* Quiz (6556442). 

6.00 NFL- Live (6888572). 930 
Golf (9519065). 1130 Tennis 
(5463997). 1230-130am Snale- 
boartfing (8087574). 

EHMSPORr 

730am Equestri an is m (73152). 
830 Skiing (7631 71 1030 Truck 
facing (2662®. lLOOWfe&tfft- 
Ing (770461 130 Skiing (2797®. 
130 Uve Skflng f 641249 1 430 
Uve Skiing (3794). 530LheSW- 
tng (72682681 OdSOosaCoun- 
try Skiing (6422681 730 Skarg 
(74041 730 Uve SkBng (44231 
830 Uve Skiing (197794) 8*5 
Skflng (783959). 930 Equestrian- 
ism (93238) 1030 Baxhg 
(437151 1130 Golf (127751 



Channel 4 


ITV/Regions 


630 Bfitd (R) (S) (7430152). 

6^5 The Herbs. An escaped rirais I'ror is 
impersonating Parsley (R) (1 098713). 

7.10 Lift Off (R) (S) (9616607). 

7.40 The Great Bong (S) (3690688). 

7.55 The Baby-Sitters Club (1 75731 7). 

8.25 When on Earth Is Carmen SandJego? fSJ 

(1733317). 

830 Exosquad (S) (3629152). 

9.20 Rurmfr« the HaOs (R) (S) (98182681 * 

9.45 The Pink Panther Show (S) (4325220). 

10.00 AaahhMH Real Monsters! (S) (3 214404). 

10.15 Saved bytheBefl:The New Class (4741930). * 

10.40 Wise Up. Junior points of view (S) (5551046). 

11.15 Rawhide (71 7978). 

12.15 Mission Impo ss ible. A shipment of arms that 
could bring war to the Near East concerns IMF 
(699143). * 

1.15 Football HaBa. Fiorentina vs Intemazbnale 
(60347607). 

330 E DB BeH. Book and Canrfie (Richard Quine 
1958 US). Comedy based on the hit play by John 
Van Druten. James Stewart plays a New York 
publisher who falls in love with witch Kim Novak, 
thanks to her handiness with a spell. With Jack 
Lemmon and Ernie Kovacs (9 4607). * 

530 HoHyoaks. Last Monday's episode (R) (S) (864). 

6.00 The Persuaders! (88881). * 

7.00 Equinox: Gloria's Trade Death (S) (5959). 

8.00 Soviet Echoes. How musicians such as 
Stravinsky, Shostakovich and Prokofiev coped 
with the pressures of pleasing politicians such as 
Staim - the story aided by unseen footage from 
the Soviet archives (S) (4607). * 

9.00 The Last Europeans. See Preview. p32 (7171). 

10.00 09 Rush (Lili Fini Zanuck 1991 US). 1 970s 

narcotics cops Jennifer Jason Leigh and Jason 
Patric go underaxer and start using smack 
themselves. Grunge gloomy method-acting with 
an Eric Clapton score, if that's your opiate ?SJ 
(67395133). * 

12.15 BS3 Zero Patience (John Greyson 1993 Can). 
An Akte comedy-musical, would you believe it, 
with John Robinson as the 20th-century 
reincarnation of the British explorer, 
anthropologist and homophobe Sir Richard 
Burton and Normand Fauteux as the ghost of 
fatient Zero, the Canadian air steward now 
mythologised as having brought the Aids virus to 
North America (4J9060J. 

2.10 The Orchestra. Six pieces of classical music are 
given the rock video treatment try Oscar-winning 
poet iconoclast Zbig Rytxzynski (R) (521 5 008). 

3.15 Zbig Conducts the Orchestra (R) (37418669). 

To 3.40am. 


Pastimes 

Chess William Hartston 


5J0 BehndB« WansWMs (740035SX 540 Phcto H*Ji 
(3297131 145m Msmmas(3®ID 2I5am (TV SnrtQ& 
sics (598321 2A5mi Tl« Abum Stow a«fia05). 3A0am 
HofcwtSliqMrt 08101343). 435am The Oat Show 
I9406973L 530630m De Medd KBchen (40824/ 

TDEissflunsraE 

to Lintel aKHk X2L25pm ttrfa The ftev Gtortutes 
(552 5423L230Wway ID Heauen (8)24171/ 2^5Ffct 

GokKn SMb C24fl®ffl/ 430 Jnt The Famous five (8fi2> 
*ti£ Tlw^WBrtd n Ow Garfms (862/ 530 R«J»d WhXfr 
fcy (5692404). 1L15 New Warn (3876261 1L45 Quc 
wt P86997/ 1215m American GteiSans 0254422/ 
l3tenZuCteoi Den 099675® L15am Bit Baa* 
L 435630m jobteder (9476295/ 


canuL 

Ai London 
hd - LMf> 


rsVbu’ Shut (7084/ 2-30 FboT 

_ . I WwtoSprt: Respect (8336/ 

530 MKim (860327/ U-15 Ute tan the Crytf 
(387626) lL45Hgk»0odfaxjt(326S491 1220am Firt 
Ganidi (65556447/ 330m Cue Ihe Mibc 0092282) 
435am JobMer (3052089/ 520430m Aaan Eye 
(4548447/ 

m 

As Londen cazpfc 1225pra rtfest BafcS Bn (5506775). 
VIOteP*ree™itay®06775/ 230 Wtet ThaShaoe 
d Tte» (7060925/ WWa WUtfi Aeenob (7084/ ! 

Bairai ffc-sfa5 (70601220). 230 Dtete ( 

Time (2085327/ 235 West Vfal Matth Plus ( 
note: Soccer Sunday (6B3433SI 335 MunH She VMb 
( 75429551 445 WteAnBWM £2988641. «*£ fa- 
fed Htrii (298854/ 545 Kte Behnd (he R*taa? Vtes 
(3483871 MkteTelwhxwr (245572/ S45Vfet. TheFa- 
maaFM (798838/ IftlSOO?- Ihe faun (342054/ 1L15 
tbs tan ttiaCiypt (387625/ U A5 Piemr. CeS Bb* H 
(345539/ I2Afim Fant Stand Alone (236485/ 235ara 
Hotanod Report (790875® 335am Cue lt« Musk: 
(6&2GCE/ 430530m fat The SJUB (722241 


78 Unfen mete 1230Bm St«n Ons /7052046/230 
t .23D)\iB Mention Mattti (67736133). 
JTBH25797751. 530 Behind the FWace Wfc 
(5072404 530TheVfeee (®8355/ M.15 007- Ihe Re- 
turn (342084/ 1U5 The Pier (756539/ 1L40 Mertdtm 
Audi (702233/ lZ40aa Beyond Rutty (4948622/ 
105am ht&un (724282X 2-/tan nva»tCtdcs (59832/ 
2A5am Thu Aim Shu*/ (2 446805/ 340am HdMwod fa 

S (282028431 435m The Chart Show(94069^/ 530- 
lam De Merici Kitchen (4Q824L 

wesnwin 

Aslmkuauyt 12-30pm WtetaurtiyUpbte (9238626/ 
230 Falr'to F4r (7034/ 230 Wfeeten) Match (520. 330 
SnihQuBy (6592/ 330 fat Ony On Ctai (509930/ 520 
•“ y to Heaven (4600355). 1U5 Warner M Eta* H 
. U15m loe atfta Srtt G2 756/ 1245am 
fat Stand Alone (236485/ 235am HoSywood Report 
(7S0B75S 335am QefeAtefc (5622 SC© 43P5^m 
fat The Sul (722 24/ 

SC 

taC4eu£555mlteHeA(709e723Z 755 TteBftyst 
teoCM)0757327l 825 Vttweon Earth bCtomenS 


0733327/ aSORurwg the rtjfcW799423Z 9.15 H 
A> (744862/ 945 Mov m ati t i (743233/ 1005 Hdhmki 
( 768442 / 1045 hem Oortem^a (767713). U-15 The 
A«n0s(717S7B/ 12J5ktalDn Impos J fe 1699243/ 05 
ftwmd a (tend (94632752/ 140 Rm (25059539/ 2J& 
lownTymor (8219249/ 335Eam*Q457iS26/ 435 My 
SWtotedlJe (9068997/ 530tef«au CtarDedrauCbn- 
mol (6978/ 530 Rfcd Y Cwn (33132862/ 725 Twrto 
ffl8aW^«o^2aaSlS2DSaahArySM(Z33539/ 
940 San ShAm (940442/ 1030 far K{hl and Ihe Oy 
(8602011 1L55-L55m fat The Wnshic (196423T 



There was a deathly hash in 
the saloon bar of the Lazy 
Queen, so quiet you could 
hear an isolated pawn drop. 
The Karpo Kid and the 
JCaspo Kid were having a 
chessboard shoot-out. 

When they reached the 
diagram position, the Kar- 
pov Kid, playing White, said: 
“It’s checkmate, Kaspo.” 
But before he could make 
his next move a shot rang 
out sending his night flying 
upwards from g8. Another 
bullet his it between the 


Bridge Alan Hiron 


Love all; dealer Sooth 
North 
4* A 10 8 5 
97AJ5 
OQ53 
♦Q 65 

West East 

4Q4 *J73 

VQ 10 8 4 <72 

0109 OA87642 

+ 108742 +AJ9 

Sooth 
+K962 
<3>K9763 
OKJ 
+K3 

South made a good start on 
this deal and reached a posi- 
tion in which, if he could 
guess which defender held 


eyes. “1 don’t see no mate,” 
said Kaspo, his gun still 
smoking. 

“My mistake," smiled 
Karpo. “I meant to say it’s 
mate in two.” Then another 
two shots reduced his e- 
pawn to splinters. “Where’s 
that mate?” asked Kaspo, 
and Karpo replied: “Just 
three moves away.” But no 
more than a second later, his 
e-pawn was sawdust. 

“Mate in four,” said 
Karpo triumphantly, “and 
by my recknin’ you’re out of 
bullets.” Then the saloon 
doors swung open to reveal 
a tall figure. “I annul this 
entire contest,” said the 
Kampo Kid. But without 
exchanging a glance, the 
Karpo Kid and the Kaspo 
Kid both shot him. 

Answers: 1) 2)lJt]7. 

3) 1.RJ3 gxf3 Zg8(Q) g4 
3.Qd5. 4)UJf3 gxf3 2.Kxj3 
g4+ 3.Ke4 Kg5 4Jlf5. 


the ace of dubs, he was home. 

He followed a losing line, but 
had he missed a due? 

South opened IS? and, 
playing five card majors, North 
raised directly to 4 V. West led 
the 0 10 and Hast, after tak- 
ing his ace, returned the 2 to 
the K, 9 and 5. 

Declarer was well aware of 
the safety play in trumps (cash 
the A then, after crossing to 
hand, lead low towards the J 
- guaranteeing four tricks in 
the suit against any 4-1 break) 
but the opening lead has all 
the hallmarks of a short suiL 
Instead, he finessed the ^ J 
successfully and cashed the ace 
to discover the trad break. 

There was now the danger 


Perplexity 

Id the Cards: 

If North Itolds: 

♦2 03 06 08 +9 
and East holds: 

S?6 07 08 +2 
who has the following han d? 
♦ 8 <93 OK632 +K102 

A copy of the new Chom- 
bers-Larousse Desktop Ency- 
clopedia will be awarded to 
the first correct answer 
opened on 6 December. 
Entries to: Saturday Pas- 
times, the Independent , 1 
Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf, London E14 5DL- 

11 November answer: 

Hopes = 1334 
(In the other examples 
P=p!us, M= minus, other 
letters are replaced by their 
place in the alphabet: 

So HOPES = 815+519. 
Winner: Mary Atherton 
(Thomton-Cleveleys, Lancs) 


of losing a trick in all four suite. 
As East had turned up with 
one ace, declarer came to 
hand with a third trump and 
led a low chib. AD would have 
been well if West had held the 
ace - a “Morton’s Fork” situ- 
ation, for if West ducked, the 
losing dub would go away; and 
if he took bis ace there would 
be no spade loser. 

No joy, for East turned up 
with the 4* A and four tricks 
were lost Now, what about 
East's return of the 02 at trick 
two? Did this not smack of a 
suit preference signal in case 
his partner had led a single- 
Lon? Playing East instead of 
West for the ♦ A would cer- 
tainly have succeeded. 
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Television preview 

RECOMMENDED VJEWINGIHtS WEEKEND 
. . fy Gerard Gilbert 



T it The Find Kick Sat 8.05pm B6C2 
Screen Two: Sirostlife Sat 9pm BBC2 
Tto Big Snog SatlQ.45pm C4 \ ; V 
The Beatles Anthology Son 8pm [TV - 
Tbe UstEwopeansSun 9pJTtC4 . . 



The big picture 

The Mission . 

Sun 10pm BBC2 . • 

You'd have'to travel 3 long way to find a 
more spectacular sequence than the one 
in which a crucifix cascades down a 
stupendous waterfall m The Mission ■ Set 
to a rousing score by Ennio Morricone, 
the scene is typical of the epic grandeur 
conjured up by director Roland Joffe and 
cinematographer Chris Menges for this 
otherwise simplistic 18th-century tale of 
a Jesuit priest (Jeremy Irons) and a 
reformed slave-trader (Robert De Niro, 
above), protecting a tribe of Guarini 
Indians from Portuguese colonialists. 


i l in-law on Pnnommal Tbe Royal l&rteiy Berfbr- . * -The magic^m tfc seeaningly bottootiess wealth of' ^ Jo, the herome of raa . -e_, onr gnde ■ 
maace (Sat 2TV) reveals the awful truth. HMVspecs archil footage eith er (ami Streetfife (Sat BBC2), sj nhilan- 

were trained on Sir Oiff Richard, Des O’Connor and . Yoko) ordug up^ iescardxus -allpristmely restored tnolber from the Welsh s Her father 

Elaine Paige. Duty and sacrifice, see. The rest of us owe . and ordered chnnKilo^cally so that. we begin at the,) dering married man with raw' ^JJlSnSiter her as- 


Elaine Paige. Duty and sacrifice, see) The rest of us owe and ordered chnmolog^cally so that. we begin at .the )■ dadng married man with raid _ herds, 

no such obligation, so lliefiSg Snog (SatC4) site reC- .bc^jnbing -Hkfibttig, theQwem, * f Lxwe MeDo -and » jKonlls abuses her and posabty 
onmiended -benefit concert of the Weekend fliakirfc- ;ajf that > :Y ■ ■/', > ‘ : •'* 1 &?:*.■ * sinadt addict, and she herself JF&vs 

thedonatkDnjarefetheAidsdiaritkaareEdielzzard, \ The$6ttteAhthobgy feas costlTV £5 roflTfon^ a y : -riro^hypdang.for peivy Polaroid^. 

Steve Coogan (asAIan Partridge andpaulme Calf), ,ing ittb&TOOgt expen sive documentary setiegCver, aad '4he^lbpsis, c 1ier lifc starts toenunbte • a _. 

Lenny Henry, Hany Enfidd, Julian Oaiy, ihe Pre* it’s d^ected totnake A^e Gxps 40 tirh^ that fa world . : Helen- McCray prevails ail this descerKii^ in . 
tenders and Dale Winton. sales. A cbnrotetely differed but equaliy eloquehi; jd 3 sarii cMal{^e of 

If John Lennon were alive today, he’d no doubt be reminder of th&TV global vfltage comes jn thfcshaj*^- 1 . - Rim yeans (Sun 04) is Hugs Youngs 

sporting a red ribbon in bis lapel this weekend - of DfeeHnal Ki<±<Sat S8G2), &i fessan an Batam’s relationship w«& “ 

although Td like to think of him supportingmoreper- were; sent to 40 different countries to people" -■European Community - or the CdmmonMariOT as 
verse causes - the US gun lobby* perhaps. The first watching tibe l994 World C^Fmal betweenErffii! and used to be called. Jean Monnet, the grandfather or in 
instalment of Hie Beades Anthology (Sun ITV) is the — - - - ^ - - - - - - .■ ^ ‘ - • .--.—-a- drwn to 


The big match 

^j^5pm BBCJ ■ 


tssxst^^m 

xsgsgfsss&^z 

StetteSssofdathtosaysom 

the kxft of 

NflwMutle's match agairst H" . _ 


down to 

^ l^waTour finest hour, ft was {Castle's match 


absolute must-see of the weekend, especially' for ■ much universal, whether it be in a cariactbfy mTeliriuj, ' - die iatit ihai while' 1940 was our finest bour^ft was 
anyone with memory banks reaching beyond the late a prisonittBelorussaaora hviogioomiaianiaital My iEure^’scfarfestAndis it any wonder that DeGaiiiie 
1960s. ^ The series is^ -:as a Utdeappte-^tapedanti-piracy; favoorileswere an ddedy couple in Lajfend, tbear reiib -vetoed Britain’s entry to 1963, when one of hismaes 
emblem on the preview cassette kq)t reminding me - deer parked on the fiontJawn,getttog <iui^ stewed ovaheard M^MiUan remark Ve shah embrace.mem 
a product of Apple Corps and comes with exhaustive on fizzy orange and vodka. The oddestmoirfertt is" <p change, as they say over there. 

Saturday Television and Radio 


S^rK- should lire upto thebde d u V . 
Match of ihe Day. 


B6C1 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


7.25 News; Wfeather (7 264767). 

730 Children’s BBC: Superted (3716670). 7.40 Willy 
Fog (1 778800). S.05 The Addams Family 
(3034699). * 

830 The New Adventures of Superman (31620901. * 

9.15 Live and Kicking. Coronation Streets Johnny 
Briggs and Amanda Barrie, and Formula One's 
Johnny Herbert (SJ (22568767.1. 

12.12 Weather (9396458). 

12.15 Grandstand. 1220 Football Focus. 1.00 News. 

1 .05 Racing from Newbury: 1.15 Bonusprint 
Gerry Feilden Hurdle. 1.25 Snooker: third-round 
action from the Guild Hall, Reston. 1 .45 Racing 
from Newbury: 1.50 Akzo Nobel Long Distance 
Hurdla 2.00 Snooker. 2.10 Racing from 
Newbury: 2.25 Hennessy Cognac Gold Cup 
Handicap. 2.40 Snooker. 2.50 Rugby League: live 
coverage of one of the top third-round matches in 
this season's Regal Trophy. Kick-off at 3.00pm. 
3.45 Football Half-Times 3.55 Rugby League. 
4.40 Final Score ( 37841 670). 

530 News; Weather (5700090). * 

530 Local News, Weather (563767J. 

535 Dad's Army. The platoon are chosen tor “special 
duties" during the trial of a secret weapon (R) 
(154980). - 

6.05 Jim Davidson's Generation Game. Petula Clark, 
Don Henderson and Hinge and Bracket are in the 
hospitality suite (S) f9i3564). ' 

7.00 NoeTs House Party (SJ (484922). 

7.50 The National Lottery Live. Pick a number... any 
number (SJ (J 63361). 

8.05 Casualty. A wedding ends in tragedy, but a young 
boy (earns how to stand up to his bullying fattier 
(S) (629309). * 

8.55 News and Sport; Weather (Followed by National 
Lottery Update) (486019). * 

9.15 SB3 Confe s sions; Two Faces of Evil (Gilbert 
Cates 1993 US). A murder case that has two 
confessors. One of them is a man in Oklahoma, 
and the other is a college student in LA. Whafs 
more, both seem to know specific details relating 
to the event Should keep you guessing and out of 
trouble - although given events earlier this year, 
my money's on the Oklahoma man (SJ (992583J. 

10.45 Match of the Day. Newcastle vs Leeds and 
Middlesbrough vs Liverpool (SJ (335001 9J. 

11.50' The Stand Up Show. Parrot Simon Pegg and Jeff 
Green stand up (SJ (1 7083 5). 

12.20 BBS Ned Kelly (Tony Richardson 1970 UK). 

Mick Jagger in a tin mask terrorises the Outback 
as Australia's most famous outlaw in a lame 
bippic that seems so excited at having secured the 
services of the Rolling Stone that it doesn’t know 
what to do with him, the script, or anything else 
for that matter. Dull (429423). 

2.00 Weather (7937268). To 2.05am. 

REGIONS. Wales: 4.55pm Wales on Saturday. Nl: 

5.00pm Northern Ireland Results 2.00 Inside 
Ulster News. 


8.20 Open University: Developing Worid (1845106). 
8.45 Maths Models and Methods (4885274). 

9.1 0 Open Adwce - Learning to Learn 
(9990816J. 9.35 Voyages of Discovery 
(7085545). 

10.00 Chanakya ($) (2354309). 

10.40 Video Byte. Asian pop (SJ (1 21 7106). 

10.50 Network East Profile of racing driver Sohale 
Rahman (S) (1940632). 

1120 Boflywood or Bust Hindi film quiz (SJ 
(2047767). 

11.50 Film 95 with Barry Norman. Goldeneye, 
Basketball Diaries and Rob Reiner. From last 
Monday (SJ (19014581* 

12.20 BIB Roman Holiday (William Wyier 1953 US). 
Charming, evocative reversal of the Cinderella 
story, with a visiting Central European princess in 
Rome, Audrey Hepburn, flying the royal coop and 
experiencing her first taste of freedom with 
American journalist Gregory Peck (at his least stiff 
and saturnine). Hepburn won that year’s Oscar for 
Best Actress (353835). * 

2.15 BBS Funny Face (Stanley Donen 1957 US). The 
second of the mornings Audrey Hepburn musicals 
casts her as a Greenwich Village bookshop worker 
discovered by fashion photographer Red Astaire 
and whisked off to Paris. Dresses by Givenchy 
tunes by George and Ira Gershwin, tip-tap-toeii^ 
by a 58-year-oid Astaire and, yes, they realty do 
rhyme Sartre with Montmartre (318922). * 

3.55^ The Oprah Winfrey Show. Gifts for newborn 
babies (why?) and mod si mums and kids stage a 
fashion show. Emetic (SJ (5 392019). * 

435 TOTP2 (SJ (7451477). 

530 Snooker. Highlights (SJ (7603800). 

630 One Man and His Dog. Dogs chase sheep (SJ 
(250632). * 

7.05 News, Sport, Weather (478545). * 

7.20 Assignment Peter Godwin investigates new 
allegations that Spanish Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez himself approved hit squads which 
killed 28 Basque separatists (583767). * 

8.05 Tx. Forty directors, in 40 different countries, spy 
on people watching the 1994 Vlfortd Cup Final. 
See Preview, above (SJ (610651J. * 

8.55 Close Up. Director Lizzie Borden on a scene from 
KlutefS) (685309). 

9.00 Screen Two: Streetfife. See Preview, above (SJ 
(35179019). * 

10.40 Have I Got News for You. From last night with 
Teresa Gorman and Neil Morrissey (SJ (936212). 

1 1.10 Later with Joots Holland. With the Human 
League, Steve Earle, Emmykxj Harris, Cast and 
jazz-rapper Guru (SJ (714038). 

12.10 Snooker (SJ (I259256J. 

1.10 A K. Chris Maker's documentary about the 
making of Ran, Akira Kurosawa's stunning 
transposition of King Lear to the world of Japanese 
samurai (5170404). To 2.30am. 

REGIONS. Nl: 6.20pm One Man and His Dog. 


Radio 


Radiol 

( 97 . 6 - 9 S 0 Ulbf«n 

7.00am Kevin Greening 10.00 
Dave Pearce 1230 Danny Baker 
230 Jo Whiley 430 In Concert 
See Choice 5.00 John Peel 7.00 
Danny Rampling 9.00 Radio 1 Rap 
Show 12.00 The Essential Tour 
Live in Glasgow ZOO Chill Out 
Zone 4.00-7 .00am Lynn Raisons 

Radio 2 

(SMOIfeW) 

6.00am Mo Dutta 8.05 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 Judi Spiers 12.00 
Hayes on Saturday 130 The News 
Huddlines ZOO Martin Kelner 330 
How Does Vtiur Garden Grow? 4.00 
Nick Barractou^i 5.00 Gloria Up- 
staged! 6.00 Jimmy Webb; Words 
and Music. See Choice 7.00 The 
Story Behind... Halt a Sixpence 
730 Half a Sixpence 10.00 Sheri- 
dan Moriey 12.05 Charles Nave 
4.00-6.00am Mo Dutta 

Radio 3 

fiomwfero 

7.00am Record Review. 

9.00 Building a Library. 

10.15 Record Release. Britten: 

Folk Song Arrangements, Vol 
1. Beethoven: Symphony No 4 
in B flat. ' 

11.15 Reissues. John 
Deathridge assesses 'a group 
at Verdi operas recorded at 
the Salzburg Festival, includ- 
ing Wilhelm Fuitwanglert 
Olello with Ramon Vinay, and 
Kara/an's Dan Carlo with Sena 
Jurlnac. 

12.00 Private Passions. Michael 
Berkeley talks to the distin- 
guished musicologist and pi- 
anist Charles Rosen. 

1.00 News; Young Screenwriters: 
Hollywood in the Nineties. 
Christopher Cook talks to 
Shane Black who wrote Lethal 
Weapon while still a college 
student and is now Holly- 
wood's highest paid screen- 
writer. (1/5). 

135 Vintage Years. Richard Wig- 
more Introduces extracts from 
Fritz Wunderlich's greatest 
recordings. Monteverdi: Odea. 
Bach: Mass in B minor- St 
John Passion. Mozart Zaide; 
Die Entfuhrung; Cos! fan tutte. 
Lortzing: Undine. Flotow: 
Martha. Strauss; Die 
Schweigsame Frau. (1/3). 

3.25 Young Artists' Forum. Loma 
McGhee (flute) and Lydra Ctat- 
worthy (piano) perform works 
by Jdivet and Bartok; cellist 
Nicola Baxter and pianist Re- 
becca Woolcock present music 




Choice 


The mesmerising power of bad 
pop music is explored in Jimmy 
Webb*. Words and Music ( 6 pm 
R2), a celebration of the writer of 
such classics as “MacArthur Park 9 
The power of really goal pop 
music is explored in In Concert 
(4.30pm Rl), a recording of the 
renascent David Bowie’s (left) 
acclaimed Wembley shows. 


by Beethoven. Popper and 
Martinu; and the Chameleon 
Wind Quintet play Nielsen's 
Quintet 

5.00 Jazz Record Requests. 

5.45 Music Matters. Ivan Hewett 

tunes into the rhythms of 
Africa; looks back to the Venice 
of Vivaldi, and considers the 
relevance of the Associated 
Board examinations. 

630 Tristan und Isolde. Wagner'S 
opera, in a performance 
recorded at the 1995 Bayreuth 
Festival. Siegfried Jerusalem 
(tenor). Chorus and Orchestra 
of the Bayreuth Festival/Damel 
Barenboim. 

11.10 Book of the Month. Critic 
Kate Kellaway is joined by the 

novel tef Paul Bailey 

1130 Impressions. Brian Mor- 
ton's selection of new discs 
features pianists JoAnne Brack- 
en and Sophia Domancich. 

1230-1. OOam Sinatra's Jazz. 

Met Hill examines hew Frank 
Sinatra's 1960 split with Capi- 
tol to form his own record 
company Reprise, left him, in 
the words of his own publicity, 
“untrammelled, unlettered, un* 
confined," to make music with 
heroes such as Count Basie 
and Duke Ellington. (4/4). 

Radio 4 

B14-S4.HKzra ; lS8HzLH 

6.00am News Briefing. 

6.10 Farming Today. 

6.50 Prayer for the Day. 

6.55 Weather. 

7.00 Today. 

8.58 Weather. 

9.00 News. 

9.05 Sport on 4. 

930 Breakaway 

10.00 News; Loose Ends. 

11.00 News; The Week in West- 
minster. 

1130 Europhile. David Walter 
presents a special edition from 
New York which looks at the 
new relationships developing 
between America and Europe. 


12.00 Money Box. 

1Z25 I'm Sorry I Haven't a Clue. 

1235 Weather. 

1.00 News. 

1.10 Any Questions? Jonathan 
Dlmbie&y's guests are 
Baroness Blacfcstone, Labour 
Foreign Affairs spokesperson in 
the House of Lords; Bea 
Campbell, journalist and 
broadcaster; David Curry MP, 
and Archy Kirkwood MR 

135 Shipping Forecast 

ZOO News; Any Answers? 

Z30 Saturday Playhouse; Ocean 
View. Romantic drama by 
Mark Grdg, with Fiona BeH 
and Alasdair McC rone- 

3.45 Letter from the Clouds. Art 
historian and parachute enthu- 
siast James Malpas recounts 
the thrill of his first jump. 

4.00 News; That's History. 

430 Science Now. 

5.00 File on 4. 

5.40 Personal Obsessions. 

530 Shipping Forecast 

5.55 Weather. 

6.00 Six O’clock News. 

6.25 Week Biding. 

630 Offspring. 

720 Kaleidoscope Feature. 

Louisa Buck looks at the abid- 
ing fascination of Salome. The 
original femme fatale takes 
centre stage at the Madrid Fes- 
tival, In the imagination of 
artists from Oscar Wilde and 
Aubrey Beardsley to Steven 
Berkoff and Pedro Almodovar. 

7.50 Saturday Night Theatre: 
Fare's Daughter. A yam by 
Georgette Heyw; dramatised by 
Kitty Black, in which a woman 

is rescued by her ctusbi from 

an unsuitable position in a 
gaming house. With Sytastra 
Le Touzef and Nathaniel Parker. 

920 Music in Mind. 

930 Ten to Ten. 

9.59 Weather. 

10.00 News. 

10.15 Word of Mouth. 

10.45 Eight of the Best Maureen 
Hartley, deputy head of St 
Clare's Roman Catholic Prima- 


ry School in Handsworth, 
Birmingham, helps her class of 
seven-year-olds to understand 
the many different ways we 
communicate with each other. 

11.00 Comparing Notes with 
Richard Baker. Richard Baker 
talks to Paul Daniel and Richard 
Mantle from Opera North about 
their currem season. 

1130 The Chronicles of Clovis. 
Adapted from stories by the 
Edwardian writer Sakl, (3/6J. 

12.00 News. 

1230 The Late Story: Human 
Seal by Lesley Glaister. 

1Z4S Shipping Forecast 

I. 00am As World Service. 

Radio 5 

(OT. grata tmj 

6.05am Dirty Tackle 630 Brian 
Hayes at Breakfast 9.05 Weekend 
with Kershaw and Whittaker 

II. 05 Top Gear 1135 Crime 
Desk 12.00 Midday Edition 
12.15 Sportscall 1.05 Sport on 
Five 6.06 Sht-O-Six 735 Straight 
Up 8.05 Clear the Air 835 Dal- 
lyn on Saturday 10.05 The Treat- 
ment 11.00 Night Extra 12.05 
Alter Hours 2.00 Up All Night 
5.00-6.05am Morning Reports 

Classic FM 

noaiMOLSffHz FM) 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 Clas- 
sic Countdown 12.00 Classic 
Gardening Fbnim 1.00 Alan 
Mann 3.00 The Saturday Alterna- 
tive 6.00 Classic America 7.00 
World Opera Season. Verdi: OteF 
to. Soloists. NBC Chorus and 
Symphony Orchestra/Arturo 
Toscanini. 10.00 Classic Quiz 
1Z00 Andre Leon 4.00 Classic 
Countdown 5. 00-6. OOam 
Michael Fanstone 

Virgin Radio 

(1215. 1137-lZSHft IfH lKSBC FBI 
6.00am Jaray Lee Grace 8.00 
Russ and Jono 10.00 Richard 
Skinner ZOO Mark Forrest 6.00 
Mitch Johnson 10.00 Robfci Banks 
ZOQ&OOam Howard Peaite 

World Service 

BSBtttlW 

1.00am Worid News 1.10 Press 
Review 1.15 Sound byte 130 
From Our Own Correspondent 
130 Write On 2.00 Newsday 
230 The Ed Stewart Show 3.00 
Worid News 3.15 Sports 
Roundup 330 Fourth Estate 
3.45 Science View 3.50 Wave- 
guide 4.00 Newsdesk 430 Short 
Story 4.45 The Multitrack Ses- 
sions 5.00 Newsday 530 (MW) 
Weekend 530 In Praise of God 


Satellite 


snoiE 

7.00am Postcards from the Hedge 
(29361). 9.00 Ghom-Lflshed 
(736212). 11.30 Shoot! (93835J. 
1Z00 WWF (B6029J. 1.00 The Hit 
Mix (95767). 230 Wonder Woman 
(JJ854J. 3.00 Growing Pains 
(3293). 330 Family Ties (3545i. 

4.00 Kune Fd' fhe Legend Continues 
(83458). 5.00 The Young Indiana 
Jones Chronicles (4545). 6.00 WWF 
(75903). 7.00 Robocop f/627JJ. 

8.00 VR.5 (25922). 9.00 Cops I 
168570). 930 The Serial Killers 

(8 7743). 10.00 Dream On (6SJ25J. 
1030 Tales from the Crypt (44545) 

11.00 The Mwie Show \84187). 
1130 Forever Knight (94496/. 

1230 WKRP in Clnanotti (96510). 

1.00 Saturday Nigjn Live (50978). 
Z00-6.00am Hit Mix (8789510). 

snr homes 

6.00am Showcase (51 767). ZOO 
Mosquito Squadron (1968) (73926). 

10.00 Morons from Outer Space 
(1985) (98800). 12.00 Mountain 
Family Rotunson (1979) (92729). 
ZOO The Neptune Factor (1973) 
(39J25J. 4.00 Snoopy Come Home 
(1972) (9477). 6.00 Mario & the 
Mob (1990) Family comedy starring 
Robert Conrad (7936;/. 8.00 Honey- 
moon in Vegas (1992) Romantic com- 
edy starring Sarah Jessica Parte' and 
Nicolas Cage (21106). 10.00 Serial 
Mom (1994) Comedy starring Kath- 
leen Turner (738729). 1135 Pleasure 
in Paradise (1993) (903670/. 1.00 
Kika (1993) (84J997J. Z50 Witness 
to the Execution (1993) (8441539). 
430-6. OOam The Neptune Faaar 
(1973) (526152). 

MOVE CHANNEL 

6.00am Tarzan’s Hidden Junge 
(1955) (94293J. 730 The Prints 
and the Pauper (1972) (97380). 

830 Interlude (1957) (56757). 

10.00 Smiley Gets a Gun (1958) 
(92670). 1230 Rich in Lave (1993) 
(23699). 230 The Mommy Market 
(1993) (37767). 430 This Can! Be 
twe (1993J (7019). 6.00 Missing 
Parents 11993) (1 7903). 8.00 The 
Final Days of Butch and Sundance 
(1993) Western starring Kenny Rogers 
and Loni Anderson (29748). 10.00 
The Distingushed Gentleman (1992) 
Aden comedy stamr® Eddie Murphy 
1139309). 11.55 Candyman (1992) 
Horror starring Virginia Madsen 
(37S093J. 135 Empty Cradle 
(1993) (886220). 3.10 Stalking 
Back (1993) (783220). 4.45- 
6.00am Tarzan's Hidden Junge 
(19551 (1 76 1 997). 

SIT H0VE5 GOU) 

430pm Cleopatra 0963) 

(96J00J9/. 8.00 Our Man Flint 


Channel 4 


6.00 GMTV. 6.00 News; Weather. 6.10 Re-.Wind. 6.40 
Eat Your Words. 7.10 Barney and Friends. 7.45- 
8.55 Saturday Disney. 8,55 Mighty Morphln 
Power Rangers O640293J. 

9.25 Scratchy & Co. In training with Gladiator Hunter, 
while the main guest ts lads' TV presenter Neil 
Buchanan (SJ (75861038J. 

1130 The Chart Show (R) (S) (74380). 

1230 Speakeasy. Richard E Grant talks about an 
embarrassing boy’s problem (SJ (4S564J. 

1.00 News, Weather (38358598J. * 

135 Local News, Weather (39708039). * 

1.10 Movies, Games and Videos (7354629). 

1.45 Cartoon Time (1 5480019). 

135 The Munsters Today (SJ (92566748). . 

220 DD The Ihanksg^rngPromfoe (Beau Bridges 
1 986 US). The entire Bridges clan appears in one 
guise or another in this claying children’s tale 
about a boy who becomes attached to the goose 
he's supposed to be fattening up for Thanksgiving 
(971800). 

4.15 Speakeasy Does the Business. More so-called 
dream jobs tried out by teenagers. This week, 
slaving far a top chef (719767). 

4.45 News; Sport; Weather (7537835). * 

5.05 London lbnjght. Sport (3067477). * 

520 New Baywatch. Matt Brody returns from France 

and gets kidnapped by a group of commandos. It 
happens (4706583). * 

6.15 Gladiators (SJ (768293 ). * 

7.15 Royal Variety Performance 1995. While the rest 
of us were watching Diana on Panorama, DPs 
mother and father-in-law were locked up with Des 
O'Connor, Sir Cliff Richard, Elaine Paige, toe casts 
of various West End musicals, Robson and 
Jerome, and Hale and Pace. These are the 
highlights (Including Lottery Result) (68788941). 

10.15 News; National Lottery Update; Weather. Then 
Local Wfeather (59 1816). * 

1030 BBS Personal Services (Terry Jones 1987 UK). 
The life of Streatoam luncheon-voucher madam 
Cynthia Payne, depicted with a saucey, seaside 
humour that seems to be straining to be 
unjudgemental and ingratiating, right down to toe 
casting of Julie Walters. IfsourCynthasa 
national institution. Alec McCowen and Shirley 
Stelfox co-star, while right down the pecking order 
are one Michelle Collins and one NigeJLe Vailiant 
(SJ (86946380). * 

12.25 The Big Fight Billy Schwer vs David Tetteh 
(4695510). 

1.15 American Gladiators (SJ (2515688J. 

2.05 The Big E (SJ (6629666J. 

235 BPM (4471978). 

3.00 Best of British Motorsport (4151539). 

4.20 OB House of Dracula (Earl C Kenton 1945 US). 
Sequel to 1944‘s House of Frankenstein teams up 
Wolf Man and Dracula, played by Lon Chaney and 
John Carradine(2J 853 J7J. 

530 News (98442). To 6.00am. 


6.05 Sesame Street (ft) (7 523816). 

7.05 Ovide (R) (71 1 1 767). 

7.15 Serve the Hedgehog (R) (4460598). 

7.40 First Edition (7350038). 

8.00 Tfrans World Sport (83729). 

9.00 The Momir* Line (SJ (35545J. 

10.00 BSfcd American football (SJ (95380). 

11.00 Gam*** Fbotbaff Italia. Italian football (828 J 6 J. 

12.00 Sign On: At Leisure. The 1995 NFC Deaf Auto 
Challenge, featuring grass karting, day-pigeon 
shooting, quad bites and a checkpoint rally (S) 
(14380). 

1230 The Great Maratha (9332496J. 

12.55 The Late Late Show (SJ (8744922). 

1.55 Channel 4 Racing from Newcastle and 

Punchestown. From Newcastle. Brough Scott 
introduces: 2.10 Ladbroke H’cap Chase (3m); 
2.40 Beltway Homes “Fighting Fifth" Hurdle 
(Limited H’Cap) (2m) ; 3. 10 Tommy McNichofas 
Novices Chase (2m 4f); 3.40 Ladbroke H’cap 
Hurdle (2m) - and from Punchestown, toe MM I 
Punchestown Chase (2m 5f) (SJ (1 7500187). 

4.05 Banana Boat Broadcaster and author Nigel 
Farrell sets off on an 8,000-mile round trip from 
South Wales to toe Caribbean, in toe company of 
just 1 1 other passengers and a cargo of 15m 
bananas. Nice, if you like bananas ^ (R) 

(9165090). * 

5.05 Brookside Omnibus (SJ (81 82632). * 

6.30 Right to Reply. That Panorama interview occupies 
much of toe jaw-jaw. Plus, Martin Bell's theories 
on television violence, and Christopher Hitchens 
defending his Without Walls assault on Spite Lee 
(SJ (729). * 

7.00 A Week in Po&tics. A look forward to Tuesday's 
budget Plus, do business people vote 
Conservative these days? (8293). 

8.00 21st Century Jet Special Defivery. With six 
months before delivery, the Boeing 777 is tested 
to destruction (SJ (7941). * 

9.00 The CamomBe Lawn. Last of the recycled Mary 
Wesley, and the scene moves forward to 1 984, 
where everyone is that much older and sadder (R) 
(S) (4548019).* 

10.05 Rory Bremner- Who Else? (SJ (867309). 

10.45 The Big Snag. For World Aids Week, an 

extravaganza from London's Astoria Theatre. 
Featuring Suggs, the Pretenders, Lee Evans, Eddie 
Izzard, Julian Clary, Steve Coogan. Lenny Henry. 
Harry Enfield, P 3 ul Whitehouse, Jenny Edair, Dale 
Winton and others. See Preview, above (S) 
(975816). * 

12.15 Doomed MegalopoSs: The Demon City. Manga 
returns, with the first episode of a four-part tale of 
sex and violence down Tokyo way (SJ (344046). 

1.15 Funky Squad (SJ (12626). 

1.45 FyeJ Calvin Klein’s latest fashions and a profile of 
Nicole Kidman (SJ (1 1997). 

2.15 Beat Specials. Music from Teenage Fan Club and 
Thurman (S) (4465220). To 3. 10am. 


ITV/Regions 

ANGLIA 

flTTondon except 1230pm Movies, Games and 
Vfcmer Cartoon (23420019). 
lSn*E SgByte (33448813). 135 Him: The 
Thomas Crown Affair S38332J2L 
1779274) 1.15am Stuntmasters ( 2524336 K 
ZOton American Gladiators (52791251 230am 
fXu4814133). 340am BPM (4355997J. 

5 i's Top Ten (86812404). 5.00- 

SJoS and Videos (30688). 

Tflff TTES/T08XSHI8E _ 

As London except 1230pm Movies, Games and 
Videos (49564). 1.10 “aQuestOSy ' C4534771 
Z05 fBrn: Gunsnoke II - The Last : Apache 
(316564). 3A5AirwcHf779274X 5-10 ^nfc J^ 
Time (856765 1 J. forks: Scoreline (8567651). 
1 . 1 !^ Knfcit Rider (5587751 330am News Had- 
in* BPM (670651 4-OOamTheUBte I 
(30749301 450530am Cue the Muac (41703231 

CORRAL 

As London waftt lZ30pm Heartland W9564L L10 
The Munslas Today 125343449/. L40 Cartoon Time 
(154904961 1-45 Movies, Games and Videos 
(731854). 2.15 WCW Worldwide Wrestling 
(70895451 235 Alrwatf <55986991 330 Thur»- 
der in R&adise (508156# 5.100ertral Match- Goab 
Extra (85676511 330am BPM (66629591 355m 
Bet of British Motomxxt (137051071 430am Jottind- 

6 (9456978). 520- 530am Aslan Eye (4671 775). 

HTY 

As London otqjt 1230pm Wfesfc No Naked Flames 
(495641 Vfotes: The Electric Chair (4956ft LttCar- 
toon Tme (15490496). IAS MgtWer (799038). 
245 Thtfider In Paradise (773090). 345 Airwolf 
(779274J. 535-5£0pm Cartoon Time (57142931 

MEHDUN 

As London eaxpk 1230pm Movies, Games and 
Videos (495641 1.10 Vfortt of Vfonder (25343449J. 
140 Go Fishing (35147748). Z10 The Big Byte 
(. 327997671 240 Warner Cartoon (63457671 250 
Time Trax (5486800). 3.46 Kngtf Rider (7792741 
5.15 Warner Cartoon (5 714293). 1.15am Stunt- 
masters (2524336). 2.00am American Gladiators 
(5279125). 250am The Big E (4814133). 
3.40am BPM (4355997J. 435am America's Top 
Ten ( 96812404 1 5.00-53Qam Reescreen 120688/. 

WESTCOUHTOT 

As London except 1230pm Movies, Games and 
Videos (49564J. 1.10 wanted Dead or Alive 
1253434491 140 The Munsters today (251477481 
210 Fint Condorman (313477). 330 Knight Rid- 
er (5081564). 330am BPM (6663959). 335- 
430am Best of British Motorsport (13705107). 


As C4 eaxpt 730am Ovide (7101380). 730 The 
Actentures of Sonic the Hed^hqg (1115421/. 745 
Fist Edition (3795187). 1130 The Ftauadere! 
(B2S16L 1230pm Exosquad (93324961 135Chan- 
nel 4 Raarrg (175001871 630 Hcflyoate (7291 730 
News (4976701 7J5 Nason Lawen (7620191 8.15 
HtoeeB (4859621 845 Hel Straeon (8354031 9.15 
Short Stories (2881461 945 Tales of Battered Britarrt 
The RtanttFBia 0190381 1030fforyBremna-\Mu 
Else ’(7876991 215310m Beet $h±S (44652201 



(1966) (100381 10.00 The last De- 
tail (19731 Bawdy drama with Jack 
Nicholson and Otis Young (6850381 
1130 MacArthur (1977) 
(13322106). 2.00-3. 40am Manhat- 
tan 11979) (3S0862). 

UK GOLD 

7.00am Lassie (32958/6/. 7.25 Go- 
ing for Gold (320765/1 730 War- 
ship (99960381 8.50 Secret Army 
(28667496). 935 Neighbours 
(8)629213). 1200 Film: Around the 
Worid Unde the Sea (4812212). 
200 Pink Panther f 16438854 > 2.15 
EastEnders (34946800). 5.00 Doctor 
at the Top (7350374). 5.30 Fall and 
Rise ot Reginald Pemn (9995922). 

6.10 French Reids (4/559801 640 
ft Ain’t Half HoL Mum ( 52018351 

7.10 Last Song (79628001 740 
Bread (J 3745641. 8.15 The Bill 
(23218670). 930 Van der Valk 
(510969031 1025 The Young Ones 
(9319477). 1 1.10 Film: LA Story 
(437094/1 1.00 The Album Show 
(44/0046/. 230-730am Shopping 
at Nigit (7055775). 

SW SPORTS 

7.00am In Line Skating (69903). 
730 Radng News (88038). 8.00 
American Sports Cavalcade (6536/1 

9.00 Ringside Boxing (538001 

1 1.00 WWF (644581 12.00 Sports 
Saturday (4994854). 5.30 Worid 
Sport Special <62741 6.00 Sports 
Centre (3/871 630 Opposite Lock 
(805451 8.00 Big Time Boxing - 
Lfve (343093). 11.00 Hold the Back 
Page (7865/1 12.00 Bushido - The 
Ultimate Fight (93572). 1.00- 
4.00am Big Time Boxing (9933355). 

SRI SPORTS 2 

7.00am Soccer AM (/ J 2/545/. 

11.00 Tennis - Lhre (Z6355451 

3.00 Skate International of France 
<23163611 4.00 Skiff Salting 
(66491061 430 Anting Adventures 
166380901 5.00 Squash 
(60873801 6.00 Watersports Worid 
(1397941). 7.00 Basketball - Uve 
(90CS4961 9-00 Tennis - Uve 
(9615293). 11.00 Opposite Lack 
(5569125J. 12. 30-1. OOam In line 
Skating (6299882). 

EBMSPORT 

730am Slam (731051 ROD Football 
(31632). 1030 Truck Racing (620901 

11.00 Ltve W&ghtJiftmg (370901 1.00 
Live figure Skating (340564) 4.00 
Cross-Country Skimg (47670). 530 
Lhe Alpine Skiing (99666701 545 
Live Alpine Skiing (185/0/9). 7.00 
Ltve figure Skating 1704961 8.00 Uve 
Alpine Skiirg (380458). 845 Uve 
Alpine Skiing (251293). 9.15 figure 
Skating (825767671 11.00 Golf 
(700)91 12.00-]. OOam Mcttfsports 
Report (282681 
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